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b 11 BERNAL DIAZ r vet. © CASTILLO; tet of this n ety of | 
7 Guatimala, and author of the following moſt true hiſtory, during the 


time I was writing the ſame, happened to ſee a work cottipoled by 
Franciſco Lopez de Gomara, the elegance of which made me bluff - 


the vulgarity of my own, and throw down my pen irt deſpdir.” 


when I had read it, T found that the whole was a ber pen 
and alſo that in his extraordinary exaggerations of the numbets of tlie 


natives, and of thoſe ho were killed in the differetit battles, His accourit 
was utterly unworthy or belief. We never much exceeded font hütl- 


dred men, and if we Had found ſuch numbers bountk hand aft füt. 
we could not have put them to death. But tlie fact was, we had 
enough to do to protect outſelves, for I vow to Gb, ald og Armen 
thereto, that we were every day repeatin g our Prayers, and ſuppticating 
to be delivered from the perils that furroumded us. Alarie's'mioft brave 
king, and Attila a proud warrior, never killed {6 many of their 1068 
as we are ſaid by that Hiſtorian to have done in New Spain. He' alſo 
ſays we burned many cities and tertiples; and this he does to aſtonii 

his reader; ; not ſeeming g to recollect that any of the true conquerors 
exiſted, to contradict him. He alſo enhances the merit of one officer 
at the expence of another; ſpeaking of ſome as captains who were not 


with us. 
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th fays us 2 ortes gave pling , ſecretly,. for the deſtructi ion of - 
Ki ſhips;. whereas it was done by the common: conſent of all, to have 
the aſſiſtance of. the mariner: He alſo. depreciates Juan de Grijalva 


moſt unjuſtly; he being a very valiant captain. He omits the diſcovery. 


of Yucatan by De Cordova, and is in an error again when he ſpeaks of 
the firſt expedition of Garray, as if Garray had come with it. In what 


concerns the defeat of Narvaez, his account is conformable to the rela- 
tions given but! in that of the wars of Tlaſcala he is as erroneous "= 
ever. As to the, war in Mexico, where we loſt above eight Auen 


+ & »% 


| he n makes no no mention Fo our loſſes in 9 8 . ©, but. i caks 
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ol it as if it had been a feſtival, ora marriage! but why ſhould I waſte 
paper and ink i in the detection of bis numerous errors; I will therefore 
proceed with, my relation, for according | to. what the. wiſe fay,,t the art 


ad beauty of hiſtorical compoſition is, to write the truth; and proceed- 
ing upon this rule, With ſuch embelliſhment and grnament as 1 ſhall 
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, rors, : who with a our ur mal eng under the eee and) brave 


Captain Hernando Cortes, and with great danger and hardſhips, gained 


to his Majeſty this rich country; for which ſervice his Majeſty has 
Frequently iſſued his orders that we ſhould be amply rewarded. More- 
over, as a good pilot ſounds, and diſcovers ſhoals and ſands as he pro- 
4 ceeds, by the lead and line, fo will I, with my pen in my hand, expoſe | 


miſrepreſentations, in my voyage through | the hiſtory of Gomara, to 


the haven of truth; but if 1 were to point out every error, the chaff 
would outweigh. the grain. 5 | 
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our general, Cortes, ad the | Wei conquerors. by whoſe had this 
holy and great undertaking; ſneccgd 15 for this i is. no Hiſtory of diſtant 
nations, nor-vain reveries; I relate that of which 1 was an eye witneſs, 
and not idle reports and hearſay: for truth is ſacred. Gomara received 


and wrote ſuch accounts As were 


influenced by his attachment to that family by whom he and his are 


patroniſed. He has alſo miſled the Doctor Weſeas, and Biſhop Paulus | 


Jovius. FV 1 . Ek 2 * 
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this twenty ſixth day of February, i in the Fan of our Lord, one thou- 
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to enhance the fame and merit 
of Cortes; no mention bein 8 made by him of our valiant captains and 
ſoldiers; and the whole tenor of the Work ſhews how much he was 
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he cauſed him to be beheaded. 


at 


When 


ee e 
When we ſaw that troubles were likely to 1 and learned that 


che Iſland of Cuba had been lately gained under thegove NE of Diego : 


. Velaſquez, a certain number of us, perſons of quality who had come 


with Avila, reſolved to demand his permiſſion to go to Cuba. This he 


readily granted us; not wanting ſo many ſoldiers as had come with him 
from Caſtille, for the country of which he was appainted to the govern- 


ment, had but few inhabitants, and was already conquered. Permiſſion 
being obtained we failed for Cuba, and arriving there, waited on the go- 


vernor, who received us kindly, and promiſed to give us the firſt lands 
that ſhould fall vacant., Three years, however elapſed, reckoning from 
the time wie left Caſtille, and no. ſettlements had as yet offered. Con- 


88 ſidering this therefore as ſo much loſs of time, one hundred and ten of 


* 


us elected for our Captain a rich Hidalgo of Cuba named Franciſco Her- 
nandez de Cordova, and determined to ſet out under his command, upon 
a voyage of diſcovery. - For this purpoſe we bought two veſſels of con- 
ſiderable burthen, and our third was a bark which we obtained on credit 
from the governor Velaſquez; he however propoſed as a condition, that 
we ſhould engage the ſoldiers to make a deſcent on certain Iſlands be- 
tween Cuba and Honduras, named Los Guanages, to ſeize a number of 
the inhabitants and make ſlaves of them, in order thereby to pay the coſt 
of the bark; but when the propoſal of Velaſquez was made known to 

the ſoldiers, we to a man refuſed it, ſaying, that it was not juſt, nor did 
God or the King permit, that free men ſhould be made flaves. 


Fad 


Velaſquez was tins ad. and aſſented to the juſtice of 


what we ſaid, and he gave us alſo what affiſtance he could as to provi- 
ſions. We laid in a ſtore; of Hogs, which were then ſold at three 


Crowns each, and Caſſava bread, there being in Cuba neither Oxen or 


Sheep. With ſuch poor proviſions, and ſome trifling Toys and Orna- 
ments for the Indians, we prepared ourſelves for the voyage, having 
-engaged three Pilots, the principal of whom was Anthon de Alaminos, 


à native of Palos; the other two were named Camacho de Triana, and 

Juan Alvarez el Manquillo de Huelva. Having provided ourſelves as 

well as we could with every neceſſary, we all aſſembled at a port on the 
N orth 


5 3) e 
agues from the of St. Saag, the 
| ſeilers of which wete two years afteremoved to the H annah. This 
port is called in the language of Agarueo. That our expedition 
might be conducted on proper principles, we perfuaded a Clergyman of 
that town named Alonzo Gonzales, to accompany us, and we alſo choſe 
for Veedor a ſoldier named Bernardino Bg, that in caſe Gold ſhould 
happen to fall in our way, the ed eee bee n 
care ray opens y's ee Fe en ee Agro yo e aged 


North of the Iland, cight l. 


17s \>Obthecighthiof: Palnnlarpc vous mn ourſtvs to 
God; and the bleſſed Virgin, we ſailed from eee aruco, and in 
5 twelve days paſſed St. Anton, ot r wiſe called the land of the Gua 
a tribe of ſavages. Doubling this Point, e e at er fois 
that part of the Horizon where: _ Sun ſet, utterly 1 of ſhallows, 
currents, or prevailing winds. Duriy Jha ER ſtorm came on, 
and for two days and two nights x imminent danger; 
the wind however ſubſided, and in — days from our leaving 
the Iſland of Cuba, we ſaw land which had never before been diſco- 
vered. We alſo on approaching perceived a large town, at the diſtance 
of two leagues from the coaſt, which from its ſize, it exceeding any 
town in Cuba we named Grand Cairo. The ſmalleſt Veſſel was chen 
1 cg to . Feger and examine * OI cat. 


- Onthe moring by deen of March, five b came off to 
Theſe veſſels are like troughs, made of one entire tree, and many 

of Hank capable of containing fifty men. We made ſignals of inyitation 
to thoſe on board, with which they readily complied, not ſhewing the 
leaſt apprehenſion. Above thirty entered the principal. veſſel, where 
they were treated with ſuch proviſions as we could give them, and each 
was preſented with a ftring of green beads. After admiring the veſſels 
for ſome time their chief deſired to return, ſaying that he would on the 
enſuing day come again to us with more Canoes, in order to bring us to 
land. Theſe Indians wore cloſe dreſſes of cotton, their waiſts being 
_ with a narrow cloth; in which, we obſerved that they exhibited 
B 2 more 


(4) 
more ſerie of deceney than the natives of Cuba, with whom this-dreſs_ 
was uſed i by the woren onhy. On the enſuing day, the fame chief 
came with twelve large Canoes; and made ſignals to our Captain that he 
would bring us to land. This he expreſſed by ſay ing, Con-Efedtoch,” 
Con- Eſcotoch, which fignifies, come to our town: and it was from this 
that we gave it the name of Punta de Cotoche. It was determined by us 
to accept the invitation, obſerving the proper precaution of going all in a 
body, and by one embarkation, as we perceived the' ſhore to be lined 
with Tndians. We therefore hoiſted out our own boats, and in them, 
with twelve Canoes brought to us by. the chief, and our fmalleft veſſel 
we proceeded to the land. On arriving there we halted for à time to 
conſidet what ſhould be done, but the. Sandee or Chief ſtill urging us by 
figns to advance, we proceeded in good order, with fifteen croſs- bows and 
ten muſquets, the chief guiding us, and accompanied by a number of 
the natives; On a ſudden, as we paſſed by ſome thick woods, the 
Cacique began to call out loudly to a body of Indians which he had 


poſted there in ambuſcade; they ſallied out upon us at the ſignal, and 


poured in a p- of ee e e wa wounded en of our 
en. 5 8 5 


0 Theſe warriors were armed with Alike coats of ö d 
beſides their bows and arrows, lances, ſhields and ſlings; they alfo 
| wore ornaments of feathers on their heads. Having diſcharged their 
arrows they advanced, and attacked us with their lances, but the keen- 
neſs of our {words and the effect of our croſs-bows and muſquetry ſoon 
drove them to a diſtance, with the loſs of fifteen left dead upon the ſpot. 
Near the place of this ambufcade were three buildings of lime and ſtone, 
wherein were idols of clay with diabolical countenances, and in ſtrange 
unnatural poſtures; and ſeveral wooden cheſts which contained ſimilar 
idols but ſmaller, ſome veſſels, three diadems, and ſome imitations of 
birds and fiſhes in alloyed gold. The buildings of lime and ſtone, and 
the gold gave us a high idea of the Country we had diſcovered. On 
our return to the ſhore we had the ſatisfaction to find, that while we 
were fighting, our chaplain Gonzales had takeiv care of the cheſts and: 
their 
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their contents, which he had with the aſſiſtance of two. Indians of Cuba 


rought off fafely to our ſhips. - In this action we made two natives pri- 
foners, who were afterwards baptized, and called by the names of Melchor, 
and Julian, r ene we ee as ee 1 


cowards the Weft. pes 10 


e fifreen Page cautious e ſailing wy an 8 —_— we TY 
covered from our ſhips a large town with an inlet which was apparently 
a River. This place we named from the day on which we difcovered it, 
which was Sunday of Lazarus; and here we determined to endeavour to 
procure water, of which we were in want, owing to the badneſs of our 


cafks, our limited means not enabling us to purchaſe proper veſſels for 


that purpoſe. As the tides run very far out, we left our large ſhips a 
league's diftance from the ſhore, and proceeding thither well armed, 
came to the water which ſupplied the town; for in this Country as far as 
we could obſerve; there are no running ſtreams. Here we filled our 
caſks, and juſt as we had finiſhed, about fifty Indians dreſſed in cotton 


mantles and to all appearance chiefs, approached us, enquiring by figns 
what we wanted ; to which we replied in the ſame manner, that we-came 
for water, and were returning to our veſſels. They then pointed tothe 


Eaſt, by way of aſking if we came from that quarter, repeating ſeveral _ 
times the word Caſtillan; after which they invited us to their town, 
to which we proceeded with them, and arrived at ſome large, and very 
well conſtructed buildings of lime and ſtone, with figures of ſerpents 
and of idols painted upon the walls. When we entered theſe temples, 


for fuch they were, we perceived about one of the altars traces of blood 


freſh ſpilled ; there were alſo ſeveral idolatrous figures and fymbols, all 
which contributed to impreſs us with ſurpriſe and horror. During this 
time the Indians behaved peaceably, but collected in great numbers, 


- which put us upon our guard though they appeared only to be attracted 


by curiofity. A body of natives foon appeared, dreſſed in very ragged 
mantles, and each bearing a bundle of dry reeds, which having depo- 
ſited together, they retired. After them came two bodies of warriors, 
each commanded by its captain, who drew them up oppoſite to us: im- 
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| mediately after which, ten prieſts ruſhed out of an adjoining . 


They were dreſſed in looſe robes of white cotton, their long hair was clot- 
ted with blood, and matted and twiſted together ſo as: to be apparently 
impoſſible to be ſeparated ; they had in their hands veſſels. containing fire 
and aromatics, with which they fumigated us, making figns at the fame 


time, that unleſs we quitted their Country before the fuel lying by us was 


conſumed; they would put us to death. They then kindled the faggots, 
and "retired without doing any thing more. The. warriors however 


began to make a noiſe by whiſtling, ſounding their horns, and drums. 
Theſe formidable preparations made us think it moſt prudent to retire, 


which we accordingly did, and regaining our boats on board of which 
the water caſks had been already put, we embarked, and reaching our 
veſſels, proceeded on our voyage. We coaſted for fix days, — 
which time we encountered a Walen gale of wind from the North, and 
were in imminent danger of being driven on ſhore. We alſo ſuffered 
from want of water, owing to the badneſs of the veſſels, and. were con- 
ſtantly obliged to go on ſhore and fink wells, in order to procure a dail 

ſupply. Continuing our route, we arrived oppoſite a town about a a 
league from the coaſt, en we nnen, to We to, and for that 


. [ 


This town che name of which was Fönen, e coe 
buildings of lime and ſtone, and was ſurrounded by fields of maize.— 
Having landed and found a ſpring of water, while we were engaged in 
filling our caſks, large bodies of warriors approached us in filence ; they 


were armed with their uſual miſſile weapons, ſhields, and two handed 


ſwords. Their bodies were covered by a defenſive armour of cotton 


reaching to the knees, their faces painted black, white, and red, and 
_ plumes of feathers ornamented their heads. They accoſted us in the 


ſame manner that the natives of Campeche had done, pointing to the 
Eaſt and faying ** Caſtillan, Caſtillan, we replied to them by ſigns 
that we came from the Eaſt, but were much perplexed to know the 
meaning of this expreſſion, or whether to conſtrue it favorably or other- 
wiſe; and as we meant to remain on ſhore, for the night, we formed 

ourſelves 
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ourſelves into a wy; and bus a good watch i in every direction; being 
alſo occupied in conſulting upon the arrangement of our future move- 
ments. During this time we heard a great noiſe among the Indians, 
which we conſidered. as portending us no good. Some of us were for 
_ embarking, but that was conſidered too dangerous to attempt in the 
face of the enemy, others were for attacking them, on the old principle 
that he who makes the. firſt attack conquers; but we had at leaſt three 
hundred to encounter, for each one of us, and this was conſidered too raſh. 
| While thus occupied, day broke, and gave us a fight of our danger. We 
comforted each other with hopes of God's mercy, and each determined 
to exert himſelf to the utmoſt. We ſoon perceived great bodies of war- 
riors advancing, with colours flyin g, and joining themſelves to thoſe 
who had aſſembled on the preceding night. IT hey then encloſed us on 
all ſides, fighting with us foot to foot, and wounded above ten of our 
ſoldiers; the execution however of our fire arms and ſwords made them 
draw off a little, but it was only to uſe their arrows to more effect. 
| They continually cried out. Al Calachioni,” or ſhoot at the captain; in 
| conſequence, he received no leſs than twelve arrows. I alſo got three for 
my ſhare, one of which, in my left fide, was very dangerous, and two 
of our ſoldiers they carried off alive; one was named Alonzo Bote, the 
other was an old Portugueſe. Our captain ſeeing that all our exertions 
to drive them off were ineffect ual, that the enemy were continually 
receiving ſupplies, while we had above fifty of our number killed, de- 
termined to endeavour to cut his way through them. This we effected, 
being formed into a compact body; but they purſued us at our heels, 
attacking us with their lances, and with ſhowers of arrows. We how- 
ever reached our boats, but it was only to encounter new difficulties ; 
the hurry and preſſure to embark was ſuch, that the boats were ſunk, 
and we were forced, half wading, and half ſwimming, to endeavour to 
reach the ſmall veſſel, which came as far as poſſible to our aſſiſtance; 
our ſoldiers received many wounds, while in and about the boats, and it 
was with the utmoſt difficulty that any of us eſcaped with our lives. On 
counting our numbers when we arrived on board the ſhips, we found 
that our loſs amounted to fifty- ſeven. This action laſted above half an 


hour, 


62) | 
hour, In the marine charts this bay is name . De Mala pelea.”? 
Our wounds after a little time became very painful, from the cold-and ſea 
water, and we began to grow very much out of humour with the Pilot 


Alaminos, and his diſcoveries. He ſtill however 1 1 wp 
nal abi omg and i in EY on this land was a continent. 


-- 2:44, Mr — — — bh _—_— II ARE — — 4 — . 
— F 5 4 
5 ; 


— : —_ 8 
= EIN Ee ents: Gn a RET iT; eee . an Sang r * a 
* re pe: ho. 9 - <8 — * : Os, — 3 A 
2 4 * F - 
e i — e — or EL © A G — — ** 1 = . ASD — a 7-4 = 
—- = * * 9 99 
* oO Ao - * 
— K 
3 5 + 
: ot 8 — 5 . 8 „,“ f 5 CES Rn 1 — 
- - "wer. 7 8 n 8 " _ N — . 8 — "£207; K _ © > 
— by 7 » Dp. ” (Shaper P r Ger D D — 
* * — - 7 — g * 
2 
3 F -— vo n _ wn# anc : --..+ "<= 
43 
4 
* > 
- 


One ſoldier arly of thoſe who | Hirvived bad e ebend; 
moſt of us had three or four wounds, our captain twelve. The matiners 
allo. were many of them | diſabled ; for which reaſon we burned our 
ſmalleſt veſſel, and divided her crew between the others. But I have 
yet to mention the greateſt misfortune that attended us. In the hurry 
to eſcape from the natives, we had been forced to leave our caſks be- 
hind. The thirſt we endured in conſequence thereof, during the time 
that we were at ſea was ſuch that our very tongues and lips cracked: 
Such cruel hardſhips attend thoſe who go on voyages of diſcovery] After 
three days ſall, we perceived an inlet which we concludetl would lead to 
a river or ſome frefh water; fifteen mariners and three ſoldiers entered to 
examine it, but what water they found was all ſalt, even where they ſunk 
pits on the ſhore, and when they returned with it, diſtreſſing as our 
thirſt was we found it undrinkable. We called this the inlet of alliga- 
tors, from the number of thoſe animals ſeen there. The reigning 
winds of North and North Eaſt at this time inereaſed to a ſtorm which 
we fortunately weathered, and then, having determined to return to the 
Havannah, by the advice of Alaminos we ran for the coaſt of Florida, 
which by his maps, his degrees, and altitudes, he found to be diſtant 
about ſeventy leagues. With this navigation he was well acquainted, hav- 
ing been in that country in a voyage of diſcovery with Juan Ponce de Leon, 
ten or twelve years before. Accordingly, having failed for four days 
acroſs the gulf, we diſcovered that Jus of the coaſt of America to- "which 
ve were bound. | 
a8 © When we and the coaſt, the firſt object with us was to 
Eid | obtain a ſupply of water. Our captain, from his wounds and ſufferings 
„ by thirſt, was ſinking hourly ; on his account therefore and our own, 
is 1 twenty 
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twenty of us, of which number I NS one, went on ſhore with the/caſks. 
The pilot Alaminos warned us to be prepared againſt a ſudden attack of 
the natives, who had in that manner fallen on him, in his former viſit 
to this coaſt. We accordingly put a good guard in an open place near 
the ſhore, and proceeded to make wells, in which to our great ſatisfac-. 
tion we found excellent water. We ſtayed about an hour ſteeping 
_ eloths in it, and waſhing our wounds, and this delay enabled the. In- 


dians to fall on us; for at the expiration. of that period, one of our out 
centinels came to give us the alarm of their approach, a few moments 


| only before they appeared. Theſe Indians were very tall of ſtature, and- 


were clothed in the ſkins of animals. They aſſailed us with a flight of 
arrows, with which they wounded fix of us, and myſelf among the 
reſt. We however beat them off, and they then went to ſupport another 
body of their countrymen, who, in their canoes, had attacked and 
ſeized- our boat, and were dragging it away with them, having 
wounded the pilot Alaminos, and four of the mariners. We followed 
them eloſe, and wading above our middles in the water, reſcued the 


boat, leaving in all twenty-two of them dead, and three who. were, 


flightly wounded, we made priſoners ; theſe however died in the voy-- 
age, After the natives were beaten off, we enquired of the ſoldier 
who brought the repoxt of the enemy, what had become of his com- 
panion; he faid that a ſhort time before, he ſaw him go towards the 
water fide with a hatchet in his hand, to cut a palmita ; that he ſhortly 
after heard him cry out as he ſuppoſed when the enemy were putting 
him to death, and therefore he gave the alarm, the Indians appearing 
immediately after. This ſoldier was named Berrio: he was the only 
perſon who eſcaped without a wound in Pontonchan. We went in 
ſearch of him, and found the plant which he had begun to cut, and the 
ſand much trodden, but no trace of blood: of courſe we concluded that 
he had been carried off alive. After ſearching for the ſpace of an hour 
we gave him up, and returned to the veſſels with the water, which, 

when our companions ſaw, they knew no moderation in their joy. 

One man in particular leaped into the boat when it came along - ſide the 


veſſel, and — a caſk of water, did not ſtop drinking until he died. 
C We 
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We then proceeded on our veyage by ſome low Iſlands named Los 
Baxos de los Martires, where the veſſel on board which our captain was 
ſtruck ground, and in conſequence took in ſo much water that ſhe was 
near ſinking; indeed we feared that our utmoſt exertions in pumping 
could not bring her into port. There were as I recollect two ſailors of 
the Levant on board: when we-called to them. to aſſiſt us in pumping 
they replied, ** facetelo vos ! Do it yourſelves!” At this time we were ex- 
hauſted by fatigue, and the veſſel in the moſt imminent danger of ſinlæ- 
ing: however we forced them to give us their aſſiſtance, though un- 
willingly: and by our exertions, with the bleſſing of God, we arrived 


regs at Puerto de e W Is now built the nn of _ Havan- 
nah. 


® 


on our arrival an neh was forwarded to the r D. 
Velaſgues, to inform him that we had diſcovered a Country where the 
houſes were built of lime and ſtone, and the inhabitants decently clad; 
that they ſowed maize, and poſſeſſed gold. Our captain went imme 
diately to his eſtate near Santi Spiritus, where he died in ten days after 
his arrival. Three ſoldiers alſo died of their wounds in the Havannah, 
and the reſt diſperſed to their different homes or avecations: The fame 
of our diſcovery was ſpread throu gh the Iſlands by the veſſels on 
their arrival. When the figures and idols which they brought were 
produced, it was believed that they were antiques conveyed to thoſe 
countries by a Jewifh colony, after the deſtruction of their city by Titus 
and Veſpaſian. Our Indian priſoners on being aſked if their country 
produced gold, replied in the affirmative, which is contrary to fact, as 
has been ſince well aſcertained. - The name which that part of the con- 
tinent now acquired, was owing to an equivocal expreſſion or miſtake of 
words. Vuca is the Inſular name of the plant made uſe of for bread, 
the heap of earth in which it is planted is called by theſe people, Tale; on 
being queſtioned relative to it, they ſaying they knew it, and uſing this 
word with its ſignification in their language, the two repeated together 
made the word Yuca-tal, or Yucatan as it was expreſſed by the Spaniards, 
and ever after remained applied to that part of America. Such was all 


that 
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khat the ſoldiers gained by this diſcovery, from which we came back, | 
poor and wounded, and thought thoſe fortunate who had reached their 1 
| bores alive, for our loſs from firſt to laſt amounted to ſeventy of our k 
number. Diego Velaſquez wrote to his patron the Biſhop of Burgos | | 
relating the particulars of his diſcovery and the expences he had been at, | 
for all which he obtained fame and credit with his Majeſty, but not a i 
ſyllable was ſaid of the poor ſoldiers who had expended their properties, | 
and loſt, or riſqued, their lives in the expedition. - 6 


Three ſoldiers of us whoſe object was to reach the town of Trini- | 
dad, as ſoon as our wounds were healed, agreed with an inhabitant of 
the Havannah who was going thither in a canoe with a cargo of cotton 
to fell, for our paſſage, for which he was to be paid ten crowns in gold. 
Accordingly we embarked with him, and after coaſting for eleven days, 
we arrived near an Indian town named Canarreon, where we were driven 
on ſhore by a violent gale of wind. The canoe was daſhed to pieces, 
and we with difficulty reached the land, naked, wounded, and bruiſed, 
by the violence of the waves. We had no reſource but in the clothing 
adopted by the firſt pair, and in the ſame wood where we procured this, 
we found a ſpecies of tough flexible roots called Bejucos, with which 
we tied on our feet ſandals made of the bark of trees, which we cut out 
for that purpoſe with ſharp ſtones; and travelling thus for two days, 
we came to the village of Yaguarrama where Fray Bartholome de las 
Caſas afterwards biſhop of Chiapa was then pariſh prieſt. On the next 
day I went to another town named Chipiona, belonging to Alonzo de 
Avila, where, at the houſe of a friend named Anthonio de Medina I got 
clothed, and then purſued my journey to St. Jago, where I found the 
_ governor Velaſquez buſily employed in fiting out another armament for | 
diſcovery. As he was my relation, and alſo as governor, I went to | 
wait upon him, and after paying him my reſpects, he aſked me if I was 
able to undertake another expedition to Yucatan. I told him that he 
ſhould ſay the land of wounds and calamity to which he anſwered 


that he knew we had ſuffered much in the former voyage, but that 
C 2 ſuch 
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+ ow governor Diego Valins, rieiraged bf the accounts of 
thoſe who Nane from the laſt expedition, now fitted out a ſecond 
armament conſiſting of four ſhips, two of which were employed i in the 
former voyage, and the other two were purchaſed by himſelf. Theſe 
veſſels were to be commanded by his relation Juan de Grijalva, (in 
chief ) Pedro de Alvarado, Prancifco- de Montejo, and Alonzo de Avila, 
all perſons of valour, and poſſeſſed of eſtates in the iſlands. The charge 
of the equipment was divided thus; each captain found proviſions and 
failors, the arms and ſome trifling neceſſaries were provided by the go- 
vernor. The accounts of the richnefs of the country, eſpecially thoſe 
given by the native Melchorejo, created an univerſal diſpoſition 1 in thoſe 
who were unprovided in the lands to engage in the expedition. Ae- 
cordingly, two hundred and forty companions immediately entered them- 
ſelves, amongſt Whom 1 determined to 88157 oy fortune A ſecond time. 
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Eich of us Spots a certain ſum to o provide various neceſſary 
Yer both for the veſſels and for ourſelves i in the field. The orders 
and ĩinſtructions given by the governor to our chief were, to procure 
and bring. back all the gold and ſilver that he could, and he gave him 
diſeretionary power to act as he thought beſt, in regard to colonization 
or eftabliſiments. The veedor appointed by us was named Penaloſa, 
and our: ebaphain- was named Juan Diaz. We had the ſame pilots who 
had- gone the former voyage, and a fourth whoſe name I do not recollect. 
Our rendez vous was at the port of Matanzas, which was convenient for 
victualling, as the coloniſts bud n ns and ſtores of ogy in. 
that neighbourhood. 


The 


The name of Matanzas was given to this place on the following 
account. Before the iſland w-as conquered, u Spaniſh veſſel was wrecked 
on this coaſt, in her voyage from St. Domingo to the Lucayan Iſlands 
to procure ſlaves. Thirty men and women eſcaped to the land, and were 
met by a number of Indians who offered them an hoſpitable reception, 
and propoſed to take them i in their canoes. Our: people being embarked, 
when they were in the middle of the river the Indians upſet the canoes, 
and killed or drowned them all except three men and one woman who 
was handſome; ſhe was taken by one of their principal caciques, and 
the three men were allotted to others, After the conqueſt of the ifland 
was effected, ſhe and the Indian chief parted, and I afterwards knew her 
married in the city of Trinidad to one Pedro Sanchez Farfan. I was alſo 
acquainted with the three men; one was named Gonzalo Mexia, another 
Juan de St. Eſtevan, and the third Caſcorro. This laſt mentioned had 
married the daughter of the cacique to whoſe lot he Ml, and bad his 
ears 0 noſe bored like the miner, 55 . hi dom ite 
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on we fifth * A Angit; I 61 8, 3 FR heard maſs whh great 
devitian, we ſet fail, and in ten days paſſed the point of Guaniguanico, 
called by the pilots St. Anton. In eight days more we came in fight of 
the Hand of Cozumel, whither we were driven in part by the currents, 
which forced us farther down than when we came with Cordova. 
Coaſting along the iſland by the South, we perceived a landing place at 
which our captain Grijalva went on thore with a conſiderable body of 
| ſoldiers. The natives of an adjacent town fled at the ſight of the ſhips, 
but our people found two old men who could not follow them concealed 
" ſome maize. Our interpreters; Julianillo, and Melchorejo, under- 
| theſe Indians very well, for that iſland. is diſtant but four leagues . 
— their native country. Grijava treated. them well, and made them 
ſome preſents, in hopes to be thereby able to induce the inhabitants to 
return to their town, for which purpoſe they were then diſmiſſed. 
Same time after, an Indian girl of a good perſon and countenance joined 
us, and addreſſed us in the language of the Iſland of Jamaica, which is 
the ſame with that of Cuba, The account ſhe gave'of herſelf was, that 


TS) 


of —— "to fiſh at certain ſmall Iſl a 


ls,” and that the current 


had driven them hither, where the natives had "killed and ſacrificed "WES 


huſband and all her companions. Our captain thought that this woman 
| might be ſerviceable in inducing the natives to return; he therefore ſent 
her on a meſſage to that effect, for which he allowed them a period of 
two days; but on the enſuing . one ſhe came back and informed us that ſhe 

could not prevail on any of them to do ſo. We named this place Santa 
: Cruz, having diſcovered it on the day of that holy. feſtival. In the 
toben we found a quantity of honey in ives, vegetables, ſuch as boniatos 


and potatoes, and droves of hogs of the ſpecies of the country With the 
navel on the back. There were two ſmaller towns in the Iſland: which 


"ED we did Hot. viſit, en peretiving: ages op to be loſs of time, 
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Pinkie che route of P. H. — Gee in Saks FEA we 8! 
at —— and caſting anchor at the diſtance of a league from the 
ſhore, on account of the height of the tides, we diſembarked one half 


of our ſoldiers; landing them cloſe to the town. The natives, Proud af 
their former ſucceſs, attacked us immediately on our landing in great 
bodies, and with much military parade. Experience had taught us to 
go well prepared, and accordingly we brought falconets in our boats. 
Half our number was wounded before we reached the land, but when we 
formed, and had received a reinforcement by a ſecond embarkation, we 
ſoon drove them to the marſhes; with the loſs however of three of our 
ſoldiers, and our captain received three arrows, and had two of his 
teeth beaten out. When we entered the town after the defeat of the 
natives, we found that they had removed all their effects. Three of 
them whom we had taken-priſoners we thought by kind uſage to have 


made friends of, and that they would have induced their countrymen 
to return, but after we had diſmiſſed them they never came back to us, 


and we ſuſpected that our interpreters had treacherouſly ſpoken to them in 
oppoſition to our intentions. The field where we fought with theſe 
people was very ſtony, and there was on it a prodigious ſwarm of 


| W animals during the action {prang up and ftruck us in 
the 


naica two years before i in a 1 canoe with ten 
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the faces, ſo that we hardly knew when to put-up bus flies 40 guard 
us, or whether they were arrows a locuſts Ew Es us, . 
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After Ge days tine 6 in | Chimpodiie we re· embarked, and ad purſuing 
our alyoyuge arrived at What appeared to be the entrance of a large river; 
but our pilot Alaminos infiſted that what we faw'i before us dds a 
Hand, and that he faw the termination of it. Theſe eireumſtanees 
eauſed us to name the bay, Boca de Terminos. Captain de Grijalva 
with many officers and ſoldiers went to examine the bay and neigh- 
bouring country; on the ſhore they found ſome adoratories or temples, 
built of lime and ſtone, and containing idols made of clay and wood. 
ſome in the figures of women, others of ſerpents, and many homs of 
deer. Theſe were the occaſional offerings of traders or hunters, who 
| frequented thoſe parts, for they were entirely uninhabited, but abun- 
dantly ſtocked with deer and rabbits. We killed ten of the former with 
one grey hound, and many rabbits. The dog was leſt behind us on our 
_ embarking „but when we returned with Cortes we found him on the 


ſhore, and he ſeemed to have res well in our ales, N * was * 
n and leck. 19: gh 
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th rom ihe 8 FI Boca de Terminos ane tende andi in 
4 days arrived at another inlet, which being diſcovered by ſounding 
to be ſhallow, was entered by the veſſels of the lighteſt burthen, in which, 
together with the boats, we embarked our whole: force, as we perœeived 
numbers of armed Indians in canoes. We therefore judged that we 
were near ſame populous town or diftric, and the more ſo, as we found, 
and took fiſh out of nets, which were laid in the track of our veſſels. 
This River was called Tabaſco from a native chieftain; but it was from 
this time named in honor of our Captain, de Grijalva, and it is ſo put 
down in the maps. When we approached the ſhore. we heard the noiſe 
_ occaſioned by the falling of timber, which was a preparation of defence, 
for they were very well acquainted: with the tranſactions of Pontonchan. 
We diſembarked at a Point of land which was diſtant about half a 
league 


tives Ae againſt 1 ys. . 3 and preps ared ed for battle, in 74 
fifty canoes; but fortunately it was determined on our part, to addr f 
them through our interpreters, who declared to them our pacific inten- 
tions, and invited their chiefs to an interview..” Upon this, about 
thirty Indians landed; to whom we preſented. beads and coloured glaſs, 
| Our captain then cauſed to be explained to them how we had come from 

| courttry and were the yaſſals of a great prince to whom we re- 

| nendec them to ſubmit, and further, that in exchange for thoſe 
beocs and glaſſes, we expected that they ſhould give us a ſupply of pro- 
viſions, Two of them, A chief and prieſt made anſwer to us by ſay ing 
that they would barter, and give us proviſions: that? as to a ſovereign, 
they already had one, and that gur demand was ſo unſcaſonable that 

they adviſed us to be cautious. how we repeated that, or any ſimilar. one, 8 
l eſt they ſhould attack us as in Pontonchan, they having two xiquipils 

5 (eight thouſand men each, ) of warriors ready for the purpoſe, adding. 

that though confident of their force, they had come to treat with us 
amicabiy, and would. repeat to their chiefs our propoſal, and return to 
us with their deciſion for peace or war. Grijalva embraced. them in 
token of peace, and preſenting them with ſtrings of beads, required 
their ſpeedy return with an anſwer, which they promiſed and fulfilled, 
aſſuring us on the part of their chiefs, of the moſt -pacific conduct; 
and as it ĩs the cuſtom of that country in amicable treaties to make 
preſents, thirty Indians: ſhortly afterwards: came to us loaded with broiled 

fiſh, fowls, fruit, bread of maize, and veſſels with lighted coals to 

fumigate us with incenſe, and ſpreading a mat upon the ground and a 
mantle over it, they laid thereon ſome toys of gold made in the form 
of birds, and lizards, and three:ticeklaces of gold caſt like beads, with 
ſome other trifles not altogether worth two hundred crowns; they alſo 
produced ſome cotton mantles and other articles of clothing uſed by them, 
ſaying, that we ſhould receive their preſent kindly, it being the whole 
of the gold that they were able to collect. But they added, that more 
to the Weſt there was abundance thereof, repeating ſeveral times, 

N and**Culua,” words which we at that time did not underſtand. 
| bs *, We 
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We FS ſatisfied höre by" this pol chat there Was gold mas _ - 
country, and we haſtened to quit o our ſtation, Where a gale of wind from 
the North, LR as v was to be hourly expected, might | Pye n to us. 


: I? i $4. 14 Its + 6 17 # et 


* 
f 


Tot two days fail from this lack; we arrived oppoſite 1 to a Wen on 
che coaſt, named Aguayaluco, where we obſerved" the inhabitants pa- 
11 rading, armed with fhidds of the ſhell of the turtle, which being po- 
—_—_ - --- liſhed and ſhining in the ſun'our ſoldiers inſiſted were of gold. This 
1 place we named La Rambla. We next came to an inlet where the river 
Farole diſcharges itſelf: this we named the river of St. Antonio. Cor : 
tinuing our route by the mouth of the great river 'Guacayalco, and the | 
high chain of mountains which are covered with perpetual ſnow; as alſo 
others nearer the ſea and which we named the ridge of St. Martin, be- 
cauſe they were firſt deſcribed by one of our ldiers of that name, Alva- 
rado diſcovered and entered the river called by the natives Papalohuna, 
pl it but by us afterwards the river of Alvarado, where the natives of a place 
Tt: ED named Tlatocalpa preſented him with ſome fiſh,” Our chief was much 
N diſpleaſed with the conduct of this officer, for whoſe return we were 
obli ged to wait during three days, and gave orders that in future no ſhip | 
ſhould ever ſeparate from the ſquadron, leſt an accident ſhould happen 
where it might not be poſſible to afford affiſtance; As ſoon as Alvarado 
had rejoined us we proceeded on our voyage until we came to the river 
Vanderas, ſo called by us on account of the white banners which we 
öbſerved upon the ſhore, and which were borne by numbers of Tnalaus, 
who waved © them as a _ of invitation to us. 5 
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It iĩ is now well FRED wegen ſt of Chriſtendom, 45 Mexico | 

CJ a City as large as Venice, and built in the ſame manner upon the 

water, alſo that the numerous and extenſive provinces of that empire 
1 were ruled by a great monarch named Montezuma, whoſe thirſt for 
0 "conqueſt induced him to extend his views to the utmoſt limits of poſſi- 

1 bllity. This monarch had received information of our firſt expedition 
1 under Cordova, of the battle of Champoton, that we were very few in 
vuniber, and that we came to procure gold” in exchange for certain 
articles 


69 


articles which we e brought with us. All theſe nn had been 
faithfully reported to him by painted repreſentations tranſmitted by ex- 
preſſes to his edurt. Montezuma therefore on our arrival coming to his 
knowledge, iſſued orders to his officers'to procure from us in exchange 
for gold, our green glaſs beads, on which they ſet great value, not 
knowing them to be artificial, and he had alſo given them inſtructions, 
to endeavour to make particular enquiry, both as to our perſons and in- 
tentions. We alſo underſtood that he was much influenced by an ancient 
prophecy which is {aid to have declared, that men were to come from 
where the ſun riſes to rule that country. In compliance with theſe 
orders. his officers were now upon the coaſt and making figns of invita- 
to us. This induced our general to fend a party to the ſhore under 
the command of Capt. F. de Montejo 5 the weather was favorable, an 
unuſual circumſtance on that coaſt ; we therefore landed without diffi- 
culty, and found: the governor of that diſtrict, under Montezuma, 
attended by many natives with proviſions of fowls, bread, and fruit, 
ſuch as pines, and ſapotes. They were repoſing upon mats under the 
| ſhade of ſome trees, and invited us by ſigns to do the ſame, for our In- 
dians of Cotoche did: not underſtand their language; they alſo, as on 
former occaſions, preſented us with incenſe. . Our reception being re- 
ported to our chief, Grijalva, he immediately landed with the whole of 
the ſoldiers, and as ſoon as his rank was made known to the Indians, 
they treated him with the greateſt reſpect, which he returned with 
equal courteſy, and ordered beads and cut glaſs to be diftributed to them, 
ſignifying his wiſh to procure gold in return; in conſequence of which, 
we. obtained pieces of gold of various workmanſhip, to the value of 
fifteen thouſand crowns. It muſt be this gold that Gomara and Oviedo. 
mean, when they fay in their hiſtories that fo much was obtained in 
Tabaſco,' a country in which that metal i is not to. be found at all, or but 
in very ſmall quantity. We at this time took poſſeſſon of theſe terri- 
tories under the Governor of Cuba, and in his Majeſty's: name; and 
after diſtributing ſome ſhirts of European manufacture among the na- 
tives, we re-embarked, taking with us one of them, who was baptized | 
and named Franciſco. I faw him after the mpg © of Mexico, fettled. 
117 D 2 and 
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and iarried at a place called Santa Fe. After ſtaying here! ſix days we 
now re-embarked and ſailed along the coaſt, paſſing a low Iſland diſtant 
three leagues from the main, called by us Ifla Blanca. Farther on 
we came to à large one, diſtant about a league and a half therefrom, 
| where a party commanded by our captain went on ſhore. | Our people 
. . found on this laſt mentioned Iſland two buildings of lime and tone, well. 
8 ce eonftructed, each with ſteps, and an altar placed before certain hideous 
figures, the repreſentations of the Gods of theſe Indians. They found 
alſo here the bodies of five unfortunate perſons who had been facrificed on 
the preceding night, their hearts cut out, their limbs ſeparated from the 
bodies, and the walls and altars ſtained with their blood. This Iſland 
/ was named Iſla de Los Sacrificios. Oppoſite to it on the continent we 
landed, and conſtructing huts, rer ained ſome time time in expectation 
of trading with the natives for gold. Many Indians came thither, but 
| brought very little of that. metal, and 2PÞpeared ſhy. and nden in 3 
ge hp of W we TIER. and eee 


on our arrival at t that port of whe ditt ks che t town \of 5 St. ting | 

de Ulua is now built, we lodged ourſelves in huts which we conſtructed 
upon the ſand hills, and having ſounded the harbour we found good 
anchorage, and it was ſecure. to the North. A party of thirty of un 
commanded by our captain then proceeded to examine the Iſland, where 
we found a temple containing a very large and hideous image intended 
to reprefent a God, the name given to which was Tezcatepuca, Here 
were four Indians in long black mantles reſembling the habit of the Do- 
minicans; theſe were prieſts, and they had that day ſacrificed two boys, 
and offered their hearts to that curſed idol. On our entering they came 
to us with their pots of incenſe, but we could not endure it, being diſ- 
guſted and grieved at the fight, and the horrid cruelty of their ſacrifices. 
Our interpreter whip ſhewed ſome marks of intelligence being queſtioned 

as to the cauſe of thoſe victims being put-to death in that manner, made 
anſwer as well as he could, that it was done by the Indians of Culva or 
Culchua, meaning the Mexicans ; but he pronounced this word, Ulua, 
a name which ever after EE the place. It was called St. John, 


partly 


— 


1 * | 
ae ab wens day. of St. Join; and partly in compliment 


ſome gold, but in-ſo trifling a quantity as not to be worth mentioning, 
and here. we remair 
Our bread now growing very bad, and our wounded men declining, 
being alſo convinced that the land where we were was a part of the con- 
tinent, and our number having been ſo reduced as to be inſufficient for 
color ization, it was determined to fend P. de Alvarado to Cuba for a 
reinforcement,” which was accordingly done, for our chief was very 
atio to eſtabliſh a ſettlement, and always ſhewed himſelf a moſt va- 
Jliant officer, the very reverſe of what would. be fuppoled, nn the 
ee caſt ** him * Gomara. 225 


From the time of our filing the Governor of Cuba had n 
bing penſive and uneaſy as to our fate; at length he determined to fend 
a veſſel in ſearch of us, commanded by a valiant ſoldier nawed Chriſ- 
toval de Oli: but after De Oli had failed for ſome time in our track, he 
met with a gale of wind which fo ſhattered his veſſel that he was obliged 
to return to Cuba, without having gained in any degree the intelligence 
he was ſent for. This was a great diſappointment to Velaſquez; how- 
ever he was ſoon relieved by the arrival of Alvarado. The diſplay of 
the gold ſtruck the governor and all who ſaw it with aſtoniſhment; and 
Velaſquez thought he never could ſufficiently ſhew his favor to one who 
had brought ſuch apreeable intelligence; Alvarado was feafted and ho- 
nored, and the fame of the newly diſcovered and wealthy country was 
A and nn u the Hands, and ſoon reached Caſtille. 


A; ö to axis our 5 as a as eircum- 
ſtanoes would permit, and paſſing by the mountains of Tuſta and Tuſpa, 
we approached the province of Panuco, thickly ſet with populous towns, 
about three or four leagues from the coaſt; and advancing further, ar- 

Tived at the river de Canoas, ſo named by us on account of what I am 
going to relate. We were here ſuddenly attacked while at anchor by 


ten canoes Hed with Indians; they fell violently on the ſmalleſt ſhip, 
which 


to our chief, Juan de Grijalva. The neighbouring Indians brought us 


ined ſeven days deſperately annoyed by the moſquitos. = 


| 4 MF 7 
. which was commanded by Alotzo de Avila, and it am 25 if their in- 
| tention was to have carried her off, for they cut the cable, notwith- 

ſtanding the gallant defence made by thoſe on board; bur we ſent them 
ſpeedy affiſtance , whereby the enemy were forced to retreat with a con- 
ſiderable loſs. We then weighed anchor and purſued our route, until 
we arrived at a very bold point of land, which the violence of the cur- 
rent, according to the report of our pilot, did not allow us to double; | 
whereupon it was determined in council to return ta the Iſland of Cuba, 
contrary. to the opinion of Grijalva who was anxious to eſtabliſn a ſettle- 


ment, but was oppoſed for ſeveral reafons, ſuch as the lateneſs of the 


ſeaſon, want of e and ne _—_— ſul ſtai 
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we therfte ft ſail upon our return, in which; Aided _ ths cur- 
rent, we made way rapidly, and entering the river of Tonala, were 
_ obliged to delay, in order to repair one of our ſhips. This veſſel ſtruck 
three times in croſſing the bar, on which the water is ſhallow. The 
natives came to us here very amicably, and brought proviſions of bread, 
fiſh, and fruits. We preſented them with beads and cut glaſs, deſiring 
gold in return, and this being made known in the neighbourhood, - the 


inhabitants of Guacacualco and aber, en brou to us what gold 
was in their WON | ON: 


wy 8 was a cuſtom of * e of this IRR n to carry 
ſmall hatchets of copper, very bright, and the wooden handles of 
which were highly painted, as intended both for defence and ornament. 


| Theſe were ſuppoſed by us to be gold, and were of courſe eagerly pur- 

EE chaſed, inſomuch that within three days we had amongſt us procured 

above fix hundred, and were while under the miſtake as well pleaſed 
with our bargain, as the Indians with their green beads. One mariner 
thought he had made his fortune, having purchaſed ſeven of them. I 
recollect alſo. that a ſoldier named Bartholome Pardo entered a temple 
which was on the ſummit of a high mount, and there found in a cheſt 


ſome diadems and collars of gold, and two figures of idols. * gold 
he 


A 
h un for hind, and — the idols to our commandant. The - 


ſtory however came to the ears of the latter, Who inſiſted on having the 


gold, but was induced to leave it with the poor man on his paying his 
ee J fifth, and the whole was not worth , crowns, _ 


As this comitry 1s infeftel hs e in onder to 1 7” GX 


TS 


WP went to ſleep'in a large temple, near which I at this time ſowed ſeven 


or eight ſeeds of oranges, which 1 had brought from Cuba. They 
grew very well, for the prieſts of the temple took care of them when they 


ſaw that they were uncommon plants. This I mention, becauſe they 


were the firſt trees of the kind that ever grew in New Spain. After the 


conqueſt of Mexico, this province being conſidered as offering the 


greateſt advantages, was choſen by moſt of the principal perſons amongſt 


the conquerors , of which number I was one; and on my arrival there 


I went in ſearch of, and found my young trees nn and having 
tranſ e 9 77 they all did very well. 


We now F leaving the natives very well gtisfied with w us, 
and ſailed for Cuba, where we arrived after a voyage of forty-five days. 
The governor was well pleaſed with the gold, which amounted in value 


to twenty thouſand crowns : but there was much. laughter when the fix 


hundred hatchets were produced, and aſſayed; the governor however 
was on the whole contented, though he appeared for a time diſpleaſed 
with Grijalva, which was owing to-the unj juſt aſperſions of the two. 
captains, Avila and Montejo. | 


Velaſquez now wiſhin g to Come to his Majeſty the firſt account 
of his voyages of diſcovery, and the reſult of them, ſent his. chaplain 
Benito Martinez to Caſtille with letters to his patron the Biſhop of 
Burgos, and to the licentiate Juan Zapata, and ſecretary Lope Con- 
chillos, both of whom were employed in the affairs of the Spaniſh ſet- 
tlements in the Weſt Indies. With all theſe, who were perſons in 


power, Velaſquez had created a ſtrong intereſt for himſelf, by giving 


them rich diſtricts in the iſlands, preferring thereby his own intereſt 
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thoſe countries, that Martinez alſo 


624) 
was in 
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h the conduct of Velaſquez, and the proofs 
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which the porn 0k of 2 alva afforded him ſo . Ee a Kt, ah ect 
F. or this purpoſe he provided ten ſhips at the port of St. Jago, four of | 
which had been on the former voyage, and ſupplied them with ſuch 

proviſions as that place afforded, but their full complement of neceſſaries 

and appointments was to be taken in at the Havannah. Great differ- 

ence of opinion exiſted as to-the appointment of a chief: Vaſco Porcalls 

a man of quality and related to the Count de Feria was propoſed, but 

Velaſquez was afraid to truſt his armament with one of his bold cha- 

racter, left he ſhould revolt, and declare himſelf independent. Au guſtin 

Vermudez, Anthonio Velaſquez Borrego, and Bernardino Velaſquez, 

all relations of the governor, were alſo ſpoken of, but the ſoldiers were FRY 8 

in general inclined towards Grijalva. | 


- Juſt: at t this time Andres de Duero, ſecretary to the. governor, and 
Amador de Lares, the Contador of his Majeſty in Cuba, made a private 
propoſal to a reſpectable Hidalgo named Hernando Cortes, a native of 
Medellin i in Eftremadura, and ſon of Martin Cortes de Monroy, and of 
Catalina Pizarro Altamirano, both, though poor, Hidalgos, and of the 
| good lineages of that province. Hernando Cortes poſſeſſed a property 
in the Iſland of Cuba, had been twice Alcalde there, and had lately : : 
from motives of inclination married a lady named Donna Catalina Suarez 
Pacheco, daughter of Diego Suarez Pacheco of Avila, and of Maria de 
Mercaida a Biſcayan. This marriage brought much trouble upon 
Cortes, and he was frequently i in confinement by the interference of D. 
| Velaſquez. Leaving this to be related more fully by others, I will now 
however proceed in my narrative of what took place between Cortes and 
| | E the 


6 0 


the . and a Theſe two officers, the piece mY 
dential friends of Velaſquez, agreed with Cortes to procure by their in- 
tereſt with the governor his appointment to the command of the arma- 
ment, on condition of his giving them, cach, equal parts with himſelf, 
in the treaſure which ſhould come to his ſhare; for the commiſſion was 
to be extended no. farther than barter and obtaining gold, and not to 
Colonization. This being agreed amongſt them, the Secretary and Con- 
tador took ſuch meaſures, praiſing and recommending Cortes, and 
. touching for his fidelity, to Velaſquez, who had ſtood as father to him 
at his marriage, that they ſucceeded in obtaining the commiſſion for. 
| him, which, it being the office of the ſecretary to draw it up. Was done 
as the proverb ſays with very good ink, and fully * EO to 


the wiſh of Cortes. 


As ſoon as the appointment was made public, to ſon t gave "Y 
tisfaCtion, and others were dif] pleaſed at it; and one Sunday, the gover- 
nor going as uſual to maſs attended by the moſt reſpectable perſons of 
the town and neighbourhood, he lei Hernando Cortes by way of 
diſtinction on his right hand; upon which occaſion one Cervantes, 
called the mad, a kind of buffoon, ran before them repeating his abſur- 
dities ſuch as, Huzza for my maſter Diego, what a captain has he 
+ choſen! And how ſoon he will loſe his fleet!“ With much of that 
kind, but all having. a malicious tendency. Andres.de Duero who was 
preſent cuffed him, and bid him be filent, ſaying he well knew that he 

repeated what others put in his mouth, but the rogue perſevered, adding, 
that he would quit his old maſter, and follow the fortunes of Cortes. 
It was certain that the relations of Velaſquez hired him to repeat thoſe 


things under the colour of folly, and to alarm the governor ; but al he 
laid turned out literally true. 


Cortes unmedlatdy on his appointment proceeded with the greateſt 
activity in making his preparations; he alſo dreſſed and appeared in 
much greater ſtate as to his own perſon than before; wearing a plume 
of feathers, and a gold medal in his cap, which omatrients became him 


very 


— A ER 
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10 


very well, His 8 were very inadequate to this expence, for he was 
much. indebted and diſtreſſed, although he had a good eſtate; being very | . 
extravagant, both as to himſelf and the dreſs and ſtate of his wife; but 

certain merchants, his friends, named Jaime or Jeronymo Tria, and 

Pedro de Xeres, perceiving that he was riſing in the world, and fortune 

likely to fayor him, advanced him four thouſand crowns in money, and 

merchandizes alſo, upon his property. With this, he cauſed to be made 

4 ſtandard of gold and velyet, with the royal arms and a croſs embroi - 
dered thereon, and a latin motto, the meaning of which was, Brothers, | Foe” 

2 Ben this holy croſs with true Math, * with 10 ve {hall h, a . 


Abu: 


OY v ee by bent of drum * ond, of trumpet,. tha all 
3 as entered the ſervice in the preſent expedition, ſhould have their 
ſhares of what gold was obtained, aud grants of land, as ſoon as the 
conqueſt was effected. I muſt obſerve, that notwit hſtanding this was 
announced to be by his Majeſty's commiſſion and authority, the Chap- 
lain Benito Martinez had not yet returned from Caſtille. The procla- 
mation however was no ſooner made, than by general inclination, EO 
well as the private influence of Cortes, volunteers offered. themſelves 
every where, Nothing was to be ſeen or ſpoken of but ſelling lands to 
purchaſe arms and horſes, quilting coats of mail, making bread, and 
ſalting pork for ſea ſtore. Above three hundred of us aſſembled i; in the 
town of St. Jago. The principal perſons in the family of the governor 
entered with us; Diego de Ordas his firſt Major Domo yas ſent by 
him as g ſpy. upon Cortes, whom he already began to ſuſpect, although 
he diſſimulated: and F. de Morla, Eſcobar,. Heredia, Ruano, Eſcu- | 
dero, Ramos de Las. and m others were all adherents K the 
goresmor. ID 102 | 


The = os 2 Velaſguez il continued to. be mpch diffaified 
with him, and envious of the fortune of Cortes. upon this occaſion ; 3 
they knew that a bitter enmity had ſubſiſted between the two on account 
of certain circumſtances attending his late marriage, and they omitted 


nothing that ele be done to induce the governor to revoke his com- 
E 2 miſſidn. 


191 


miſſion. Of this Tortes was very well adviſed, 40d For that vealon 
took care always to be in his company, and to appear entirely devoted! 
to him. Andres de Duero alſo warned Cortes to uſe all poſſible expe- 
dition, as he perceived that Velaſquez was already wavering, frorn the 
importunities of his relations. Leaving therefore to his Lady Donna 
Catalina the care of ſupplying him with what was neceſſary for his 
voyage, Cortes warned all his captains, maſters, | pilots, and foldiers, 
to be on board at the given time, which having ſeen fully complied: | 
with, he went, accompanied by his friends the Secretary and Contador, 
to take his leave of Velaſquez, whom he parted from with. great polite- 
meſs, and many aſſurances of ſervice on both ſides. On the enſuing 
morning he enibarked, being accompanied by the governor to his ſhip, 


_ yon] fail N our fleet ene in a OW days at FO town 


There were in the town * Trinidad at chis 5 penal 4 very „ ef ſpeRtible” 
nil Or: Hidalgos, from whom all of us, *but Cortes in particular, 
experienced a moſt hoſpitable reception. Cortes here planted the royal 
ſtandard in front of his quarters, and cauſed a proclamation to be made, 
inviting volunters, a number of whom, Hidal; gos of moſt reſpectable 


families, and perſons of wealth, immediately JE us n t | 
were i the Alvarados and Alonzo de Avila. 


At the call of Cortes, Alonzo * Henner Puertocarrero, couſin of 
che Count de Medellin, Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Velaſquez de Leon 
.a relation of the governor, Rodrigo Rangel, Gonzalo Lopez de Nimena, 
his brother Juan Lopez, and Juan Sedeno alſo came from the town of 
Santi Spiritus. They joined us in a body, and were received with re⸗ 
Joicings, diſcharge of artillery, and all the marks of reſpect and courteſy, 
due to ſuch honorable perſons. Proviſions were procured from the 
eſtates of theſe Cavaliers, and the number of our companions was hourly 
increaſing, but it was very difficult to obtain horſes. Cortes ſtripped 
himſelf of ſome of his golden ornaments, and therewith purchaſed a 
prey mare for his friend P UCFOCAITETO, whoſe means did not permit him 


to 


1 9933 
o go to that expence, and at this time a vefſel arriving th e 
proviſions, ; the o owner immediately waited on Cortes to kiſs his hands, 


and enrolling himſelf with us, Cortes bought mw Ws mou leg 
from him u gas credit. His name was Sedeno. 


From the time that we quitted the port of St. © Jago, the en 
of Velaſquez had not ceaſed to work upon is mind, in order to induce 
him to ſupercede Cortes in the command. In this they were much aided 
by one Juan Millan, an aſtrologer, and conſidered to be mad. This old 
man, to whom the governor gave an ear, was conſtantly telling him 
how Cortes would be. revenged for ſome former injuries, upon an occa- 
ſion when Velaſquez had thrown him into priſon.” Every action of 
Cortes was alſo explained i in the moſt unfavorable manner, his ſudden 
failing was dwelt on, and the ſecret treaty with the Secretary and Con- 
tador ſurmiſed. Velaſquez in conſequence of theſe. repreſentations, 'ſent | 
two confidential perſons, with poſitive: orders to his brother-in-law the 
Alcalde Major of the town of Trinidad, who was named Franciſco Ver- 
dugo, to take the fleet and troops from uuder the command of Cortes, 
he having been ſuperceded, and Vaſco Porcallo appointed in his place. 
Diego de Ordas, Franciſco de Morla, and all the friends and relations 
ck 0 as ü n 25 wu en to the ſane e. b xs ue 


244 


1 who Was _—_ aware of theſe proceedin 85, 1 himſelf 
to 51 80 effect, that by promiſes and other ways, he contrived to bring ö 
over all thoſe upon whom Velaſquez relied, and eſpecially Diego de 
Ordas, to his own intereſt, which the latter ſupported moſt effectually 
with the Alcalde Verdugo by his perſuaſions and arguments, repreſent- 
ing to him the danger that would reſult from any violent meaſures. 
Such was the talent of Cortes in making friends, that the very meſſen- 
gers ſent by Velaſquez with the orders, came over to him, one of them 
Pedro Laſſo enrolling himſelf under his command. By the other 
Cortes wrote to the governor, expreſſing his attachment to him in the 
ſuongeſt terms, his ſurpriſe at the ſtep that he had been induced to take, 


and d Wes to him, not to let himſelf be deceived by the miſrepre- 
ſentations 
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ſentations of his enemies, and of the old madman Juan Milan. Thus 
Cortes continued in his command. The twelve enſuing days were 
paſſed in preparations; all the ſmiths of the city were: employed-/in 
making arrow heads for the e and alſo aged to * 


* Foo; > * WH Ko VV 


Cortes 3 hi aching) more was to FR e at mt | 


Trinidad; gave orders for the fleet to ſail: for the Havannah, and alſo, 


that all ſuch as choſe to proceed thither by land ſhould go under the 
command of Pedro de Alvarado, who was to receive the volunteers who 


expected us in ſome ſettlements upon our road. I and about fifty more 
marched with Alvarado; and Cortes, having diſpatched one veſſel to 
the Havannah under the command of his friend Juan de Eſcalante by a 
northern route, embarked, and ſet {ail with his whole fleet for that 
port, by the South. All the ſhips except that on bdard of which 
Cortes was, arrived at the Havannah without any accident, and our 


land party having alſo reached that town, we were there for the ſpace of 


ſeven days, that we could not by any means account for his abſence. 


We were very apprehenſive that the ſhip was loſt in ſome ſhoals called 


Los Jardines, and it was determined to fail with three veſſels in ſearch 
of it, but as there was no one to command, the time was ſpent in diſ- 
putes, and faction began to exiſt as to the choice of a ſubſtitute for 
Cortes, until we ſhould know what was become of him. The perſon 
who was moſt particularly buſy on this occaſion was Diego de Ordas. 
At length theſe intrigues were put a ſtop to by the appearance of Cortes 
himſelf. The ſhip which he was on board of had ſtruck upon a ſhoal, 


but being near the land ap had pat her off a ne her 4 part 


of the erg. 1 


As ſoon as Cortes arrived, he took his quarters at 8 of Pedro 
Barbe the Lieutenant of Velaſquez, where he planted his ftandard before 
the door, and beat up for volunteers. He was accordingly ſoon joined 
by Franciſco de Montejo, Diego de Soto, one Angulo, Garci Caro, Se. 


baſtian Nodriquez, Pacheco, enn, and Rojas, (not Rojas the 


wealthy) 


5 (RH) 
wealthy) alſo by a lad named Santa Clara, two brothers named Los 
Martinez de Frexenal,' and Juan de Najara, {not the deaf man of the 


tennis court in Mexico,) all ins” of Cares 4h n. Ne other 
: Coun On" names — e lle 


Cotes W. it er to fend Dieg 0 4e Ordas to the efiate of 
the governor at Guani guanico, for more 8 of bread and bacon, 
and with directions to wait there for further orders. This he did, 
knowing that during his abſence De Ordas had ſhewn himſelf by no 
means attached to his intereſt. Cortes now brought his artillery which 
conſiſted of ten braſs guns and ſome falconets, on ſhore, and gave them 
in charge to four cannoniers named Meſa, Arbenga, Juan Catalan, and 
Bartholome de Uſagre. He alſo ordered the croſs-bows to be inſpected, 
the cords, nuts, and arrows, to be put in proper repair, and their range 
to be aſcertained by trial at a mark; and as the country about the Ha- 


vannah produces much cotton, the ſoldiers Provided themſelves with 
Levy ara ang of that material, 


ee now ue to aſſume tate 4 in hid eſtabl ie wid to ap- 
pear in a high character. His ſteward of the houſehold was one Guz- 
man, (not he who took Guatimotzin priſoner,) his chamberlain was 
one Rodrigo Rangel, and his Major domo Juan de Caceres. He ordered 
mangers to be fitted up in all the ſhips, and ſtores of maize. and hay to 


be put on board for the TON of which 1 will now deſcribe ſuch as 
vow over with u us. 


Ad Sen W PR A e horſe which died in St. 
She de Ulua: Pedro de Alvarado, and H. Lopez de Avila, (in part- 
nenſhip) an excellent cheſnut mare, for exerciſe, or ſervice; after our 
arrival in ne Spain Alvarado took her entirely to himſelf, either by 
purchaſe or by force: Alonzo Hernandez Puertocarrero, a grey mare of 
good ſpeed, bought for him by Cortes: J. Velaſquez de Leon, a very 
powerful grey mare called La Rabona, (docked tail) well dreſſed, and 
of I ca Chriſtoval de Oli, a dark cheſnut horſe, tolerably good: 


2 Franciſco 


* e (a 


1 de Montejo, Alonzo de Avila, (between: thein) a dark chef 
nut, not fit for ſervice: Franciſco de Morla, a dark cheſnut horſe, of 
great ſpeed and well .drefſed: Juan de Eſcalante, a light cheſnut horſe, 
not good for ſervice: Diego de Ordas, a tolerable grey mare, but of no 
ſpeed: Gonzalo Dominguez, an excellent horſeman, a dark cheſuut 
horſe, very good, and of great ſpeed: Pedro Gonzales Truxillo, a good 
cheſnut horſe, and ſpeedy ; Moron of Vaimo, a dappled grey, well on 
his haunches: Vaena of La Trinidad, a dapple, ſomewhat black; this 
Horſe did not turn out well: Lares the good horſeman, a very good 
horſe, bright cheſnut, of great ſpeed: Ortiz the muſician and Bartho- 
lome Garcia who had gold mines, a horſe called EI Harriero, one of 
the beſt that came over with ns: Juan Sedeno of the Havannah, a cheſ- 
nut mare which foaled in the ſhip. Sedeno was the richeſt man in our 
army, poſſeſſing alſo a ſhip, a negro, bread, and bacon; ſome of which 
articles were indications of great wealth at pron ama or: RAVI 11 b 
groe were re hardly to be x procured for wg e 9 ir Canary 


* 1 . 


= nt now revert to the desen ings of wa iv" was more 
determined than ever to deprive Cortes of the command. He was en- 
raged when he found that Verdugo had neglected his orders, and re- 
proached his Secretary and the Contador with having deceived him. 
He now therefore ſent a confidential perſon named Garnica to his Lieut. 
Pedro Barba at the Havannah, with orders to him, and letters to his 
friends De Ordas and Velaſquez de Leon, earneſtly ſoliciting them by 
no means to ſuffer the fleet to proceed, but to arreſt Cortes, and ſend him 
a cloſe priſoner to St. ago. The meſſenger was no ſooner arrived than 
Cortes knew his bufineſs, for he brought with him letters from a friar 
who was about the governor, to our Chaplain Fray Bartholome de Ol- 
medo, whereby the Secretary and Contador conveyed intelligence of all 
the ſchemes of Velaſquez. Diego de Ordas it has been already mentioned 
had been ſent out of the way; the other perſon, Velaſquez de Leon, 
Cortes had now brought over completely to his ſide, for he was dif- 
pleaſed with the governor for not having taken, as he thought, proper 
care of him. As to the Alvarados, Puertocarrero, Montejo, De Oli, 
Eſcalante, 


—— 


„ 


Eſcslante, the two Monjarazes, and. al the reſt of us, the Lieut. Go- 
vernor not excepted, we would with pleaſure. have laid down our lives 
for him; Jo that if the orders of Velaſquez were concealed in La Tri- 7 

nidad, they were completely {1 uppreſſed in the Havannah, for Pedro 

' Barba wrote an anſwer telling him that he dare not put them in execu- 

tion, ſuch was the popularity of Cortes; and that he was ſure if he 
were to attempt it, the town would be ſacked, and Cortes would carry 

away all the inhabitants with him. Cortes alſo wrote to Velaſquez pro- 
felling his eternal devotion to his intereſt, and informing | him that it 
was his intention to amd on the en day. | 


INE a io Wi #7: Ti 6, ENTRY) 6 2 1411 1 


"ot Abe hy ble tailed. os the Iſland. of enn on. hs tenth 
of n. 1519. Our ſhip, which was commanded by Alva- 
was ſent round by the north, under orders to wait for the fleet at 
Fi 0 of St. Anton; and Cortes alſo ſent directions to Diego de Ordas 
to do the ſame; but our pilot neglected his inſtructions, and proceeded 
for Cozumel, where. we on this account arrived two days before the 
reſt; _ As ſoon as we had caſt anchor our whole party went to the town 
of Coz ume, which we found abandoned by the inhabitants. - We then 
proceeded. to another place from which the natives fled at our approach, 
but not in ſufficient time to move their effects, for we found a quantity 
of fowls, and ſome idols, toys, and ornaments of debaſed gold in the : 
temple of the place, wherewith we returned to the town near which 
our tip. was: at anchor. At this time Cortes and his fleet arrived, and 
fo that he did was to put our pilot Camacho "a for 
not 8 beyed his orders. He then ſerit for Alvarado, and gravely 
reprehended him for his imprudence in ſeizing the property of the na- 
tives, telling him that was by no means the way to effect any good in 
the country, and he immediately ordered two men and a woman whom 
| they had made priſoners. to be brought before him, and through our 
interpreter Melchorejo, deſired them to call back their countrymen to 
their habitations, and aſſured them that they need be under no appre- 
henſſons. He ordered all the articles that had been taken to be returned, 


31014 
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eee 
to U bach of the three natives he preſented a ſhirt. The people were lo 
' fatisfied with this treatment, that on the enſuing day the chief of the 


1 and all the inhabitants returned, and mixed with us in fo eaſy and 


amicable a manner, that it would have been 00 mm we had Toa our 
wn ane 8 


(15 Cite raw e to take the Suma upon him in Wieſt uh 


our Lord was pleaſed to 8 him grace, that whatever he neck | 
he ſucceeded in. | 


In the ad FOR which we paſſed here, C cod a review of 
his troops, which amounted to five hundred and eight, the mariners 
not included: The number of theſe was one hundred and nine. We 
had ſixteen cavalry, eleven ſhips large and ſmall, including a brigantine 
belonging to one Gines Nortes, thirteen” muſketeers, ten braſs field 
pieces, four falconets, and (as well as I recollect) thirty-two croſs-bows 
with plenty of ammunition. He alfo ordered the artillery-men to put 
their guns in order, and appointed one Franciſco de Orozca, who had 
been a good ſoldier in Italy, his captain of artillery. But I know not. 
why I now waſte fo much ink in relating this, for truly he uſed the 


greateſt vigilance and exactneſs in all ws, of N g to the ſervice he 
Was pom 14555 — | # | 


Cortes now ſent for me and a Biſcayan named Martin Ramos, in 
a to queſtion us as to our opinions of the meaning of the word 


Caſtillan,“ ſo frequently repeated by the Indians of Cotoche, when 
we came with Captain Hernandez de Cordova; adding that he was 


convinced that it muſt allude to ſome Spaniards in that country : for 
which reaſon, he queſtioned the native chiefs upon the ſubject. They 
all anſwered in the affirmative, and certain indian merchants then in 
Cozumel aſſured us that they had ſpoken to them a few days before. 
Cortes was anxious to obtain their releaſe, and being informed that 
compenſation would be expected, he amply provided his meſſengers for 
the purpoſe. By theſe perſons he ng letters to them, and he ordered 


for 


for this ſervice two li ght ls, will cwenty croſ sbow-men and muſ- 
keteers under the command of Diego de Ordas. One ſhip was to remain at 
the point of Cotoche for eight days, while the meſſengers went and re- 


turned, and the ſeoond was to W he e to Cortes how the 
buſineſs + ove 


- 


The places where the = Das were e lid to l te, were e diſtant 
from the point of Cotoche only about four leagues. The letter which 
Cortes ſent was as follows, Gentlemen and brothers; here in Co- 

zumel I have been informed that you are detained priſoners by a ca- 
« cique: I requeſt as a favour that you will forthwith j join me. I ſend 
« - ſhip and ſoldiers, with whatever i is neceſſary for your ranſom; they 
have orders to wait eight days, but come with all diſpatch to me, 
;; from whom you ſhall receive every afliſtance and protection. I am 


4 here with eleven ſhips and five hundred ſoldiers, with which | will, 


C. 


vet the aſſiſtance of God, el to * Pontonchan, Kr. Kc. ; 


The 3 of Comme to how this buſineſs was grating 
being embarked, the ſhips croſſed the gulf, and the letters were in two 
days received by a Spaniard named Jeronimo de A guilar, together with 
the beads ſent for his ranſom. He i immediately waited upon his maſter, 
who accepted them with ſatisfaction, and gave him his liberty. Aguilar 
then went to his companion Alonſo Guerrero, and having made known 
his buſineſs, Guerrero replied to him as follows: Brother Aguilar, a2 
* am married ; I have three fons, and am a cacique and captain in the 
« wars; go you in God's name; my face is marked, and my ears 
bored; what would thoſe Spaniards think of me if I went among 
« them? Behold theſe three beautiful boys; I beſeech you give me for 
them ſome of theſe: green beads, and ay that my brother ſent them 
e as a preſent to me from our country.“ The man's wife who was 

preſent now became greatly enraged and faid in her language, See this 
„ ſlave how he comes to ſeduce my huſband !'* Aguilar perſevered in 
adviſing the other not to. loſe his precious ſoul for the ſake of an Indian, 


or at any rate if he could not part from his wife and children, to bring 
Fa them 


ee I Fo 
them with hims but he could not be induced to quit his home. When 
Aguilar ſaw that it was impoſlible to move him, he came with the In- 
dian meſſengers to the part of the coaſt where the ſhips had been ſta- 


tioned 3 but they had already failed, for the eight days to which De 
Ordas conſidered himſelf limited, and one more, were expired ; and 
De Ordas deſpairing of the return of his meſſengers, had gone back to 

Cozumel, fo that Aguilar was forced to return with great ſorrow to his 
Indian maſter, Cortes was exceedingly diſpleaſed at De Ordas, for re- 


turning without the Spaniards, or even thoſe whom he ſent in queſt of 
them, 


"FED OE 


| © Certain ſailors namefl the Penyates of Gibraleon, were at this time 
accuſed of ſtealing bacon from one Berrio a ſoldier, and a general exa- 
- mination and queſtions upon oath taking place, they denied it, but upon 
a ſearch, proofs were brought home to them, and - notwithſtanding 
much erection was made, Cortes ordered ſeven of them to be Freely 
whipped, | 
| There was on the Iſland of Cozumel a temple, and ſome hideous 
idols, to which all the Indians of the neighbouring diſtricts uſed to go 
frequently in ſolemn proceſſion. One morning the courts of this temple 
were filled with Indians, and curioſity having alſo drawn many of us 
thither, we found them burning odoriferous reſins like our incenſe, and 
ſhortly after, an old man in a large looſe mantle aſcended to the top of 
the temple, and harangued or preached to the multitude for a conſider- 
able time. Cortes who was preſent at length called Melchorejo to him, 
to queſtion him in regard to the evil doctrines which the old man was 
delivering; he then ſummoned all the caciques and chief perſons to 
come to him, and as well as he could, by ſigns and interpretations, ex- 
plained to them that the idols which they worſhipped: were not gods, 
but evil things, which would draw their ſouls down to hell, and that if 
they withed to remain in a brotherly connection with us, they muſt pull 
them down, and place in their ſtead the crucifix of our Lord, by whoſe 
aſſiſtance they would obtain good harveſts, and the ſalvation of their 


fouls; , 


6-22}. 


fouls; with many other good and holy reaſons, which he expreſſed 
very well. The prieſts and chiefs replied,” that they worſhipped theſe 
gods as their anceſtors had done, : becauſe they were kind to them; and 
that if weattempted to moleſt them, the gods would convince us of their 
power, by deſtroying us in the ſea. Cortes then ordered them to be 
proſtrated, which we immediately did, rolling them down ſome ſteps. 
He next ſent for lime of which there was abundance in the place, and 
Indian maſons, by whom, under our direction, à very handſome altar 
was conſtructed, whereon we placed an image of the Holy Virgin, and 
the carpenters having made a crucifix which was erected in a ſmall cha- 
pel cloſe to the altar, maſs was ſaid by the Rev. Father Juan Diaz, and 


liſtened to by the n. Ms and the reſt of the natives, with * 
attention. | | 


The i of our fleet was now made by Cortes, and the cap- 
tains appointed. The firſt or admiral's ſhip was commanded by Cortes 
in perſon, and the reſt as follows: The St. Sebaſtion by P. de Alvarado, 
the third ſhip in ſize by Alonzo H. Puertocarrero, the fourth by F. de 
Montejo, the fifth by Chriſtoval de Oli. the fixth by Diego de Ordas, 
the ſeventh by J. Velaſquez de Leon, the eighth by J. de Efcalante, the 
ninth by F. de Morla, the tenth by Eſcobar, and the eleventh by Gines 
| Nortes. Pilots were appointed, the mag ht Py! given, and cach * 

tain received his inſtructions. 


In the beginning of the month of W we ſet fail, after having 
taken a friendly leave of the natives, who promiſed to take care of the 
holy altar and crucifix ; and they preſented Cortes on his departure with 
_ ſome fowls and honey. We had failed but a few hours when a fignal 
gun and ery of alarm informed us that the veſſel of Juan de Eſcalante 
which contained the bread for the fleet was in danger, having fprung a 
leak. This forced us to put back to the place from whence we had 
failed. On our return there, we were viſited by the friendly Indians, 
and the cauſe of it being made known to them, they immediately 
brought their canoes to aſſiſt us in uin the lading out of the veſſel, 

and 
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and we had alſo the further ſatisfaction of perceiving on "having ah 
temple,” that ſo far from having g done-any injury to the holy. altar 1 


8 e j ey _ en care of, and Ros ROO before t . 2 bbs 
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bired a boat and croſſed the gulf to join us. Intelligence of the arrival 


g | of a large canoe was given to Cortes, by ſome ſoldiers who had gone 
out to hunt wild fwine, whereupon he ordered Andres de Tapia and 
two others to go and ſee who and what theſe Indians were, who came 
to us thus without apprehenſion. Aguilar was not in his appearance 

to be diſtinguiſhed from a native, and he had hardly the pronunciation 


of his own language; his only words at firſt were, Dios, Santa: 
6 Maria, and Sevilla.“ His colour was as dark as a native, and 


he was marked like them ; he had a few rags about bis ſhoulders and 
waiſt, an oar in his hand, and the remnant of an old book of prayers 
tied in a bundle on his ſhoulder. When he came into the preſence of 
Cortes, he like the reſt of his companions ſquatted down upon his 
hams, and every one was looking for the Spaniard. At length, to the 


enquiry of Cortes he replied, ** Here he is,” and then ns. forward, 
he Was een N with rer ene 


Bein g a concerning Himſelf he informs us that 55 was 


a native of Ecija, and had been ordained in the church. That eight 
years before, he was wrecked with fifteen men and two women, going 
from Darien to the Iſland of St. Domingo, at a time of a certain litiga- 


tion between one Enciſo, and Valdivia. That the veſſel which they 
were on board was ſtranded and went to pieces, and with her were loſt 


ten thouſand crowns in gold. Thoſe on board taking to the boat, en- 


deavoured to reach the Iſland of Cuba or Jamaica, but were forced by 


the current upon this coaſt, where the different chiefs had divided and 
made property of them. Many had been facrificed, ſome had died of 


diſeaſe, and the two women had ſunk a ſhort time before under hard 

labour at their mills. He was to have been at one time ſacrificed, but he 

made his eſcape, and taking refuge with a certain cacique had re- 
: mained 


( 39 ) 


mained with him ever fince; and of the whole number there were 
now in exiſtence,” only himſelf, and'Guerrero. As to his knowledge 
of the country it was very confined, for he was only employed in pro- 

curing wood and water, and digging in the maize fields, and had 
never been farther from the coaſt than about four leagues x but he under- 
ſtood that it was very populous. He deſcribed Guerrero as exactly re- 
ſembling an Indian, adding that he was conſidered by the natives as a 
very brave man, inſomuch that when above a year before, three ſhips 
came upon the coaſt at the point of Cotoche, (this was the expedition of 
H. de Cordova,) he planned the attack upon thoſe who landed, and led 
the Indians in perſon. Upon hearing this, Cortes regretted much bis 
not ot being: _ to 92 him into his um b | 


er was * treated by the natives of Cozumel, who ſupplies 
him plentifully with proviſions ;' he in return earneſtly exhorted them to 
continue faithful to our holy religion, the good effects of which they 
ſhould ſoon perceive; and he alſo adviſed them to apply to Cortes for a 
letter of protection, which would be of ſervice to them in caſe of the ar- 
rival of other Spaniards on their coaſt. This was immediately granted 
them; and ſuch is the true narrative in re bs 00 to Aguilar.” 


on the fourth of March the flect again put to ſea, and was as during 

the a ſeparated by a gale of wind, but on the next day all the ſhips 
joined company except that of velaſquez de Leon, which not appearing 
on the enſuing day, Cortes made ſail for a certain bay on the coaſt, 
where, according to the ſurmiſe of the pilot, they found the ſhip, which. 
had put in during the ſtorm, and was detained there wind bound. Here 
ſeveral of our companions went on ſhore, and found in the town hard 
by, four temples , the idols in which repreſented human female figures 
of large ſize, for which reaſon we named. this place, Punta. de las 


3 | 


. Kuen ſaid that he had once been fent ſo far with a load, and that 


th town where he reſided was about four leagues diſtant ;. he alſo told. 
55 ha | us. 
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us that the reſidence of Guerrero was not far off, and that the n 
contained gold though in very ſmall quantity, offering to ſerve as a 


guide, if Cortes thought proper to ſend a party on ſhore; to which the 
general replied that he did not come for ſuch trifles, but to ſerve God 
and his ſovereign effectually. Cortes now ordered Capt. de Eſcobar to 


examine the bay called Boca de Terminos; and to leave ſigns on the 


coaſt of his having been there, or cruize off the bay, till the arrival of 


the fleet, for by the deſcription given of the harbour, and the abun- 


dance of game, he was me to FE it an RATON n. 
ito hn: | "1 <= | 


85. 0 335 | 
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e el thither, and on hw wading 1 . grey 


hound which had been left behind by Grijalva waiting for him on the 


ſhore, and teſtifying his joy at the fight of our people; he was taken 


on board, and the veſſel then cruized, waiting for the arrival of the fleet; 
but a ſtron g gale of wind from the South came on, and forced her con⸗ 


ſiderably out to ſea, ſo. that when we arrived there, Eſcobar's ſhip 
was no where to be ſeen. On ſending on ſhore however, a letter was 
found, wherein he told Cortes of the ſtate of the harbour, and country, 


both of which he repreſented in a favorable light. We then ſtood out, 


and in the enſuing day his veſſel joined us. At this time we were near 


the point of Pontonchan, the natives of which Cortes and many of us 
were well inclined to puniſh for their conduct on former occaſions, but 
it was oppoſed by the pilots on account of the ſhallowneſ $ of the coaſt, 


and height of the tides, whereby veſſels are compelled to ride at leaſt 


two leagues out at ſea. We therefore continued our voyage for he 
river of Gri ive: | DEN: 
my | 

On the thirteenth day oy March 1.51 9, we arrived with the whale 
armament at the river of Tabaſco or Grijalva. As we knew that it did 
not admit veſſels of great burthen we {elected the lighter ones, and in 
them, together with the boats, our troops proceeded to the ſhore, and 


diſembarked at the point of Palmares, which was diſtant from the town 


of Tabaſco about half a league. The borders of the river, which are 
covered 


J 
covered by mangroves, were filled with canoes containing armed In- 
dians, and above twelve thouſand warriors had aſſembled in the town 
of Tabaſco which was at that time poſſeſſed of an extenſive domination 
over the neighbouring diſtricts. This afforded matter of ſurpriſe to us 
who had been at this place before, and the reaſon of their preſent hoſ- 
tility we afterwards found to be, that the neighbouring nations of Pon- 
tonchan and Lazarus, (as we named the place, ) had reproached them for 
their daſtardly timidity, as they conſidered it, in treating amicably with 
us, inſtead of attacking us at our landing as the others had done. For 
this reaſon they were determined to take the preſent n r re- 
trieving their character with their PRES EIFS be ay 
As ſoon as Cortes perecivied what kind 55 reception he was to ex- 

na he directed Aguilar to addreſs himſelf to ſome of the natives who 
appeared to be chiefs, and who were in a canoe which was then paſſing. 


very near us, and aſk them the reaſon of theſe hoſtile appearances when 
we came to them as friends and brothers, adding, that if they were fo 
raſh as to recur: to hoſtilities they ſhould certainly have cauſe to repent it. 
This, and more to the ſame purpoſe being explained to them, only 
ſeemed to render them more violent againſt us, and they replied by 
threatening us all with inſtant death if we ventured to approach their 
town, which they had fortified: with parapets aud paliſades. Aguilar 
then requeſted permiſſion to procure wood and water, and an interview 
with their caciques, to whom our general had matters of the greateſt 
importance and of a holy nature to communicate, but to this they: only 
ae in the * manner as before. | 


Caries 3 ordered chirve guns to be placed in each veſf, and 
alſo divided the muſketeers and croſs-bowmen throu gh them. It was 
recollected by us who had been there before, that a narrow road went 

from the point of Palmares, by ſome brooks and marſhes, to the town 
of Tabaſco. Cortes ordered three ſoldiers to watch the motions of the 
enemy, and report to him if they retired to their town; which they 
ſhortly did. | Fae eee | — 


N 


On the next morning, after maſs, our a es 

Alen de Avila with ane hundred ſoldiers, to march by the-narrow 
road already mentioned, with inſtructions, that as ſoon as he heard the 
diſcharge of the artillery, he ſhould attack the town on one ſide, while 


the main body did the ſame upon another. This being arranged, Cortes 
with his troops proceeded in the veſſels towards the ſhore near the toẽwnm 
As ſoon as thoſe of the enemy who were in canoes amongſt the man- 
groves perceived that we were proceeding to the attack, they all ſallied 
out, and ſuch a prodigious number of them collected at our point of diſ- 
embarkation, that nothing was to be ſeen around us but "__ _ 
nor heard except their NE horns, RGA man, 


Cortes ablewing this, ordered a ait. and PO Si Gn ſhould 
not commence, fog he wiſhed to-proceed in a ſtrictly juſtifiable manner. 
He therefore ordefed Diego de Godoy a royal notary, formally to re- 
quire them to permit us to ſupply ourſelves with wood and water, and: 
ſpeak to them as we were in duty bound upon what concerned the ſer- 
vice of our God and King, warning them, that in caſe of violence they 
were anſwerable for all the miſchief that reſulted. All this, being duly 
explained to them produced no effect, they ſeemed as determined to op- 
poſe us as they were before. They made with their drums the ſignals: 
for a general attack, and to cloſe upon us, ant theſe were immediately 
followed by diſcharges of arrows. Their canoes then proceeded to ſur- 
round us, and we were compelled to fight them up to our middles in 
water. We were detained a conſiderable time here, partly owing to the 
attacks of the enemy with their lances and arrows, partly to the depth 
of the mud on the ſhore, from which we could not extricate ourſelves 
but with great difficulty; and Cortes in particular, was obliged to leave 
one of his buſkins behind him in it, and come to land barefooted. We 
were juſt at that time in very great difficulty, but as ſoon as we got to 
the dry land, with our general at our head, calling upon St. Jago, we 
fell upon the enemy, and forced them to give a little ground. They then 
fell back behind ſome circular works conſtructed of large timber, until 
we alſo drove them from thence, and entered by certain ſmall gateways 
into 
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into che town. We then drove them before us up che ſtreet to a ſecond 
barricade, behind which they poſted thernſelves, fronting us valiantly, 


whiſtling, and ſhouting, *Al talachioni,” or 3% kill the captain,” While 
we were thus engaged, the party commanded by Captain De Avila and 
which had marched from the point of Falmares arrived, and joined us 
moſt opporttmely; He had been retarded on his route, in eroſſing 
marſhes and broking down barricades, whereby he arrived at the moſt 
convenient moment, for we had been detained longer than we expected. 
in making che ſummons which 1 have related. We now drove the 


enemy before us, though they fought manfully and never could be 
made to turn their backs, until they arrived at a great encloſed. court, 


Where were ſome large apartments and halls, and three houſes contain- 


ing idols. Here they had collected all their effects, but as they were 


forced to evacuate this laſt poſt, our hy ordered a halt, Bow that 
* ſhadld be ere no —— 


. Cortes took . of the country” for his Majeſty « mul in * 


N name in the following manner. Drawing his ſword, he gave 
three cuts with it into a great ceiba tree which ſtood in the area of this 
endoſure, and faid, that againſt any who denied his Majeſty's claim, 
he was ready to defend and maintain it, with the ſword and ſhield 
which he then held. This ſtep was generally approved of, and it was 


formally witneſſed by a royal notary. It gave cauſe for ſecret murmurs 


however'amongſt the party of Velaſquez. In theſe actions fourteen of 
our ſoldiers were wounded; I received a flight one, and eighteen of the 
enemy were left dead upon the field. Here we poſted NE row. 
and halted for che ae, e 


On this next day Cortes Setached Captain P. de Alvarado n one 
hundred men, to march through and reconnoitre the country for the 
diſtance of two leagues round our poſt. On this. occaſion the interpre- 
ter Melchorejo being ordered to attend, it was found that he had de- 
ſerted on the preceding night, leaving his clothes behind him. This 
vexed Cortes much, as it was to be apprehended that he could convey 
— to 
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to his countrymen intelligence very injurious to us. Our general de- 
tached a ſecond party of equal ſtrength and upon the ſame duty under 
Captain Franciſco de Lugo. This laſt mentioned detachment had not 
marched far, when it fell in with ſeveral large bodies of the enemy's 
warriors, who attacked our people on all ſides, inſomuch that all the va- 
lour of De Lugo and his ſoldiers. could not repulſe them and he was 
| obliged to fall back, which he however did with great re gularity, to 
our quarters, ſending before him a ſwift Indian of Cuba to call for 
ſuccour. Alvarado with his detachment had advanced ſomewhat far- 
ther, to the diſtance of above a league from the town, when his progreſs 
was intercepted by an arm of the fea, or river. Being obliged thereby 
to march in another direction, it was the will of God that he ſhould 
come within hearing of the muſketry, and the inſtruments and ſhouts 
of the Indians with whom De Lugo was engaged. He immediately 
flew to his relief, and the two bodies joining repelled the enemy and re- 
treated towards the town, in which we who occupied it had at the ſame 
time been attacked by great bodies of the enemy, whom however we 
ſoon made retreat by the effect of our mufketry and croſs- bows, and 
our good ſwords. As ſoon as Cortes received intelligence that his de- 
tachments were engaged, he ſallied out at the head of all of us who 
could carry arms, and we met our companions in their retreat, at about 
half a leagues diſtance. They had loſt in the engagement two ſoldiers 
of the company of Captain de Lugo, and had in all eleven wounded. 
We returned with them to the town, bringing with us three priſoners, 
one of whom appeared to be a chief. We were informed by them that 
Melchorejo had adviſed them to attack us by day and by night, where- 
by they would, he ſaid, deſtroy us, being ſo few. The native who 
told us this we releaſed and ſent to his countrymen with an amicable 
meſſage, but he never returned, and Aguilar was informed by the others, 


that we were to ret to be attacked by the whole force of he warriors 
of that country. 


When Come nadeftond the Ma preparations which were 
making againſt us, he ordered the horſes to be landed, and all the 
wounded 
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wounded men who were able to march to turn out. The horſes when: | 
fuſt brought to. land were very dull and torpid, but in the courſe of a 
day they recovered their ſpirit. Several of our beſt and moſt alert young | 
men were at this time taken ſo ill and weak by. an ailment in the reins, - 
that they could not ſtand on their feet, or help themſelves: we. could. 
only account for it from their good living in. Cuba, and the heat of the 
weather, and weight of their arms. Cortes ordered them to he put on 
board the ſhips, and aſſigning the horſes to the beſt horſemen, he fur- 
niſhed each with a breaſtplate with bells hanging to it, and gave his 
cavalry general inſtructions not to halt, or make thruſts with the lance, 
until the. enemy, were put to flight,. but in their attack to point at their. 
faces. He ſelected the following officers and ſoldiers, to ſerve in the. 
cavalry... Chriſtoval de Oli, P. de Alyarado, A. H. Puertocarrero, J. de. 
Eſcalante, F. de Montejo, Alonzo de Avila, J. V. de Leon, 'Francifco- 
de Morla, Lares (called by way of diſtinction the good horſeman * 
Gonzalo Dominguez another excellent horſeman, Moron del. Bayamo, 
and P. Gonzales de Truxillo. This body was commanded, by Cortes in- 
perſon. The artillery he put under the command of Meſa, the infantry 
under that of Diego de Ordas, and. the colours were borne by Anthonio 
de. Villaroel. Being thus arranged and appointed, our whole force 
took the field _ on the morning of the day of our lady in the month. 
of March, after hearing maſs, and proceeded to the plain of Cintia, our 
: n making a circuit in onder to avoid ſome marthy n 7 
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1 5 3 5 0 a 1 we 4 ny enemy. in 5050 plain i ine 
our front, advancing againſt us, ſounding. their trumpets, horns, and- | 
drums, with plumes of feathers on their heads, their faces painted black, 
red, and white, all-of them bearing defenſive armour of quilted cotton, 
and ſhields,' and their offenſive arms conſiſting of large bows . and ar- 
rows, lances, two handed ſwords, darts, and ſlings. Their numbers 
covered the whole plain, and they fell upon us furiouſſy, wounding 
above ſeventy of our ſoldiers by the firſt diſcharge of their miſſile 
weapons. One ſoldier fell inſtantly dead by an arrow which pierced. 
His « ear: his name was Saldana, The enemy then cloſed upon and 


fought: 


— 


fought with us foot to foot, while we with our cannon, muſketry, 
croſs-bows, and ſwords, maintained our ground firmly. When they 
had pretty well experienced the ſharpneſs of our ſwords, they drew off 

a little, but it was only to ſhoot at us with more advantage; our artil- 
lery now however made great havoc amongſt them from the manner in 


which they were crowded together, and they were at that diſtance which 


enabled us to fire at chem v with the e ae eee but — ob not 
make them give Me FT, Ca To 8 


0 


1 adviſed Capitan; de Ordas to- > coke with chemi; beisült thay ſeemed | 


to be ſhy of our ſwords, and had the advantage of their miffile weapons 


when at a little diſtance ;- but he objected to this, obſerving that they 
were three hundred for every one of us. However we did advance upon 
them, and as they were unwilling to come within the reach of our 
ſwords they yielded ground, and inclined towards a marſh. During 


all this time we were anxiouſly looking out for peg and A. — 
Fa that he had met with ſome diſaſter. 15 > al 


1 dene le in this bade every time that the” cannon were 


fired, the Indians ſhouted, whiſtled, and founded their inſtruments, 


throwing up ſtraw and<duſt in the air, and crying, Ala, lala;“ 
this they did to prevent our perceiving the miſchief done by our artillery 
in their crowded bodies. While we were engaged as I have now de- 
ſcribed, we were rejoiced at the fight of Cortes approaching to our ſup- 
port. As the cavalry came round by the rear of the Indians, who were 
entirely occupied in their attacks upon us, the latter did not perceive 


them until they made their charge. The ground being very level, moſt 


of the horſes active, and the men expert, they now rode through the 
bodies of the enemy as they choſe, and we, encouraged by this ſupport, 


reiterated our efforts on our fide. The Indians ftruck with ſurprife 
thought that the horſe and his rider were one; they were terrified at the 
fight, and in an inſtant fled to the ar woods and eb leaving 


the 1 and victory to to us. 


Being 


„„ an 


Being thus maſters of the field, after takin; g breath Cortes related 
ee. he had been retarded in his march by bad ground, and the 
attacks of ſome bodies of the enemy who had wounded five of his men 
and eight horſes. The cavalry then diſmounted, and under a grove of 
trees on the field of battle, we gave thanks to God and our Lady his 
bleſſed mother with uplifted hands, for the victory which they had 
given to us; in conſequence whereof, and on account of the day on 
which the battle was fought, a town was afterwards founded on that 

| ſpot named Santa Maria de La Vitoria. We next proceeded to take care 
of our wounds, which we bound up, and thoſe of the horfes we drefſed 
with the fat of the Indians whom we found dead thereabout. We then 
walked over the field to examine the loſs of the enemy, which we found 5 
to amount to upwards of eight hundred, dead or dying of their wounds 
by cannon ſhots, and thoſe of our fmall arms or fwords; alſo where 
the cavalry had charged we found them to lie very thick. For the firſt 
hour of this battle we could not force the enemy to yield us an inch of 
ground, nor did they until they faw the cavalry 3 on them. 


- 


We made five Indians priſoners, two of whom appeared to be 
chiefs; the day was growing hte, and we were fatigued ; we therefore 
retreated to our quarters, firſt burying two of our ſoldiers, who were 
killed, one by a wound in the ear, and the other by one in the throat, 
and then, after dreſſing our wounds with the fat of Indians, and having 
placed good dere round our poſt, we cat our ſuppers, and went to 


our ta rk | | 


oY his account of this action Gomara ſays, that previous to the ar- | 

rien of the main body of the cavalry under Cortes; Franciſco de Morla 1 
appeared in the field upon a grey dappled horfe, and that it was one of 
the holy apoſtles, St. Peter or St. Jago, diſguiſed under his perſon. I q 
ſay, that all our works and victories are guided by the hand of our Lord | 1 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that in this battle, there were ſo many enemies to 
every one of us, that they could have buried us under the duſt they = 
could have held in their hands, but that the great mercy of God aided \ 

9 us 
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R {| us rag: | What Gomara aſſerts might be the 0 and I, ſinner 
as I am, was not worthy to be permitted to ſee it. What I did ſee was, 
4 F ranciſco de Morla riding in company with Cortes and the reſt upon a 
/ cheſnut horſe, and that circumſtance, and all the others of that day ap- 
Pear to me at this moment that I am writing, as if actually paſſing in 
the view of theſe ſinful eyes, But although I. unworthy ſinner that I 
0 am, was unfit to behold. either, of thoſe holy apoſtles, upwards, of four 
hundred of us were preſent, let their teſtimony be taken. Let enquiry 
alſo be made how it happened, that when the town Was founded on that 
ſpot, it was not named after one. or other of. thoſe holy apoſtles, and 
called St. Jago de la Vitoria, or St. Pedro de la Vitoria, as it was Santa 
| Maria, and a church erected and dedicated to one of thoſe holy ſaints. 
Y Very bad · chriſtians were we indeed, according to the account of Gomara, 
who when God ſent us his apoſtles to fight at our head, did not every 
f day after acknowled ge and return thanks for ſo great a mercy! Would 
to heaven that it were fo, but. until I read the chronicle of Gomara I 


never heard of it, nor was it eyer mentioned amongſt the 
who were then preſent, 
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: I Ko related how we WY} two 1 bo in his late battle; 
havin g been kindly treated by Cortes, and exhorted to induce their 
countrymen to come into amicable terms, they were diſmiſſed for that 
purpoſe, after having been preſented with a number of beads, and arti- 
ficial diamonds. Theſe Indians faithfully executed their miſſion ; and 
to ſuch an effect, -that the chiefs of the province immediately ſent 
fifteen of their ſlaves with their faces beſmeared with black, and in 
wretched habits, in ſign of contrition for what had paſſed, and bearing 
fowls, roaſted fiſh, and maize, as. a preſent.. Cortes received them 
with kindneſs, but the interpreter ſpeaking ſomewhat angrily to them 
faid, that it was with chiefs, and not with ſlaves that we were to treat. 


On the 3 day thirty Indians If AY came in 3 dreſſes 
with another preſent, and to requeſt permiſſion to inter their dead that 
they ſhould not be eaten by lions and tygers. This being granted 

2: x en 
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them, they proceeded to burn and inter the bodies. They alſo informed. 
us that on the next day we ſhould receive an embaſly to treat concluſively 
of peace. Accordingly, at the tira mentioned, ten chiefs richly dreſſed 
arrived with muchiceremony, and faluted Cortes and the reſt of ys; they 
brought with them veſſels of incenſe which they offercd to ys, demand, 
ing pardon for the paſt, and declaring their good intentions in future. 
Cortes aſſuming a grave countenance told them they deſerved death for 
their neglect of our former offers of peace; but that guy great Menarch 
Don Carlos had enjoined us to favaur them ſo far as they ſhould deſerve 


it, and in caſe of their adopting a bad line of conduct, they ſhauld again 
feel the effect of our vengeance. Ile then cauſed a cannon to be fired, 
the noiſe. of which terrified them, whoſe imaginations were under the 


impreſſion of its being a living creature; and the noiſe of the ball in the 


neighbouring woods confirmed them in their way of thinking, One 
of the moſt ſpirited of the horſes was then brought into the apartment, 


and it being ſo contrived that he ſhould ſhow himſelf to the greateſt ad- 
vantage, his apparent fierceneſs, and his action, ſtruck the natives with 
awe. Shortly after this twenty Indians of burthen arrived bearing pro- 
viſions for our uſe. Cortes converſed à long time with the chiefs, who 

at length took their leave, highly contented with the reſult of their viſit, 


On the enſuing day we were vided by many chiefs of the _ 
bouring diſtricts, who brought with them preſents of gold wrought 


into various forms, ſome reſembling the human face, others of animals, 


birds, and beaſts, ſuch as lizards, dogs, and ducks. Alſo three dia- 
dems, and two pieces in form like the ſole of a ſandal, with ſome other 
articles of little value, nor do I recolle& the amount of the whole. They 


alſo brought ſome mantles of very large ſize, but that part of the pre, 


ſent which we held in the higheſt eſtimation was twenty women, 
among whom was the excellent Donna Marina, for ſo ſhe was called 
after her baptifm. Cortes thanked the chiefs for their viſit, but cauſed 


it to be intimated to them, that the certain indication of peace was, the 
return of the inhabitants to their town, which by their authority he 


expected to fee done within two. days, and this was accordingly com 
H plied 
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plied with in the time preſcribed. They alſo on being called on to re- 


nounce their idolatrous worſhip, declared a ready aſſent upon that point. 


Cortes explained to them the myſteries of our true faith, and thoſe parts 


of it which are repreſented in the crucifix, and the image of our Holy 
Virgin. To this the caciques replied that they admired the Tecle- 


ty ciguata,” which i in 1 their language ſignifies a en eu eee 


When theſe bn were queficud as to their hoſtilities againſt 


us they excuſed themſelves by ſaying, that they had been inſtigated 


thereto by the cacique of Champoton, and alſo by our Indian inter- 


preter who deſerted from us. This man Cortes was very anxious to 
lay hands on, but to his enquiries concerning him the anſwer was, that 


he had fled: it came to our knowledge however afterwards, that he had 
been ſacrificed. Being queſtioned as to the place where they obtained 
their gold they replied, that it was on the weſt, and they frequently 
repeated, Culchua,” and * Mexico,” words, the ſignification of 
which was at this time unknown to us. We had here an interpreter 
named Franciſco, who had alſo been with Grijalva ; he did not under- 


ſtand the language of Tabaſco in the leaſt, but knew perfectly what 


they meant by the word Culchua, which country, he endeavoured to 
Ware to Cortes, lay far within the land. 


On the enſuing day, an altar being built and the crucifix erected, 


the town of Tabaſco changed its name for that of Santa Maria de la 


Vitoria, The twenty Indian women who had been brought to us, 


were upon this occaſion baptized, the Rev. Father Bartholome de Ol- 


medo preaching to them many goed things touching our holy faith. 
Donna Marina, the principal of them, was a woman of high rank 


which indeed ſhe ſhewed in her appearance; and theſe were the f 


chriſtian women in New Spain; Cortes gave one to each of his captains, 


and we remained here five days longer, taking care of our fick and 


wounded. This time Cortes employed in conciliating the natives, re- 
commending to them to preſerve their allegiance to his Majeſty our 
Eper, whereby they ſhould enſure our protection to them: this they 

promiſed 


ka} 


| promiſed faithfully to perform, and theſe were the firſt of the natives of 
15 n Who. became n to the Spaniſh monarchy .. 


* a 


a croſs was made in a large ceiba tree. on the ſpot where the battle was 
fought, in order to afford a long memorial thereof, for this tree has the 


quality of reproducing its bark. The natives attended at the adoration 


of the holy image and croſs, which we went in proceſſion to pay our 
devotions to, on this feſtival, They then at our requiſition aſſiſted us, 
to make our preparations to re- embark, our pilots wiſhing to get far off 
that coaſt, | which the wind at this tine blew ſtrongly upon ; and all 
things being prepared, and Cortes having taken leave of the natives, in 
the evening, of this day the troops went on board, and on the enſuing 
_ tailed. for St. Juan de Ulua. 


bi we Are - he coalt, "hab - us who had been 1 - 


1 with Grijalva pointed out to Cortes the different places we ſaw on 
the land, ſaying, here Sir is La Rambla, and there Tonala or St. An- 


ton: more forward we ſhewed him the great river of Guacacualco, the 
lofty mountains covered with ſnow, thoſe of St. Martin, and Roca Par- 


tida. We then ſhewed him the rivers of Alvarado, and Vanderas, Iſla 
Blanca, and Iſla Verde, and cloſe to the land I fla de Los Sacrificios, 


and early i in the evening of holy Thurſday we thus arrived at the port 


of St. Juan de Ulua. I recollect that while we were pointing out theſe 
places to Cortes, a cavalier named Puertocarrero came up to him and 
ſaid, It ſeems to me Sir as if theſe gentlemen who have been here be- 
1 fore are makin ig their exhibition, as it- were, here 7 ſee Monteſinos 
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purport to which 8 was xs ſpoken, _—_ — 72 God give us fortune 


in arms like the Paladin Roldan, and for the reſt, having you gentle- 


Ac On the next: day, (Palm "OR. with the 5 * the 1 natives 


men 1 ſoldiers I ſhall know very well how to act to good effect. — 


Hz —— The 


— PEI 
<4 oo * 
'S 


(652) 
The young native who Was baptized by the name of Donna Ma- 
rina, and who rendered ſuch effential fervices in the fequel, was the 
daughter of the chief or Prince of Painala, a powerful lord who had 


teveral diſtricts fubject to him, eight leagues from Guacacualco. Ie 
dying while this lady was an infant, his widow married another chief, 


a Young man, by wh ſhe had a fon whom they determined to place 


in furceffion 75 them. They therefore gave this girl to certain In- 


dians df Nicalango to carry off feeretly, and cauſed it to be rumouted 


that the was dead; which report they corrobotated by taking the ad- 
vantage of the death of a child about her age, the daughter of a flave. 
The people of Xicalango gave her to thoſe of Tabaſco, and the latter to 
Cortes, by whom ſhe was preſented to a cavalier named Alonzo Her- 
nardez Puertocarrero: when he went to Old Caſtille, Cortes took her 
to himſelf, and had by her a ſon who was named Don Martin Cordes, 
and who was a commander of the order of St. Jago. She afterwards on 
our expedition to Higueras married a cavalier harmed Toon Naramillo. 


Donna Marina had by her birth an univerſal fluter and We. 
quence through theſe countries; ſhe was of a fine figure, frank manners, 


prompt genius, and intrepid fpirit; an excelent linguiſt, and of moſt 
effential fervice to Cortes whom The always accompanied. I was a- 


quainted with her mother, and her half brother, who was at the time 


I knew him grown up; they governed their territory conjointly, the 
ſecond huſband being alfo dead. They were afterwards baptized, the 
mother by the name of Marta, the ſon by the name of Lazarus; this 


I know, for in the expedition to Higueras, when Cortes Paſſed through 


Guacacualco, he ſummoned all the neighbouring chiefs to meet him in 
that ſettlement; and amongſt many others came the mother, and half 
brother of this lady. She had told me before that ſhe was of that pro- 
vince, and in truth ſhe much Teſembted her mother who immediately 
recogniſed her. Both the old lady and her fon were terrified, thinking 
that they were ſent for to be put to death, and-cried bitterly, but Donna 
Marina dried their tears, ſaying, that the forgave them, that at the 
time they ſent her from them they w were ignorant of what they did; and 

that 

4% 


© 30 


chat ſhe thanked God; who had taken her from the worſhip of idols to | 
the true church, and was happier in having a fon by her lord and maſter | 
Cortes, and in being married to a cavalier like her huſband, than if ſhe 


had been ſovereign of all the provinces of New Spain. All this I heard 1 ö 
with my own ears, and ſwear to the truth thereof. Amen. At parting 


ſhe gave them a very handſome preſent of gold, and thus diſmiſſed them. 


This ſtory brings to my mind that of Joſeph in Egypt, when his bro- 
thers were in his power. Donna Marina underſtood the language of 


Guacacualco and Mexico which is one and the ſame, and as the alſo 
could converſe with Aguilar in that of Tabaſco and. Yucatan, we thus 
acquired a medium of communication with the Mexican a . 
u e e er, e ber r | ot eee | 
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Arrival 80 the Aae eds 1 by E Cortes; at S. Juan a 
WT. Ua. Tranſactions and Occurrences there. abs 


Ox Holy Thurſday of the year 1 519, we wel, at the port of St. = 
Juan de Ulua, and Cortes hoiſted the royal ſtandard. In about half an 
hour, two large canoes called piraguas full of Mexicans ſet off from the 
ſhore to viſit the ſhip which bore the flag. When theſe people came 
on board, they enquired for the lord, or as they expreſs it Tlatoan, 
who was pointed out to them by Donna Marina. They then advanced 
to Cortes with great reſpect, and informed him that a ſervant of their 
ſovereign Montezuma had ſent them to wait upon him, to know who 
we were, what our buſineſs was, and if we were in want of any thing, 
in which caſe they had orders to ſupply us. Cortes thanked them, and 
having made them a preſent of ſome cut glaſs, ordered an entertainment 
to be ſerved up, after which he declared that the object of his viſit was, 
to ſee and treat with the people of thoſe countries ; that no one ſhould 
ſuſtain any injury by him, and that he hoped they would have cauſe to 
be ſatisfied with his arrival there, 


On Good Friday we diſembarked the cavalry, -infantry, and artil- 
lery, on the ſand hills of which that coaſt is compoſed ; and having 
| Poſted our artillery, and raiſed anJaltar, we conſtructed temporary bar- 

racks. On the enſuing day we were viſited by many of the natives, 
who brought hatchets wherewith they proceeded to work in making 
the huts, that of Cortes eſpecially, more convenient ; they alſo brought 
mantles to guard us from the ſun, and a preſent of gold, fowls, bread, 
and plumbs, Thoſe who brou ght them informed Cortes, that on the 
next day the governor of the province intended to wait upon him. 


At 


1 

At the appointed time, on the day of the feaſt of the reſurrection, 
2 nobleman named Tendile who was the governor ſpoken of, accom- 
panie by Pitalpitoque afterwards called Ovandillo, and attended by a 
great train of followers bearing various articles of provifion, with.much 
reſpect and ceremony, advanced, and made three reverences to Cortes 
and the ſoldiers who were about him. Cortes went to meet and bid the 
two chiefs welcome: he then cauſed maſs to be faid, after which the 
tables were placed, and he together x with certain of his captains and the 
two Mexican lords, fat down to dinner. Their repaſt ended, and hav- 
ing withdrawn together he informed them, that he was the vaſſal of the 
greateſt prince in the world, who had ſent us thither, to wait upon the 
king of thoſe countries, whoſe fame had reached him, in order to con- 
tract a treaty of peace and amity, and to tell-many things to him of the 
greateſt import to be known. To this Tendile ſomewhat haughtily 
replied, faying, ** How is this? You are but juſt arrived, and you talk 
* ſeeing our monarch: receive this preſent which he ſends you, and 
* jt is time enough to think of other things afterwards.” He then 
took out of a cheſt many pieces of gold well wrought, which he pre- 
| ſented to Cortes, together with ten loads of fine mantles of white cotton 
adorned with plumage ; and many other things, which, it being ſo 
long ago, I do not recollect. After theſe followed an abundant ſupply 
of proviſions, ſuch as fowls, fruit, and roaſted fiſh. Cortes in return 
Preſented them with artificial diamonds, and requeſted that they would 
encourage the natives to come and barter with us, which they promiſed 
to do. We afterwards learned that theſe noble Mexicans were the go- 
vernors of the provinces named Cotaſtlan, Tuſtepeque, Guazpaltepeque, 
Tlatalteclo, and other diſtricts which had been lately reduced to ſub- 
jection under their monarch. Cortes then produced as a preſent for the 
great Montezuma, an arm- chair elegantly carved and painted, ſome arti- 
ficial jewels called margajitas envelloped in perfumed cotton, a ſtring of 
artificial diamonds, and a crimſon cap with a gold medal whereon was 
repreſented St. George killing the dragon. Theſe he deſired Tendile to 
preſent to his maſter in the name of our ſovereign, and to ſignify to him 
at the fame time, his requeſt to know when he might he permitted ta 
| Wait 
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wait upon Hd 1 this:the Mexican nobleman. replied,” that his 
monarch would be happy to hold an intercourſe with our emperor, and 
e pe BIRD _ be DI wade, OUTS Ro: 
e HAS: HT 1 wo rien 


With this embaſly "VE of the ableſt painters of Mexico had 1 — =h 
i who drew repreſentations to the life, of the countenance of Cortes, 
the other captains and ſoldiers, Donna Marina, A guilar, and even the, 
greyhounds, guns, and balls. Cortes perceiving this, in order to im. 
preſs the people and their monarch with a formidable idea of our power, 
cauſed the guns to be loaded with a hi gh charge of powder, and mount- 
ing his horſe, ordered the cavalry down to the wet ſands, which were 

hard, to exerciſe under the command of P. de Alvarado. He took care 
to call the attention, as it were by accident, of the ambaſſadors at the 


moment that the guns were fired, and as the air was calm, the ex In 
fion, and noiſe of the balls through the trees, ſtruck the natives with, 


aſtoniſhment, and theſe Rey were ee re in 
the n cloths. 


Tendile who was the moſt acute of the two in appearance, re- 
marked at this time a partly gilt helmet with one of our ſoldiers, and 
obſerved that it reſembled one which had belonged to their anceſtors, 
and which was placed on the head of their god Huitzilopochtli; he there- 
fore expreſſed a wiſh to carry it to Montezuma. Cortes immediately 


preſented it to him, ſaying at the ſame time, that i in order to aſcertain | 


what reſemblance exiſted between the gold of the two countries, it 
would not be amiſs to return it filled with grains of that metal, as a fit 
preſent for our Emperor. Tendile now took his leave, aſſuring Cortes 
that he would ſpeedily return with the anſwer to his requeſt, The in- 
telligence of what had jpaſſed, together with our prefents, was rapidly. 
conveyed to Montezuma by this officer, who was as eminent for his 


ſwiftneſs of foot, as for his rank. That Monarch was moſt particularly 


ſtruck with the ſight of the helmet ; and it impreſſed ſtrongly on his 


mind the idea, that we were the men deſtined by heaven to abs thoſe 
countries. | | 


* 


. 


AW.) 
The ather 1 Pitalpitaque, eſtabliſhed his bend ina « terhporary 


3 at a little diſtance from qur camp, his people ſupplying the 


table of Cortes with proviſions, and the ſoldiers ſubſiſting by barter. 
Thus fix or ſeven days paſſed, at the expiration of which time, we one 


who in countenance, feature, and perſon, ſtrongly reſembled Cortes ; 
and the reaſon of his being joined in the .embaſly was, that when the 
paintings were exhibited at the court, every one was immediately ſtruck 
with the reſemblance which the portrait of Cortes bore to this lord, 
who was named Quintalbor. The likeneſs was ſo ſtrong, that whilſt 


he remained. among us in camp,: we in ſpeaking of them uſed to ſay; 


Es; * the _— Cortes. 


00 che rien of. anmeldet in ths; W of Cortes, 4 
winks the ground with their hands and kiſſed them, and with cher 


veſſels of incenſe fumigated him and the reſt. After ſome conver- 
fation, mats and mantles being ſpread out, the preſents were diſplayed! | 
upon them. The firſt was a plate of gold of the ſize of the wheel of a 


carriage, repreſenting the ſun, admirably wrought, and ſaid to be worth 
upwards of twenty thouſand .crowns ; a larger one, equally wrought, of 
ſilver, repreſenting the moon; the helmet already mentioned filled with 
gold in its native Nate to the amount of three thouſand crowns, but the 
information we hereby obtained of the value of the mines we eſtimated 
at more than thirty thouſand ; thirty pieces of wrought gold repreſent- 
ing ducks, very well executed, others in the forms of deer, dogs, lions, 
tygers, and apes; twelve arrows; a bow with the cord; two rods like 
thoſe horne by officers of juſtice, five palms long; ten collars, and many 


other ornamen Al of fine gold, and caſt, or moulded work. After 


theſe were er plumes of feathers repreſented in gold, others of 
ſilver, together with fans of the ſame materials, beautiful penaches of 


green feathers, thirty loads of the fineſt cotton 99 1 with many other 
things which — now nn. 


— . + - 


| = 


morning perceived Tendile approaching, followed by upwards of a hun- 
dred men beating preſents. - With him came alſo a great Mexican lord, 
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wherein they told him that with the ſame good will that their monarch 
he would receive it, and divide it as he 
thought beſt among the Teules with him. They alſo communicated to 
him a meſſage from the great Montezuma to this effect; That he re- 
joiced in the arrival of ſuch brave men in his country as the accounts 
he had received proved us to be; that he much wiſhed to ſee our 


ſent the preſent, it was hoped 


(8) 
All theſe being laid betdts Cortes, the ambaſſadors made a ſpeech, 


great emperor, and to communicate by a reciprocation of preſents 
„with him; and that he was ready to render us any ſervices ; but that 


as to viſits to his court, they were attended with many difficulties, 
„and he did not wiſh for them.” Cortes received this meſſage with 


apparent good humour, and preſented each of the ambaſſadors with 


that after having croſſed ſuch a vaſt ſpace of ſea, he could not return 
without executing the miſſion which he had been ſent upon, which 


was, to ſee and ſpeak to the Emperor Montezuma in perſon, ſuch be- 
ing the orders of our great monarch, which he was compelled and de- 
termined to obey. The ambaſſadors replied that they would convey his 
meſſage, but gave no hopes of a favorable anſwer. Out of our poor #: 


means Cortes contrived to fend by them a ſecond preſent ; it conſiſted 
of a glaſs cup of Venetian manufacture, curiouſly gilt and wrought 
with figures, three holland ſhirts, and ſome other articles. With theſe 


the two ambaſſadors returned to Mexico, leaving Pitalpitoque to take 


the charge of nnn our camp. 


Cortes ſeeing that theſe uninhabited ſand oaks infeſted by moſ- 


quitos were diſadvantageous for a ſettlement, ordered P ranciſco de Mon- 
tejo, with two ſmall ſhips, to proceed along the coaſt for the ſpace of 


ten days fail, in ſearch of a port in a better ſituation. Montejo ad- 


- vanced as far as the great river of Panuco, which he could not paſs on 


account of the violence of the currents. He accordingly. returned with- 
out being able to report any information, except that twelve leagues 
from this place, he had ſeen a town or fortreſs named Quiabuiſtlan, and 
near it a harbour which appeared to the pilot to be ſecure to the north. 

It 


holland ſhirts and other articles of ſmall value, but replied by obſerving, | 


( 59) 


It-was after wards called Puerto del Nombre Feo from its reſemblance to 
one of that name in Old Spain. In this expedition Montejo employed 
ten or twelve days, during which time the Mexican lord who was in- 
truſted with the care of our proviſions, relaxed ſo much, that we began 
to experience great diſtreſs ; our bread. grew rotten, | and. unleſs we were 
ſucceſsful in fiſhing we. might ſtarve, for the few. Indians who occa-- 
ſionally brought fowls valued them much higher than Shey had gone 
at firſt. 


Aſter waiting for n time very impatiently, the Mexican am- 
baſſador Tendile returned, with a preſent of ten loads of the fineſt mantles 
of cotton and feathers. Montezuma alſo ſent four jewels called calchi- 
huis, reſembling emeralds, moſt highly valued by the Mexicans, and 
various articles of gold, to the amount of three thouſand crowns. The 
two noblemen, Tendile and Pitalpitoque, for the third who reſembled 
Cortes had fallen ill on the road, informed our general that the great 
Montezuma had received bis preſent with much ſatisfaction, but that as 
to the interview, he could not permit any more to be ſaid on the ſubject. 
That theſe rich jewels each of which exceeded in value a load of gold 
were intended for our emperor, and that herewith all farther intercourſe 
with Mexico was precluded. Cortes, thou gh greatly mortified, thanked 
them politely, and turning to fome of us who were preſent ſaid, ** Truly 
this is a great monarch, and rich: with the permiſſion of God we 
„ muſt ſee him.” To which all the ſoldiers replied, that they were 
ready to march. At this moment the bell tolled for the Ave Maria, and 
all of us fell on our knees, before the holy croſs, 5 


The Mexican 1 holds very inquiſitive to know the 
| meaning of this, Cortes hinted to the Rev. Father Bartholome the ö 
the propriety of a ſermon, ſuch as ſhould convey to them the truths of 
our holy faith. Fra. Bartholome accordingly preached, like an ex- 
cellent theologian which he was, explaining the myſteries of the croſs, 
at the ſight of which the evil beings they worſhipped as gods fled away.- 
Theſe ſubjects and much more he dilated upon, and it was perfectly ex- 
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rſtoog by the Mexicans, BO promiſed that they 
would relate all n they had ſeen and heard to their ſovereign.” He alſo de- 
clared to them, that amongſt the prineipal objects of our miſſion khither, 
were, thoſe of putting a ſtop to human facrifices, injuſtices, and idola- 
trous worſhip ; and then, preſenting them with an image of our Holy 
Virgin with her ſon in her arms, he defired them to take it with them, 


to venerate it, and to plant ctoſſes fimilar t to chat deseo them in their 
temples 


A number of articles 'of gold were now brought i in order to barter 


by the natives, and with this we paid for the proviſions, principally 


fiſh, which we could procure; this was our only preſent reſource 
againſt abſolute want ; we were moſtly provided with thoſe i toys which 
were in requeſt among the Indians, and with them we procured the 
geld, which as ſoon as obtained was paid to our fiſhermen, who were 
chiefly the mariners of the fleet. Cortes well knew ef this private 


trade, nor did it afford him difſatisfaction, as he confidered it a fur- 


therance of his views, though be concealed his mind he 1 the 
_ | 


The partizans r Velaſquez however DH now to grow e 


at this practice, and demanded Cortes to make ſuch regulations as 


ſhould bring all the gold which had been, or was in future to be pur- 
chaſed, into one common ſtock, under the care of a treaſurer. To this 
Cortes conſented, and named for the purpofe one Gonzalo Mexia. He 
then tuned to thoſe who had made the application and with an angry 


countenance ſaid, Look you gentlemen ! Our companions { ſuffer under 


« want; I therefore thou ght it prudent to connive at what was doing; 
oF! al they obtained amounts to a mere trifle; with the bleſſing of God 
«« we have great and fplendid profpects before us; it is now proclaimed, 
i you have defired ; ſee if the ſoldiers will in future be able to pro- 
eure food. It is upon this tranſaction that Gomara relates, that it 
was done as a piece of art by Cortes, to induce Montezuma to think 
that oe was no object with the — dut the application for the 


caſque 


2 „„ 2 


| - 61) 
ue to be returned ald wich gold, and other previous circumſtances ; 


emu have doc convinced Kier to the _ 


One morning at this time, we were Atagrweilty ſurpriſed by per- 
ceiving that all our Mexican neighbours had quitted us without taking 
leave. This we afterwards learned was done by the order of Monte- 
Zuma, who was determined to permit no more conferences. It ſeerns 
this monarch was greatly bigotted to the worſhip of his idols, to which 
he every day ſacrificed boys, in order to obtain directions how to act. 
Their commands were, that he ſhould hold no farther intercourſe with 
us, and they forbid the reception of the crucifix in Mexico, This was 
the cauſe of the flight of our former neighbours, which ge us ar 
alarm and we N for hoſtilities. : 


Os day whilſt 1 FRY a Goldier were and po the ſands 
at ſome diftance from our poſt, we remarked the approach of five na- 
tives, whom, in order not to create an unneceſſary alarm in the camp, 
we fuffered to come up cloſe to us. Theſe men ſaluted us in a friendly 
manner, and by figns deſired to be brought to our camp. I therefore 
left my comrade at the out-poſt, and attended them thither, for I then 
had the fal uſe of my limbs, far otherwiſe than at prefent that I am 
worn down and old. When J had brought them to Cortes they ſaluted 
him with great reverence, addrefling him with the title of Lopelucio, 
or lord, which is the fignification of the word in the Totonaquean lan- 
guage. Theſe Indians were very different in their appearance from the 
Mexicans, and they wore in their cars large rings of ſtone painted blue, 
and very fine leaves of gold in their lips. As their language was un- 
intelligible to our interpreters, Donna Marina aſked in the Mexican if 
any of them could ſpeak in that dialect; to which two of them anſwered 
in the affirmative, and immediately proceeded to ſay, that their lord 
had ſent them to congratulate us on our arrival; that he would be proud 
to ferve ſuch brave men as he had heard we. were, and would have 
waited upon us before, but from dread of the people of Culchua, who 
were with us. In the courſe of converſation Cortes was pleaſed to find 
that 
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that Montezuma had enemies in the country ; he diſmiſſed theſe men 


with preſents, and deſired them to aſſure their chief, that he would 
ſhortly pay him an amicable viſit. Theſe 8 were ever after named 


the We 


© The fondle we had hed on during is An were infeſted | by | 
the ſmall moſquito, which is much' the moſt troubleſome. of all, and 
under whoſe attacks it is impoſſibe to ſleep; our bread was rotten, and 


we had hardly any thing elſe to eat. The faction of Velaſquez, and 
thoſe who had good plantations in Cuba therefore, began to be very tired 


of our preſent ſituation, which indeed required ſome change, and Cortes 


prepared to proceed to the fortified town named Quiabuiſtlan, | Upon 


this the perſons I have alluded to grew more querulous than before; they 
complained that they ſhould be worn down by the attacks of the natives 
of this vaſt country, having already loſt above thirty-five of our num- 
ber, and that it was preferable to return and report to Velaſquez what 


we had done. To theſe remonſtrances Cortes replied, that hitherto we 


had no cauſe to complairi of fortune ; that death was the fate of war, 
and it was our faults if we wanted while we lived in a plentiful land ; 
that it was impoſſible to quit this country without ſeeing more of it, 
and he truſted in God's aſſiſtance. This in ſome degree calmed, but by 
no means extin guiſhed 1 the ſpirit of the party which had formed _ 


* 


Cn had now obtained fre rom Sn: 3 and * 
four brothers, De Oli, De Avila, Eſcalante, De Lugo, and myſelf, to- 
gether with other officers and cavaliers, promiſes of our ſupport in ap- 
pointing him to an independent command, and this was ſuſpected by 
Mantejo who cloſely watched all our motions. One night very late, 
Puertocarrero, Eſcalante, and De Lugo who was a diſtant relation of 
mine came to my hut, and ſaid to me, ** Senior del Caſtillo get your arms 
and join us to attend Cortes who is going his rounds,” I accordingly 
did ſo; and as ſoon as we had quitted the hut, they told that they 
wanted ſoine converſation with me, which it was not proper for my 
— who were of the faction of Velaſquez, to hear. One of 

| them 


— —— — 
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cid FOR addreſſed me as . Slows 3 Senior del Caſtillo it is now the 


third time that you have viſited this country to your coſt and loſs ; 
Cortes has deceived us; he faid in Cuba that he had powers to 


i eſtabliſh a colony, whereas they went no farther as at preſent appears 
«* than to traffic, and now we are to return to Cuba and aflign all our 


wealth over to Velaſquez. Here are many of us determined to take 
poſſeſſion of this country under Cortes. in his Majeſty's name, and 
until his royal pleaſure is known: Cortes ſhall be elected our general, 


and we expect you wilb give him your vote.” To all this I moſt- 


heartily and immediately aſſented, and we went through the different 


huts thus canvaſſing for Cortes. The affair was ſoon known to the 
party of Velaſquez which was much more numerous than ours; they 


immediately went to Cortes, and haughtily deſired him to deſiſt from 


thefe underhand proceedings ; they told him that it was his duty now 
to return to Velaſquez who had ſent him, and that we were not by any - 
means provided for the eſtabliſhment of a colony. To this Cortes 


mildly replied, that as in duty bound he would inſtantly return; but 


we who were of the other party now exclaimed againſt him for having 
deceived us in aſſerting that he had a commiſſion to colonize, whereas 


it appeared that it went no. farther than barter; adding, that we de- 
manded a fulfilment of his original engagement with us, as neceflary 
for the ſervice of God and his Majeſty. That once we were ſettled 


more ſoldiers would join us, and that Velaſquez. had drawn us to our 


ruin, by inducing us to come here in hopes of a ſettlement, and diſap- 
pointing us; and we concluded by ſaying, that thoſe who choſe to re- 
turn to Cuba were welcome to do ſo. 


We then inſiſted on Cortes accepting the 3 of us who were 
determined to try our fortunes in this new country, for the ſervice of 
God and his Majeſty: he for ſome time refuſed, but at length acceded, 
for as the proverb ſays, Vou alk me that, to which I have already got 
my own conſent, and thus he was appointed our captain general, and 
ſupreme magiſtrate. The worſt part of the buſineſs was, the power 
which we gave him, to draw for himſelf, one fifth of all the gold after 

that 
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that of his Majeſty was deducted. However with all theſe auſhoritits 
and privileges he was formally inveſted, before a royal notary, Diego de 
Godoy. It was now determined to proceed immediately to the founda- 
tion of a ſettlement and town, which we named De la Vera Cruz, be- 
cauſe we arrive here on Holy Thurſday, and diſembarked on Good 
Friday, and we called it Villa Rica, from the words of a cavalier, whe 
faid, © Behold the rich lands.” We alſo appointed civil magiſtrates, 
the two firſt alcaldes being A. H. Puertocarrers, the cavalier I have 
juſt alluded to, and Franciſco de Montejo; the latter was no friend to 
Cortes, and it was for that reaſon he was from policy appainted to this 
fituation. A gallows was erected in the ſquare of the town,: and ane- 
ther at ſome diſtance out of it. Pedro de Alvarado was appointed cap- 
tain of the expeditions, Chriſtoval de Oli maeſtre de campo, quan de 
Eſcalante Alguazil mayor, Gonzalo Mexia treaſurer, Alonzo de Avila 
contador, and one Corral ſtandard bearer, for Villaroel who had held 
that fituation was diſplaced, on account of ſome umbrage Cortes had 
taken againſt him about an Indian woman of Cuba. Ochoa Viſcaino, 
and Alonzo Romero, were appointed military alguazils. If it is aſked 
now, why [ do not name Gonzalo de Sandoval that valiant captain, 
who was noticed by. our great monarch the emperor, I reply, that he 
vas at this time a ſtripling, and had not acquired the fame in arms he 
afterwards obtained. 


The ſteps which we had 1 enraged the dies of Velaſquez 
beyond all meaſure; they were almoſt ready to break out into acts of 
violence, and uttered the moſt mutinous expreſſions. Juan de Eſca- 
lante now, having previouſly concerted the meaſure with Cortes, de- 
manded in the name of us all, a ſight of the inſtructions given by Ve- 
laſquez. The tenor of them was as follows; ** As ſoon as you ſhall 
have procured the utmoſt quantity of gold that is to be had, return.” 
We requeſted this inſtrument, in order that the whole of the proceed- 
ings ſhould be laid before his Majeſty ; a neceſſary precaution as after- 
wards appeared, from the fteps which were taken e us by the 


Biſhop of * and Archbiſhop of Roſſano, Juan Rodriguez 
de 
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de Fonſeca, for.fo he was named, who wiſhed, throughout, to deſtroy 
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The adherents of Velaſquez now declared, that they would not re- 


1 
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main under the command of Cortes, but would return to the Iſland of 
Cuba; to which Cortes replied, that it was not his wiſh to detain any 
one contrary” to his inclination,” even though xe ſhould remain alone. 
This pacified many, but Juan 3 de Leon a relation of the 
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"HE wants we FOTO: now hub ſome relief; and Alyarado 
was accordin gly ſent with a hundred ſoldiers principally of the party 
of Velaſquez, to ſearch the country, and procure maize, and other pro- 


viſions ; for it was thought moſt politio, that the whole of thoſe who 


were friends to Cortes ſhould remain with him. It muſt be obſerved 
that this neighbourhood where the language of Culva was ſpoken, was 
dependent upon Mexico. Alvarado proceeding on his expedition, 


| marched to ſome ſmall villages, dependencies of the diſtrict, named 
Coſtitlan, which the inhabitants had quitted a ſhort time before his 


arrival. In their temples he found the bodies of men and boys lately 
ſacrificed, the ſtones on which the horrid ceremony was performed, and 
the knives yet ſmoking ; the limbs were ſevered from the bodies, and 


taken away, as our people were informed, to be eaten. Theſe ſhocking 


ſcenes aſtoniſhed our ſoldiers, but we every where as we proceeded 
through the country found fimilar ones. In theſe villages they obtained 
abundance of proviſions, of which they ſtripped them, without doing 
further damage, by the ſtrict orders of Cortes, and returned with two 
priſoners to our quarters, where we rejoiced in the novelty of good fare: 


for, as the ſaying is, all N and misfortunes are erna with 
a hearty meal. 


The addreſs and activity of Cortes made him daily acquire an 
intereſt amongſt the former adherents of Velaſquez, ſome with gold 
which breaks the ſolid rocks, and more with promiſes were ſucceſſively 


drawn over to him. He firſt brought his priſoners from the ſhips 
. where they had been in confinement, and in a ow days releaſed them 
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a thither along the coaſt, I recollect that we paſſed a great fiſh. 
which was left behind by the tide. We then arrived at.a river, where 


the preſent town of Vera Cruz is built, and croſſed. it to a village on the 
oppoſite ſide. The diſtrict was ſubject to the great town of Cempoal, | 
to which the five. Indians belonged who viſited us with golden orna- 


ments in their under lips. In ſome temples we found the inſtruments 


and remains of human ſacrifices, much plumage of parrots „and books 
of the paper of the country, folded in the manner of cloth of Caſtille; 


but dan natives had all fled, and no We were to be found. 


We now o quite the. coaſt, and ſtruck into 1 country randy the 
weſt; where, in ſome large plains without any beaten track, we ſaw 
herds'of deer feeding. Alvarado with his ſwift cheſnut mare gave 
| Chace to one of them, which he wounded with his lance, but the ani- 
mal eſcaped from him into the woods. Juſt at this time twelve Indians 
came to us, bearing proviſions ; they had been ſent by their chief with 
an invitation to go to his town, which was diſtant one day's journey. 


Cortes thanked them, and we proceeded on, to a town where we halted 
for the night. - We found here the remains of human facrifices, b both of 


men'and women,. with the repetition of we faber details of which, I 
will not tire the reader, | 


Early + in 5 morning we 8 a hs conduct of our 
friendly Indians, and fent forward to the chief of Cempoal to inform 
him of our approach. When we came within a league of the place, we 
were met by twenty principal perſons, who preſenting Cortes and the 
cavalry with very odoriferous flowers tied in bunches, told him, that 
they came with an excuſe on the part of their chief, who was ſo 
fat and unwieldy that he was not able to come out, but had ſent them 
to Invite us to his town, Cortes thanked them, and we proceeded. 
K 2 When 


We now. 8 to he ee of Quiabuif = and, on ou ur 
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1 Wukn we entered,” we were fürptifecd with the denuty ef che buildings 
"BY | and ſituation, and the various plantations of trees. All the ſtreetz as We 
np were filled with men and women, attracted by curioſity. Our 

&d guard having g gone to the great fquare, the buildings of which 
Kal been lately hien and plaiftered, in which art theſe people 
are very Apen orie of our bellen was fo ſtruck With the fplender of 
their appearatiet in the fun, that he came back in Full ſpeed to Cortes, 
dd tell Him that the wilks of the Houſes were of filver. "When we came 
to know the reality we all laug lied heartily: at hirn, and uſed in future to 
fay chat every thing that was white, was ſilver in his eyes. Theſe 
buildings were appoitited for our lodgings, and large apartinents aligned 
t Us, which cintained'the whole; and here the Fat cacitiie, for O0 
am in future to call him, cttie to pay his reſpects to Cortes. Thiey had 
provided an entertainment for us, with baſkets of plums, and bread of 
maize, We were well pleaſed with odr fituation, and Hained the town 
Villa Viciofa; though Toine called it Seville. *Coftes: Erdefed that the 
foldicrsſhould give no uinbrage to the inhabitants, « arid that we ed 
Ar that Fan remain in our n at 


As foohas'the fir Add abe Wed tide ce Had end, 4 Rn 
fied to Cortes his intention of Waiting on him, Which He Thorthy after 
did, attended by may of the principal "inhabitants, dreffed in rich 
mantles, and otnamented with gold. Cortes went out to meet them 
with great cercthony, and having ernibracedt the fut cacique, the latter 
ordered a preſent to be brought, compoſed of gold and mamles, hut of 
little value, which he offered to Cortes, ſaying, ** Great lord, receive 
« this preſefit kindly, for if T had more it fhonld be yours. Cortes 
| anſwered that he would repay it with good works, and deſired to know 
What ſervices he could render him, having been ſent by the emperur 
whoſe vaſſal he was, to redrefs wrongs, puniſh the wicked, and pre- 

0 vent the facrifice of human ſouls. He then aid any things to him 

eoncerning our holy faith. As ſoon as the fat cacique [had heard them 

_  } 6iit, giving a deep ſigh, he complained bitterly of Montez uma and his 

i | officers, ſaying, that having lately been compelled to ſubmit to the 
yoke 
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echten bnd that wi . 50 take fuck een as ſhouls. 
free hin from the tyranny he complained of. The cacique then made 
4 very diſcreet anſwer and they parted for the preſent. On the enſuing 
thy we quitted this _ plave- attended by above four hundred. Indians to | 
carty dur bag Theſe perſons are called Tamenes: they carry a 
burthen. of about ty pamde for the ſpace of five leagues, where they 
are relieved; and we underſteod chat in peaceable and orderly times, in 
theſe countries, each eacique was obliged, on demand, to provide thai 
through his diſtri, At night we arrived at a village hard by the 
town of Ouiaviftlan, where we: found a good . eee for us 
by the care . the = RR. | 


At ten o'clock in the een: of cheenkiby day, we entered the 
wre town of Quiaviſtlan, fituated upon a rock of very difficult 
aſcerit, with bur artillery in the front. Though T may be charged with 
breaking in upon my narrative to welate old ftories, I muſt mention, 
that as we were trarching ap to'this Place, Captain A. de Avila, an ill- 
tetnpered man, being angry with a folder named Villanueva for break- 
ing his rank, gave Hm a thruſt of his lance in the arm which lamed 
him ever after; te was therefore in future called Villa nueva el Man- 
quilld.- We adraneed to the middle of the city without any reſiſtance, 
or even meeting an individual; but. on approaching the temples, which 
were upon the principal ſquare, e ſaw fifteen perſons dreſſed in rich 
mantles, who approaching Cones preſented him with incenſe, and 

apologizing for the abſence of *the people, through fear, invited us to 

repoſe dufſelves, and promifed that before night the inhabitants ſhould 
return. Cortes informed them of that which related to our miſſion, in 
the ſervice of our great emperor, and holy faith, and preſenting them 
with ſome trinkets, deſired that . would ſend us a ſupply of pro- 
viſions, which "_— inſtantly did. 


Cortes 
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Deter was now informed of the approach of the fat cacique, wha 
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„ | N R's appeared, borne in a litter by his principal nobility.;, and on his 

9 arrival, he immediately joined with the chiefs of this place, in bitter 
1 | complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma; one of the heavieſt articles 
* | of which was, his demand of their children for the purpoſes of ſacrifice, 
1 ; | or ſlavery; and they aſſerted that this was the practice, with many 
1 ? e | vtheraCts of outrage committed by his officers, through the, w whole of 

1 the country where the language of Totonaque was ſpoken; a tract 
mi which contained above thirty towns. Cortes conſoled them, promiſing | 
i redreſs, and whilſt they were thus converſing a perſon, came to inform 
1 ; the chiefs, that there were juſt then arrived five Mexican officers, or 
1 } collectors of tribute. This intelli FENCE 4 drove the colour from the checks 
1 } of all the natives, and they went rambling, to receive them, lexving 

| | | [ Cortes quite __. 

„ For theſe officers lodgings. were prepared with the greateſt diſpatch, 

17 and chocolate got ready for their refreſhment. As they went to their 
1 apartments they paſſed us by with great ſtate, not deigning to caſt a 
1 look upon Cortes. They were dreſſed in mantles clegantly wrought, 
Ml if and drawers of the ſame ; their hair mining. and as it were tied at the 
799 top of the head, and each of them had in his hand a bunch of roſes, 
. which he occaſionally ſmelt to. They were attended by ſervants who 
. fanned them, and each of whom carried a cord and a hooked Kick. 
N They were alſo attended by a numerous company of the principal per- 
1 ſons, who did not quit them until they had taken their refreſhment, 
wi after which they ſent for the fat cacique, and thoſe of this place, and 
Wh: - gave them a ſevere reprimand for receiving and entertaining us, contrary 
il to the will of their ſovereign, Montezuma; and having uſed many 
Wi: threats of puniſhment, they concluded with a demand of twenty men 
134 and women to facrifice to their = in order to expiate the pages. IN 
i\ 118 This mi made — to our Sinai by EF the caciques, 
128 wy in conformity to his duty, he deemed it proper to ſeize the perſons 

„ as theſe officers, until | their lord, Montezuma, ſhould be informed of the 
j p ö . tyrannies 
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tyrannies they committed on his ſubjects This propoſal terrified and. 
aſtoniſhed the chiefs, and they at firſt refuſed to lay hands on them, 
- but Cortes was determined, and cauſed them to be ſeized and faſtened 
"in the neck a kind of pillory made of large ſtaves and collars. They 


were ſo r as not to be able ta ſtir, and one of them alſo being refrac- | 5 
tory was beaten ſoundly. Cortes then proclaimed that neither tribute \ 


nor obedience ſhould be paid- to Montezuma, and this he ordered to be 
made univerſally known through theſe diſtricts, and alſo, that wherever 


_ "I which _ henceforward eee the Spaniards. 


The chiefs 1 were es 88 to Gerifica the gern whom before 


Wee they hardly dared to look at; and this they ſaid was in order 
to: prevent them from conveying intelligence to Mexico; but when it 


came to the knowledge of Cortes, he prevented it by taking them into 


his on cuſtody, and putting them under a guard of ſoldiers. At mid- 
night he cauſed two of them to be untied, and brought ſecretly into his 
_ preſence ; when they came before him, he aſked them, as if ignorant 
of what had happened, what country they belonged to, and why they 
were kept priſoners. ; They anſwered, That they had been ſeized by 
©.:the caciques and people of chat town, who were favored and encou- 


“ raged in it by him and us.” To this Cortes replied, © That he 


© knew: nothing of it, and was very ſorry for what had happened.“ 
He then cauſed food to be brought to them, and treating them with 
great kindneſs, deſired that they would go and inform their ſovereign 
how much he wiſhed to be his friend and ſervant. He alſo promiſed 
that he would releaſe their companions, and reprimand. the caciques for 
what they had done. Ie then deſired them to go away. as faſt: as they 
could, but they informing, him that it would be their deſtruction to at- 


ſailors N 


tempt to paſs through the nx, he ſent them by a. boat with ſix 


/ 


he ſhould hear of any. officers. of Montezuma comin g. he would ſend. f | 
for and arreſt them. The intelligence of theſe meaſures ſoon ſpread. 
through the country, . which the natives ſaid: were to be attempted only 
by ſuperior beings, or Teules, the name which they give to their idols, 
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| forms" were own, they were very determined on ſacrificing the __ 
but Cartes alſuming the appearance of great diſpleaſure at che loſs, or- 
dered a chain to be brought. in which he ſent the remainder of the 
| Mexicans to the ſhips, and this' he did to get then out of the power of 
che others, for as ſoon as they were on board he rdeaſed them,” with a 
promiſe that they ſhould foon be permitted to return to Mexico. The 

caciques now reverted to Cortes for advice how they ſhould act, as 
Montezuma muſt inevitably know the manner in which his officers had 
been treated, and would in conſequence overwhdm-them with his great 
armies; to which Cortes with a cheerful countenance replied, that 
he and his brothers there would guard chem againſt al attacks. 
The caciques on their part offered to us with all their powers, 
and they at this time entered under. allegiance to his Majeſty befpre 
Diego de Godoy the royal notary, and-cauſed proclamation thereof to be 
made through the province, the people of which rejoiced in Og 
tion from the vexatious demands of — ne 5 l i 


5 


The hrong Alliagconhich We had now. 9 ancduiced in dee | 
no time in eſtabliſhing our ſettlement in ſo allvantageous a fituation. 
For the ſeite of our town we choſe a plain, half a league frem the fortrefs 
where we now were; and tracing out the foundations of the church, 
ſquare, arſenal, and fort, we raiſed all the buildings to the firſt ſtory, 
and alſo the walls and parapets of the fort, with loop holes and barba- 
cans. Cortes was the firft to carry earth, or ſtones, or dig in the foun- 
dations; and his example was followed by all' che officers and ſoldiers, 
ſome digging, and others making the walls of clay, bringing water, 
and at the kilns making bricks and tiles; others ſeeking proviſions or 
timber, and the ſmiths preparing the iron work. In this manner we 

continued, until, with the affiſtance of the natives, we had nefly com- 


pleted the church, houſes, and fortreſſes. 
At 


9 


e e de it apriokes; the great Mibealoiniing: Werivet Enit, eee 

genes of the manner in which his officers had been treated, and of the” __ 5 5 

rebellion of the provinces. He was much enraged with Cortes, and 

had ordered two armics to march, ane to puniſh his refractory ſubjects, 

the other againſt us, but when they were ready to ſet out, the arrival of 

the two officers whom Cortes had releafed, and the aceount of the man- 

ner in which they had been treated while in our power, aſſuaged his 

anger, and induced hirn to ſend us a peaceable meſſage. For this pur- 

poſe. he ſelected two of his nephews, whom he ſent to us under the 

care of faur old noblemen of the firſt rank about his court, with a pre- 
ſent of gold, and-mantles, worth two thouſand; crowns, and alfo to re- 5 

turn his thanks to Cortes, for the civility ſhewn to his officers ; but 

adding a complaint of his having- inſtigated theſe people to throw off 

their allegiance, for which he would at a future opportunity puniſh 

them, though he refrained from doing fo at the preſent, on account of 

aur being amongſt them; becauſe he was convinced that we were thoſe 

of who the ancient prophecies had ſpoken, and that we were of the 

ſame anceſtors with himſelf. | Cortes informed the ambaſſadors, that 

he and all of us were the moſt humble ſervants of the great Montezuma, 

for whom we had taken care of thoſe officers, three of whom-were now 

on board of our ſhips, and —_ he ordered Vie be TE mage 

* delivered 0 their friends. 


e = 8 Monttarcs, and the melts fight of 
his officer the governor, ſaying, that was the reaſon of his now coming 
to this country, where he had received much kindneſs; hoping what 
had paſſed would be pardened, and that as to tribute, it was not poſs 
ſible to ſerve two maſters, and the people of theſe provinces were now 
the vaſſals of our lord the emperor; but that he expected ſoon to wait 
on the great Montezuma, and then every thing ſhould be done to his 
ſatisfaction by us. He preſented the yayng princes with glaſs diamonds 
and beads, and treated them with much honor, ordering the cavalry e 
out to exerciſe in their Plate, a * which afforded them great ſa - a 

ee eee tisfaction; 
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7 855 at 15 time loſt h his ' horſe, 8 W he : by kk b 


894 he was a dark cheſnut and one of the beſt that were 


brou ght to New Spain. The embaſſy ſent by Montezuma had the 
greateſt effect on the people of thoſe countries, for ſaid they how formi- 


; gave mult thoſe enen W. whom even * "__ neee ** 


The * cacique now wee on ede „to been dn of the 6 out- 


rages committed by a garriſon of Mexican troops which occupied a 


town called Cingapacinga, nine leagues diſtant from the place where 
we were, After ſome conſideration, Cortes laughing ſaid to thoſe about 
him, Gentlemen you ſee that theſe people eſteem us to be a ſuperior 
race of beings, let us encourage the prejudice, and impreſs them 
with the idea that one of us is enough to drive an army before him. 
For this purpoſe I will ſend old Heredia the Biſcayan mufketeer, 
* whoſe fierce and ſcarred face, great beard, one eye, and lame leg, 
% will terrify them.” This man had been a ſoldier in Italy. Cortes 


told him when he had got as far as the river to fire a muſket as a ſignal, 


for he did this only to try how far the credulity of the Indians in our 


favor would carry them. Heredia being preſent, he called to the ca- 


ciques ſaying, Go with this Teule, whom J ſend to kill or make pri- 
** ſoners all your enemies.” The caciques ſet out with their party ac- 
cordingly, being headed by the old ſoldier, who went firing his muſket 
before them out of the town. As ſoon as he arrived at the river he 
gave the ſignal, and Cortes ſent to ſtop them, having ſufficiently tried 


their faith, and when they returned he informed them that it was his 
1 intention to proceed _— their enemies with his whole force. : 


. 


When the ſoldiers uche a for this duty, thoſe of Us party of 
Velaſquez refuſed to obey orders, faying, that they would go on no ex- 
pedition, but inſiſted on returning to the Iſland of Cuba. The number 
of mutineers who openly declared themſelves was ſeven; when theſe 


Were 3 


*) 


were brought before Cortes and aſked by him how they could behave fo- 


ill, they inſolently replied, that they wondered at his idea of colonizing 
amongſt; ſuch numbers of the natives; that for their parts they were 


tired of being dragged about, and would go to their plantations in Cuba. 


Cortes replied that he would not oppoſe their going, though he diſap- 
proved of their conduct; acco 


named Moron ſold a good horſe to one Juan Ruano, who was to Pay 
15 it bd an al en of certain articles of vis property; in Cuba, 


© 


* as the veſſel v was 5 to fal, che ſoldiers, Bade by the * 


kde; and other civil officers, of the ſettlement, waited on Cortes with a 
requeſt that he would permit no perſons whatever to quit their colours, 
a crime ſor which thoſe who committed it deſerved to ſuffer death. 
Cortes for ſome time appeared to be unwilling to withdraw the per- 
miſſion,” but at length ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, and the ſeven 


malcontents were obliged to come back to us and ſuſtain the ridicule 
their conduct brought on them; Moron alſo loſt his horſe, which the 


other kept, referring him for the en to his gene on his * 
. in * Hland of Cuba. _ 


Our n ie was as. Fu 00 preſent, Coding ſet out 


upon his expedition with four hundred ſoldiers, being joined at Cem- 


poal by a thouſand of our allies divided into four companies. The firſt 
days march was five leagues, and on the enſuing day we reached the 
outſkirts of the town of Cingapacinga, which was built among ſteep 


and difficult rocks. When the inhabitants heard of our approach; a 
deputation of eight of their chieftains was ſent to Cortes, and being 
brought into his preſence, theſe perſons with tears in their eyes aſked 


him why he came to deſtroy them, who had given no occaſion for ſuch 
an aggreſſion, adding that this ſurpriſed them the more from. the 
celebrity of our juſtice, which had reached them; and as to our allies 
of Cempoal, their malevolence againſt them was founded upon an old 
dine about boundaries, and now they took advantage of our ſupport 

L2 to 


cordingly they embarked, and brought their 
proviſions of bread, oil, and vegetables, on board, and one of them 


IR es 


(6). 


a rob and murder them, They admitted that a — garriſon had 
been in their town, but it had retited on the arreſt of the afficers of 
Montezuma. Tor therefore' 7705 that we would grant them eur 


"As Bi as this was exphaties 10 Cortes, he es nder bs this: 
| troops not to fuffer any of the allies to advance. This order was 
ſpeedily communicated, [Gor they were already plundering the people in 
the ſuburbs, at which Cortes was greatly enraged; and ordering the 
captains into his preſence, he commanded them to return what had been 
taken, adding. that they deſerved the puniſhment ef death for their 
miſrepreſentations, when their real ant evident intention was, to rob 
and ſacrifice their neighbours: an injuſtice which we were bound to 
prevent or redrefs. The chiefs of Cempoal, duly impreſſed by theſe 
menaces, inſtantly furrendered their priſoners and plunder. Cortes 
then, with an enraged countenance <ommanded them to quit the place 
„ bor the night, which they accordingly did. This conduct won the 
| ” hearts of the people of the diſtrict; and both chiefs and priefts liſtened 
| © - attenitively to, and were convinced by, the truths” which Cortes told 
them relative to our holy faith, and his exhortation to quit their Abo- 
minable worſhip and cuſtoms, inſomuch that, calling i in the people of 
1 tte neighbouring diſtricts, the whole engaged under allegiance to his 


Majefty ; ; after having done which, they made nn, Wer of che 
| N of Montezuma. 


N 


On dhe dining morning, — called ber che chiels of — 
and effected a permanerit reconciliation between them and his people. 
We chen departed by a different route, and being much fatigued, we 
Haleed | ina town which was in the diſtrict of the place we had left, Tt 
there that u certain 4otdier named De Mora, teck two fowls 
from the houſe of one of the inhabitants, und Cortes on hearing of it 
was Io incenſed at ſuch an outrage being -committel -in a peaceable 
eduntry, that hie immediately bung him up, but Captain de Alvarado 
drawing his Ford, Tut the rope jult ! in time to ſave the poor man's 


life; 


(m7) 
life; this ſoldier Was awards killed in an action at a rock in Guati- 
mala. I mention the circumſtance as a * of the Aricinels ow 


which Cortes enforced n. 2 Fe e 7h 


* 


„ been ban the glacs where this „ we ; arcived at 
"A huts where we found the fat cacique waiting for us with refreſh- 


ments and proviſions. Our conduct on this expedition made the na- 


tives hold us in higher eſtimation than before; for although untaught, 


they could fee that juſtice is holy and good, and that the behaviour of 
Cortes was conformable to what he profeſſed, when he declared that he 


came to redreſs. and prevent tyranny. Here we reſted for the night, and 
3 05 * * eee, AYE us to- ye: leggings 
| their town 


e great dread of the vengeance of Montezuma; they there- 
fore in order to fix us propaſed, an intermarriage, and for that purpoſe 
offered to us eight ladies, M of the firſt families, who were intro- 


_ _thiced richly dreſſed, and ornamented with gold collars and ear rings, 
and attended by a numer of fernale flaves. The fat cacique then faid 
to Cortes, «4 Tecte or lord, theſe ſeven young women are for the cap- 
* tains of your army, and this my niece who is proprietor of towns 
++ and valfals, J beg leave to-prefent to you.” Cortes received. the offer 


as it merited, but took the opportunity to. obſerve, that in order to 
ftrengthen the friendfhip with us, it was neceflary that they thou firſt 
_ renannce their idolatrous "workup, the abominable cuſtom of male 

youths appearing in women's drefs, and their human: facrifices; for 
every day our ſight was offended by the repetition of four or five of theſe 
horrid murders, the unfortunate victims being cut up and their limbs 


dold in the public markets, as beef 1 is in the towns of Old Caſtile. He 


alſo added, that before we could accept. their propofal relative to theſe 
Ladies, it W that they ſſould undergo the ceremony of , | 


The cheſs and prieſts replied, that they could not think of re- 
nouncing 


pee ietereſtod now to retain U r 
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nouncing the worſhip of their gods in any reſpect: but as to the other 
evil practice a ſtop ſhould be put to it. This anſwer however did not 
by any means ſatisfy us, and Cortes ſtrongly repreſented. the neceſlity of 


ſuppreſſing by force their idolatrous worſhip, and his determination, 
though it coſt the lives of all, on that very day to proſtrate their falſe 


gods. For this purpoſe we therefore immediately got under arms, and 


then Cortes declared his intention to the chiefs. As ſoon. as the fat ca- 
cique heard it, he ordered the people to arm and aſſemble in defence of 
their temple, and they all appeared greatly agitated ; but when they 


ſaw that we were preparing to aſcend the great flight of ſteps, the chief | 


abovementioned came up to Cortes and expoſtulated with him, aſking 


him why he proceeded upon a meaſure whereby he would bring de- 
ſtruction upon them and us alſo. Cortes anſwered that he was deter- 
mined fince they paid no regard to what he ſaid, to hurl their pretended 


gods down the ſteps. The chiefs replied, that they were unworthy to 


appioach them, but if we were reſolved on doing what. we faid, they 
could not help themſelves. Accordingly, they had hardly ſaid this, 
when fifty of us going up for the. purpoſe, threw down and broke to 
Pieces the enormous idols which we found within the temple, ſome in 
the form of dragons, others of half human ſhape, and others like dogs. 
At this ſight the chiefs and prieſts wept and prayed for pardon, but the 
warriors prepared to attack us with their arrows. Perceiving their in- 
tention, we immediately ſeized the fat cacique and ſix more chiefs and 
prieſts, Cortes exclaiming, that if any outrage was attempted, they 
ſhould every man die that moment. The fat cacique tben called to his 
warriors to deſiſt, and matters being ſoon brought to a ſtate of quiet, 


Cortes took an apportunity of Magnin the people . the tle 
| at religion, 


FE 


He next ordered that the fragments of the idols ſhould be burned, 
and immediately eight prieſts who. uſed to have the care of them came, 
and collecting them together, brought them into the temple, where 


they were e conf! — 


Theſe | 


679 


| Theſe priefts * were dreſſed in long black chaneles like ſheets with 
Sod reſernbling thoſe of our canons hanging to the ſhoulders, their 
hes reached to the feet, and they had a ſmaller hood like the domi- 

Their long hair was matted together with clotted blood; with 
— it reached: to the waiſt, and with others to the feet, their ears 
were torn and cut, and they ſmelt horribly, as it were of ſulphur, and 
putrid fleſh. They were faid to be all of noble families, and they were 
addicted to the evil practice of the country. On certain days they faſted: 
J have ſeen them make food of the ſeeds or kernels of the cotton _ 
whey elſe a might *. . at other times I cannot 15 


Cones Fees add the aceple, fiving fac now we were « ally 
ee „Montezuma ſhould no longer oppreſs them, and he would 
place them under the protection of the great Lady whom we adore, the 
mother of Chriſt, with many other good and holy reaſons and argu- 
ments, which could not be better expreſſed by any one, and all which 
the people liſtened to with great attention. He then cauſed a number 
of Indian maſons to be collected, with lime, which abounded in that 
place, and had the walls cleared of blood, and new plaiſtered. He alſo 
conſtructed an altar which he hung round with rich mantles, and 
adorned with wreaths of roſes. The temple being thus purified and 
cleaned, he commanded four prieſts to cut off their hair, and chan ge their 
black garments for white ones, and entruſted them with the care of the 

altar, and he placed an old ſoldier named Juan de Torres de Cordova, 
who was lame, as a hermit to reſide in the temple. He alſo planted a 
croſs againſt a column of timber, and on the next day maſs was faid' 
there by F. Bart. de Olmedo. We likewiſe taught the natives to make 
candles of wax, and they were ene to oP them always burning. 
before the holy altar. 


” The 3 Oy of this and the neighbouring diſtricts at- 
tended at divine ſervice, and the eight ladies were at this time baptized 
and inſtructed in our holy faith. The niece of the fat cacique was 
named Donna Catalina; ſhe was as ugly as poſſible, but the general re- 
| ceived. 


( % ) 


ctived her by the hand affectionately. Puertocarrero was more fortu- 
nate; his lady was for an Indian very handſome; ſhe was the daughter 
of a great cacique named Cueſco, and was called Donna Franciſca. 
| 5 The W ee conſolidated the friendſhip between us and this people, of 
Be 2 we now took our leave, and n to Villa Rica. 1 


| On our 4187 8 we found a veſſel fron Cuba in eh baked; com- 

8 | rial by one Franciſco Saucedo, called el Pulido on account of his 

_ affeRation of finery and manners. Luis Marin a very able officer, and 
ten ſoldiers with two horſes were on board. We learned by theſe 

people that Velaſquez had received from Old Spain his authority to 

| barter and colonize. This, with his appointment to the commiſſion of 
. 3 Put his friends i in our OP" in ee e 


4 The ks of our town were W finiſhed, and many f us now 
grew anxious to pay a viſit to the great Montezuma, and expreſſed to 
Cortes our wiſh to try our fortune. Conſultations being held hereon, 
it was determined in the firſt place to ſend a deputation to his Majeſty, 

with an account of what we had done, and alſo with the gold and other 
articles of value which had been obtained, This determination was 
agreed to by Cortes, and was immediately carried into effect, and Diego 
de Ordas, and Franciſco de Montejo, two men of buſineſs, going 

through the whole of the officers and ſoldiers, and repreſenting to 

3 that, although to gr as claimed their ſhare it ſhould not be 


denied, yet it was for the general intereſt that the whole of the treafure | 
ſhould be ſent to his Majeſty, all our companions gave their con- 
: ſent, and renounced their claim to a partition. Alonzo Hernandez 
Puertocarrero, and Franciſco de Montejo were named as our agents, 
the laſt mentioned of whom Cortes had already ſecured in his own in- 
tereſt by a gift of two thouſand crowns. By theſe gentlemen Cortes 
wrote his private letters, the contents of which we never knew. The 
council alſo wrote <onjointly with thoſe of the ſoldiers who were moſt 
ſolicitous for the eſtabliſhment of the colony, and the election of Cortes 
as captain general. In this letter nothing was omitted that could ſerve 


Our 


| ( 8 ) 
our tanſe; my hand was to it with tlie reſt: and beſides theſe; 2 Jotte 
to the following u e was woritten 1 in the name of the while ara" 


41 


ane Beginning with the Sirens of reſpect due to fo gent 4 Mirae 

it ada to inform him of the events which had occurred during out 
expedition, to the period of our election of Cortes, until his MN eſty's 
pleaſure on the ſubje'hould be known; with out engagement to yield 
him a fifth of all treafure, after the deduction for his Majeſty.” Hallo 
contained ati account of our diſcovery of the two Sparmards in this 
country, and our war in Tabaſeo, until we brought thoſe people to 
ſubmiſſion to his Majeſty, and to' embrace our holy faith, of our ob- 
taining two excellent linguiſts, ' of our arrival at St. Juan de Ulua, arid 
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our interviews with the ambaſſadors of Montezuma; our ſubſequent 


march into the country, and our alliance wirbt the people here, who 


had in conſequence renounced obedience to the Mexican monarch, of 


the expedition to Cingapacinga, the conſtruction of our fortreſs, arid 


our pr 7 t determination to advance into tlie country, to the court of | 


the great Montezuma. The letter alſo gave an account of the military 
ard religious cuſtoms of the inhabitants, of the former expetitions of 


ous countrymen, and an enumeration of the various articles of treaſure 
which we ſent by our agents, and how we alſo ſent by the fame oppor- 
tunity. four natives, whom we reſeued out of the cages of Cempoal, 
where they were fattening for victims. After theſe accounts we fur- 


ther ſtated, how we were at preſent four hundred and fifty foldiers, fur- 


rounded by hoſts of enemies, and ready to lay down our lives for the 
ſervice of God, and his Majeſty, and we ſupplicated, that his Majeſty 
would be pleaſed not to beſtow the government of ſo great and rich a 


country, which deſerved to be ruled by a great prince or lord, on any 
unworthy perſon. We alſo ſlated to his Majefty our apprehenſion, 
that the Governor of Cuba might be attempted: to be put in upon-us, 
through the intereft of his patron the Biſhop of Burgos, whom he had 
attached to him by the aſſignment, of valuable eſtates in that Ifland, in 


which he failed in his duty to his Majeſty, who was by right entitled 


to * That theſe things we were bound to repreſent, and await the 
M. 


return 
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return of his gracious anſwer proſtrate on the ground; and that if the 
Biſhop of Burgos ſent any perſon over us. we ſhould ſuſpend our obe- | 
dience, until his Majeſty's pleaſure was known, and that in the mean 
time, we remained under the command of his e904 s Bachs 
en _— merits we e to the . ries eee 1. 


This art all ow up "Make Sos our ei, be 
permitted to read it, and on the peruſal he expreſſed his higheſt ſatis- 
faction thereat. The only two articles he excepted to were, the men- 
tion of his ſhare of the treaſure, and of the names of the preceding diſ- 
coverers; for it ſeems that he had in his private letter aſcribed all the 
honor and merit to himſelf. Theſe parts he deſired to 1 but 
there were not wanting thoſe who told him, that his was to 
know, not only the truth, but the whole truth. This buſineſs com- 
pleted, the letters were intruſted to our agents, with ſtrict injunctions 
by no means to touch at the Havannah, nor at the port of El Marien, 
as \ we. : wiſhed to r the affair from t the; oy of: TOO 


Aſter wad on the e oY of Jubyi 1519 our agents failed, 
and arrived ſafely at the Havannah, in direct oppoſition to our inſtrue- 
tions, for, Puertocarrero being ſick, Montejo compelled the pilot Ala- 
minos into his views, on the pretence of getting proviſions from his 
eſtate at El Marien. As ſoon as the ſhip caſt anchor, Montejo ſent a 
ſailor on ſhore with letters and advices to the Governor Velaſquez, and 
this man as he went through the Ifland FORE t news dag all 4 
had happened 1 in the wy under Cortes. £1 h 


Velaf quez on receiving the ak conmitwifiicated by Monte) o, 
as is ſaid, heartily curſed Cortes, his ſecretary, and the contador, by 
whoſe advice he had choſen him. He immediately ſent two veſſels 
armed in ſearch of our ſhip; of which the unwelcome intelligence was 

ſoon received, that ſhe was by that time conſiderably advanced towards 
Europe; and with this news his veſſels returned to St. Jago, making 
Velaſquez more diſconſolate than ever. He lodged a complaint before 

| | If ” as 
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the Biſhop of Burgos, and the court of royal audience in St. Domingo, 
but the reverend fathers ſent him back an anſwer highly favorable to 
us, whoſe ſervices they were by this time made acquainted with. This 
anſwer; which was brought by a licentiate named Zuazo, or arrived about 
the ſame time with him, vexed the governor ſo much, that from being 
very fat, he grew quite lean. He now made the utmoſt exertions to 
collect a powerful armament in order to overwhelm us, on which buſi- 
neſs he went in perſon, and by the fury and determination he exhibited, 
he induced moſt of the ſettlers of Cuba to take part in the expedition, and 


prepared a fleet of — fa n and finall, under the nnn of | 


weapons * en 


"Ons! 8 n the n of  Bahaina, nbd the hes moni of 


er the firſt pilot who ever navigated through it, proceeded: to 


the Iſlands of Terceras, and from thence to Seville; and in a few days ar- 
rived at the court, which was then at Valladelid ; the Biſhop of Burgos 
being preſident of the royal council of the Indies. Our agents went to 
wait on him in great ſpirits, expecting a gracious reception, but having 
preſented their letters and requeſted a ſpeedy tranſmiſſion of them and 
their preſent, to his Majeſty, who was then in Flanders, the biſhop 
returned a. very repulſive and haughty anſwer, ſaying, that he would 
make his own repreſentations of our conduct, in having thrown off our 
obedience to the governor of Cuba. The arrival of Benito Martinez 


the chaplain of Velaſquez at this time, contributed much to ſet our 


affairs in an unfavorable ſituation, and the biſhop. in conſequence of a 


remonſtrance which was made. to him by A. H. Puertocarrero, one of 
thoſe employed by us, and a cavalier of rank, cauſed him to be thrown. ö 


into priſon, on a pretended miſdemeanor, in carrying away with him 
to the Indies a woman of Medellin, named Maria Rodriquez. - All 
this it was neceſſary, according to the dictates of prudence, to keep 
n n until the proper time and place. 


| The i now wrote to his Majeſty, b the *** 
tions in the moſt favorable light for Velaſquez, and the moſt oppolite 
M 2 one 
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one for-us; and entirely ſuppreſſed all mention of our letters, or preſents,” | 


of which he appropriated a great part to his own uſe. Our agents then, 
in concert with Martin Cortes father to the general, and the licentiate 
Nuntz, relator of his Majeſty's. royal council and a near relation to: 
Cortes, with the conntenance of - fome noblemen their friends, and 
others who were jealous of the haughty manners of the biſhop, reſolved: 


ta ſend the duplicates of our letters to his Majeſty, and 3 
complaining of the partiality of this prelate. It uus the will of God 


that the ſaid accounts ſhould reach his Majeſty's hands, and that he 
ſhould be well pleaſed with them, infomuch that, for many days, no- 


thing was talked of but the ſervices of Cortes, and us his ſoldiers.. 


The Emperor was ever after diſſatisfied with the Biſhop of Burgos for 
the part he had acted. When he heard the turn our affairs had taken 
at court he was more furious againſt Cortes and the reſt of us than ever, 
but it was the will of God that by the time two years more bad elapſed, 
his courage ſhould be cooled, for he: was cenſured, while we continued 
to be held in eſtimation as loyal ſubjects to his Majeſty, and the Em- 
peror was pleaſed to ſay, that he would ſhortly come to Caltlle, and: 


there attend to our memorials, and. reward our r eise. 


In four days after the departure af; our ey a Pros was forms 


| 8 certain perſons Who were enemies to Cortes on various accounts, ſuch. 


as the return to Cuba being precluded to them, and their being deprived 
of a ſhare of the gold. Amongſt theſe conſpirators were one Eſcudero, 
and one Cermeno, Gonzalo de Umbria a pilot, Bernaldino de Coria, a 
clergyman named Juan Diaz, and certain ſailors who had becn whipped: 
in Cozumel. It was determined amongſt them to ſeize a veſſel and fail 
for Cuba, there to give information to Velaſquez of the departure of 
our agents, and this plan was ſugg wo ſome perſons of conſequence. 
Their ſcheme was fruſtrated a few e they were to have failed, 
by the repentance and diſcovery of De Coria, who revealed it to Cortes. 
They were in conſequence ſeized, and bein g examined confeſſed the 
whole, and accuſed ſeveral others; but of theſe no farther notice was 
taken. The — were all condemned except the prieft, whoſe 


orders 


RRV 


Hrotected him, but he got a great fright,  Efewdero and Cer- 
meno were hinged, the pilet'Umibria had his feet cut off, and each of 
the far ant received two hündred laſhes:/ I remember when Cortes 

" ratifying t this ſetitence; he gave à deep ſigh and exclaimed, © How 
we. Hay 46 he who is not able to write, and is thereby prevented from 
«« figning the death warrants of men.“ It ſeems to me that this ex- 
Preſſion is very frequently affected amongſt judges, and that it was bor- 
rowed from the cruet Nero at the time he counterfeited the appearance 
of being a good” emperor. As foon as the ſentences were executed, | 
Cortes poſted'off at full ſpeed to Cempoal, commanding two hundred 
foldiers, and all the cavalry, as allo: a hw ras VER was out under 
n to follow him. . 


In the Wen which we held at Crrapail upon our intended 
expedition to Mexico, the friends of Cortes advifed him to deſtroy the 
fleet, in order to prevent attempts fimilar to that related in the laſt 
chapter, and alſo to obtain fo confiderable a reinforeement as the whole 
body of mariners, who amounted to above a hundred. It appeared to 
me that Cortes had already determined this in his own mind, but he 
preferred that it ſhould' come as an application from us, in order that if 
damages were ſued for on account of the loſs incurred, we ſhould be all 
reſponſſble as himſelf. Cortes therefore ordered his friend Juan de Eſ- 
calante who bore a bitter enmity to Velaſquez on account of not being 
given a good diftrict in Cuba, to diſmantle the ſhips, and then fink 
them, retaining only the boats for the purpoſe of fiſhing. Efcalante 
executed this . and returned to Cempoal with a company formed 
of the mariners, many of whom turned out very good ſoldiers. Cortes 
now ſummoned the chiefs of theſe people who had renounced their 
allegiance to Montezuma, and en Joined them to render all ſervices in 
their power to the party he left in Villa Rica, and to aſſiſt them in 
completing the town. Then taking Eſcalante by the hand he ſaid, 
* 'This is my brother: obey him in whatever he deſires you to do, and 
«ip you require aff) ſtance or Protection againſt your enemies, recur to 
881 * him, and he will give it to you.” This the caciques all promiſed 
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belongs to him, and 8 it to another. 
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to perform, and I recollect they immediately hereupon U much 
againſt his will and endeavours, to fumigate Eſcalante with their in- 
cenſe. This officer Was placed here in order to repel any atte pts 
Which might be made by Velaſquez, as he was thoroughly attached to 
the intereſt of Cortes. Gomara here aſſerts that Cortes dared not pub- 
liſh to the ſoldiers his intention of marching to Mexico. I beg to be 
informed what is the diſpoſition of a Spaniard? Or when j it ever hap- 
pened that he was not ready- to march. rward ?- He alſo errs where he 
ſays Pedro de Ircio remained commandant in Vera Cruz. I ſay again 
that Juan de Eſcalante was captain, and alſo alguazil major. Pedro de 


Ircio was not fit to be a corporal, nor is it Juſt to take eng one what 
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After having e the friend but not 3 
as Gomara aſſerts, being one morning aſſembled after maſs, and con- 
verſing on military affairs with Cortes, he deſired our attention, and 
addreſſed us, ſaying, We now knew the buſineſs which was before 
„us; that with the aid of our Lord we ſhould conquer, and ĩt Was 
« neceſſary to do ſo, for in caſe of a defeat there was no eſcape ; nor 


had we any ſupport but in our valour, and the mercy of God.” - To 


this he added many compariſons of our ſituation with thoſe drawn from 
the hiſtory of the ancient Romans. We one and all replied, That we 
were prepared to obey him; that the lot was now caſt, let fortune 
© take what turn ſhe would, as Czar faid in paſſing the Rubicon, for 
that all our ſervices were devoted to God and his Majeſty.” Cortes 
then addreſſed us again in a very eloquent and impreſſive ſpeech, which 
having concluded, he called for the fat cacique, and having informed 
him of our determination, he injoined him to take care of our church, 
god. holy croſs. 


When we were juſt 8 to W a en 3 with a letter 


to Cortes from Juan de Eſcalante, whereby he was informed that a 
ſtrange ſhip was :then at anchor in a river three leagues diſtant 2 


Villa Rica, and that he could not obtain any anſwer to his fi 
— 
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Bonn en board. Upon this, Cortes appointed Alvarado, and San- 
doval who already began to ſhew himſelf the officer he afterwards was, 
to take the command of the army in his abſence ; 3 (Avila being paſſed 
by. and Sandoval preferred on this occaſion, firſt cauſed a certain jea- 
louſy on the part of the former) de then ſet out with four of the ca- 


valry to Villa Rica, ordering thirty of the lighteſt infantry to follow him | 


_ "RY : ppg AY e there W e 
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When u we . at Villa Ria, Efotane "allied 0 Celan to go 


̃ with twenty men to the veſſel, leſt ſhe ſhould make her eſcape, and that 


Cortes might take fome repoſe; but Cortes replied, that he could not 
think of that, for: A lame goat took no afternoon's nap.” Accord- 
ingly, without cating a morſe}, we proceeded along the coaſt, and on 
our road fell in with four Spaniards, who were ſent to take poſſeſſion of 


the country, by Captain Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda. One of theſe, 
who was named Guillen de la Loa, was a notary, and the reſt attended 
him as witneſſes. Cortes having queſtioned theſe men as to what 


brought them there they replied, that Franciſco de Garay, governor of 
Jamaica, had obtained from the court, a commiſſion of adelantado and 


governor of ſuch diſtricts as he ſhould diſcover on that coaſt, northward, 
from the river of St. Peter and St. Paul, by virtue of which, he had 
| ſent three ſhips, with two hundred and ſeventy foldiers, under the 
captain already named, who was then in the river Panuco. Cortes 


treated them with much kindneſs, and aſked them if they thou ght that 


we could get poſſeſſion of their ſhip; to which Guillen de la Loa re- 


; Plied that they would do their utmoſt to aſſiſt us, but no figns nor in- 


vitations that they made could induce thoſe on board to approach, and 
we were told by them that their captain was aware of our being on the 
coaſt, and they ſuppoſed, when the boat did not come off, that we had 
been diſcovered. Cortes now bethought himſelf of a ſtratagem, and it 
was this; he dreſſed four of his foldiers in the clothes of theſe men, 
and left them there upon the ſpot, tracing back the way that he had 
come along the ſhore, ſo that we might be obſerved from the ſhip. 


Thus we proceeded, until we were out of fight of it, when we ſtruck 


into 
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into the woods and made a Ka eh back, reaching abeut milniglit 
the rivulet where we had left our four companians. Fuente | 
ourſelves, and early in the morrüng our ſoldiers who. were in diſguiſe 
went davrn upon the ſhore, and made ſigns ta thoſe an | board the veſſel, 
in conſequence of which a op put off with ſox-faitors, tywo:of: whom. 
landed with cafks for water. Our ſour men pretended that they: were 
waſhing their hands, and blding down: their: faces:.endeavwourcd to 
avoid being obſerved, but thoſe in the boat calling to them, one of ours 
replied, deſiring them to come on ſhore. The firange voice gave an 
alarm, and ſuſpecting a trick they made off: we uere going to fire 
upon them, but Cartes would not let us. Thus we obtained fix men, 


and returned ta Villa Rica, without ien eaten a basel e us: 
entire * and x day. 755587 17 5 
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Peng now. Fe” to procced t to 1 3 our c allies of 2 | 
propoſed to us to march by the province of Tlaſcala, the people of 
which were their friends, and bitter enemies to the Mexicans 125 In 
compliance with our xcquiſition, fifty of their principal warriors at- 
tended. us, and alſo two hundred men to draw our guns, and thus we 
ſet out from Cempoal, in the month of Auguſt 15 19, our army in 
Meade cen, pg Tacke of Te and light e in front. 5 


174 


3 Our fit day? 8 85 a was to a town es Kos: and he ſecond 
was ; to Socochima, a place of difficult approach, abounding with vines. 
The people here were harangued through e our interpreters, who informed 
hem that we were vaſſals of the Emperor Don Carlos, who had ſent 
us to put a ſtop to human ſacrifices, and other abuſes. They alſo ex- 
plained to them many things concerning our religion, and as theſe 
people were allies of Cempoal and independent of Montezuma, we 
found them very well diſpoſed to us. We here erected a croſs, ex- 
plaining what it ſignified, and that it ſhould be held in yeneration. 
Proceeding from this place, by a paſs among lofty mountains, we ar- 
rived at another named Texutla, the people of which we found equally 
well diſpoſed to us, and they alſo paid no tribute to the Mexican 
monarch, Continuing our march through deſert mountains, we that 
night experienced great cold and ſtorms of hail. On the next day we 
reached another paſs, whete were ſome houſes and large temples, with 
great piles of wood for the ſervice of the idols. "Proviſions were ſcarce 


with us for theſe two > days, and we now approached the territory of 
N Mexico, 
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Mexico, at a place called CS aig rr ate forwards to inform the 


= KEY 7: 4 4 A & * . , | 
- dees chat v we had entered into a new N 


for the temples were very lofty. and together with the terraced dwel- 


lings, and the houſe of the cacique, being Plaiſtered and whitewaſhed, 
appeared very well, and reſembled | ſome of our towns in Spain. We 


named this place Cafte} Blanco. 'In- conſequence of our meſſage, the 
chief, and other principal perſons of the town came out to meet us, and 


took us to our quarters, where they gave us paltry and cold entertain- 
ment. After ſupper Cortes made' enquiry relative to the military power 


of Montezuma. Ie was informed, how that monarch had under him 


great armies, and that tlie city of Mexico was of uncommon ſtrength, 

being founded in the water, and no paſſage from one houſe to another 
except by bridges or boats; that each houſe was terraced,” and only re- 
quired a parapet to be converted into a fartreſs } that the entrance tõ the 
city was by three cauſeways, in each of which were four or five aper- 
tures for the paſſage of the waters, and that on each of theſe apertures 
was a bridge of wood, which being raiſed, precluded the entrance into 
Mexico. We were alſo informed of the great wealth of Montezuma, 
in gold, filver, and jewels, the hearing of which filled us with aſtoniſh- 

ment, and ſuch is the nature of Spaniſh ſoldiers, that we were anxious 


to try our fortunes, although the accounts we had been given, made 


our hopes appear almoſt viſionary; and truly we found Mexico ſtronger 
than what it was now deſcribed to us. The cacique launched out alſo 
in the praiſes of his great lord, Montezuma, ſaying, that he ruled 
where ever it was his will to do ſo, and that he was apprehenſive of 
his diſſatis faction at our r being entertained in that place, without his 

licence. To all this Cortes replied faying, ** That we came from a 

« diſtant country, by the orders of our ſovereign, to warn the great 
Montezuma to deſiſt from human facrifices, and all outrages either 
upon his own vaſſals, or his neighbours, and 10 requirr from him 
oh ſubmiſſion 1 to our monarch. And, added Cortes, I now require 


you all who hear me, to renounce your human facrifices, cannibal 
| <« feaſts, 


db 
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« feaſts, and other aothinable _ for ſuch is the en of 
« our Lori God, whom we adore and believe, who gives us life and . 
death, and who is to raiſe us up to heaven.“ All this the natives 
heard with a profound ſilence, and Cortes then turning to the foldiers, 
propoſed to them immediately to plant the holy croſs; but the Rev. 
Father Olmedo objected, upon the grounds of the ill will and i igno- 
rance of the people, which might induce them to commit ſome outrage 


or indignity againſt that” holy ſymbol ; he therefore recommended that 
5 it ould. be deferred until a better be radi WY EN 


— 


We bd with us a very ling do g. the property of Franci 100 d 
Lass which during the night uſed to bark, a thing that greatly ſur- 
priſed the natives, who aſked our allies if that fierce animal was a lion 
or tyger which we brought to kill them ; they anſwered that he fell on, 
and tore to pieces any who offended us ; they alſo told them that our 
guns ſent forth ſtones, which killed our enemies as we pleaſed to direct 
them, and that our horſes caught whoever we purſued : : to which the 
others replied, that with ſuch powers we were really Teules. Our 
allies alſo warned them to take ſpecial care, for that we knew their moſt | 
ſecret thoughts, and adviſed them to conciliate us by a preſent. Shortly 
after we received from them ſome gold in different articles but very 
much debaſed, four Indian women to make bread, and a Gal a mantles. 


jeqbnber a Particular dumme of this place. Near wn 
temples. were laid numbers of human ſkeletons, fo arranged that they 
could be counted with eaſe and certainty ; I am convinced from my own 
obſervation that there were above a hundred thouſand ; I repeat it, T am 


ſure there were more than a hundred thouſand. In another part of the 


ſquare, human bones were heaped up in ſuch quantities that they could 
not be counted. Numbers of ſkulls were alſo ſuſpended from beams, 
and all theſe were watched by three prieſts. The fame thing was ſeen 
every where i in ſome degree, as we FE pallet through this country and that 
of Tlaſcala. 92 


a The 
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The cacique of the place where we were; being aſked bs us relative 
$I 9 — — road to Mexico, recommended that by Cholula ; but our allies 
| ſtrongly adviſed us againſt going that way, on account of the treacherous 


diſpoſition « of the pcople, and that the town had always a Mexican gar- 
riſon in it. Cortes demanding twenty of the principal perſons to attend 


him from this place, we now quitted it in order to go to Tlaſcala, by 


advice of our allies, who promiſed us. every advanta ge from that nation, 
and we proceeded thither, ſending meſſengers before us with a letter 
and alſo a preſent of a crimſon velvet cap. I muſt obſerve that although 
our letters were not legible to theſe people, they knew that ſuch a thing 
was as it were an authority, or ſanction of the meſſage that was to be 
delivered, and of the office of Shak * Wen it, and as ſuch ir Was 
ens PM all occaſions, 47 | | 
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the country. of Xalacingo, and from thence ſent two of our allies, with 


the letter, to Tlaſcala. At this place ye received intelligence, that the 
whole nation was already. in arms againſt us, on the ſuppoſition, from 
the number of perſons who attended us, of thoſe nations which were 
ſubject to Montezuma, that we were in alliance with the Mexican 
power, whoſe inveterate enemies they were. Hlaving ſufpicion of 
treachery from the Mexicans by theſe appearances, they inſtantly on 
their arrival ſeized our meſſengers, whoſe return we impatiently waited 
for during two days, which Cortes employed in exertions for the con- 
verſion af the Indians to our holy church, by his advice and exhorta- 
tions. He alfo demanded the attendance of twenty principal inhabi- 
tants, who readily joined him, and we at the expiration of that time 
continued our march, during which we met the meſſengers whom we 
had ſent to Tlaſcala, and who had made their Scape, ing to the 
negligence or connivance hs their guards. 


Theſe Indians hat not 1 W * the terror into high 
they were put by what they had ſeen and heard, for the people of 
Tlaſcala vowed deſtruction to us, and all our adherents. The ſtandard 

f Was 
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was, now advanced to the front, and we all faid, 6 If it maſt be fh 
forward in God's name. Our general then inſtructed the cavalry 
how to charge by threes in front, not halting to give thruſts with their 
lances, but poirting them at the height of the face; and he taught 
them how, if the enemy ſeized the lance, to wreſt it out of their hands 


by the action of the en and TOO the butt-end of the lance under 
the arm. | 


/ 


Having advanced about two levgwcs, we arrived at a 1580 of forti- 
| benlian built of lime and ſtone, and ſome cement of fo ſtrong a nature 


that nothing but tools of iron could have any effect on it. It was alſo 
extremely well conſtructed for defence. We halted to examine = 
work, which the people informed us was built by the Tlaſcalans, 
whole territory it ſtood, as a defence againſt the incurſions of the Mexi- 
cans, Aſter pauſing ſome: time in ſerious contemplation of this object, 
Cortes ardered us to march on, ſaying, Gentlemen follow your ſtan- 
*« dard the holy croſs, wherewith we ſhall conquer;” to which we 

one and all replied n we were me” for God was our true: 
45 ng pon 55 MY 


Aſter we Fey apps; ime: diſtance, our TA 8 hw 
bun thirty of the enemy, ſent out to obſerve us. Cortes ordered ſome 
of the cavalry to endeavour to take them priſoners, while we advanced 

at a quick ſtep to ſupport the advanced party. Our cavalry attacked 
them, but the enemy defended themſelves ſo well with their ſwords, 
wounding the horſes ſeverely, that our people were obliged to kill five,. 
it being impoſſible to make them prifoners. A body of three thouſand 
warriors which had been placed in ambuſcade now fallied out with 
great fury, and began to ſhoot at the cavalry, who were aſſembled in a 
body; but as we at this time brought aur artillery and muſketry to bear 
upon them, they were after a time compelled to fall back, though re- 
gularly. and fighting during their retreat. They left ſeventeen dead on 
the field, and one of aur ſoldiers died a few days after of his wounds. 
P Evening was now drawing on, and we did not follow them, but pur- 
fuing 


(9 


(9%) 


faing our march, quitted the hills for a flat country thickly: ſet with 
farm houſes, in fields of maize and the maguey plant. We: halted: for 
the night near à brook, and drefled our wounds with the greaſe we 
took out of a fat Indian who was left on the field; andvalthough the 
people had removed all their effects and proviſions, their dogs, which 


we caught when they returned 46, their: habitations at e e 
us a very N ſupper. 
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On the enſuing day. after ne neventnteainds — to our 
God, wie marched out to meet the enemy. Both cavalfy and infantry 
had been duly prepared with inſtructions how to act in the attack, the 
former to charge, and then clear themſelves of the enemy, che latter not 
to ſuffer their ranks to be broken. Froceeding on our march, we 
ſhortly met two bodies of Tlaſcalan warriors amounting to about ſix 
thouſand in number, who attacked us valiantly with their miſſile 
weapons, ſhouting, and ſounding their inſtruments. Cortes ordered a 
halt, and ſent to them three Indians whom we. had made priſoners on | 
the preceding day, directing them to require of their countrymen a 

peaceable and amicable intercourſe with us, who wiſhed to conſider 
them as brothers, and this notice and invitation he deſired Diego de 
Godoy a royal notary to witneſs officially. As ſoon as our meſſage was 
delivered, they attacked us more violently than before, inſomuch that it 
was impoſſible to endure it any longer, and Cortes therefore cried out, 
„St. Jago, and at them.” We accordingly attacked, and made a con- 
ſiderable ſlaughter of them by the firſt eee of our ge“ killing, | 
amongſt others, three of their chiefs. : - 221 


* + » , 
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Rr | Ten now ee vids dan Wen W! WA the whole 
ts f 
army of Xicotenga the general in chief, amounting to upwards of forty ' 
f thouſand men, was. poſted under cover. In this ground the cavalry 
| could not act, and we were forced to paſs it as well as we could in a 


compact column, much annoyed by the enemy, who ſtarted up, and 
taking the due diſtance, availed themſelves of the expertneſs of their 
'M archers. ' Theſe troops were all clad, and bore devices of white and red, 
* 2 which 
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; which was the uniform of their general. Thoſe who were armed with 
lances cloſed upon us while we were embarraſſed in the broken ground, 
but as ſoon as we arrived on the plain with our cavalry and artillery, we 
made them ſmart. for it. Notwithſtanding this they cloſed upon us on 
ery fide, inſomuch that we could not venture to move, and we were 
in the greateſt danger but that the hand of God aſſiſted us. Whilſt 
we were engaged as I have already related, a number of the ſtouteſt of 
thoſe warriors who curied the tremendous two-handed ſwords, aſſo- 
ciated themſelves in order to ſeize one of our horſes ; accordingly, as 
Pedro de Moron, an exceeding. good Horſeman, was charging amongſt 
them in company. with three more, theſe warriors firſt ſeized his lance, 
and then wounding him dangerouſly, one of them with a blow of a 
two-handed ſword, cut through the neck of the mare he rode, ſo that 
ſhe fell inſtantly dead, and Moron was brought off with the greateſt 
difficulty ; for it was utterly out of the power of us who formed the 
_ battalion to quit it, from fear that the enemy ſhould break into us com- 
pletely. However on this occaſion we ſucceeded in reſcuing him out of 
the hands of the enemy, and we alſo cut the girths and brought off the 
ſaddle, but in ſo doing we had ten of our number wounded, and I be- 
lieve that we then killed ten chiefs of the enemy, for we were fairly 
engaged with them foot to foot, and we uſed our ſwords to ſuch effect 
that they began to retire, taking with them the body of the mare, 
which they cut in pieces, and ſent all through the diſtricts of Tlaſcala. 
This mare was the property of Juan Sedeno, who was at that time ill of 
three wounds which he had received on the preceding day Moron died 
of his wounds, at leaſt I do not recollect having ever ſeen him after- 
wards. After being engaged with the enemy for above an hour, 
during which the artillery made great havoc in their thick and nu- 
merous bodies, all of us alſo fighting as we were compelled td do for 
our lives and his Majeſty's ſervice, they drew off regularly, and left the 
field to us, who were too much fatigued to follow them, We there- 
fore remained in the next village, for that country was thickly inha- 
bited, and R had ſubterraneous dwellings, in which numbers of 
people 
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people lived. Then name of this place is Tehuncingo, ot Tetnacacings, | 
_ the bande was sene e e . 
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of oe principal chiefs being amongft the number. As ſoon as ut] 


found ourſelves clear of them we r chanks to God for his mercy," 

and entering a ſtrong and ſpacious temple, we dreſſed our wounds with 
the fat of Indians. Of fifteen wounded men, only one died. We ob- 
tained a plentiful ſupper of the fowls and dogs which we found in the 
village, and reſted for the night under the protection of ſtrong guards. 
In this and all other battles, as ſoon as we wounded ati enemy he was' 
immediately carried off by his companions, ſo that we never could aſ- 


certain the number of the dead. Liften of 1 were e made e prifoners 
by us, ah whom two were chiefs. KL TR 


FS the bigs ſuffered i in > this lat battle bee for 0 7 

which was employed in repairing our croſs-bows, and making arrows. 
On the next, Cortes, not to give the enemy time to arrange new attacks, 

ſent out as many of the ſoldiers as were fit for ſervice, to ſcour the 
country, which is there very flat and well adapted for cavalry. Ac- 
cordingly, ſeven of the cavalry, and two hundred infantry, attended 
by our allies, went out, and made priſoners twenty men and women, 
but without any harm whatever being done by the Spaniards. « +. 
ſame cannot be ſaid of our allies, who being cruel, made great deſtruc- 


tion, and returned loaded with fowls and dogs. As ſoon as we returned 


Cortes releaſed the priſoners, and having given them food, and treated 
them kindly, he expoſtulated with them upon their madneſs in at- 


tempting to reſiſt us. He alſo at this time releaſed two of the chiefs 
whom we had taken in the late battle, and ſent them with a letter, and' 


to inform their countrymen, that we only required an unmoleſted paſ- 


ſage to Mexico. Theſe chiefs waited upon their General Xicotenga, 
who was poſted with his army at the diſtance of two leagues, at a place 
named to the beſt of my recollection Tehuacinpacingo, and delivering 
the meſſage with which they were intruſted, the reply of Xicotenga 


was, 


; 
| 


„ Was, «iowa; er e cb lan: town of Tlaſcala, where peace 


« ſhould be made with us by devouring our bodies, and offering our 
„ hearts and blood to their gods; and that on the next morning, he 
would give us his anſwerin perſon.” This language, after what we 
had experienced, it muſt be confefſed ſounded moſt terribly in our ears. 
Cortes however did not ſuffer his àpprehenſions to appear, and treated 
the meſſengers even more kindly than before, in order to induce them 
to go again. He then enquired relative to the power of Xicotenga add 
the nature of his command. They informed him, that the army now 
aſſembled conſiſted of the quotas brought by five chiefs, each of which 
was ten thouſand men. Theſe chiefs were, Xicotenga the elder, father 
_ of the general, Maxicatzin, Chichimecatecle, Tecapaneca | cacique of ö 
| Topeyanco, and a cacique named Guaxobcin. Thus fifty thouſand 
warriors were now ranged under the hanner of Xicotenga, which was, 
a white bird with the wings ſpread reſembling an oftrich. Each divi- 
fion of the troops had alfo its own marks of diſtinction: this we found 
to be the caſe, and that each cacique bore them in the manner of our 
nobility in Caſtille, although when we were firſt informed of it by our 
priſoners we diſbelieved it. When all this was communicated to us, 
being but mortals, and like all others fearing death, we prepared for 
battle by confefling to our reverend fathers, who were occu Pied during 
| the . night 1 in that wy office, 


On the fifth of September 1519, having brought out our whole 

force not excepting the wounded, the croſs-bowmen and muſketeers 
being directed to fire alternately, ſo that there ſhould always be ſome of 
each loaded, the ſoldiers with ſword and buckler being ordered to uſe - 
the points, paſſing them clear through the bodies of their opponents, 
and the cavalry being inſtructed to keep their ranks, and charge at half 
ſpeed, pointing their lances at the eyes of the enemy, and riding through 
them without halting to give thruſts, with our colours flying, and four | | 
of our companions as a guard upon them, we ſet out upon our march. | 
'We had not proceeded half a quarter of a league, when we ſaw the 
troops of the — covering the plains. Each body diſplayed its re- 
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ſpective device, and they advanced, ſounding all · their warlike einm. 
ments. 


Much mi night 5 written on the ſubject of this great, 3 Jang: 
doubtf ul battle, where four hundred men ſtood oppoſed to hoſts, which 
ſurrounding them from all parts, filled theſe plains, extending in every 
direction for the ſpace of two leagues. Many of our ſmall number 
were ſick and wounded, and we knew that the enemy came upon us in 
a determination to ſweep us from the earth, and facrifice us to their 
idols. Their firſt diſcharges of arrows, ſtones, and two-headed darts 
which pierce any armour, and through the body where unprotected, 
covered the ground; and they continued advancing until they cloſed 
upon, and attacked us with their lances, and two-handed ſwords, 
fighting foot to foot, and encouraging each other by their cries and 
| ſhouts. Our artillery, muſketry, and croſs-bows played on them, and 
the home thruſts our infantry made with their ſwords, prevented their 
cloſing upon us as much as they had done on the former occaſion. Our 
cavalry alſo charged with ſuch effect, that, next to God, it was to 
them we owed the victory. At one period I ſaw our battalion com- 
pletely broken, nor could all the exertions of Cortes for a time rally it, 
ſuch was the preſſure of the enemy upon us. By the ſole effect of our 
ſwords, however, we at length forced them off from us, and were then 
enabled to cloſe and form. One circumſtance that preſerved us was the 
thickneſs of the enemy, whereby full play was given to our artillery. 
Another was, that they did not know how to bring up their forces 
upon us without conf uſion, and ſome of the diviſions could not come 
to the attack at all. The one compoſed of the warriors of Guaxocingo, 
was prevented from engaging by Chichimecatecle, whom Xicotenga, 
the commander in chief, had provoked by ſome inſulting obſervation 
relative to the preceding battle. This circumſtance we were informed 
of afterwards. They were alſo apprehenſive by experience of our ca- 
valry, our cannon, and other arms ; but above all was the great mercy 
of God, who gave us force to ſuſtain their attacks. Two diviſions as 1 
Save obſerved ſtood aloof, from dif] guſt at what Xicotenga had ſaid 


7 . relative 
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ive to Ahe conduct af the ſon of Chichimecatecle on the . oc- 
thi being obſerved by the others, ſlackened their ardour, and | 
the loſs of one of their greateſt chiefs killed, at length cauſed them to 
draw off their forces and retire, purſued by our cavalry, though but for 
a very little diſtance, owing to their exceſſive fatigue. Thus being 
again maſters of the field, we returned our thanks to God for his mercy. 


One of our ſoldiers was killed, above ſeventy and all the horſes were 
wounded... I received two. wounds,'.one by a ſtone, the other by an 
arrow ;. but they were not ſuch as to prevent my doing uy} indeed if 


wounds — eee us, few word . been fit for it. 


We now cetuined/1 to our poſt, having buried. « our . in 


one gf the ſubterraneous dwellings already mentioned, filling and level- 


ling it, that our loſs ſhould not be perceived by the enemy. How 


wretched and comfortleſs was our ſituation after our hardſhips and 
dangers! We could not procyre cven oil and falt; 3 and the cuttin g wind 
55 1 Sierra Nevacs, made us ſhiver again. | 


Dis. now FR thats of his priſoners : DN with thoſe who 


had carried the former meſſage, to repeat his demand of a free paſſage 
to Mexico, with threats of deſtruction in caſe it was refuſed. When 


our meſſengers arrived at Tlaſcala, they found the chiefs of that nation 


much diſguſted with their misfortunes and loſſes ; ſtill they heard our 


propoſals with a very unwilling ear, and ſent for their prieſts, , and cer- 
tain wizards who. divine and foretell by caſting lots, in order to learn 
from them, if we were vincible, and which were the moſt likely means 


of ſucceeding againſt us ; alſo, if we were ſupernatural beings, and what - 


our food conſiſted of. It ſeems their wizards informed them, that we 


were human beings, and ſubſiſted as ſuch, not cating the hearts of thoſe 


we killed, as they had been told, and that though invigcible by day. 
we were to be. conquered by night, for that all our force was derived 
from the preſence of the ſun. This being believed, orders were imme- 
diately ſent to their General Xicotenga to make an attack upon us during 
the ni ght. Accordingly, he marched againſt us with a force of ten 
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thouſand" warriors, who attacked our poſt in three different bodies, but 
our out parties had kept too good a Ibok out to be furpriſed, and a m- 
ment was ſufficient: to- put us under arms. They therefore met with 
ſuehꝭ a reception as ſoon cauſed them to turn their backs, being. as it 
was moonlight, purſued by our cavalry with a conſiderable loſs; and 
they returned to their poſt Heartihy fick of a nocturnal attack. I have; 
heard it ſaid; that finding themfelves deceived: by: their prieſts: and. 
wizards, they in revenge faerifived. two of them. We had but one of 
our allies killed; and two Spaniards wounded in this action, and we: 
made four priſoners; but on the enſuing day. when we: came to-loak: 
into the ſituation of our army, it was far from conſolatory ; we were 
dreadfully harraſſed, had loſt above fifty-five ſoldiers: by battle, fickneſs, 
and ſeverity; of weather, and had feveral fick; our general was ill of a 
fever, as was our Rev. Father Olmed, and the expectation of reaching 
Mexico was now conſidered as a viſienary idea, after Ons: we > Ha: ex- 
perienced of the * TR” r RET 1003 $4 


We had however in our army many e equally wiſe in 
council as they were brave in the field, with whom. Cortes never omitted 
conſulting on important occaſions, notwithſtanding Gomam ſays: that 

Cortes did this and that, as if he was the ſole actor, infomuch that 
even if he had been made of iron, he could not have executed all which 
that hiſtorian aſcribes to him. Let it ſuffice that he did in every reſpect 
like a good captain which he was, and this I ſay, that in addition to 
li his other mercies God was pleaſed to give us wiſdom to counſel and 
1 adviſe Cortes, upon all important oceaſions, for the beft, as the. reſult 
* proved. But to have done with praiſes, we waited on Cortas, and re- 
*s ; preſented to him the favors which heaven had ſhewn to us, and how 
evidently they pointed out that we were reſerved for ſome great end, 
and now we adviſed him to releaſe his priſoners, and by them, to make 
a ſecond offer of amity to theſe people. Donna Marina, whoſe ſpirit 
ſupported her in all dangers, and when ſhe: knew that we were upon 
the brink: of deſtruction, and were in momentary apprehenſion: of being 
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thoſe wo ſent}; that! it was our determination, if their eountrymen did 
not immediately treat, to- marelr againſt and defiroy them and their 
teu * this refohuts meſſage ad went once: more to Wa 
AW Qs 

ideen n ed at Thaſeala; waited on the cf. 
the principalcof them bearing in one Hand our letter, and in the other a 
dart. It. was the wilb of heaven that the Tlaſealans ſhould be now in- 
clinad twentey into terms ef accommodation.” The two chiefs named 
Maaicatzin, and Xieotenga the elder, immediately ſent to invite the 
reſtʒ am: alſo the eacique of Guaxoeingo their ally, and being all aſ- 
ſembled, they repveſented to · them; that their attacks had been ineffectual 
on us, and deſtructive to them, and that we were in hoſtility to their 
immternte enemies the Mexicans, who had made war on them for up- 
wards ef a hundred years, by which they were now deprived of ſalt and 
anton. They therefore: propoſed; that their nation ſhoultf accept our 
alliance,. and that, in order to perpetuate! ie, the daughters of their firft 
families ſhould: be offered to us as wives. To thefe- propoſals they all 
agreed}, andi ſont notice thereof ta their general. This ehief was highly 
ofſendedb at it, and inſiſted en making! another night attack upon us. 
The oouncib of Tlaſeala being informed of this, ſert orders to · fuperſede 
hum, but the captains and warriors refuſed to obey, and in conſequence 
of: his violent conduct, four of their prineipal arid: moſt venerable chiefs; 
whwu were appointed to wait on; and invite us to their town; were in- 
mid b RE roms wy their miſſion- | 


l 


| Hiving ens tee days withous daing- any thing, we now pro- 
poſed to Cortes to march to a place called Zumpacingo, the chief town 
of the diſtriẽt, the people of which had been ſummonect, but had treated 
our meſſage with negle&t. Accordingly; carly in the morning we ſet 
out, under the command of Cortes who was not yet quite recovered. 
The morning was extremely cold, the wind affecting two of our horſes 
ſo much that we were afraid they would have died. Pfoeeeding on our 

march, we arrived at the town before daybreak. The inſtant the na- 
tives Aan of our approach, they fled from their — crying, that 
the 
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until it was light, when certain prieſts and old men cam 


which daily gained ground. The c chiefs and old men went to Tlaſcaa. 


( 10 ) 


the Teal were coming to kill them. We halted i ina walled ancloſind; 
from the 
temples; and apologized for not having attended to our ſummons; - 
aſcribing their conduct to the threats of Xi icotenga. Cortes ordered 


| theſepeople t to go to their head town and deſire the chiefs to attend him, 
in order to bring about a peace; for we were as yet ignorant of what 


had paſſed, - We obtained here a. good. ſupply of proviſions, and the 
farther advantage, that the Indians formed a fayprable opinion of us, 


and their repreſentations. had ſuch an cffeQ, that orders were e to 


al the neighbouring people," to _ bin nen to us. wals ions! 


> + Xt * %% 
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Soni 4 our ſoldiers . ROS 70 hold no 3 lang 


oe eſpecially thoſe who had left good houſes and plantations in he 
IIland of Cuba. Seven of them waited at this time upon Cortes, and 
their ſpokeſman addreſſed him in a prepare 


repared oration in the manner of 
advice, wherein he repreſented to him, that above fifty ſive of our com- 


panions were dead, and that we were ignorant of the ſituation of thoſe 


in Villa Rica. That notwithſtanding the mercies which had been 


ſhewn us, it was imprudent to tempt God too often, and it was ne- 


ceſſary to avoid being brought into a worſe ſituation than that of Pedro 
Carbonero, for at preſent there was hardly a hope of eſcaping being 


ſacrificed to the idols of che natives. But that though it ſhould pleaſe 


God to preſerve us, ſtill it was expedient. to return to Villa Rica, and 


conſtruct a veſſel to ſend to Cuba for aſſiſtance; and they lamented the 
imprudence of having totally deſtroyed our ſhipping, a deed the raſh- 
neſs of which could not be parallelled in hiſtory, They added, that 
though our ſituation was worſe than that of beaſts of burthen, who if 


forced to labour have at leaſt food and reſt, yet they had hitherto de- 


ſiſted from remonſtrating, as not thinking the time admitted of it, but 
that now the enemy were withdrawn and the country ſeemed e ö 
the eee ee ſhould not be omitted to be taken. 


Corte replied mildly, that 85 believed there never axifiad Spaniſh: 
ſoldiers 


( 103 ) a 
ſoldiers. who, had exhibited more valour and 2 than ourſelves, | 
and that it was to continue to do ſo in order to ſave our lives. F 


That with our courage he was well acquainted, as he alſo was with 
many other circumſtances. which they had then mentioned. But, that 
as God had delivered us from thoſe great perils, he hoped the ſame 
mercy would be continued to us in future, He then appealed to them 
if he had ever  ſhewn . himſelf, unwilling, to ſhare dangers with us, 
which, indeed he well might, for he was .ever forward on thoſe occa- 
ſions, and continued his reply, adding. that as ve had wherever we 
i went preached to the ignorant natives the doctrines of our holy faith, 
he · truſted we ſhould. Kill: receive the, divine aſſiſtance, and that of his 
patron St. Peter. That as to deſtroying our ſhips, it was done by good 
advice; And,“ continued he, Gentlemen, our fame will exceed 
1 far that of the moſt illuſtrious of our predeceſſors, Who never, as you 
70 + obſerve, dared to take ſuch a meaſure; and t therefore. it is better, in- 
« ** ſtead of repining, to look forward, and leave all to be guided by the 
* hand of God. As to our return, it is true the natives we had left 
behind are now friendly, but if we ſeemed to retreat, the very ſtones 
55 would riſe againſt us. Therefore gentlemen, thus it is; bad there, 
worſe elſewhere, better ſtay as you are, here in a plentiful country, 
and as to what you ſay of loſſes, deaths, and fati gues, ſuch is the 
fortune of war, and we did not come here in ſearch of paſtimes and 
« amuſements. Therefore I beg of you, who are all cavaliers by your 
« ſtation authorized to ſet an example, that you no longer will think 


1 of returning, but do e fly like the valiant ſoldiers [ have Alas 
5 found you. to be.. | 
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The others replied deprecting fl the 3 to ; Mexico; z. he then | 
us die at once —_ ; oy p Set and Cortes being ſupported 3 in theſe 
ſentiments, by all his friends : the complaints of theſe people were ſtifled 
for the preſent, for we all cried out that no more ſhould be ſaid upon 
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5 
| Adder ur meſſages from the chiefs of Tlaſcala to their general, FR | 
ſend a'peaccable'embaſly to us, that chief was obliged to comply. Ac- 
cordingly forty Indians arrived at our quarters, ſenit by him with fowls, 


bread, and fruit; they alſo brought wich them four eld women in 
TREO e a ſome thee nu a RO: of Fen feathers. 


| Hiving seed Ait ino ae" to 'Ovites, one of the fren adden 


him as follows. This preſent our General Xicotenga ſends you. If 


you are, as it is Kid, Teules, and deſire human factifices, Lot 5 | 
«© theſe four women; take their hearts and blood for food; 


* knew not your pleaſure, we have not hitherto ſacrificed them to eu. 


now do as you chuſe with then. If you are men, here are fowls, 
«© bread, and fruit; if you are benignant Teules, we offer to you this 
i incenſe and theſe parrots feathers, ” Cortes replied tlrat he had already 
ſent to them requiring peace, as our object in coming was to make 


' manifeſt the truths of our holy religion, and in the names of our 


God and Emperor, to prohibit human facrifices; that we were men 
like themſelves, but not accuſtomed to put any to death except in our 
own defence, and that they fhould no longer continue their mad r re- 
OT but embrace PEACE when it t was offered 't to SD. 


Theſe men it ſeems were e s! ; we NOOR Winne of this by our 5 
friends of Cempoal, who informed us likewiſe that the people of Cim- 
pacingo had faid that Xicotenga meant to attack us. Cortes now made 
immediate inveſtigation, and cauſing four of theſe Indians to be ſeized, 
they confeſſed the whole, and that their general was waiting only for 
their report, to attack us on that very night. Cortes then cauſing 
ſeventeen of the Tlaſcalans to be arreſted, made their hands be ſtruck 
off, and alſo the thumbs of others, and in that condition ſent them to 
their chief, with an invitation to him to'come and attack us; ſaying, 
that we would wait, for the ſpace of two days, and at the expiration of 
that time, if he heard no farther, would come and ſeek for him in his 
poſt. Xicotenga was prepared to march againſt us, when his ſpies re- 
joined him in that lamentable ſtate ; but from the moment he ſaw them, 

7 he 


(7 195.) 


he loſt his courage and hay ghtineſs. Alſo one of thoſe Grit with, 
the chiefs of which he had 1 228955 at this time FTE his e as 
ve were informed. ; 


| 5 i 0 wh, pA ENT he pra; of a nu- 
merous a of Tadins by the road of Tlaſcala, and his companion 
who had ſtayed to obſerve them. ſhortly after galloped in and informed 
us that they were hard by 3 we therefore conceived hopes of that which 
turned out to be, an embaſſy of peace. Cortes ordered us all to our 
quarters, and on the arrival of the embaſſy, the four old men deputed 
for the purpoſe, advancing from the reſt, went to the place a Kd our 
| general was, and bowing their heads, touched the ground with their 
hands, and kiſſed: them; making three more bows they then advanced, 
and having preſented their incenſe they ſaid, that they were ſent on the 
part of the people of Tlaſcala, to put themſelves under our protection; 
declaring that they never would have made war upon us, but for their 
belief that we were the allies of Montezuma, their mortal and ancient 
enemy. They added, that the firſt attack made upon us was by the 
Chontales Eſtomies, or mountaineers, (without their approbation,) who 
thought that they could eaſily bring our ſmall number to their lords the 
Tlaſcalans; they then ſaid, that they were come to ſolicit pardon for 
the offence, and that the general of their army and other chiefs ſhould 
ſhortly wait upen us. Having finiſhed, they bowed, touching the 
ground, and kiſſing their hands. Cortes, aſſuming a ſevere look, re- 
proached them for thay violence they had committed, but in conſidera- 
tion of their wiſh to expiate their offences he told them, that he was 
now willing to accept their preſents and receive them into favor. He 
bid them immediately ſend their chiefs to him, as in caſe they failed 
to come he was determined to proceed in hoſtility againſt them but 
that his wiſh was for peace; in token of which he made them a preſent | 
of ſome artificial diamonds. The four ambaſſadors returned with this 
_ meſſage, leaving thoſe who had attended them with proviſions, in our 


quarters. We now were convinced of the ſincerity of their profeſſions, 
1 Ire * 5 which 
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) 
which came in very good time, for we were 1 cred ef this free 5 


n 8 


The 1 Gomara ſays, that Cortes aſcended a Ga” in ne 


to get a view of Zumpacingo. E ſay it was cloſe to our ſtation, and 


the man muſt have been blink indeed who _ not- have ſeerr it from: 
thence. He alfs: talks of mutinies,” and other t , of which he ſays 


better ob! et 


| oh ay oe. ang 0 


2 


"at: | NO fach Fines. wad ever entered 2 a 


ro coun cher chief. 


Ther news of the great ay kick! it bd been: the will of God 
0 give to us flew through all parts, and ſoon reached the ears of tlie 


great Montezuma; inſomuck that this monarch, awed: by the fame of 


our valour, ſent five of the prinei ipal noblemen of his court, to con- 


0 gratulate us upon our ſucceſſes. By them he fent 4 preſent of various 


articles of wrought gold, to the amount of a thouſand crowns, ard 
twenty loads of the richeſt mantles, with a declaration of his wiſh to 
become a vaſſal of our great monarch, to whom he offered to pay an 
annual tribute; adding, that from the eſteem in which he held our 
general, he much wiſhed to ſee him at his court in Mexico, but that 
he was obli ged to deprive himſelf of that ſatisfaction, in conſequence 
of the poverty of the country and badneſs of the roads by which he 
was to paſs. Cortes expreſſed his obligation to this great We for ; 
the preſent, and his offer to pay tribute to our fovereign ; he requeſted | 
the ambaſſadors to ſtay and accompany | him to Tlaſcala, with which 

government he had not yet made his concluſive arran gements, and de- 


ſired that they would allow him to defer giving any farther anſwer on. 


that day. He was now convaleſcent, and had taken as a medicine cer- 
tain apples of great virtue, the produce of the Iſland of Cuba. 
| White 


: x \ | 
4 399 7) „ 


While Cortes Was converſing with the ambaſſadors of Montezaitha, 

Xicotenga and fifty of his principal warriors, all cdothed! in uniform 
habits of white and red, arrived and waited on him with g great reſpect. 
Cortes received him with no leſs, and made hirn fit en at his fide. 


The chief then told him, that he came in the name of his father, and | 


the reſt of the principal perſons of his nation, ts ſolicit our friendſhip, | 


to ſubmit to our monarch, and to apolog ize for having taken up arms 
againſt us, the reaſon of which was, the apprehenſion of the wiles f ; 


Montezuma. He added, that their country was very poor, producing 


neither gold, filver, jewels, cotton, nor even ſalt, which laſt article 
5 Montezuma prevented them from obtaining. He faid alſo, that what 


gold their anceſtors had collected, he had deprived them of, and that 
if they did not now bring ſatisfactory pl. their poverty muſt 
plead their excuſe. Ile made many other compfairts of Montezuma. 
and concluded by earneſtly ſoliciting our alliance.” "This chief was 6 
tall Nature; Wong and well proportioned; his face broad, and ſottie- 


what wrinkled; of a grave aſpect, and aged about thirty-five years. 


Cortes treated him with every mark of friendſhip, and expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction at Having been the means of inducing ſo reſpectable 4 na- 


tion to become vaſſals to our ſoverei gn, and allies to us. The Tlaſcalan 
chief then invited him to his city, which Cortes promiſed to viſit as 


{ 


ſoon As he-had diſpatched his buſineſs with the ambaſſadors of Mon- 


tezuma. At the concluſion of the converſation however, Cortes ad- 


dreſſed a few words to them of a more ſerious nature, in reſpe@ to the 
offences which they had committed agairiſt us, warning them to take 


care of their conduct in future. They all promiſed the utmoſt fidelity, 
and this converſation having paſſed in the preſence of the arnbaffadors 
of Montezuma, they attempted to ridicule the credit which we gave to 
the aſſurances of the Tlaſcalans, which they aſſerted were ſo many de- 
eeptions, their intention being to fall on and murder us in their city. 


Cortes replied, that any fuck” attempt would bring with it its own 


puniſhment, and that he was determined to march to Tlaſcala, if it 
were only in order to aſcertain the ſincerity of the people. The ambaſ⸗ 


tons: of Montezuma then requeſted a delay of fix days, to obtain far- 
P 2 ther 


82 


( 108 ) 


farther n This Cortes acceded to; for which he had two mo- 
| tives, firſt, his ſtate of health, ſecondly, becauſe the obſervations of 
the] Mexican ambaſſadors afforded grounds for ſerious reflections. He 
now alſo ſent to Juan de Eſcalante, informing him of what had hap- : 
pened, and requiring ſome veſſels of ſacramental wine, which had 
been buried in a certain place, and alſo ſome conſecrated bread, that 
which we had brought with us being uſed. We at this time erected 
5 a ſumptuous and lofty croſs in our quarters, and, Cortes ordered the 


people of Zumpacingo to purify and whitewaſh A e which N 
ANY did. | 


” P n 1 
j a 1 ; of 4 + . > 


Our friends of Tlaſcala bowels us 9 ample 7 0 of 85 
1 ſuch as fowls, and tunas or Indian figs, and they repeated 
their invitations, which we could not as yet accede to, confiſtently with 

: the engagement which we had made to the Mexican ambaſſadors. At 
the expiration of the time which Cortes had given, ſix noblemen ſent 
dy the great Montezuma arrived, with a preſent of various articles in 
gold to the value of three thouſand / crowns, and two hundred rich 
mantles. They alſo brought a meſſage of a congratulatory nature, and 
containing the moſt earneſt requeſt and advice, by no means to go to. 
or truſt the people of Tlaſcala. Cortes received the preſent with every 
expreſſion of gratitude, aſſuring them that he would repay it in good 
works to their monarch, adding, that, as to the Tlaſcalans, he was 
thankful for the warning, and if they attempted any treachery, would 
make them pay for it with their lives. At this moment he received in- 
telligence of the arrival of the Tlaſcalan chiefs ; he therefore requeſted | 
of the ambaſſadors a . of three a before he a his anſwer to 


them. 9 75 


The ancient chiefs of Tiaſcala, nad Maxicatzin, _ Xicotenga 
the elder, a blind man, together with Guaxolacima, Chichimecatecle, 
and Tecapaneca of Topeyanco, now arrived at our Ration, borne on 
hammocks, in litters, and on men's backs, attended by a great train. 
Saluting Cortes with great reſpect, Nicotenga the blind chief addreſſed 

— 3 him 


( 199.) 
him faying;; that they had often ſent to him, to requeſt pardon for their 
hoſtilities, which they aſcribed to the ſuſpicion they entertained of our 
being allied to Montezuma. But now we know, ſaid he, who, and 
vrhat you are, we would go down to the coaſt to invite you from your 


ſhips, and ſweep the roads before you; at preſent / the utmoſt we can 


do is, to. requeſt your company in our city, where you ſhall be ſerved in 
every manner that is in our power. We at the ſame time warn you, not 
to give credit to the miſrepreſentations of theſe Mexicans, who are in- 
fluenced by the malice which they bear to us. Cortes returning many 
thanks to them, ſaid, he would have viſited them before that time, but 
that he wanted men to draw his canton; upon which, in-lefs than 
half an hour, above five hundred of the natives were aſſembled for the 
purpoſe, and early in the morning we ſet out upon our march, attended 
by the Mexican ambaſſadors, by the requeſt of Cortes, who kept them 
near him, leſt they ſhould meet with any inſult. Before I proceed, I 
muſt mention, that from this time the natives always addreſſed Cortes 
by the name of Malintzin; the reaſon of which was, that Donna Ma- 
rina being our linguiſt, and interpreting to Cortes, they gave him the 
name of Marina's captain, which in their pronunciation was perverted | 
to Malintzin. We entered the territory of: Tlafcala twenty-four days 
before our arrival at She aunt: city, which. was on the twenty-third of 

ane 1 's 19.0 
e ** as. ei 8 1 ASEEs that: we were on our Corey they 
went before us to provide our lodgings,- and-when we approached their 
city they came out to meet us, bringing their daughters and female re- 
lations; but each tribe, or diviſion of inhabitants, diſtinct and ſeparate; 
for it ſeems that of theſe there were four, excluſive of that under the 
government of Tecapaneca, lord of Topeyanco. Each of theſe tribes 
was diſting guiſhed by a different uniform, of cloth made of nequen, for 
cotton was a luxury not within their reach. The prieſts came with 
their incenſe pots, in looſe white garments, with their long hair matted 
and clotted with blood which flowed from recent cuts in their ears, 

and the mails upon their fingers were remarkably long. They ſaluted 
. Cortes 


4 pro ) 


Cortes: mh reverence, and the people, ellen we enteird: the town, 
crowded upon us in ſuch numbers as to make the ftreets hardly paſſable; 
preſenting to Cortes and the cavalry, garlands of beautiful and odori- 
ferous flowers. When we arrived at ſome large courts, in the apart- 
ments about which we were to be lodged, the two chiefs taking: Cortes 
by the hand, brought him to that which vas intended for him, and 
every Spaniſſi ſoldier was: {aceombnodater with a bed, compoſed of a 
mat, and clothes made of nequen. Qur allies were lodged near us, 
and the ambaſſadors of Montezuma, by the deſire of Cortes, in the 
apartment next to his own: Although we had every confidence in the 
ſincerity of the Tlaſcalans, yet Cortes nevey/permitted-the leaſt relaxation 
in military duty ; when the chiefs obſerved this, it gave them a jealouſy, 
as they thought it to indicate that we harboured- ſuſpicions of them, 
and they ſpoke to Cortes on the ſubject in ſuch terms as onVineed us 
all of their ſincerity. Cortes replied by aſſurances of his perfect reliance | 


upon their truth, and alſo informed Pulls e it was ere a com- 
ye with the cuſtom al our country. 118 8 N 


As ſoon as an 8 could be WY Coney ord maſs to be 
faid by Fra, Juan Diaz, the Rev. Father Olmedo being ill of a fever. 
At this many of the native chiefs were. preſent, and after it was ended 
Cortes took them with him to his apartment, attended by thoſe ſoldiers 
who uſually accompanied him. Xicotenga the elder then told him, 
that they had: prepared a preſent of which they requeſted his acceptance. 
Accordingly, ſome pieces of gold, and of cloth were produced, not, 
| altogether. worth twenty crowns, The chief then addreſſed him, ex- 
prefling his fear that-he would deſpiſe ſuch a paltry offer, but that their 
poverty, and the extortions of Montezuma, of whom they were obliged 
to-purchaſe peace at the expence of all they poſſeſſed, were the cauſes 
of it. Cortes received their preſent with thanks, ſay ing, that little. as 
it was, be valued it more from them, as a teſtimony” of Friendſhip, 
chan if others bad: given him a houſe full ef gold. Nicotenga then 
propoſed to him an alliance between our two nations, and that we 
— —— their daughters in n making the offer of his own 


to 


( r 


td Cortes. Our general thanked him for theſe marks of good wal, 
and the chief terbained With him à Whole dy. Nieotenga who 
ſheved particulat attachrfient te Cortes, was blind ; lie Was curiotis to 
examine with his — "Ks" en features, "id beard, wien the 


pandfaias in — to . — women of the hy oo 1 

dreſſed, and each attended by a female ſlave. Xicotenga then preſented 

his owes daughter to Cortes, deſiring Him to align the reſt to His of- 
freets, Cortes thanked' hir, But obſerved; that for the preſent the 
ladies muſt remain with their putetits.” The elfef aſking the teaſon 
why he would not receive them he replied; that it was neceſſary firſt to 
obey the mandates of our Lo God; atid the wilt of our monareh who 
had'fent us thither, to put a ſtop to human ſacrifices, and other evil 
practices, and bring them tothe true faith in the adoration of one God. 

He: then ſhewed them a beauteous image of out Lady, with her precious 
ſon in het arms, and explained to them that it was the repreſentation of 
the. holy Mary, who is im the heaveris,. and mother to our Lord, by the 
grace of the Holy Ghoſt, «© Sine peccato- eoncepta,” ard that ſhe's our 
mediatria with her precivus ſon, who'is our Lord God; then, faid he, 
if you wiſte to be our brethren, and that we ſhould intermarry with you, 
renounce your idelatrous worſhip, and adore our God, the good effects 
of which you will ſbon perceive in your temporal concerns, arid thereby, 
after this: life, your ſouls fhall be taken into heaven, there t6' enjoy 
eternal happineſs. Whereas, by perſiſting in the worſhip of your idols, 
which are devils, you will be drain by them to their infernat pit, there: 
to burn eternally in flames of fire. Cortes after an excellent karangue 
containing much more matter to the ſame effect, which was perfectly 
well explained by our interpreters, here ceaſed and waited their anſwer, 
which: was: given by the chiefs: as follows. That they readily believed 
all that they had Heard now, and before, of the excellence of our God, 
and his faints;. and! that they hoped in time to underſtand more upon 
the! ſubject; that in Tegard to the renunciation of their ancient religion, 
it 


r 


if they, were to do it-in-their old age, in h-drdet! to pleaſe us hat woes ; 
their prieſts and the xifing generation think of hem? They 
an inſurrection: the more ſo, as the prieſts had already conſulted — 8 


gods, who had commanded them by no means to omit their N $ 


facrifices, and other ancient cuſtoms; 3 as in caſe of; failure in the o 
ſervance of them, they would puniſh the country. with famine, 1 
lence, and war. They therefor, requeſted to abe no mo ſpoken to on 
* Aae as they wald not renounce _ oO 1 with; thes. ne 
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FO "When the Rev. Rocher — Pd Was a we ied} | 
theologian, heard this, be- adviſed Cortes to urge it no farther at pre- 

ſent, being adverſe to forced converſions, notwithſtanding it had been 
done in Cempoal. He alſo obſerved, that the daftruGtart of their idols . 
was a fruitleſs violence, if the principle was not eradicated from their: 

minds by arguments, as they would find other idols to continue their 
worſhip to, elſewhere. Three other cavaliers, Alvarado, De Leon, and: 5 
De Lugo, alſo ſpoke to Cortes to the fame effect. We however got 


one of the temples cleared out, and erecting an altar, converted it into a 


chriſtian church, and here the ladies deſtined to be the brides of our 


officers were baptized. The daughter of Xieqtenga received the name 


of Donna Louiſa, and was taken by the hand by Cortes, whe preſented 


her to Alvarado, telling her father, that -officer was his brother: at 
which the old chief expreſſed his entire ſatisfaction. The niece or- 


daughter of Maxicatzin was given to Velaſquez de Leon, to the beſt of 


my recollection : -ſhe-was very handſome, and tock the name.of Donna: 

Elvina 15 and the reſt whoſe names J do not now remember, but they 
were all Donnas, were aſſigned to De Oli, Sandoval, and Avila. After 
the ceremony the reaſon of: the erection of croſſes was explained. to the 

natives, as being done in order to terrify and expel the evil ſpirits they 
worthipped, to all which they liſtened with ꝓroper. attention. Before I 
proceed farther I muſt mention, that almoft the Whole province of 
Tlaſcala paid homage and made ꝓreſents to Donna Louiſa: Alvarado 

had by her a ſon named Don Pedro, and a daughter named Donna 
Leonora, wife at preſent to D. Fra. de la Cueva, a good cavalier, couſin 


to 


( wy}. 


to the Duke «of Albuquerque, by whom. ſhe has four. or five ſons all 
worthy: cavaliers; Donna Leonora herſelf being an excellent lady, the 
true def end: 


t of ſuch a father, who was. in right of e Ver. 


grant: and Tat as it were . ee! ods. 


— 
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; aries Damen: now. obtaintd: in a e A Pe thi. elder 
ny Maxicatzin, conſiderable. information relative to Mexico. They 


A $ 5 


told him, that Montezuma had an army of a hundred thouſand war- 


riors; that the enmity between the Mexicans and Tlaſcalans had ſub- 


ſiſted above a hundred years, the latter having formed an alliance for 
mutual protection with the people of Guaxocingo, and that all the diſ- 

which Montezuma had brought under his ſubjection were diſſa- 
tisfied with, his tyranny, and, inclined to favor his enemies. They faid 
that the people from whom the Tlaſcalans had ſuffered moſt, were thoſe 
of Cholula, from which city, the troops of Montezuma could come 
by ſurpriſe upon the Tlaſcalan territory ; that the Mexican garriſons 


occupied all the cities of the nei ighbouring ſtates, who were obliged to 


pay tribute to their monarch, in gold, manufactures, and victims for 
facrifice; and in ſhort, that his wealth and power were immenſe. They 
informed him alſo of the great ſtrength of the city of Mexico, of the 


lake, and the cauſeways. with their wooden drawbridges. They farther 
deſcribed that city as built principally in the water, ſo that there was no 
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paſſing from one houſe to another except by drawbridges or in canoes, 


and that all the houſes were terraced at top, and defended by parapets. 


The arms of the Mexicans they deſeribed as conſiſting of double-headed 


darts thrown. by. a kind of fling, lances with double-edged blades of 
an ell in length, made of ſtone, and ſharper than a razor, two-handed 
ſwords of the ſame material and conſtruction, and ſhields. . The Tlaſ- 
calan chiefs then produced for our inſpection large cloths of nequen, 
whereon were painted. repreſentations. of their various battles, The diſ- 


courſe afterwards turned upon themſelves: and their nation. They ſaid 
that their anceſtors had told them, that in former times the country was 
inhabited by men and women of great ſtature, and wicked manners, 


whom their anceſtors had at length extirpated; and in order that we 


2 might 
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might judge of the bulk of theſe people, they brought us a bone which 
had belonged to one of them, ſo large, that When placed upright it was 
as high as a middling ſized man; it was the bone between the knee and 


the hip; I ſtood by it, and it was of my height, though I àm as tall 


as the generality of men. They brought alſo pieces of other bones of 


| great ſize, but much conſumed by time; but the one I have mentioned 


was entire; we were aſtoniſhed at theſe remains, and thought that they 
certainly demonſtrated the former exiſtence of giants. This bone we 


ſent to Caſtille for his Majeſty's inſpeCtien, by the firſt perſons who 
went on our affairs from hence. The chiefs alſo told us how their idols 
had predicted, that men ſhould come from diftant parts where the fun 


riſes, to fubjugate the country, and that they believed us 0 be thoſe of 
whom their gods had ſpoken. Cortes replied thiat it it certainly was the 
caſe, that we were ſent by our monarch to cultivate friendſhip with 


them, and that he hoped we ſhould be _ inſtruments or Sora falva- 
how to which v we one and all Raid, Amen. 
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By this time che cavaliers my arbor.” , are] fear tired of his con- | 
verſation with the Tlaſcalans; I muſt however mention ſome other 


things which occurred here. There was a volcano near Guaxocing 


which at this time threw up great quantities of. flames. Captain Diego 
de Ordas went to examine it, attended. by two ſoldiers and fome prin- 
cipal Indians. The natives were afraid to approach nearer to it than 
the temples of Popocatepeque, but De Ordas with his two companions 


proceeding, reached the ſummit, and looked down into the crater, | 


which forms a circle of about a quarter of a league in diameter; from 
hence they alſo had the firſt view of the city of Mexico, at the diftance 
of twelve or thirteen kagues. This was thought at the time a great 
achievement. When De Ordas went to Caſtille, he obtained permifſion 


from his Majeſty, to bear the volcano of Guaxocingo in his coat of 


arms, and it is ſo borne by his nephew who lives in La Puebla. This 
mountain for ſeveral years, until 15 30, did not throw out flames; ; but 
WY that orien it gel again * , 
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In this town of Tlaſcala we found wooden cages, where they con- 
fined and fattened their victims. Theſe we. deſtroyed, releaſing the un- 
fortunate priſoners, who remained with us, not daring to venture to their 
homes. Cortes ſpoke in very angry terms to the chiefs of Tlaſcala 
upon their perſeverance in this horrid cuſtom ; they promiſed amend- 
ment, but what availed that, when, on our backs being turned, they 
immediately reverted to their old abominations * 
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A FTER a repoſe of ſeventeen days in Tlaſcala, it was determined to 
proſecufe our march to Mexico. Upon this ſubject much difference of 


opinion exiſted, the rich ſettlers of Cuba being very adverſe to it. The 


reſolution which we had taken grieved our friends of Tlaſcala, who 
earneſtly adviſed us by no means to truſt Montezuma or his people, 
nor their ſmooth and courteous words and manners; for that they were 
treacherous in the extreme, and would either retain us to breed men for 
Montezuma' s ſervice, or in a favorable hour, would fall upon, and 
deſtroy us. But, in caſe of our having hoſtilities with them, they ad- 
viſed us to kill all, neither ſparing the riſing youth, nor the aged coun-. 
ſellor. Cortes thanked, and propoſed to them, an amicable treaty with 
their neighbours the Mexicans ; but they would not hear of this, 
faying, they could not truſt thoſe; who would only under the veil of 
peace, better execute their treacherous defigns. In regard to our road, 


the Mexican ambaſſadors earneſtly recommended that by Cholula ; but 


our friends of Tlaſcala as ſtrongly adviſed us by no means to go that 
way, but by Guaxocingo. Nevertheleſs we determined to go by Cho- 


lula, intending to remain there, until we could by negociation obtain a 


peaceable entry into Mexico. Cortes therefore ſent meſſengers to that 
place, to inform the chiefs of his intention, and expreſſing his diſſatis- 
faction that they had not come to wait upon him. 


At this time arrived four of the 8 nobility of Mexico, with 


a rich preſent. It conſiſted of gold to the value of ten thouſand crowns, 


and ten bales of the fineſt mantles of feathers. Having ſaluted Cortes 
with the profoundeſt reſpect, the ambaſſadors delivered the meſſage of 
a their 


( ) 


- their: monarch, which" was to, this effect. That he wondered at our 
ſtay amongſt a people ſo poor and baſe as the Tlaſcalans, who were 
| robbers; and unfit even for ſlaves; and he earneſtly requeſted that we 
would immediately viſit his capital. Cortes replied aſſuring them that 
he would ſhortly pay his reſpects to the great Montezuma, requeſting 
their ſtay with him during the interval. He alſo determined to lend 
two cavaliers as ambaſſadors, to wait on Montezuma, and view the eity 
of Mexico. The perſons he pitched on were Pedro de Alvarado, and 
B. Vaſquez de Tapia. They ſet out on their journey, accompanying 
the former Mexican ambaſſadors who had hitherto continued with us. 
I was at this time ill of my wounds, and of a fever; and therefore in- 
capable of obſerving exactly all that paſſed, but I know, that their 
going thither N to us a very unwiſe meaſ ws and in eee 
e our rem nen were ee TE: | | 


The chief 8 of Cholula now. - file us 1 for men of hawk ending 5 
* a very dry and uncourteous anſwer to our meſſage, and without 
any preſent whatever. This evidently appeared to be done in contempt, 
and: Cortes ſent notice to them, that if. their chiefs did not wait upon 
him in three days, they ſhould be conſidered as rebels; but that in caſe 
of their compliance, he would be happy to eſteem them as brothers, 
and had much to tell them of great importance. They then ſent word 
that they dared not to come amongſt their enemies the Tlaſcalans, who 
they knew had miſrepreſented -them and the great Montezuma to us; 
but they requeſted that we would yiſit their city, where they would 
give us an honorable reception. When the Tlaſcalans ſaw our deter- 
mination to accept this propoſal they told us, that ſince we were re- 
ſolved to neglect their advice, they expected that we would take with 
us ten thouſand of their beſt warriors. This was thought two great a 
number for a peaceable viſit ; we however agreed to take two thouſand, 
who were a ready to attend us. 8 
0 1985 
Being well 8 againſt = might happen, we now ſet 
out on our march, and arrived in the evening at a river, diſtant a ſhort 
— league 
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| kn from | Choluls, where a ſtone bridge i is now built e's Ware 


ſome of the chiefs of the city came to congratulate us on our _ 
Continuing our march on the next day, when we came near the city. 
we were met by the chiefs and prieſts in a body, all dreſſed in caſſocks 
of cotton, reſembling thoſe of the Zapotecans. The chiefs preſented 


their incenſe to Cortes, and after apologizing. for not having gone to 
Tlaſcala, requeſted that he would not permit ſo large a body of their 


enemies to enter the city. This appearing reaſonable, Cortes ſent Al- 
varado and De Oli, to deſire our allies to hut themſelves in the field. 
and we then marched on, attended only by the Indians of Cempoal, and 
thoſe who drew the artillery. Before he entered the city he made 
known to theſe people the objects of his miſſion, as has been already 
frequently related. They replied without heſitation, that to our monarch 

they were perfectly ready to yield immediate obedience, which they 
did; but that as to abandoning their ancient religion, they could not 
comply with any ſuch demand. When we entered their city, we were 
conducted through an immenſe crowd which filled the ſtreets and ter- 
races, to our quarters in ſome large apartments, which. contained us, 
our allies of ane and thoſe who rere the toe and 
baggage. | my 1 


Want che time we 1 hy a gh was 4 dy the. am- 
baffadars of Montezuma, for the entry of twenty thouſand of his troops 
into this city, to fall upon us; and ſeveral houſes were filled with the 
poles and leathern collars, in which they were to have brought us pri- 
Tongs to ws 4 but that God was ee to foil their _ 

For the fiſt two di we were "entertained as ell as we hat 
wiſh, but on the third we received no proviſions, nor did either chief or 
prieſt make his appearance. The few inhabirants that we ſaw, alſo, 
withdrew from us with a myſterious kind of ſneer in their faces, and 
Cortes at this time applying to the ambaſſadors ro procure for us our 
proviſions as uſual, all that we obtained was a little wood and water, 
conveyed by ſome old men, who told us that no maize was to be had. 

| On 


4 9 ] 
On this day anidaſladors arrives from Montezuma, who, in very ail. 
| reſpectful terms, forbid our approach to Mexico, and required an im- 
mediate-anfwer; ' Cortes mildly expreſſed his ſurpriſe at this alteration; 
he made them #'preſent; and requeſted a ſhort delay, which they ac- 
ceded to; He then ſummoning his ſoldiers, warned us to be alert, ſor 
that he ſuſpected ſome great treachery, The chiefs having refuſed to 
attend him, he immediately ſent ſome ſoldiers to a great templæ hard by 
our quarters, with orders to bring, as quietly as they could, two of the 
prieſts: In this they ſucceeded without any difficulty, and the prieſts 
being brought before the general, he made a preſent to each, and then 
enquired the reaſon of theſe Stenotdinary appearances, ' One of them 
was a perſon of rank, and authority over all the temples of the city, in 
the manner of a biſhop; this perſon aſſured him, that if he had an op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to the ehiefs, he. could perſuade them to come; 
and being diſmiſſed for this purpoſe, he was as good as his word, for 
he ſoon returned accompanied by ſeveral of them. Cortes firſt aſked 
the cauſe of the change in — behaviour; he then demanded an im- 
mediate fupply of proviſions, and alſo a number of their people for the 


enſuing day, to convey the baggage and artillery. The chiefs appeared 
N confounded, . at len c. * to ſend i in ee Ae they 


fied at we ſhould go any further. Juſt at this time three” of eur friends 
of Cempoal called out the general, and informed him, that they had 
diſcovered hard by our quarters, pitfalls covered with wood and earth, 
and that claring away the earth, and looking into one of them, they 
had found it ſet with ſharp ſtakes; that the terraces of all the houſes 
were filled with ſtones and parapeted with fods, and that they had ſeen 
a barricade of ſtrong timber in one of the ſtreets. At this inſtant ar- 
rived alſo eight Tlaſcalans, from their army which was lying in the 
k field; they warmed Cores "ale" the intended attack, for it had come 


night, ſacrificed to theie' war god 258 ans Gve of bam v were 
children, and they had alſo obſerved, that they were n their 


women, ch ildren, and effects, from the place. 
8 


( 120) 


3 Cortes. ſent orders to the Tlaſcalans to hold themſelves. i in 
1 and rejoining the chiefs and prieſts of the ton, he deſired 
them to be under no apprehenſion, but warned them not to deviate 
from their obedience, on pain of inſtan t puniſhment. He then de- 
manded of them two thouſand of their warriors to accompany him on 
his march, on the enſuing day; this they readily promiſed, thinking 
that it would tend to facilitate their projects; they therefore took their 
leave: very well contented, and ſent notice. of our intentions to all thoſe 
conicerned with them. - Cortes then ſent. Donna Marina to bring back 


the. two prieſts whom he had before ſpoken to. In this ſhe ſucceeded, 
and _ ortes dee from them the a intelli ee. , 


it . *. 3 
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They told bun, chat Momezuma, on our. 5 to & 
Fe” become very unſettled in his mind, ſometimes ordering that we 
ſhould be received with honor, and at other times that we ſhould not 
be permitted to paſs; but that having lately conſulted his gods, they 
had. declared, that here in Cholula we were all to be put to death, or 
made priſoners, for which purpoſe he had ſent twenty thouſand of bis 
troops; one half of which number was in the city, and the other con- 
cealed half a league from it. That the plan of their attack was ſettled, 
and that twenty of us were allotted to be ſacrificed to the gods of Cholula. 
Cortes rewarded them handſomely, and enjoining ſtrict ſecreſy, deſired 
them to bring to him all the chiefs, at the time he appointed. He then 
ſummoned a council of the ableſt and wiſeſt ſoldiers. of his army, ſome 
of whom were for returning immediately, and others propoſed various 
meaſures, but at length all agreed in the neceſſity of ſeverely puniſhing 
this treachery, as an example to other places. It was therefore deter- 
mined, that we ſhould carry on the appearance of our intended march. 
preparing our baggage, and concealing our other meaſures, and that 
within the high walls of the courts where. we were quartered, puniſh- 
ment ſhould be inflicted on the Cholulans. With the ambaſſadors of 
Montez uma it was thought moſt prudent to diſſemble ; we therefore 
told them of our having diſcovered the treaſon of the people, who had 
all perled Montezuma, as being the author of it; and we propoſed 
Bu RT to 


bo Sy n have no more intercour - wich the inhabitants, but to retire _ 

to n apa of Cortes. T. ey ſolemnly declared their ignorance 
of the and contrary to their inclination: we now put e 
5d g m bor the . As which'< our DO _—_ 
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on this night; & ths wil of. a qua an | old: wornan, As Was 

q quainted. with the plot, came ON to-Donna Marina whoſe ap- 
had attracted her regard; and ir her to her own houſe, as 

a place of ſecurity from the dange! which was ready to overwhelm us. 


- re, the ſame time a tern to her. to accept as a huſband, her 


on, the brother of a boy who accompanied her. Dorin 


a dee Ska, Ade vel; Her/hfindiecuenaſt and erben 0 


mind, agreed to all that ſhe propoſed, but ſaid that ſhe wanted ſome one 


vith a to entruſt her effects. She then obtained information of 


every particular of the buſineſs, all which the old woman informed her 
ſhe had learned from her huſband,” WhO was chief of one of the diviſions 


of the city, and was then with his warriors, giving directions for their 


junction with the Mexican forces. She added, that ſhe had known it 


three days before; in conſequence of preſents which had been ſent from 
Mexico to the different chiefs, her huſband'having received at that time 


a golden mi Donna Marina, deſiring this woman and her ſon to re- 


main where they were and take care of her effects, haſtened to Cortes, | 
and informed him of all that had paſſed, and that the perſon from 
whom ſhe had the information was in her apartment; in conſequence of 
which. Cortes immediately ſent for ber, and the woman on being 

ught into his preſence confirmed all that ſhe had ſaid to Donna Ma- 
rina, and we _—_ _ withs the l information he bad i 
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When hay. bios: the hun of the chiefs, cok wad . and 
on ch . een in their ee. were as 0 as 


—__ was 


*. þ golden drum was borne by a general in chief, 


fr: 


Hi * 5 


e 2 
if EP Wan us in "OY \cages: They e more of 
their warriors to attend us than we had required, inſomuch chat the 


_ courts,” which remain at this day as a memorial of the event, large as 


they nuete, could not contain then. We were all prepared for. what 
was to be done, the ſoldiers armed with ſword and buckler were placed 


at the gate of the great court, in order to prevent any one from eſcaping, A 


and our general was ein horſcback, -attenided by a ſtrong guard. When 


\ lives; then & 


| he: far howthe: pdople: crowded in he exclaimed, 


had inſulted us by: ſending in'woogl and water. He ſaid that he knew 


How anxious are: 
i theſe traitors to feaſt upon our fleſh l But God Will diſappoint them.“ 
He ſent directions to the two prieſts whO had given the' information, to 
go imineciately 1 to their houſes, and this he did in order to fave their 
wing. the. reſt of the prieſts, and all the chiefs to be 
brought to him, he ealmly aſked them what was theiv reaſon for 
plotting to deſtroy us, 'and 'what we had done, more that require them 
to abandon their abominable cuſtoms; and endeavour to inſtruct them 
in the articles of our holy faith; and that for theſe reaſons" only, they 
had made preparations to cut us all off. That their evil intentions aps: 
Peared by their having withdrawn the women from the town, and that - 
when we required the proviſions: which they withheld from us, they 


of the ambuſcade that was placed upon the road which they 
us to go, and that the tecompenſe which they intended for our hoh 
and friendly ſervices was, to kill and eat us, for which purpoſe the 
pots were already boiling, and prepared with ſalt, pepper, and tomatas. 


That if they were determined to attack us, it was better to do it in a 


manly way, as the Tlaſcalans did; he added, that he alſo knew that 
twenty of u us were to be ſaerifieed to their idols, to whom they had made 
a propitiatory offering of ſtven of their brethren; but the- victory the 
idols had promiſed them, it was not in their power to give, and the 
effects of their treaſon were now r ready to fall o on a their own hart : 


* 
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This dung f 0 ne to . natives ty D Daa Marina 7? 
| iy confeſſed the whole of the charge, but ſaid that it was planned | 
entirely by the orders of Montezuma. Cortes —— that ſuch crimes 


Were 


fort puniſhment, commanded 
— gria for ee, which » was 2 for 8 
l peed yt N ata * ith 
ment on tenth a manner that 2457 will ever remember ; for: 2 mumber | 


| ins den and- 
* them in che ſtterts. and as ſoon as the 
anda 7 is lie Foie ravaged dh, 
8 FY | 5 warde them ffaves without our having's it in our power = 
to them; and on the day after, Wlien the intelligence had 
reached Tlaſcala, freſh hordes crowded hither for the ſame purpoſ 
It was now - abſolutely neceſſary to reſtrain them at all riſks: Cortes 
therefore ordered the chiefs to" withdraw their troops, which they im- 
ä mad did, and ſoon after, ſome prieſts and chieftains who preſided 
over other Parts of the town, "which they alledged not to have been 
engaged in the conſpiracy, waited on us, and requeſted a remiffion of 
puniſhment. The two priefts formerly mentioned, and the old woman 


who was ſo anxious to be tlie mother-in-law of Donna Marina, eame 
alſo, and pet 


itioned to the ſame effect. Cortes appeared greatly-enraged, 
and calling for the Mexican ambaſſadors, declared in their preſence, that 
if he did not deftroy the whole city as it deferved, it was out of reſpect 
to the great Montezuma, whoſe vaſſals the inhabitants were; but that 
for his ſake he pardoned them. He then commanded the Tlaſcalans to 
deliver up thoſe *whom they had made priſoners: this, however un- 
| willingly, they in a great meaſure complied with, many perſons being 
ſet at liberty; but after all they retained a good booty of gold, mantles, 
cotton, falt, and ſlaves. © An amneſty. for the paſt being proclaimed, 
and Cortes havin; 2g * reconciled the Tlaſcalans and Cholulans, the latter, 
ſuggeſted that they were apptehenfſve our” general would appoint their 
new chief, the former one e having been 9 7255 to death. Cortes upon 
| A 22 755 this 
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= Above fix thouſand Cholulans were put to death on this occaſion. 


; this neue e — Guccefſor, and being ONO? 6 ; 15 
ed him to.the 


tm) 


it was the brother of the late head cacique, he appointe 
Wei As f. ſoon as the. inhabitants. had returned, and order was 


them to renounce 
acy of their idols, 


by their falſe promiſes. He therefore propoſed that they ſhould be 5 


poulled down and broken to pieces, and an altar and croſs, erected in 


their place. The latter was immediately done, but as to the proſtration 


of the idols, by the advice of the reverend father it was poſtponed. for a 
time, from motives of maten. and a pt nate. of * uncer- 5 
| — of « our ſituation. FF 


| Ther why of Cholula 3 ſembled 1 Valladolid, 3 in a hen te 
ev verpthickly inhabited; it is ſurrounded by fields of maize, pep- 
per, and maguey. They had an excellent manufacture of earthenware, 


of three colours, red, black, and white, painted in different patterns, 


with which Mexico and all the nei ighbouring countries were ſupplied, 


as Caſtille is by thoſe of Talavera and Plaſencia. The city had at that 


time above a hundred lofty white towers, which were the temples of 
their idols, one of which was held in pec liar veneration. The prin- 
ci ipal temple was higher than that of Mexico, ng each of ths deg 


was e in a eee court. 


1G Mexican troops 1 bad * 1 in l Sb 
ramparts and trenches to o 2 to the cavalry, hearing what had hap- 
pened to their aſſociates, made a rapid retreat to their city, and carried 


the news to their monarch ; but he had already heard, his misfortune 


from two of his ambaſſadors who had been with us. It is ſaid that he 


immediately ordered a facrifice to his gods, and ſhut himſelf up at his 


devotions for two entire days, with ten of his chief prieſts, in order to 
obtain an anſwer from them, relative to his future deſtiny. The reply 
which they gave was to this effect; that he ſhould ſend an embaſſy to 
| exculpate 


— 


. 1, he together all the prieſts and chiefs, in order to £2 3-H 
T exhort them upon the ſubject of religion, advi in 
their odious practices, and as an inſtance of the inefficac 

| Ho anni then oft e de e on oe 
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a. ng in 1 to da; had TY and to invite us into 
Mexico, where, by cutting off the. water, or raiſing the bridges, he 
could eaſily deſtroy us, or retain us for breed. The news of our late Z 
| ſucceſſes ſpread rapidly, and the natives were more than ever convinced. | 
that we were beings poſſeſſed of a preternatural power and intelligence. | 
My readers will be perhaps by this time as tired of the detail of the 
tranſaction of Cholula, as I am of writing it. I muſt however men- 
tion the cages full of men and boys 3 for-ſacrifice, which were 
in this city. All theſe Cortes deſtroyed, and ſent the poor priſoners to 
their homes, giving . poſitive orders to the prieſts to deſiſt from the 
practice in future, which they ne chat Ar would, bat what 
_— Fei promiſes! : 
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This which 1 have ad is \the; 8 af the — 1 of th the | 
3 Biſhop of Chiapa, F. Bart. de las Caſas, who ſays we put theſe 
8 people to death merely for paſtime; but I muſt obſerve, that certain 
reverend Franciſcans, after the conqueſt of Mexico, being ſome of the 
firſt his Majeſty ſent to New Spain, went to Cholula on purpoſe to 
make the ſtricteſt enquiry z the reſult of which was, that they found 
the affair to have happened exactly as I have related it. If this puniſh- 
ment had not taken place our lives would have been in the greateſt danger, 
and had we been. deſtroyed this country of New Spain would not have 
been ſo eaſily gained, or a ſecond expedition attempted; or if it had, it 
might have failed of ſucceſs, as the natives would have defended their 
coaſts, and have thus remained for ever in their idolatry. I have heard 
a reverend Franciſcan named Fray Torribio de Motilinea fay, that if the 
puniſhment could haye been avoided, and that there had been no cauſe 
given for it, it would have been better; but that ſince it was done, 
good effects had reſulted, as the natives were thereby | convinced of the 
falſchood and deception of their idols, which they in conſequence de- 
ſpiſcdy as a proof of which they afterwards took down the principal 
one, — another in its place. - 


Having now pal f fourteen . in che city of Cholula, Cortes: 
ſummoned 
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| 5 — wiſdom, and hea articular - for uff 
alice mee upon no meaſure of conſequence, and in wa hereby | 
determined, to ſend a reſpectful meſſage t ma, and 
50 to ne him chat in compliance with the orders of our — 
on our way to pay our reſpects to him in perſon. We then related the 
tranſaction 
us had come in ſufficient time to our knowledge, from which thing 
that concerned us oouhl be concealed, - adding, that if we had not 
puniſhed it to the full extent, it was only out of reſpect to him, whoſe 
vaſſals the people of that city were; that the, chiefs and prieſts had in- 
formed us, that what they did was at his inſtigation, which we could 
not believe of ſo great a prince, after the proffers of friendſhip | which 
he had made to us, for that had he been inclined to hoſtility, he would 
have met us in the field, but tha in eee a ene 7 
day or night, 0a alike to us. Gp A bY LH 0 Mat ee ieee 
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The Mexican Soda! was very  doubeful wide 4 e Jet he 
| confidertd the events which had paſſed. Aſter a variety of determina- 
tions he at length ſent to us fix of his firſt nobility, with a preſent: of-- 
gold to the value of two thouſand crowns; and ſeveral bales of fine 
mantles. When the ambaſſadors came into the preſence of Cortes, 
faluting him with profound reſpect, they delivered a meſſage from their 
monarch, wherein he laboured to exculpate himſelf in regard to what 
had happened in Cholula, and concluded by inviting us to his court. 
Cortes entertained theſe perſons with his uſual politeneſs, and retaining 
three of them to go with us as guides, fent the others back to inform 
their monarch that he was ſetting out upon his march. When the 
Tlaſcalan chiefs heard our determination, they renewed to Cortes their 
warnings to beware of Mexican treachery, but added, that if he was 
determined to proceed, they would fend with him ten thouſand of their 5 
warriors. Cortes thanking them obſerved,” that fuch a body would 
not accord well with an amicable viſit, but requeſted one thouſand men 
for the e baggage and artillery, which number was inſtundy provided. 


Our 


of Cholula, where the treaſon-which was meditated againſt = 


„ 
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the Mexicans, now! petitioned for leave to return to their homes: 
Cortes diſmiſſed them with handſome preſents, and having written to 


Juan: os — coma" n = oa mrs we vie n ; 


on our . ** 


5 


1 


we — Chalula i in . eee 4 out "hi wm 


Foy to reconnoitre, ſupported by light infantry, our arms in order, 


and the eavalry by threes! in front. Marehing on thus, , With the 


beard always upon the ſhoulder, we arrived at a little place called 


the hamlet of Iſealpan, in a mountainous ridge i in the diſtrict of Guaxo. 


eingo, four leagues diſtant from Cholula, where we were met by the 
chiefs, accompanied by others who inhabit the-ſkirts of the volcano. 


Cortes he ſhould receive it, not con 


ering how much it was worth, 


going to Mexico, as being a very ſtrong city and the inhabitants war- 
like, and they alſo told us, that on aſcending the next mountain, we 


Chalco, the other to Talmanalco, both, places ſubject to the Mexicans. 
That the one road was very open and convenient, the other difficult, 
being obſtructed by large pine trees felled: acroſs it, and that the firſt 


mentioned road, had an ambuſcade of Mexicans laid hard by it, among 


ſome rocks, in order to fall upon us as we paſſed ; they therefore recom- 


ſend a number of their people to clear it. Cortes expreſſed his gratitude 
for their advice, PA . A e God's eee he would þ aprecye his 


Pm: Merten bl 
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Early on the momning of 1 next 11 we ſet forwich's on our anch 
and reached the ſummit of the ridge about twelve o'clock, where we 
found the roads as they had been' deſcribed to us, ſome of the felled 
trees being to be ſeen at this day. Here we halted a little in order to 
conſider how we ſhould proceed, and — calling upon the ambaſſa- 

dors 


mended us to go by that where the trees had been felled, offering to 


They brought preſents of proviſions and gold. of trifling value, telling 
dut the inclination of thoſe who gave it. They adviſed us againſt 


ſhould find tyro roads, very broad, one whereof went to a place called 


„5 


5 be nas * 


tors of the great Montezuma, enquired of them che meaning of "theſe 
2 ſhould bs well received, and chat the: other 
longer and more difficult. Hereupon Cortes ſaid, that he not- 
| withſtanding prefer it, and our Indian allies clearing the way: before us, 5 
we proceeded up the mountain, where the weather was exceedingly 
cold, and preſently came a very heavy fall of ſnow, ſo that the whole 
country was covered with it. Aſter ſome time we arrived at oertain 
| houſes Wewer for the eee of. odgin 1 
for that Mg ory ee our . in "gs and at the 
hour of high "maſs arrived at the town of dre eee had 
an hoſpitable reception: meas hbouring di that 
s to fay of Chalco, Mecameca chere Wes are kept, 
er. on Cortes” hers: with a a pat of gold woah about a hundred 85 
_ 4 kindly; ung chem Wee and em umber of the na- 
Fc tives being now collected, he deſired the reverend father of A 
mercy to explain to them the doctrines of our holy faith, and e 
them to renounce their idolatrous : worſhip ; he alſo informe: 16f 
the great t power of our monarch; and that we canio-in-his name 16 
[ — wrongs. When the people heard this, they 
eret complaints of the tyranny of Montezuma, Who depend e 
their wives and daughters if handſome, and took the men to work like 
* {laves, compelling them to convey for him, ſtones, timber, and corn, 
and ſeizing their lands for the ſervice of his idols. Cortes condoled 
with them in kind words, deſiring them to have patience for the pre- 
ſent, and that they ſhould ſoon be redreſſed. He then deſired that ſome 
| : might go, and report to him the ſtate of the road, but e told him 
il = dare Was a0:acteſion, as it was —— cer. hoy are rl 
9 N * 
E — Juſt as we were aug out attended * — Fog, this: 
place, four of the principal nobility of Mexico arrived, and having 
= ps their compliments, , and delivered their preſents, thus addreſſed 
„ | Cortes. 
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Cortes. «' Malintzin, this: preſent our: birds ſends you, ; iſayinig] 
« how he is that you: ſhould take ſo much trouble in coming 
from a diſtant country to ſee him, and that he has already told you 
„ he will give you gold, ſilver, and chalchihuis for your. Teules, 
4 bn condition that you will not approach Mexico. He now repeats 
1 his requeſt, and promiſes that he will ſend after you, a great treaſure 
© of gold, ſilver, and jewels; for your king, four loads of gold for 
vyourſelf, and à load for each of your brethren, on condition you 
i return immetliately ; for as to advancing to Mexico, that, you 
cannot do, as the whole force of the Mexican warriors is in arms 
againſt you: and moreover, there is no good road thither, nor are 
„ proviſions to be had.“ Cortes embraced the arnbaſſadors with much 
urbanity, and returned his thanks for the preſent, ſaying, that he was 
ſurpriſed to find the great Montezuma ſo variable in his mind. In re- 
gard to his offers of treaſure for the emperor, he thanked him, and for 
what had been received, ſaid he hoped to pay in future ſervices; but 
ſubmitted to him, how he could poſſibly turn back, when ſo near his 
royal -reſidence,' without taking that opportunity of paying his reſpects, 
and obeying his maſters orders; and begged him alſo to conſider; what 
opinion he would entertain of perſons he had ſent on ſimilar buſineſs, 
ſhould they act in the manner he required us to do. To his capital. 
our monarch expected we ſhould go, and / therefore it was uſcleſs to 
ſend any more ſuch meſſages, for he muſt wait upon his Majeſty, and 
deliver his meſſage to him in perſon: and afterwards, if our remaining 
there was not agreeable, he n eee ge, tis nk and return to the 
er ue enen he came. Hine nok bus seni 10 2991109 YMI0G 
Having g n diſ arch Modis uma 85 Waben we ; colttinoet 
our: ac Our allies had informed us that Montezuma was to permit 
us to enter the city, and there put us all to death; this we well knew, 
and being like other mortals fond of our lives, it filled us with melan- 
choly thoughts. Recommending our ſouls therefore to our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who had brought us through our paſt dangers, we proceeded, 
— nn at a place called Iztapalatengo, one half of the houſes of 
| 8 which 
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which is in the! water,” and the other half on frm row, "hardy 3 | 
Ine ide of _ e r e aff fray 


yd in Pay enki: ele we were 1 ts tony tary; 


"yy ; 


| emi) canis to inform us, that's great number of Mexicans,” richly 


dreſſed, were upan the road. Cortes therefore ordered us. to return into 
our quarters, and at thit inſtant four of the principal cqurtikrs of Mexico 
arrived, and waiting on Cortes with great reſpect informed him, that 
Cacamatz in lord of Tezcuco, the nephew of the great Montezuma, was 
approaching, and requeſted] that he would wait to receive him. Caca- 
matzin followed in the greateſt pomp, carried in a magnificent litter 
adorned with green plumes, and enriched with — ſet in the 


branched pillars. of ſolid' gold. He Was borne by eighu lords, who 


aſſiſtecl him out of the litter, and fwept the way by which he was to 
paſs. When he came into the preſence of Cortes he ſaid to him, 
« Malintzin, here am I and thoſe lords to attend you to your reſidence 
in our city, by order of the great Montezuma.“ Cortes embraced 
the prince, and preſented him with three jewels of that kind called 


- margajitas, which are figured in different colours. We then ſet forward 


on the road ta Mexico, which was crowded with multitudes of the na- 
tives, and arrived at che cauſeway: of Iztapalapa, which leads to that | 


capital. When we beheld the number of populous towns an the water 
and firm ground, and that broad cauſeway, running ſtraight and level 


to the city, we could compare it to nothing but the enchanted ſcenes we 
had read of in Amadis of Gaul, from the great towers and temples, and 


other edifices of lime and ſtone which ſeemed to riſe out of the water. 


To many of us it appeared doubtful whether we were aſleep or awake; 


nor is the manner in which I expreſs. myſelf to be wondered at, for it 


muſt be conſidered; that never yet did: man fee; hear, or dream of _p 


ee equal to the one 5 . ty dur ko on big ap 


When we . ane we were e han Fs | 
1 lords of that country, relations of Montezuma, who conducted 
us to our lodgings there, in palaces magaificently built of ſtone, ' and 


the 


1 


the timber of which was cedar, with e courts, and apartments 
furniſhed with canop After having contem- 
plated theſe noble l Al e gardens, which were 
admirable to behold from the variety of beautif ul and aromatic plants . 
and the numerous alleys filled th fruit trees, roſes, and various 
flowers. Here was alſo a lake of the cleareſt water, which communi- 
cated with the grand lake of Mexico by a channel cut for the purpoſe, 
and capable of admitting the Largeſt canees. The whole was orha- 
mented with works af art, (painted, ant atmimbly plaiſtered and 
whitened, and it was rendered more delightful by numbers of beautiful 
birds. When I beheld the ſcenes that were around me, I thou 


within myſelf that this was the garden of the world! This place, was 
at the time of which. L am ſpeaking, with one half of. the houſes in the 
Water, and, the other half an dry land; but all is deſtroyed, and that 
which Was u lake is now a tract of fields of Indian corn, and ſo cer 
altered that the ate themſelves could bad a it. 5 a N 
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; proceeded by the grand catiſeway,” which ! is eight yards wide, and runs 
in a ſtraight line to the city of Mexico. It was crowded with people, 
as were all the towers, temples, and cauſeways, in every part of the 
lake, attracted by curioſity to behold men, and animals, ſuch as never 
had been before ſeen in theſe countries. We were occupied by very 
different thoughts; our number did not amount to four hundred and 
fifty, we had perfectly in our recollection the accounts we had received 
on our march, that we were to be put to death on our arrival in the 
city which we now ſaw before us, approachable only by cauſeways, 
whereon were ſeveral bridges, the breaking of one of which effectually 
cut off our retreat. And now let who can, tell me, where are men in 


this world to be found except ourſelves, who would have hazarded 
ſuch an attempt ? 


- 90 = 4 2 * £ its; * 
* - 4 w— e 
* * . 4 . 


_ r 
2 


14 * „ | "> v9 5X 8 r 
& , = . 24 Var r 
ZN Y ; _ 
+ 1 
U 
"FE 
= | | | | 
| a} - * , a A 1 * : N > 3 , . * wg” 2 * 
| 1 HO EE © NP * 43 + We 65 44 l 4 / . $ 13 
| 1 W < * 4 A. - a r 
Y - CO 4 > + E 1 "Yo 1 
18 men LEST. " CH; Or Dot 
q Y d 
| | * * * 7 F 
If > | OY $f Ly 1 # . 2 * 1 Fa . + . f 2 ? ? 7 27418 
\ 1 > * — 4 
1 11 * FE 4 oi 1. 14 g * * i 1 : $ 
48 | <4 4 in nen 0 1111, 
*j | a ; * c 
4.3 | 0 L * - 
= 22 FF. #7 
4 — W 1 £ f { 1041 
{By 
1 5 1 70 
4 4 v& -: 3.3 SLY 1 
1 : - 4 $ - af 3 * 4 od 5 1 #1 C3, 
1 of . 3 
&r * 4 4 
7 1 1 TEE) OOTY bx359 
/ | Mexic, Nev. 806. I 181 . Dale of that Court and OB. 
A un. | e an Occurrences ages ww nec 
8 | 9 . 14 1944 
5 1 > 128 5 1 ö » . 7 * * 4 73 
*F: ; 4 = 1 be » 4 1 11. W : 14 914 *. 7 : wes $.> x wo, -& + #4 * 
| | I 1 3 * 4 F 17 * Pig on 
Fe '4 SA 1 : | 20 1 * 1 k c 1 " 24 2 y * 7 4 L —_ a > 
3 4101 15 I l 10 11711 „ 
5 JN n ext d: 8 t, accom 4 as wiki 0 nd 
= e Ni t day we ou a as on t mer one, a 
I: 
| 
| 
| 
\P 
Re, 
© 
4 1 J 


— 
- <9; 
N 3 
e 


—_ , K 
. — 
— 


on: —— * — hw > . 
02A ages: — — * 
- 4 SIA 


When we arrived at a place where a ſmall cauſeway turns off, 
which goes to the city of Cuyoacan, we were met by a great number 
of the lords of the court in their richeſt dreſſes, ſent as they ſaid before 
the great Montezuma, to bid us welcome. After waiting there ſome 

time, the nephew of Montezuma and other noblemen went back to 
meet their monarch, who approached, carried in a moſt magnificent 
litter, which was ſupported by his principal nobility. When we came 
near certain towers which are almoſt cloſe to the city, Montezuma who 


was 
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wWas chen there quitted his litter, and was borne in the arms of the 
princes of Tezcuco, Iztapalapa, Tacuha, and Cuyoaran, under a canopy of 
the richeſt materials, ornamented with green feathers, gold, and precious 
ſtones that hung in the manner of fringe; he was maſt richly dreſſed 
and' adorned, and wore buſkins of pure gold ornamented with jewels. 
The ptinces who ſupported him were dreſſed in rich habits, different 
from thoſe in which they came to meet us, and others who preceded 
the monarch ſpread mantles on the ground, leſt his feet ſhould touch it. | 
All who attended him, except the four princes, kept their _ fixed 
n the d not go to look wat in * lac. Zi 858 
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When Cos was told chat a. great Monthzl uma Lappriathed; he 
Could from his horſe; and advanced towards him with much re- 
ſpect ; Montezuma bid him welcome, and' Cortes' replied: with a com- 
pliment, and-it appeared to me; that he offered to yield the right hand 
to Montezuma, who declined: it, and put Cortes on his right. Our 
general then prod uced a collar of thoſe artificial jewels called margajitas, 
which are of various colours, ſet in gold, and threw it upon the neck 
of Montezuma; after which, he advanced to embrace him, but the 
lords who ſurrounded the monarch, taking him by the arm, prevented 
him, it appearing to them not ſufficiently reſpectful. Cortes then 
ſaid, that he rejoiced in having ſeen fo great a monarch, and that he 
was highly honored by his coming out to meet him, as well as by the 
many other marks of his favor. To-this Montezuma made a gracious 
reply, and gave orders to the princes of Tezcuco and Cuyoacan to attend 
us to our quarters, Attended by his nobility, he then returned to the 
city, all the people ſtanding cloſe to the walls, without daring to lift up 
hes eyes, and thus we paſſed, without obſtruction from the crowd. 
10 could count the multitude of men, women, and children, which 
thronged the ſtreets, the eanals, and terraces on the tops of the houſes, 
on that day]! The whole of what I ſaw on this occaſion is ſo. ſtrongly 
imprinted in my memory, that it appears to me as if it had happened 
only yeſterday : glory to our Lord Jefus Chriſt, who gave us courage 
to venture upon ſuch dangers, and brought us fafely through them.! 
4 And. 
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„ Or 1 were meonided in 9 buildings * = len þ in- 
habited by the father of Montezuma: "here the monarch! had the temples 
of his gods, and a ſecret treaſure of gold and valusbles, which he had 
derived from his father Axayaca. We were lodged hers, becauſe being 
coriſidered as n they thought we were in our prqper place amongſt 
their idols. Be it how it may however, here they brought us to led 
in large apartments, a raiſed platform being aſſigned for our general, 
and mats for each of us, with little canopies over them, ſuch as are uſed 
in that country. The whole of chis palace was very light, airy, clean, 
and pleaſant, the entry being through a great court. Montezuma here 
led Cottes by the hand to the apartment deſtined for him and taking. a 
large collar of gold, placed it round the general's, neck. Cortes de- 
clared his gratitude for theſe favors, and Montezuma ſaid, Malintzin, 
„ here you and your friends are at home; now repoſe yourſelves,” 
With theſe words he departed. We were allotted to our quarters by 
companies, our artillery was poſted in, a convenient place, and all was 
arranged in ſuch a manner as to be prepared for any contingency; a 
very ſumptuous entertainment was provided for us, Which we ſat = 
to with great ſatisfaction, and here ends the true and full account of our 
adventurous and magnanimous entry into Mexico, on rhe eighth day of 


November, in the year of e our Lord I 5 196, Glogy: be to wu Chriſt 
for all! 


4 


When hs great om had made his. ropall, and ee 
that we had done the ſame, attended by a great body of his nobility he 
came to our apartments. Cortes went out to the middle of the hall to 
receive him, where Montezuma took him by the hand, and ſeats richly 
ornamented being brought, they both fat down, by the deſire of the 
king, who then began a very pertinent ſpeech, wherein he obſerved, 
that he rejoiced to have in his dominions captains ſo brave as Cortes and 

his 


6 1380 


his-aſfociates; that he had before heard of one who had arrived at 
Champoton, and alſo. of another who had come with four ſhips in the 
preceding year; that he had been anxious to fee them, but had been 
difappointed : nom however that we were arrived, he was happy to 
offer us all the favor he had in his power to beſtow, for we were 
undoubtedly thoſe who had been mentioned by his anceſtors, who had 
predicted, that there would come certain men, from that part where 
the ſun riſes, to govern theſe countries; and it could mean no other 
but us, who had: fought ſo valiantly ſince our arrival in their country ; 
a repreſentation, of each of our battles having been ſent to him. Cortes 
replied, that he and all of us never could repay the great favors we 
every day received from his hands: that we certainly were thoſe of 
whom it had been prophecied, and that we were vaſſals of a potent 
monarch named Don Carlos, who had many and great princes ſubject 
ta him, and had ſent us, hearing of the fame and grandeur of king 
Montezuma, to requeſt in his name, that the great Montezuma and his 
ſubjects would embrace the holy chriſtian faith, which is the faith pro- 
feſſed by our monarch, by doing which he would preſerve the ſouls of 
him, his family, and ſubjects; and that he ſhould in good time be in- 
formed of more particulars, ſuch as that we worſhipped the only true 
God, with many other things highly edifying to the hearers. This 
converſation being, concluded, Montezuma. preſented. our general with a 
quantity of valuable ornaments of wrought gold ; to each of the captains 
he made a preſent of ſome gold and three loads of mantles, and to each 
ſoldier of two loads of richly wrought mantles; and all this he did in the 
maſt free and gracious manner, or to ſpeak more properly, like a great 
monarch as he was. Montezuma then aſked Cortes if his ſoldiers were 
all brothers, and vaſſals of our emperor. To which Cortes zeplied, - 
that we were all brothers in love and friendſhip, perſons of conſequence 
in our own country, and ſervants of our ſovereign lord the king. 
With mutual compliments Montezuma then departed, having given 
orders to his officers to provide us amply according to our demands, 
with corn, ſtone mills, and women to make bread, together with fowls, 
and an — of graſs mn | 
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The next day was 2 on by Cortes, for his viſit to Montezuma. 
K attended by Captains Pedro de Alvarado, Juan Velaſquez 
de Leon, Diego de Ordas, Gonzalo de Sandoval, and five ſoldiers, he 


went to his palace, which as ſoon as Montezuma was informed of, he 
came as far as the middle of the hall to meet us, attended by his rela- 


tions, no other perſons being allowed to enter where he was, except on 


took Cortes by the hand, and leading him to the elevated part of the 


moſt important buſineſs. With great ceremony on each ſide, the king 


ſaloon, placed him upon his right, and with much affability, deſired 


the reſt of us to be ſeated. Cortes then proceeded to ſay, that he came 
to him for the ſervice of the Lord God whom the chriſtians adored. 


who was named Jeſus: Chriſt, and who ſuffered death for our fakes. | 
He alſo explained to him, that we adored the croſs as the emblem of 


the crucifixion for our ſalvation, whereby the human race was redeemed, 
and that our Lord on the third day roſe, and is in heaven, and that it 


is he who created heaven, and earth, and ſea, and is adored by us as 
our Creator; but that thoſe things which he held to be gods, were 


not ſuch, but devils, which are very bad things, of evil countenances, 


and worſe deeds; and that he might judge how wicked they were, 


and how little power they had, in as much as where ever we placed 


croſſes, they dare not ſhew their faces. He therefore requeſted; that he 
would attend to what he had told him, which was, that we were all» 
brothers, the children of Adam and Eve, and that as ſuch, our emperor 
lamenting the loſs of ſouls in ſuch numbers as thoſe which were 
brought by his idols into everlaſting flames, had ſent us to apply a 
remedy: thereto, by putting an end to the worſhip: of theſe falſe gods, 
to human' ſacrifices, and all other crimes; and that he now came to 
notify his -Majeſty's intentions, but our emperor would at a future 


— 


Fi idee Cortes Abd; vial REP ** to . an n; 
tion to reply, but Cortes obſerving that this was enough for the firſt 


time, propoſed to us to retire, and we were preparing to do ſo, when 
we were prevented by Montezuma | who fpoke to him as follows. 


« Malintzin, 


& 
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67) 
* Malintzin, I have aveady heard through my eee of thoſe 


*a 
Ko 


«© made no reply, becauſe we have from the firſt worſhipped the gods 
„we now do, and conſider them as juſt and good. 80 no doubt are 


„yours. In regard to the creation of the world, our beliefs are the 


« fame, and we alſo believe you to be the people who were to come to 


us from where the ſun riſes. To your great king I am indebted. 
a PHE" have been already perſons on our coaſts, from your country; 
41 wiſh to know if you are all the ſame people. To which Cortes 
having g replied that they were all ſubjects of the ſame prince, Mon- 
tezuma ſaid, that from the firſt time he heard of them, it had been his 


wiſh to ſee them, which his gods had now granted him; that we 


ſhould therefore conſider ourſelves as at home, and if ever we were re- 
fluſed entrance into any of his cities, it was not his fault, but that of 


his ſubjects, who were terrified by the reports they heard of us, ſuch 


as that we carried with us thunder and lightning, that our horſes killed 
men; and. that we were furious Teules, with other follies of that kind; 

adding, that he ſaw we were men, that we were valiant and wiſe, 

for which he eſteemed us, and would give us proofs thereof. For this 
condeſcenſion we all expreſſed our gratitude. He then addreſſed himſelf 
to Cortes in a laughing manner, for he was very gay in converſation 
when he was in his Nate, ſaying, ** Malintzin, the Tlaſcalans your 
new friends have 1 know told you that I am like a god, and that 
all about me is gold, and ſilver, and precious ſtones; but you now 
ſee that I am mere fleſh and blood, and that my houſes are built like 
* other houſes, of lime and ſtone, and timber. It is true that I am a 
great king, and in herit riches from my anceſtors; but for theſe 


„ ridiculous fal ſehoods, you treat them with the ſame contempt, that 


4% J do the ſtories I was told of your commanding the elements.” 

To which Cortes good- humouredly replied, that the accounts of enemies 
were not to be relied on, paying him at the ſame time a handſome com- 
pliment, upon his power and grandeur. During this converſation 
Montezuma had made a ſign to one of his principal attendants, to order 


ä to 


things which you now mention, and to which hitherto we have 


Lan officers to bring him certain pieces of gold, which he had laid apart 


— — CR” 


a . 
— 7 " % * 
oY , X 2 > dg — * 1 
r — 8 P - $3% By A <2 8 ** 9 * . N N 4 — pn 
y — — £ Pe = r _ F 4 — 2 2 — ents 8 3 1 22 4 " | ** 
aA > . 4 J 2 — war» 2 * ” * * 8 — N 2 — Ko 7 * — FAST, 7 * <a : — — 
Ss 2 B92 4 3 , N. 2 2 3 Pere * — I A - 4 -; 9 2 r — . . 1 *. pu . ode. — I. . 2 —— * c | . , a, 
= — bo o 6 + — » . by _ . 4 = —— 1 = 8 — — * py _—_— w q + - ” * 2 - * * _ * 
: DO LN i, 6-0, TS e 2 e 88 . n : XBL pave... * r PEO 5 — — * —— r P wa" 8 — g "owe 

8 4 hoon eat, WWA ¶ og PD * — may % IS. £ . r — 2 . ˙ K — N n + b ara Deng 8 — bay 2 bs 2 os —_———G 


— 


— —— 
22 8 — 


— 
— U . 
=____—— 
” - — a We 
© 
%. "I 


- 0 — — ” — 
— 
= np = 


* 
—— CIS * — w * 
_ © 
— — .. - ns -- x Mw z 
- 1 _— Us 
4 * . — 
— * <—— Pe. * 5 
- 


— 


2 
* hs 
— . — 
— — — — 
: ; - 


BO .  «& } 


to give to Cortes. together with ten "yy of fine ſtuffs, which he 
divided between Cortes and his captains, +and to every ſoldier he gave 
two collars of gold, each worth ten crowns, and two loads of mantles. 
The gold amounted in value to upwards of a thouſand crowns ; and he 
gave-it with an affability, and indifference, which made him appear a 
truly magnificent prince. It being now paſt midday, Cortes took his 
leave, obſerving that it was his Majeſty's hour of dinner, and that he 
heaped obligations upon us; to which Montezuma replied, that on the 
contrary we had obliged him. We then retired, impreſſed with re- 
ſpe& for the great PRIOR N bis e manners 1 
eg IEC | 
. The 3 8 was at adn time naps about — years, of 
5 good ſtature, well proportioned, and thin: his complexion was much 
fairer than that of the Indians; he wore his hair ſhort, juſt covering 
his ears, with very little beard, well arranged, thin, and black. His 
5 face was rather long, with a pleaſant countenance, and good eyes; 
if e gravity and good humour were blended together when he ſpoke. He 
was very delicate and clean in his perſon, bathing himſelf every evening. 
He had a number of miſtreſſes, of the firſt families, and two Dame 
his lawful wives: when he viſited them, it was with ſuch ſecrecy, 
none could know it except his own ſervants. He was dear of al ſul- 
picion of unnatural vices. The clothes which he wore one day, he did 
not put on for four days after, He had two hundred of his nobility as 
a guard, in apartments adjoining his own.. Of theſe, certain perſons 
is only, could ſpeak to him, and when they went to wait upon him they 
{8 took aff their rich mantles, and put on others of leſs ornament, but 5 
clean. They entered his apartment barefooted, their eyes fixed on the 
ground, and making three inclinations of the body as they approached 
him. In addreſſing the king they ſaid, Lord, my lord, great lard.” 
When they had finiſhed he diſmiſſed them with a few words, and they 
retired, with their faces towards him, and their eyes fixed upon the 
ground. 1 alſo obſerved, that when great men came from a diſtance 
about buſineks tber entered his palace Dane. and in a plain habit; 
and 
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| His coder had We of dan e different: ui of — lth 
21 they had earthen veſſels fo contrived: as to keep them always hot. 
For the table of Montezuma himſelf, above three hundred difhes were 
dreſſed, and for his guards, above a thouſand. - Before dinner, Mon- 
tezuma would ſometimes go out and inſpect the preparations, and his: 
officers would point out to him which were the beft, and explained of 
hat birds and fleſh they were compoſed; and of : thoſe he would eat. 
But this was more for. amuſement than any thing elfe. It is faid that 
at times the fleſh of young children was dreſſed for him; but the ordi- 
nary meats were, domeſtic fowls, pheaſants, geeſe, partridges, qualls, 
veniſon, Indian hogs, pigeons; hares, and rabbits, with many other 
animals and birds peculiar to the country. This is certain; that after 
Cortes had fpoken to him relative to the dreſſing human fleſh, it was 
not practiſed in his palace. At his meals, in the cold weather, a 
number of torches of the bark of a wood which makes no ſmoke. * 
has an aromatic fmell, were lighted, and that: they ſhould not throw 
too much heat, ſcreens, ornamented with gold, and painted with 
figures of idols, were placed before them. Montezuma was feated on 
2 low throne, or chair, at a table proportioned to the height of his ſcat. g 
The table was covered with white cloths and napkins, and four beau- 
tiful women preſented him with water for his hands, in veſfels which 
they call Xicales, with other veſſels under them like plates, to catch the 
water; they alſo. preſented him with towels. Then, two other women 
| brought ſmall cakes of bread, and when the king began to cat, a large 
ſcreen-of wood, gilt, was placed before him, fo that people ſdould no 
during that time ſee him. The women having retired to a little diſtance, - 
four ancient lords ſtood by the throne, to whom Montezuma from time 
to time ſpoke or addreſſed queſtions, and as a mark of particular favor, 
gave to each of them a plate of that which he was eating. I was told 
that theſe old lords, who were his near relations, were alſo counſellors : 
and xd judges: The N which Montez uma nn to them, they 
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received with high reſpect, eating what was in chem without taking: 
their eyes off the ground. He was ſerved on earthenware of Cholula, 
red and black. While the king was at table, no one of his guards, or 
in the vicinity of his apartment, dared for their lives make any noiſe. 
Fruit of all the kinds that the country produced was laid before him ;: 
he eat very little, but from time to time, a liquor prepared from cocoa, 
and of a ſtimulative, or corroborative quality, as we were told, was 
preſented to him in golden cups. We could not at that time ſee if he 
drank it or not, but J obſerved a number of jars, above fifty, brought 
in, filled with foaming chocolate, of which he took ſome, which the 
woinen preſented to him. At different intervals during the time of 
dinner, there entered certain Indians, hump- backed, very deformed, 
and ugly, who played tricks of buffoonery, and others who they ſaid 
were jeſters. There was alſo a company of ſingers and dancers, who 
afforded Montezuma much entertaiment. .To theſe he ordered the vaſes 
of chocolate to be diſtributed. The four female attendants then took 
away the cloths, and again with much reſpect preſented him with 
water to waſh his hands, during which time Montezuma converſed 
with the four old noblemen formerly mentioned, after which they took 
their leave with many ceremonies. One thing I forgot, and no wonder, 
to mention in its place, and that is, that during the time Montezuma 
was at dinner, two very beautiful women were buſily employed making 
ſmall cakes with eggs and other things mixed therein. Theſe were 
delicately white, and when made they preſented them to him on plates 
covered with napkins. Alſo another kind of bread was brought to him 
in long loaves, and plates of cakes reſembling wafers. After he had 
dined, they pręſented to him three little canes highly orramented, con- 
taining liquid amber, mixed with an herb they call tobacco; and 
when he had ſufficiently viewed and heard the ſingers, dancers, and 
buffoons, he took a little of the ſmoke of one of theſe canes, and then 
laid himſelf down to ſleep; and thus his principal meal concluded. 
After this was over, all his guards and domeſtics ſat down to dinner, 
and as near as I could judge, above a thouſand plates of thoſe eatables 
that 1 have mentioned were laid before them, with veſſels of foaming - 
chocolate 
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chocolate, and fruit in an idnjindnſe quantity. For his wornen and va- 
rious inferior ſervants, his eſtabliſhment was of a prodi gious expence; 
and we were aſtoniſhed, amidſt ſuch a profuſion, at the vaſt regularity 
that prevailed. - His major domo was at this time a Prince named Ta- 
piea; he kept the accounts of Montezuma's rents, in books which 
occupied an entire houſe. Montezuma had two buildin gs filled with 
every kind of arms, richly ornamented with gold and jewels, ſuch as 


ſhields large and ſmall, clubs like two-Handed' fwords; and lances mucli 


larger than ours, with blades fix. feet in length; ſo ſtrong that if they 
fix in a ſhield they do not break, and. Nai enough to uſe as razors. 
There was alfo an immenſe quantity of bows. and arrows, and darts, 
together with flings,' and: ſhields which roll up into a ſmall compaſs, 
and in action are let fall and thereby cover the whole body. He had 
alſo much defenſive armour of quilted cotton ornamented with feathers 
in different devices, and caſques for the head, made of wood and bone, 
with ; of feathers, and (EP: other articles too tedious. to 
mention. FF C a : t 
* n "this 8 was a FR" magnificent aviary, which contained 
every: deſcription.of birds that continent afforded, namely, royal eagles, 
and a ſmaller ſpecies, with many other birds, down to the ſmalleſt 
parroquets, of beautiful colours. It was here that the ornaments of 
green feathers were fabricated. The feathers were taken from birds 
which are of the ſize of our pyes in Spain, and which they call here 
Quetzales, and other birds, whoſe plumage is of five different colours, 
green, red, white, yellow, and blue. The name of this ſpecies of 
bird I do not know. Here was alſo an immenſity of parrots, and cer- 
tain geeſe of fine plumage, and a ſpecies which reſembled geeſe. All 
theſe bred here, and were ſtripped of their feathers every year at the 
proper ſeaſon. Here was a large pond of clear running water, where 
were a number of great birds, entirely red, with very long legs; there 
are ſome like them in the Iſland of Cuba, which they call Ipiris. 
There was alſo a eie which lives Aan 1 in The water, | 
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We likewiſe ſaw another great building. which n a mple, 

and which contained ; thoſe which: were called the valiant or fighting | 

R gods, and here were many kinds of furious beaſts, tygers, and lions of 
two ſpecies, one of which reſembles a wolf, called here Adive. Alſo 
-foxes,. and other ſmaller animals, but all carnivorons. Moſt of theſe 
were bred in the place, being fed with game, fowls;: dogs, and as 1 
have heard the bodies of Indians who were facrificed;; the manner of 
| which as I have been informed is this. They open the body of the 
victim while living, with large knives of ſtone ; they take out his 
| heart, and blood, which they offer to their gods, and then they cut off 
| the limbs, and the head, upon which: they. feaſt; giving the body to 
be devoured by the wild beaſts, and the fkulls they kang up in their 
temples. In this accurſed place were many: vipers, and poiſonous ſer- 
pents which have in their tails ſome what that founds like caſtanets 
theſe are the moſt dangerous of all, and were kept in veſſels filled with 
feathers, where they reared their young, and were fed with the fleſh of 
human beings, and dogs; and I have been aſſured, that after. our ex- 
pulſion from Mexico, all theſe animals lived for many days upon the 
bodies of our comrades who were killed on that occafion. Theſe beaſts 
and horrid reptiles were retained - to keep company with their infernal 
gods, and when theſe «took ne and rk the poles! ſoemed likes 

hell elk. 


The a where the artiſts 1 reſaled Was and EGapu- 
zalco, and was at the diſtance of about a league from the city. Here were 
the ſhops and manufactories of all their gold and filver ſmiths,” whoſe: 
works in theſe metals, and in jewellery, when they were brought to 
Spain, ſurpriſed our ableſt artiſts. Their painters we may alſo judge 
of by what we now ſer, for there are three Indians in Mexico, WhO 
are hamed, Marcos de Aquino, Juan de la Cruz, and Creſpillo, who,. 
if they had lived with Apelles in ancient times, or were compared with 

Michael Angelo or Berruguete in modern times, would not be held in- 

— ferior to them, Their fine manufactures of cotton and feathers, were 
principally brought from the province of Coſtitlan. The women 2 

| — the 
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the family of the great Mantezuma' alſo, of all ranks, were extremely 


ingenious in theſe works, and conſtantly employed; as was. a certain 
ER of * mon lved 9 in the manner of nuns. 


—— of the 70 was a indy eie by Wia deere 8 NO 
of different kinds, ſome: of whom bore a ſtick on their feet, others 
_ flew in the air, and ſome danced like thoſe in Italy called by us Mata- 
chines. Ile chad alſo a number of carpenters and handicraft men con- 
ſtantly in his employ. His gardens, which were of great extent, were 

irrigated by cankls of running water, and: ſhaded with every variety of 
trees. In them were baths of cut ſtone, pavilions for feaſting or retire- 
ment; and theatres for ſhows, and for the dancers and ſingers; all 
which were 43 oh in che Wg TP "Une 1 a number of ee 
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het we „ had "I «Gr 00 in Mexics,: Cortes wiſhed. to nfs; a 


view of the city, and in conſequence — to requeſt the permiſſion of 
his Majeſty. Accordingly, Aguilar, Donna Marina, and a little page 
of our general's called Orteguilla, who already underſtood ſomething of 
the language, went to the palace for that purpoſe. Montezuma was 
pleaſed immediately to accede, but being' apprehenſive that we might 
offer ſome inſult to his temple, he determined to go thither in perſon, 
which he accordingly did, in the ſame form, and with the ſame retinue, 
as when he firſt came out to meet us, hut that he was on this occaſion 
preceded by two lords bearing ſceptres in their hands, which they car- 
ried on high, as a ſignal of the King's approach: Montezuma, in his 
litter, with a fmall rod in his hand, one half of which was gold, and 

the other half wood, and which he bore elevated like a rod of juſtice, 
for ſuch it. was, approached the temple, and there quitted his litter and 
mounted the ſteps, attended by a number of prieſts, and offering in- 
cende, | with many ceremonies, to his war gods. Cortes at the head of 
his cavalry, and the principal part of our ſoldiers under arms, marched 
to the grand ſquare, attended by many noblemen of the court. When 
we arrived there, we were aſtoniſhed at the crowds of people, and the 
regularity 
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regularity which prevailed, as well as at the vaſt quantities of mer- 
chandiſe, which thoſe who attended us were aſſiduous in pointing out. 


Each kind had its particular place, which was diſtinguiſhed by a ſign. 
The articles conſiſted of gold, ſilver, jewels, feathers, mantles, cho- 
colate, ſkins dreſſed and undreſſed, ſandals, and other manufactures of 
the roots and fibres of nequen, and great numbers of male and female 
n ſome of whom | were faſtened by the neck, in collars,” to long 
poles. The meat market was ftocked with fowls, game, and dogs. 
Vegetables, fruits, articles of food ready dreſſed, ſalt, bread, honey, 
and ſweet paſtry made in various ways, were alfo ſold here. Other 


places in the ſquare were appointed to the ſale of n wooden 


houſehold furniture ſuch as tables and benches, firewood paper, ſweet 


canes filled with tobacco mixed with liquid amber, copper axes and 
working tools, and wooden veſſels highly painted. Numbers of wo- 


men ſold fiſn, and little loaves made of a certain mud which they find 
in the lake, and which reſembles cheeſel The makers of ſtone blades 
were buſily employed ſhaping them out of the rough material, and 
the merchants who dealt in gold, had the metal in grains as it came 


from the mines, in tranſparent tubes, ſo that they could be reckoned. 
and the gold was valued at ſo many mantles, or ſo many xiquipils of 


eocoa, according to the ſize of the quills. The entire ſquare was in- 
cloſed in piazzas, under which great quantities of grain were ſtored, 
and where were alſo ſhops for various kinds of goods. I muſt apo- 
logize for adding, that boat loads of human ordure were on the-borders 


of the adjoining canals, for the purpoſe of tanning leather, which they. 


ſaid could not be done without it. Some may laugh at this, but 1 
aſſert the fact is as I have | ſtated it, 555 moreover, upon all the public 
roads, places for paſſengers to reſort to, were built of canes, and 
chal with _ or oe he in by to collect _ . 
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em che ſquare 1 we proceeded to the _ temple, but before we 

hd we made a circuit through a number of large courts, the 
ſmalleſt of which appeared to me to contain more ground than the 
Breatiiſquare in Salamanca, with double incloſures built of lime and 
ſtone, and the courts paved with' large white cut ſtone, very clean; or 
where not paved, they were plaiſtered and poliſſied. When we ap- 
proached the gate of the great temple, to which the aſcent: was by a 
hundred and fourteen ſteps, and before we had mounted one of them, 
Montezuma ſent down to us ſix prieſts, and two of his noblemen, to 
carry Cortes up; as they had done their ſovereign, which he politely 
declined. When we had aſcended to the ſummit of the temple, we 
obſerved on the platform as we paſſed, the large ſtones whereon were 
placed the victims who were to be ſacrificed. Here was a great figure 
vhich reſembled a dragon, and much blood freſh ſpilt. Montezuma 
came out from an adoratory in which his accurſed idols were placed, 
attended by two. prieſts, and addreſſing himſelf to Cortes, expreſſed his 
apprehenſion - that he was eee to which: Cortes me that fa- 
eh unknown uf „„ „ e e 
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the different parts of the city, and its vicinity, all of which were com- 
manded from that place. Here: we had a, clear proſpect of the three 
| exiifeways by which Mexico communicated with the land, and of the 
aqueduct of Chapultepeque, which ſupplied the city with: the fineſt 
water. We were ſtruck with the numbers of canoes, paſling to and 
from the main land, laaded with . proviſions and merchandiſe, and we 
eould now perceive, that in this great city, and all the others of that 
neighbourhood which were built in the water, the hauſes ſtood ſepa- 
rate from each other, communicating only by ſmall drawbridges. , and 
by boats, and that they were built with terraced tops. We obſerved 
alſo the temples and adoratories of the adjacent cities, built in the form 
of towers and fortreſſes, and others on the cauſeway, all white waſhed, 
and wonderfully brilliant. The noiſe and buſtle of the market - place 
below us could be heard almoſt a league off, and thoſe who had been 
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god, with a great face and terrible eyrs; this figure was entirely coveretd 


_ ant target richly ornamented vrith guld and jewels.| The great idob had 


vas the god. of the infernal regions. He prefided| according to their 
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at Ras An at Conſtantinople lach that lor convenience, regülarity, 


and population, they had never ſcen the like. Cortes naw propped to 
Fra. Bartholonag to apply to Montezuma for ioty to conſtruct 
our church here, to which the fathor for the preſent objected, thinking 
it ill. timed. Cortes then addreſſmg hirnſelf to Montczunta, requeſted 
that he would da him the favour to ſhew us his gods. Montezuma 
having firſt conſulted his prieſts, led us into a-towes here WIS & kind 
of ſalbou. Here were two altars highly adomed, with richly wrought 
timbers an the roof, and over the altars; gigantie figures reſembling 
very fat men. The one om the right was Huitzibopochtli tlieir war 


with gold and jewels, and his body bound with . golden ferpents; in 
his right hand he held a bow, and in lis left a bundle of arrows. The 
little idol which flood by him reproſetited his page, and bore a lamer 


round his neck the figures of: human heads and hearte, nude of pure 
gold and filver, ornamented with precious ſtemes of a blue colour! Bos 
fore the idol was a pan of incenſe, with tlue hearts of human 


victims which were then burning, mixed with copal. The whole of 


that apartment, both walls: and floor, was ſtained with human bibod in 
ſuck quantity as to give. a very effenſive fracl}.; On the teſt us tlie 
other great figure, with a countenance like a. bean, arid; great ſhinmg 
eyes, of the poliſhed ſabftance whereof their rhirrurs are made. The 
body of this idol was alſo covered: with jewels. Theſt two dities, it 
was ſuid, were brothers; the name of this laſt was Deacatepuca, and he 


notions, over the fouls: of men. | His body was covered with: figures 


repreſenting little devils with- tails of ſeopents, an the walls and paves 
ment of this' templt were ſo beſmeared with blood that they frunk worke 


than all the ſlaughtert houſes af. Caſtille., Aw offering lay before him of 
five human heaxts., It the ſutnnit ef the tenaple, and in m reef the 
timber of which was moſt highly ortyamented;/ We: {ia figure bald 
human and the other half reſembling: an alligaton, laid with gewels, 
— with.a mantle. This idol, Was faid 10 contain the 


germ 
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germ. Jendevigin' af all created things, and was the god of Meret. a 
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which was made aft ins af large ſerpents : this inſtrument When 
ſtruck refounded with n noiſe that cd be heand to the diſtanee af two! | 
leagues, and ſu dolefiil that it deſerved to be named the muſic of the in- 
fernal argions ; and with thrir horrible ſounding horus and trumpets, 
their great knives for facrifice, their human victims. and their blood 


beſprinklsd altars, 1 Hevoted chem, and. all, their wickedneſs to God's 
vetgeance, and thought chat the time would never arrive, that I ſnould 
eſuape from this en yy bunmn; ce Horrible __ e a 
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s Onde how. ſo wiſe 2. prince could worſhip ſuch abſurd and wicked 
deen; and propoſed to him to place on the ſummit of that tower a 
in theſe adoratories the image of the holy Virgin, and he 
aſſured him. that the ſhould then be ſoon. convinced of the vanity and de- 
cæption of his idols. Montezuma ſhewed :marks of diſpleaſure at theſe 
expreſſions, ſaying, that he would not have admitted us into the temple, 
had he thought that we would have inſulted their gods, who: were kind 
to them, Wh gave them health and feaſonable rains, good barveſts, 
* es and whatever elle they delixed, and whom they 
were in duty, and in gratitude, bound to worſhip. Cortes dropped 
the diſcourſe, obſerving that it was time for us to go; and Montezuma 
aſſenting, ſaid, it was neceſſary for him to remain, to expiate by ſa- 
crifice the ſin which he had committed, in admitting us there. Cortes 
then took leave, and thus we concluded our viſit to the great wnple of 
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fine weather, vict 


den, Adforadin g the ſteps with much 3 to our . 


1 will now. 8 to 8 hs 8 in n if I am not 


A correct as L ought to be, let it be remembered that my ſituation was : 


2 that 


3 age I — — — „ 7 
_—_ * 
—— - 


. 
% 
* 
* * 
[9 7 


that ef a ſoldier, who was obliged one more atteritive to — of 


| his officer, than to the objects of curioſity around him. The ground 
wphereon this temple ſtood, was as much as fix of the largeſt buildings: 


of this country occupy. From the baſe it diminiſhed to the ſummit, — 
whereon was a tower, in which the idols were placed, and from the 
middle of the aſcent, to the>wp, "5 were five concavities, like barbicans, | 


but without parapets. However there are many paintings of temples/in 
the poſſeſſion of the conquerors, one whereof I have, and thoſe who 


have ſeen them will eaſily form an idea of the outſide of this temple. 
I have heard that at the time they laid the foundations of it, the natives 
of all that country made offerings of their gold, ſilver, and jewels, of 
the ſeeds of the earth, and of priſoners, all which were buried in the 


foundations of the building. The iqaiftive reader will taturally aſk, 
how I came to know any thing of this, which happened upwards of a 
thouſand years ago. I will inform him. When we got poſſeſſion of 


| this great city, and that it was to be built upon a new plan, it was de- 
termined to place the church of St. Jago on the ground where this 
temple ſtood; and i in ſinking the foundations, we found g at quantities 


of gold, filver, and other valuables, and a Mexican who obtained part 


ch there was a 


of the ſame ground, diſcovered more treaſure, about wh 


law- ſuit in ſupport of his Majeſty" s right, the reſult” of Which I am 
ignorant of. The account was alſo confirmed by Guatimotzin who? 


was then alive, and who faid that the tranſaction was recorded in their 
ancient hiſtorical paintings. The church which now ſtands here i is 
called St. Jago el Taltelulco. This temple 1 have before obſerved, Was 
ſurrounded by courts as large as the ſquare of Salamanca, inſide of a 


double incloſure of lime and ſtone. At a little diſtance from it ſtood a 


tower, a true hell or habitation for demons, with a mouth reſembling 


that of an enormous monſter, wide open, and ready as it werè to de- 
vour thoſe who entered. At the door ſtood frightful idols; by it was 


a place for ſacrifice, and within, boilers, and pots full of water, to 


dreſs the fleſh of the victims, which was eaten by the prieſts. The 
idols were like ſerpents and devils, and before them were tables and 


knives for r ſacrifice, the place my: covered with the blood which was 
| - ſpilt 


-% 


. 
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{pilt on thoſe occaſions. - The furniture was like that of a butcher's 
Nall, and I never gave this accurſed building any name except that of 
hell, Having paſſed this, we ſaw great piles of wood, and a reſervoir 
of water, ſupplied by a pipe from the great 'aquedu®t; and crofling a a 
court, We came to another temple, wherein were the tombs of the 
Mexican nobility ; it was begrimed with ſoot and blood. Next to this 
was another, full of ſkeletons, and piles of bones, each kept apart, but 
regularly ranged.” In each temple were idols, and each had alſo its 
particular prieſts, who wore long veſtments of black, ſomewhat be- 
tween the dreſs of the dominicans and our canons; their long hair was 
n $66. eg 11 en ears  lacerated | in honor of their gods. Y 


8 


At a certain diſtance Finn the buildings: of which I have laſt 
me were others, the idols of which were, as they faid, the adyo- 
cates, or ſuperintendent deities of human marriages , and all round the 
great court were many houſes, which were not very lofty, and wherein 
refided the prieſts, and others who, had charge of the idols. Here was 
alſo a great reſervoir of water, ſupplied with pipes, excluſively for the 
ſervice of the two idols Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatepuca, and hard by, 
2 large building, where were a number of the young Mexican women, 

who reſided there as in a nunnery, until they were married. They 

| worſhipped. two female deities, who preſided over - marriages, and to 
them they offered ſacrifices, in order to obtain good huſbands. I have 
been thus diffuſe in my deſcription of this great temple, becauſe it was 
the moſt conſiderable in that city, amongft the many ſumptuous build- 
ings of that kind which it contained. The temple of Cholula however 
was higher than this, having a hundred and twenty ſteps ; it was alſo 
Held in great veneration, and was built en a plan different from that of 
Mexico. The temple at Tezcuco was very large, having a hundred 
and ſeventeen ſteps. All theſe were of different ſtructure, but agreed 
in having a number of outer courts, and a double incloſure. One 
ridiculous circumſtance i is, that each province had its own peculiar 
gods, who were ſuppoſed to have no concern with any other; ſo that 
the idols were innumerable } in this country. Having fatigued ourſelves 
With 


= his temple into a chriſtian church, applied «0: one of the 


within our. 


ment, they found riches without end] The ſecret ſoon tranſpired, and 
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þ 5 perceiving how adverſe the . was ray converſion o 
principal. 

officers of his palace, for materials to conſtruct a. chapel and altar, 
quarters, His defire being made knowh to Montenuma. it 
was inſtantly complied with, and timber and workmen being provided, 
in three days we had it completed, Here we ſaid maſs every day we 
had however to lament the total want of wine for the holy lactament, 


it having been all uſed in the illneſs of Cortes, the reverend father. and 


others, during the wars in Tlaſcala. However we were conſtant in our 


devotions, as well on account of our duty, as in order to impreſs a pro- 
per idea of our holy religion. on the minds of Montezuma and the na- 


tives. Being employed in looking out for a proper place to fix the hay 
croſs, one of our carpenters obſerved an appearance on the wall, as if a 
door had been there, and lately cloſed. up. When this, was made 


known to Cortes, it was privately opened, and on entering the apait-: 


we went, all of us, to view them. I was then a young man, and E 
thought that if all the treaſures of the earth had been brought into h 
place, they could not have amounted. to ſo much. It was agroed to 


cloſe up the door again, and we determined to conceal the en 


of it until the Propec © time ſhould offer. U l nf oh 43 4d 
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A nnd was now 1 compoſed of Cortes as prefident, wich 


N "four captains, and twelve ſoldiers whereof I was one, and having duly: 
conſidered how evidently the Lord guided us, and what wiſe and valiant: 
captains and brave ſoldiers we had, as alſo the fickle diſpoſition of the 


Indians, who though now kind to us, might change, there was no 
ſaying how ſoon, and that notwithſtanding the hoſpitality with which 
Montezuma treated us, he might at any moment fall into an oppoſite 
line of conduct, we reſolved to follow the opinion of Cortes, by adopt- 
ing the moſt effectual meaſure, which: was, to o Kue. and make that 


monarch 


| | 
| | þ | ' 
„ e a | | 
monarch our —— 48 Wo could not know ac what moment we | 
might be perhaps poiſoned in our food, and as no gift of his, nor all 
his fathey' treaſure,” could make compenſation to us for the alarms; 
and diſtreſſing thoughts, which filled the minds of thoſe of any reflec- 1 
tion. For theſe reaſons it was therefore agreed to adopt the meaſure 
without delay. The captains who were preſent propoſed, that Mon- 
tezuma ſhould be induced by a plauſible pretext to come into our quar- 
ters, and when there,” to ſeize him, and if he reſiſted, to make his 
gerfon anſvier it: and they urged, that of the two great dangers, this 
was much the leaſt. It was then obſerved by ſome of our ſoldiers, that 
Monte uria's officers did not provide us ſo plentifully as at the firſt, 
ind two of our Thſcalan allies kad told our interpreter, Aguilar, in 
confidence, that they obſerved a bad difpoſition on the part of the 
Mexicans towards us, for the two laſt 3 This debate laſted a full 
hour; at length it was agrecd to adjourn until the next day, and in the 
mean time we conſulted our reverend father of the order of mercy, 
praying to God to guide us in this difficulty. On the day after this 
debate, arzivod two Indians of Thaſcala very ſecretly, with letters from 
Villa Rica, whereby we were informed, that Juan de Efcalante had 
fallen, wether with fix foldicrs, in a battle with the Mexicans,* and 
that the inhabitants of the mountains and of Cempoal were in commo- 
tion, and refuſed to ſupply proviſions, or to work, fo that the garriſon | 
knew net what to do. Theſe letters added, that the opinion of the In- 
dians' were much ahered ſince they found that the Spaniards could be 
killed like ether men. Gad knows this intelligence afflited us; it was 
the firſt defeat that we had experienced fince we landed on that conti- 
nent; and here let the reflecting readen ponder upon the changes which 
fate takes in the affuirs of men. We who yeſterday were honored by 
Montezuma, in peſſeſſon of wealth, and confidered invulnerable like 
demigods, to day found ourſelves lowered in the confideration of the 


natives to a level with them in. whoſe power we were. We now 
| therefore ö 
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* Cortes received the intelligence of this event in Cholula. 
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therefore ſaw in a ſtronger point of view than ever, how neceſſary 
was for our very exiſtence to ſeize Montezuma, and that if we failed, 
we ht as well periſh. in the attempt as meet our certain fate i in any 
other way. But before I go farther I will give. an u of Gen mis· 
ene which befel Juan de AN nh 2 98 
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oh 1 Ls 0 a, * in a town bee ee eee 
thirty chiefs of the neighbouring diſtricts had voluntarily! come under 
our government. A Mexican garriſon, it appears, attempted to levy 
contributions upon ſome of theſe people. When this was repreſented 
to Eſcalante the commandant i in Villa Rica, he ſent word to the officers _ 

: of Montezuma to deſiſt, threatening them in caſe they did not, but _— 
the ſame time expreſſing his wiſhes to be on friendly terms with them. 

To this an abrupt reply was returned, that he ſhould/find them in the 
field. Eſcalante was a man who had blood in his eye, and on receiving 
this anſwer he immediately prepared forty of his own people, and two 
thouſand of his allies, and put himſelf in march againſt the Mexicans, | 

| whom he met out upon a pillaging expedition, and attacked. Our 
allies who were always afraid of the Mexicans, fled at the firſt ſhower 
of arrows, and left the poor Spaniards to get out of the buſineſs as well 
as they could. With great difficulty they arrived at Almeria, where 
Eſcalante and ſix ſoldiers ſoon died of their wounds. | One ſoldier r they 
took alive; his name was Arguello, a native of Leon; this man had a 
large head, and thick curled beard, and was of great bodily ſtrength. 
Such is the truth of the affair at Almeria, which is entirely different 
from the account of the hiſtorian Gomara, where he ſays that Pedro de 
Ircio went to colonize Panuco with a party of ſoldiers, at a time when 
we had not a ſufficiency of men to keep up our guards. In many 
things which that hiſtorian relates concerning the ſeizure of Montezuma, 
he ought to have recollected . Hs wines to that enen wer 
wm teh to contradict. him, ni betet eit e r en „ Wiiatt 


The Mexican captains reported the affair to Montezuma, and pre- 
n um with the head * the b MN — who died bg 
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C , e were briggins: him priſoner. It is faid that Mon- 
teauma treinbled vyhen he beheld it, and ordered it to be ſent elſewhere; 


He aſked his captains” why, being ſo numerous, they had not con- | 


_ quered ſuch i handful of men; they replied, [that the reaſon was, be- 
cauſe they beheld a ſupernatural being, who encouraged the Spaniards, 
and firuck terror into their people; and this Montezuma believed could 
be no other than the holy Virgin Mary, with her ſon in her arms, as 
we had erplained do him that ſhe was our patroneſs. This I cannot 
teſtify to, not having been there myſelf, but ſome of thoſe who were 
thao lhe! me of the truth of it, and it was the univerſal belief 
amongſt us. Would to God that it were ſo ! Certain however it is, 
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1755 5 te Having? ws decided thix 4 we « ſhould ſeize * . of ths A 
we paſſed the whole of the preceding night in praying to our Lord, 
chat he would be pleaſed to guide us fo that hat we were about to do 


ſhould redound to his Haly ſervice, and in the morning * we proceeded 


| pr, xLp4 manner in which our determination was to be carried 
into effect. Qur cayalry and infantry were as uſual in readineſs to turn 
out if called upon, and as it was: always our cuſtom to go fully armed, 
the appearance in that manner gave no ſuſpicion. ,. Cortes having left 
our whole force in readineſs, proceeded to the palace, attended by the 
captains, P. de Alvarado, Gonzalo de Sandoval, J. V. de Leon, Fra. 
de Lugo, and A. de Avila, with the interpreters. Donna Marina and 
Aguilar; ſending before him to acquaint the king, that he was on his 
way to pay him a viſit. This he did in order to prevent any effect 
ariſing from an unexpected appearance. The king concluded [that it 
was on account of the affair of Almeria, and that Cortes was enraged 
about that which in reality he did not care the value of a cheſnut for, 
ih ſegt back rg. to Cortes that he was welcome. Te our 
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Eight days after the arrival of the Spaniards in Mexico. 
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| geben, nds we. who attended him, having entered into the preſents.of of 
Montezuma, after paying him his reſpects, he addreſſed the king 
through Bis interpreters, ſaying, he was aſtoniſhed that a monarch = 
who was ſo brave, and who had. ſhewn himſelf. ſo friendly to us, . 
ſhould have given orders to his troops in Tuzapan to attack the Spa- 
miards, kill one of them, and his horſe, and pillage and deſtroy our 
allies. Cortes wiſhed to conceal the death of Eſcalante and the fix 
— He then charged the king with the treacherous attempt againſt 
us in Cholula, which he ſaid he had hitherto been deterred from ſpeak- 
ing of, by motives of eſteem and regard j but that now, in addition to 
theſe provocations, his officers were plotting our immediate deſtruction, 
and he concluded by ſaying, that, in order to prevent the ruin of the 
city, it was neceſſary that his Majeſty ſhould, peaceably,; and without 
making any oppoſition or remonſtrance, immediately go with us to our 
quarters, where he ſhould be treated with the greateſt reſpect; but that 
il he ſaid one word, or gave the leaſt alarm, the five captains then pre- 
ſent would inſtantly put him to death. On hearing this Montezuma 
was at firſt ſo terrified that he appeared to have loſt all ſenſation. Hav- 
ing recovered himſelf a little, he denied! his having ever given any order 
to his troops to attack our countrymen, and taking from his wriſt the 
ſignet of Huitzilopochtli with which he was uſed to confirm any order 
of great importance, he cauſed the officer of whom complaint had been 
made, to be ſent for. Ile then replied to the propoſal of leaving his 
palace, and ſummoning up his dignity ſaid, that he was not the perſon 
to be forced to take ſuch a ſtep, contrary to his inclination. The con- 
verſation was prolonged, Cortes giving him good reaſons for what he 
propoſed, and the king replying to him with better, inſomuch that 
above half an hour had now elapſed. The captains who were ſtanding | 
by began at laſt to grow very impatieht, and J. V. de Leon cried out to 
Cortes in his rough voice, Why. Sir do you waſte ſo many words? 
Let him yield himſelf our priſoner, or we will this inſtant plunge 
% dur ſwords into his body. Tell him this, and alſo, that if he ſays a 
8 word, he dies for it. Better for us to aſſure our lives now, or periſh at 
once. The manner in which this was ſpoken ſtruck the king, and he 
| aſked 
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, Matina the meaning Ut, sick her uſual readineſs 
| anſipered. by req | King that "he would immediately; conſent to what was 

aq: ak to him, and go where he ſhould meet all reſpect and honor; 
the per ived. that if he heſitated, they were reſolved to put him to 


| ( . 40 on Se me as ; Priſoner to my. wn 5 5 7 Captcs 


do. and 


to cee auen which our captains addreſſed him with every: declara- 
tion of eſtoem and reſpect, ear 


guards that hejwent by his own free will, and by the advice of his gods 
and prieſts. His magnificent ſtate litters were now brought, and at- 


tended by his uſual guards he proceeded to our quarters, where our poſts 


and centinels being duh placed. he was received and entertained with 
every mark of reſpect. He was ſoon waited on by the princes of his 
family and the chief nobility of Mexico, who came to know the cauſe 
of the ſtep that he had taken, and alſo if it was his wiſh that they 
ſhould attack us; but he replied, that it was his intention to ſtay with 


us for a few days, and that whatever further commands he had for 


1 them, he would e in duc: time 3 but e chen to do 2 nothing, 
to diſturb n e 2081 ee 8 


<, 


1 while with us in the ſame manner as in his own palace, his 
wives, family, and officers, were with him, and he bathed every day: 
he appeared calm and reſigned, and had always in his preſence twenty 
counſellors or chiefs Ambaſſadors came to him on affairs of im- 
portance from diſtant countries, either to deliver tribute, or with buſi- 
neſs which he diſpatched. I recolle& that however great the prince or 
chief might be, before he entered the king's preſence he took of his 
rich drefs, and put on a plain one of the coarſe manufaCturg-of nequen, 
194 in this habit, and barefooted, bes the royal apartments, 
„ which 


He then e cho and. Ad, 2550 a have a Kaden 5 


. however 2 faying nothing but what was originally propoſed could 
nftranices were unayailing. At length he was forced 


| 3 y deſiring that he would not be 
offended at What had paſſed, and 5 he would tell his officers and 


Thus, was | the 7 Be br, the great Montezuma effected. Ho was 


— 


with the royal ſignet, to arreſt and bring to 
whom our general had complained, ſoon returned with them. On 
their arrival and being brought into their monarehꝰs Preſence, I do not 
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Which bi ſtores] not aredy. but making a circuit by the wall: 4 
having come, with his eyes eaſt down upon the ground, into the p- 
ſence of the king, he rade three profound bows; and addreſſed him 
calling him, 4 Lord, my lord, great lord.“ He then diſplayed before him 


a doth, whereon was painted and repreſented the bufineſs on Which he 


came, the particulars of which he pointed out to him wirh little rods, 


or wands, delicately wrought and poliſhed. - During this time wo bd 


Jords todd by the king; and as ſoon as they had attentively-confidered 


all the particulars, they gave their opinions upon it to Montezuma, 
who diſpatched the affair with a few words. The perſon who had 
brought it, then, without making any reply, withdrew from the king's 


e, making three profound bows, and keeping his face towards 
the throne till out of fight; and as foon as he was out of che royal | 
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xico the offieers of 


know what paſſed, but he immediately ſent them to Cortes to do with 
them as he thought fit. Being examined when the king was not by, 
they avowed all that had happened, and ſaid they did it by the orders 
of Montezuma, which were, that they ſhould if neceſſary recur to 
force, to obtain the tribute due, and attack the Spaniards if they ap- 
peared in ſupport of his refractory ſubjects, Montez uma being charged 
by Cortes with this which now appeared, he endeavoured to exculpate 
Rimſelf as well as he could; but Cortes told him, that althou gh his 


participation in the guilt of his officers was evident, and although the 


orders of our monarch were to 'puniſh with death all who inflicted 
death, yet ſuch was his regard for him, that he would ſooner loſe his 
own life than do his Majeſty an injury. All theſe aſſurances however 


could not remove the n of Montezuma. 
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As to the officers, Cortes ſentenced them 1 be Pate alive in front 
of 
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dwingths time of its taking place, and in order eo prevent any imnpeck- 


When this was doitg, the unfertunate king could ne longer ſuppreſs 
his emotions at the indignity, but wept aloud n this fituation he re- 
rained until the execution” was over, at which time Cortes, attendedjby 
his'five captains,” Went te his apartment, and with his on hands freed 
him from the/irons;” aſſuring hint that he was dearer to him than even 

brother, and that he truſted ſoon to de able to make his dominions 
ed double their preſent extent; and alſo, that if he wiſhed: to goꝰ to 
his palace, he Was at perfect liberty to do ſo. Montezuma's ſpirit was 


how broke; and the tears ran dawn' his checks while Cortes was ſpeak- 


ing ? he declined the offer with thanks, knowing well the eniptitieſs of 
his words; and added; tliat he confidered it moſt prudent to remain 


where he was, in order to prevent diſturbance and inſurrection in the 


eity.' What we underſtood and certainly was the caſe, was, that Cortes 


him: the other öfficers never would allow it. As ſoon as Montez uma 


teſted that he loved him as himſelf. The king then afked of him his 
page Orteguilla, 'a youth who had already learned the language, and 
Cortes immediately eomplied with his requeſt, whereby Orteguilla 
afterwards remained about the perſon of the king, a circumſtance very 
| uſeful both to him and to us, Montezuma was very partial to the 
youth, from whem he was conſtantly. uſed te enquire particulars re- 
lative to Europe, and Orteguilla fret his knowledge of the language, 
was able to communicate to us whatever he obſerved, that was of i 
portance for us to know: Thus Montez uma remained amongft us, 
treated wick the greateſt reſpect, no officer or ſoldier,” nor even Cortes 
Himſelf, coming into his prefence, or paſſing him, without pulling off 
his helmet, and he mm treated us mot kindly and courteouſly. 


The officers of Montezuma ek were publicly © executed as 1 have 
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ment-oevurring) he alſo ordered that Monte ura ſhould be put in irons. 


had cauſed the interpreters to fay that though he Was inclined to releaſe 


had given his anſwer, Cortes threwe his arms round his neck, and pro- 
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If was the ho Coatl, Quiabuitle. and another: whom Chanda 
t gotten, 99 is it of, much, i LAS 


= upiyerfal terror, and the people on IN the coaſ returned ta their ſu 


by the hand of God, for what men on earth would otherwiſe have 


0 08 ry 
en i ao wet Quetzalpopoca: 


ortance: |, As ſoon a8 abe en 
ent provinces of, New Spain; it truck 


was known through, the diff 


om let the curious conſider upon dux heroic ctions; firſt; in deſttoy⸗ 
our ſhips. and there with all hope of retreat; ſecondly, in entering 


| 1 city of Mexico after the. alarming.; warnings that we had received, 
; thirdly, in daring. to make priſoner, the grea 
that country, in his own capital, and in the centre of his own palace, 
ſurrounded by his numerous guards, and fourthly, in publicly burning 
his. officers i in front of his palace, and putting the king in i irons during 5 


Montezuma king of all 


the execution. Now that I am old, I frequently revolve, andi reflect 


upon thee events of e day, which Appear to mei as freſh, 0 if they had 


ſay... that it was. not. we e who. dil theſs things;. but. that e guided 


ventured, their numbers not amounting to four hundred and fifty, to 


a have ſcized and put in irons a mi sher monarch, and Dube burned 


„ 


5 A a diſtance of a ag xa 1 4 3 We 9 from, choir native 


country I There is much matter for reflection in this, and it merits 0 
be deiiled otherwiſe than in the u manner in which I relate | N. 


1 


| 1 + now 18055 ohe | it {ey to anni a | ads at Vill pe 


835 For this purpoſe he choſe Alonzo de Grado, an indifferent 
ſoldier, but a perſon of good underſtanding, who ſpoke well, and was 


of a handſome appearance; he was alſo a muſician, and an excellent 
penman. He was always in oppoſition to Cortes relative to our advance 


10 Mexico * and was the een orator on thoſe eee, Cortes 


; 1 when 
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+ They were POSI in My : Quetzalpopoca lord of Naubtlan, his for, and 
fifteen other noblemen. 


Qt 189. by 


f 


when he git kilns: the a appointment ———— faid to him, N 


4 Now Senior de Grado, 20 and; pales. your [wiſhes ; you are com- 
1 mandant of Villa Rica, and ſee that you fortify it well; and mind I 
40 charge you on no actount to go ut and fight the wicked Indians, 


1 nor let them kill you as they did Juan de Eſcalante. This Cortes 
ſaid ironically, knowing the condlition of the man, and that all the 
world could not have got him to put his noſe out of the town. We 
ening to this and perceived his drift, could hardly for-' 
bear laughing Woud. ': He then gave him his inſtructions to behave 


whio were li 


| kindly to his Indian neighbours, and not permit them to be robbed or 
oppreſſed: he alſo deſired him to cauſe the ſmiths who were in that 


ſettlement to make two large chains; out of tlie old i iron of the ſhips, 
nme lately; and to loſe no time in proceeding 
rooden' fort. When De Grado arrived 
at his government, he affected to carry on buſineſs with a lofty de- 


and ſend them to him i 
with the conſtruction of: the W. 


meanour, and ſent to the neighbouring Indians who were at peace with 
us, requiring them to give him gold, arid female ſlaves ; paying no at- 
tentien whatever to the fortifications, but paſſing his time in faſting 
and play. What was worſe, he combined with the adherents of Ve- 
laſquez, offering 8 to put him in poſſeſſion of the poſt he was entruſted” 
with. | Theſe 1 thin gs being ſoon commüricated to C ortes, „ he repented 
of his imprudent ſtep i in bp ils to ſuch a place a man whoſe bad 
diſpoſition he well knew : he alſo forelaw / that Velaſquez muſt ſooner 
or later find out that he had ſent agents to Old Caſtille, and would pro- 

bably ſend'a force againſt us. Per theſe reaſons it was neceſſary that 
he ſhoild have a perſon of confidence in the command at Villa Rica; 
he therefore ſent Sandoval, who Was now al guazil mayor, with whom 


went Pedro de Ircio already mentioned, who gained the confidence of 
Sandoval, a goodnatured man, by diverting him with anecdotes of the 
families of the Count de Urena, and Don Pedro Giron, in which he 
had ſerved. © De Ircio by theſe means gained his favor ſo completely, 


that he never ceaſed promoting him, till he had got him the rank of 
captain: "Inſtead of which promotion, for the licenſes he gave his 


tongue, and for which Sandoval at times e him, he deſerved 


to 
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to have beta well puaiſhed.;. Sandoval on his #trival at Villa Rica:mb- 
medhately arreſted De Grado and! ſent hirn priſuner lo Menica? under 4 
gunrd of Indians, - according to the (orders, bes Cortes. The new! govers | 

ner {ori tae. himſelf very popular amangt the matives by his affa- 
bility and humanity; and he immediately began to put the ſrt into 
Proper repair. 
fined him in the Nocke there he remined two xlayn. 1{rwoblicct tit 

the tiniber whereof, theſe were made has a ſrrobg frgdiofigariic, De 
Grado. who was u man of great! plauſibility at laſt clade! dis pes, and; 
was erhployed, net in a military capacity, but in one conformable e his 5 
talents, Dein given the office of contador, which kad been d | 
Avila who; was ſert as procurador to the Iſland of bee. 

| doval had orders to ſend tlie ironwork: 


ae which be yranGuaYy, e. and the various made . 
rived en in Nene rhe 
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55 e r every day after 1 went to. wait on; Mon- 
tezuma, attended by all his officers, and aſked im what he would be 


pleaſed to order that they could execute; -to which the king uſed: to 
anſwer, thanking him, that he found himſelf; perfectly to his fatisfac- 
tion. Thus, from one ſubject to another they uſually fell into diſcourſe 
about our holy faith, and the, Power of our emperor- At other times, 
Montez. uma and Cortes uſed to play at a certain game which they. call | 
Totoloque, i in which they take aim with golden balls at certain objefts 

made alfo of gold. I remember once in F when Cortes and 

Alvarado. were playin g againſt, Montezuma and, his nephew, Monte- 
zuma jocularly ſaid that he would nat allow Tonatiu, meaning Alva- 
rado, ſo called on account of bis: handſome perſon, that word meaning 
the ſun, to mark, expreſſing himſelf in ſuch a manner as to imply, 
that Alvarado did. not ſay that which was true; at which wi all burſt 
out laughing, becauſe Alvarado was 2 little addicted to rexaggeration. 
When Cortes gained, he gave his winnings to thoſe about Montezuma, 
and' when the king gained hedid the ſame to-our. ſoldiers of the guard. 
Indeed be never let a day pals, PUbont making preſents of ſome kind 


to 
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Cortes would not der De Grailo vn s arrival. but cm- 1 85 


to al af as,” but more Naübehy⸗ to nee de Leon ws: was the 
- captain of his guard, and always paid him great attention. One night 


a ſoldier named Truxillo, was guilty of 4 certain piece of: diſreſpect 
| within his hearing, at which Montez uma was highly offended, and 


enquired of the page who the perſon was. The page told him that he 
was a man of low birth; who knew no better. - He then proceeded. to 


tell him of our different ranks and qualities, about which he was very 


curious. On the next day he ordered Truxillo to be brought into his 


| preſence, 'and after having reproved him, he made him a preſent wortn 
about five crowns. The words of Montezuma made leſs impreſſion on 


the ſoldier than his gold, and on the next night the fellow was guilty 
of the ſame piece of impoliteneſs, in order to get more. Of this Mon- 


tezuma complained to Velaſquez, who ordered the man to be relieved, 
and ſeverely reprimanded him. Another ſoldier one night complained 
chat he was ill, curſing this dog of an Indian, meaning Montezuma, 


who gave them ſo much trouble. This being overheard by the king, 
| who diſcovered what he had faid, he complained thereof to. Cortes, by 


| whoſe command the man was immediately whipped, notwithſtanding 
he was a very good ſoldier; his name wes Pedro Lopez. After this 


example ſtrict diſcipline and filence were kept by the guard, to the 
great ſatisfaction of the king, who was very kind to us, knew us all, 

and ſpoke to us by our names. I was at this time a ſtripling, and 
always behaved to him with great reſpect; his page had told him that 
I had been twice upon his coaſts before the arrival of Cortes, and I had 
deſired the page to mention to him, that inſtead of gold or mantles, he 
would oblige by giving me a handſome Indian girl. This requeſt he 


graciouſly complied with, calling me to him and ſaying, « Bernal 


Diaz del Caſtillo, the young woman 1 preſent to you is the daughter 
« of one of my principal nobility ; treat her well, and her friends will 
1 Re gold and mantles, as much as you can deſire.” I kiſſed 

his Majeſty's hand, thanking him for his favors, and praying God to 

proſper him ; to which Montezuma replied ſaying, ** It ſeems to me 
that Del Caſtillo is of noble condition.” Wherewith he ordered me 

te plates of gold, and two loads of mantles. | . 
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1 will now relate forme more particulars of em of life. 10 
TT morning, having paid his devotions, he eat a flight breakfaſt, net 
of meats but vegetables, ſuch as agi or pepper, and then remained a 
full hour hearing buſineſs, in the manner 1 have already deſcribed: 
The number of judges or counſellors who attended upon him at thoſe 


5 times amounted to twenty, His numerous miſtreſſes he uſed to marry Ws 


to his officers and particular friends; ſome of them fell to our lot; 
mine was called Donna Franciſca; a lady of high birth, as ſhe ſhewed 
by her manners. Thus ſometimes amuſing himſelf, and ſometimes 
meditating on his ſituation, the ou Montezuma PRE the m__ of his 
confinement amongſt us. | 18 


The waterink being ae Cortes edel that he dow would 
give him permiſſion to conſtruct two veſſels, for the purpoſe of amuſing 
himſelf upon the water, and alſo that he would order his carpenters to 
aſſiſt. The oak timber was only at the diſtance of about four leagues, 
and Montezuma having given his conſent, the work went on ſo expe- 
ditiouſly, by the number of Indian carpenters, and was ſo ably con- 
ducted by our principal builder Martin Lopez, that in a very ſhort ſpace 
of time. ad were built, launched, and Figged, with an yy over 
each. | | 


Wia at ehis time requeſted permiſſion Econ Gun to pay 
his devotions, and perform ſacrifices, in order that his friends and ſub- 
jects might ſee that he lived among us by the order of his gods, and his 
own choice. Cortes returned for anſwer, that in ſo doing, it was his 
buſineſs to beware how he did any thing whereby to loſe his life ; for 
that he would ſend a guard of officers and ſoldiers with him, giving 
them ſtrict orders to kill him inſtantly in caſe there appeared any thing 
like a commotion. With this caution, he gave him his permiſſion to 
viſit his temple. It was alſo at the ſame time ſignified to him, that no 
human facrifice would be permitted; to which Montezuma having 
agreed, he ſet out in his uſual pomp, and accompanied by four of our 
captains, Velaſquez de Leon, Alvarado, Avila, and De Lugo, with a 
hundred 
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Hundred and fifry fotliers, Our reverend father of the order of mercy „„ 

alfo attended for the purpoſe of preventing human ſaecrifice. Mon- f 
tezuma on his arrival near the temple came out of his litter, and was 
ſupported up to it as uſual, being met by a' number of prieſts. They 
' had on the preceding night facrifioed four Indians, nor could all our 
endeavours prevent that inhuman practice, which we were for the pre- 

fent obliged to connive at, fearing to do any thing which would cauſe | 
an inſurrection. After Montezuma had ſtaid a ſhort time at his devo- 
tions he came down from the temple, and returned to our quarters in 


great good humour, making 1 8 to al of us dakar attended him 
i an the occaſion. ; | 


0 — 
— er erer nr — * 


| The veſſels were now | afloat upon the lake, fi any equipped, and "n 
tat with expert ſailors, and they obeyed both fail and oar, fo as to | i 
anſwer our utmoſt expedition. When Montezuma was informed of it, 11 
he requeſted Cortes to permit him to go hunting in a certain diſtrict, | 
which was prohibited to all others on pain of death. Cortes affented, x Þ 
warning him that his life paid the forfeit of any attempt at a reſcue, | 1 
and he offered him the ufe of his ſhips to 8⁰ there, which Mon- | i 
tezuma was grey pleaſed with, and accepted. 


The ſwifteſt n velſel conveyed the king and his ſuite, the 
other was occupied by his fon and a number of the nobility. They 
were attended alſo by a vaſt number of boats, great and ſmall. Cortes 
ordered out a party compoſed of Velaſquez de Leon, Alvarado, De Oli, 
and Avila, all men who had blood in their eyes, and two hundred 
{oldiers, giving them orders to be very watchful over Montezuma: 

four braſs guns with their ammunition and artillery-men, were alſo 
embarked.” 


3 * 


The what blew very freſh, our r ſailors took gelight i in exhibiting 
their (kill, and the ſhips ſeemed to fly acroſs the lake, leaving the veſſels 
of the natives far behind. Montezuma being arrived where he was to 

hunt, landed for that purpoſe, -and as the place abounded with game, 
—_ he 


ey + 164 Þ 
beta ſoon killed a great quantity of various kinds, ſuch a as hes, hav; 15 
and rabbits. After having amuſed himſelf for ſome time in this manner. 

he returned on board the veſſel, and ſet ſail for Mexico. We dif- 

charged our artillery during the voyage, which afforded him amuſe- | 
ment and ſatisfaction, and he delighted us all by his affable and friendly 
behaviour ; nor is it poſſible to deſcribe, how noble he was in every 
thing he did, nor the reſpect in which he was held by every one about 
him. One day, three of our captains were in his preſence when a 
| hawk entered the apartments purſuing a quail, which kind of birds, as 
well as doves, bred in and about the palaces. As our officers and 
ſoldiers were admiring the beauty and flight of the hawk, and talking 
upon the ſubject in general, Montezuma was curious to know what 


\ 


we were ſaying, which being explained to him, and alſo how we could 


tame hawks and fly them from our hands, Montezuma faid that he 
would order the bird to be caught for us, and giving immediate direc- 
tions to that purpoſe, by the next morning his hunters had caught and 

brought to us the identical bird. | 


0 


Bk - Cacamatzin the king”: 8 3 and prince of the city of Te ezcuco, 
the largeſt next to Mexico in the empire, having received information 
that the king had been now many days kept priſoner by the Spaniards, 
and that they had alſo opened the treaſury of his anceſtors, in order to 

ſecure it by a timely effort, convoked his vaſſals, and alſo the nei igh- 
0 bouring princes. Amongſt them was the lord of Matalcingo, a great 
warrior, and near relation of Montezuma, who was ſaid to have pre- 
tenſion to the throne. Theſe princes and chiefs he ſummoned, in order 
to induce them to aſſemble their forces, and fall upon us in a body. 
When they were met in conſultation upon this propoſition, the prince 
whom ] before mentioned to have had pretenſions to the throne, made 
the ſupport of them the condition of his entering into the confederacy. 
Cacamatzin then brought forward a ſimilar claim, declaring that he 
would go through the buſineſs with his own force, for which purpoſe 
he made arrangements with his friends in the city of Mexico. This 
comming to the knowledge of Montezuma, he een forbid any 
_ 7 


„ 


| Gich dee being a. 1 communicated to- Cortes the "a Rs To 


which he had received. The tranſaction was already in a certain degree 
known to us, but not to the full extent. Cortes in conſequence thereof 
propoſed to take with him a body of Mexicans to attack and deſtroy the 
city of Tezcuco, but this determination not being ſatisfactory to Mon- | 


tezuma, Cortes ſent to Cacamatzin, deſiring him to deſiſt from. his 


warlike preparations, as he wiſhed him for his friend. Cacamatzin 


replied that he was not to be duped like others by plauſible words; that 


he expected ſoon to ſee us, and then we might ſay to him what we 
would. Cortes once again ſent to Cacamatzin warning him not to pro- 


ceed to hoſtilities, the conſequence of which would be the loſs of the 
king s life; to which this chief returned for anſwer, that neither the 
king nor Cortes were of any conſequence to him, for that he Was de- 


termined to e in his intentions. 


Ho had at this time a W in „ 7 bad 5 obliged | 


to fly thither on account of a family quarrel. This being known to us, 


our general propoſed to Montezuma to call the reigning prince to his 
court, where we could ſeize on and detain him until he became more- 


amenable, or if we thought proper elevate the brother now in Mexico 


to his place. Montezuma agreed to ſend for him, adding, that if he 


refuſed to come, he would give directions for having him brought by 
force. For this Cortes returned him thanks with many profeſſions of 
ſincere regard, aſſuring him that he ſtaid by him entirely for his pro- 
tection, and that for his part he ſhould be happy. to accompany him to 


his palace, but that he could not get his captains to conſent to it. The 


king thanked him, and faid that he would immedliately ſend to inform 
Cacamatzin of his true ſituation, and how it was adopted of his own 
free will, and by the advice of his gods; for Montezuma was perfectly 
well acquainted with the diſſimulation practiſed by Cortes, and that it 
was only done in order to found him. Montezuma according to his 
promiſe ſent a meſſage to the prince, who perfectly underſtood the 
manner in which it was obtained, and declared his determination to 
attack us in four days, ſaying, that his uncle the king was a pitiful 


monarch, 


* 


PP : 


* 
* 
25 was * 2 - . je . 
——— — —̃ AE — — = —ĩ—tĩ7ñ: m 22 24 CA 8 
- 
k * 


(] 
[2 
i 
y 
, 
* 
7 
- 77 
8 
. 
4 o 
g 10 
4 
72 
i "* 
_: 
4 
1 
7 4 7 
97 
Ts bj 
TEN; 
j 1 
4 „ 
40 * 
j us; 
x 4 
» 
"4 
2 9 K 
7 1 

a? * 

o 7 9 
— 
> 91 
IF | 
1 
1 
. 

\E. 1g 
1 
7 1 
- Y 
Io 
1 * 
1 
3 
1 
= 
2 \ [2 
* 14+ 
. 
1 
Va 
Ry) 
Wy 5 
_— "i 
LY! 
* 4 
"62 
1 
9 
% | 
* | 
* 
1 
4 4 
« * 7 
d N 
4 
WY 
1 
WT 
\ 4 
15 2 
* $ 
Bt 
1 
1 * 
2 fi 
BD 
4 * $ 
{4 ob 
1 13 
$ i 
3 
1 
14 
"$1 
Wn 
Ty 1 
= £5 
14-84 
+ 9 
1 
1 4 
iS > F2 
\T 
* * 
1 
1 
o 
P 
15 
* 
17 
wy 
F 
> 


* — — 


( 166 ) 


Seek and no better than 2 hen, for not having atticitee} i us as i be . 


adviſed him at the paſs of Chalco. That for his part he was deter- 


mined to avenge the wrongs that had been committed by us upon Mon- 
tezuma and the country, and that if in ſo doing the throne of rages : 


| fel to ny lot, he would liberally e 885 who E ppc ne” 


” 


„Sete of the chief who heard theſe deirativns had pte upon | 


the e ſubjedt, objecting to go to war without the orders of their fove- - 


reign. This filled the prince with rage. geſpecially when they propoſed 


to ſend to him for his inſtructions; he cauſed three of them to be taken 
prifoners, and the others who were preſent intimidated thereby, de- 


clared their determination to ſupport him. He then ſent a meſſage t to 
Montezuma, repreſenting the difgrace in which he was fallen, by con- 
necting himſelf with wizards and magicians, and that he would come 


and put us all to death. Montezuma was highly offended at this, and 


taking off his ſeal, he entruſted it to the care of fix of his captains, | 


commanding them to go and ſhew it to certain perſons whom he 
named, as knowing they were not on terms of friendſhip- with the 


prince, and to ſignify to them his orders, that they ſhould ſeize Caca- 


matzin and ſend him into his prefence. Accordingly they entered 
where the prince was, diſcourſing with ſome of his chiefs, relative to 
his expedition, and having ſecured him, together with five others, 
embarking them in a piragua, they, brought them to Mexico, where 
Cacamatzin was placed in one of the royal litters, and conducted into 


the preſence of Montezuma. The king, after having reproached him 


for his diſobedience and treaſon, delivered him to Cortes, to do what 
he thought proper with him, releafing the other priſoners. Cortes 
thanked the great Montezuma, and made arrangements, that the brother 
of Cacamatzin ſhould ſucceed to the. principality, by the name of Don 

Carlos, and he was accordingly inveſted with this dignity in the pre- 
ſence of Montezuma. The other chiefs who had joined in the meaſures 

of Cacamatzin abſented themſelves from court through fear, but were 
ſhortly made priſoners, and brought to Mexico in chains, Thus was 
concluded this important bufneſs, to our entire ſatis faction. We = 
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generous a prince deſerved, never fitting down, not even Cortes himſelf, 
in his preſence, until the king commanded it. The converſation fre- 
quently turned upon our holy religion, and the truths thereof ſeemed 


S upon the king's mind. 


Cortes now aired again upon che ſubject of 8 ac- 

knowledging the ſovereignty of our Emperor, to which Montez uma 
replied, that he would ſummon the princes his vaſſals, which he ac- 
cordingly did, and nearly the whole of them attended within the ſpace | 
of ten days. Among the few who abſented themſelves was that rela- 
tion of Montezuma's already fpoken of, as of extraordinary proweſs in 
war, who returned for anſwer, that he would neither come, or pay 
any more tribute. The king was incenſed at this, and ſent officers to 
apprehend him, but without ſucceſs. The princes being aſſembled and 
the little page preſent, Montezuma reminded them of the ancient pro- 
phecies, whereby they were told that from thoſe parts where the ſun 
riſes, men were to come to rule the country, and that with their arrival 
ſhould ceaſe the empire of the Mexicans. The king added, that for 
his part he believed we were the people ſpoken of; that he had ſacri- 
 ficed to his gods, requeſting in vain an anſwer from them, but they 
referred him to the former ones, and commanded him to aſk no more, 
whereby he concluded their will to be that obedience ſhould be n 
to the king of Caſtille, to whom theſe ſtrangers were vaſſals. 1 
now, continued he, ** beſeech you to give them ſome token of 
«« fubmifſion; they require it of me, let no one refuſe. For eighteen 
years that I have reigned, I have been a kind monarch to you, you 
have been faithful ſubjects to me; ſince my gods will have it fo, 
** indulge me by this one inſtance of obedience.” The princes, with 
many ſighs and tears, promiſed Montezuma, who was ftill more 
affected than them, that they would do whatever he deſired. He then 
ſent a meſſage to Cortes, telling him, that on the enſuing day, he and 
his princes would tender their allegiance to his Majeſty our. Emperor. 

This they accordingiy did at the time appointed, in the preſence of all 


Our 
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our x officers, and many of our ee not one of W 301 refrain. 


a weeping, in ROSE: the apes. and diſtreſs 11 ow _— and 
"WOE Monteuma. rf 


Senn wad his le being i in Abe 8 of 5 con- 


"la g about indifferent ſubjects, the general took an opportunity to 


cond uct them. 


Cortes thanked the king, and pitched upon the pilot 


Pizarro, a young man, his relation; but at that time the names of 


four ſoldiers uſed to mining, and four noble Mexicans. 
then preſented Cortes with a map, admirably painted on cloth, of the 


n northern coaſt as far as Tabaſco, an extent of a hundred and fort 
leagues. Among the rivers was that of Guacacualco, which Cortes | 
determined to have examined, and Diego de Ordas offering himſelf, was. 
accepted by Cortes contrary to his own inclination, as he was a perſon 
from whoſe advice and judgement he derived great advantage. Mon- 
tezuma told De Ordas on his departure, that his power did not extend 
where he was going, but that if he wiſhed for the aſſiſtance of his 


frontier garriſons, , he was ene to take them. 8 


The firſt who . Was Gene de Umbria. He as 


with. him gold to the value of three hundred crowns, and reported that 


the mines would be very valuable, if they were as expert at the buſineſs 
there, as in St. Domingo or Cuba. Two principal perſons of that 
: country alſo attended him to Mexico, and brought a — of gold of 


about 


Umbria, and two ſoldiers to examine the mines of Zacatula. To thoſe 
in the C hinantecan and Zapotecan territories he ſent a captain named 


Pizarro and Peru were equally unknown. The latter took with him 


Montezuma 


aſk ſome queſtions relative to the gold mines. Montezuma told him 
that the richeſt were in the province of Zacatula, and he gave an ac- 
count of the manner in which the gold was obtained, which was, by 
waſhing the earth, the ſmall grains of metal ſinking to the bottom. 
He alſo informed Cortes that they obtained it in two rivers in the pro- 
vince of Guztepeque, where the natives did not obey him, but that if 
Cortes would ſend ſome troops thither, he would order his officers to 


— 


. 260 * 


7; 


- The, hay Ying: akerained. the gn of the mines was matter of great 
isfact. S. the country 
been as very. rich and; popyllots,. and indeed he and bis companions 
ſeemecl to Have returned no way the worſe for their journey, and Cortes 
nee * TO * 15 in eder to eee ey forms 0 


| Ds 85 e Py been Reef | wall received ; 3. 9 05 be bad Ne. with 
bodies of the troops af Montezuma, on the frontiers 
the inhabitants made heavy complaints, for which De Ordas ſeverely 
reprehended the military chiefs, threatening them with the puniſhment: 
ol the lord of Nauhtlan, _ Proceeding towards the river he was hoſ- 
pitably received, by che caciques and inhabitants of the neighbouring 


ſufficient for large ſhips, it Rill deepening as they went higher up. He 
alſo found a fit for a naval eſtabliſhment, where the natives came 


to:him, and offered themſelves as: vaſlals to his Majeſty, complaining 


bitterly of Montezuma and his officers; they alſo pointed out to our 
peqple the place, here, in à late action they had killed many of his 


is to; lay; the place of the ſlaughter of the Mexicans, giving them a moſt 
opprobrigus epithet; ;. He further repreſented the ſoil of the country as 


fit for cattle and tillage, and the, por! 

| | aj but rt in-regard to its 
diftance from Mexico, and the Mojadſes ; in its neighbourhood, ..Pizarp 
returned from Tuſtepeque with gold in grains to the value of a thouſand 
crowens. He related how he aſcended into the mountains inhabited by 
hinantecans, ho ſallied out under arms, and refuſed to ſuffer the 
cans to come among them, vowing that they Would kill them all 
ted it; but our people were admitted willingly, and they 
I geld in its anne 5 with a rough ſurface. Pizarro 
brought 


ore wc crowns ih offering 10 TM his Majeſty's ſubjects. 
in which he had 


of whoſe outrages 


y. On founding the mouth of the river they found three fathom N 
water at. Jow-tide,. in the ſhalloweſt part, and within the bar, water 


and which they bad . in conſequencę named Cuilonemequi. that 
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boat Gan him Certain of the chiefs of the country, s wiſhed 6 to 
renounce the Mexican yoke, and become ſubjects of his Maje 
- Theſe Cortes received moſt kindly, and diſmiſſed" to "their Bone 5 
with a promiſe of ſupport and protection. "He then enquired for the 
other ſoldiers;/"to which Pizarro replied that the country being rich, 
and the people well inckined to us, he had left them to make a planta- 
tion of cocoa and to collect ſtock and birds; as alſo for the purpoſe of 
exploring the rivers and mines. Cortes ſaid nothing at the time, but 
ſeverely reprimanded him in pfivate, "for | going beyond: his orders, and 
employing the ſoldiers in ſuch” Iidiculous purſuits,” "He alſo imme- 


diately ſent off a meſſenger, „with orders to them to o return to their head 
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Cortes now hace of Montezuma a WOE rb of 
- ON to be made through the whole extent of his territories, 'to'our 
emperor, and alſo that the king ſhoald deliver to us his treaſure for the 
fame purpoſe,” Montezuma immediately ſent officers to'thoſe diſtriets 
where the mines were, requiring a quantity of plates of gold, of the 
ufual fize paid in tribute, two of theſe being ſent as a ſtandard. Le 


at this time however remarked to er "Ht from ange of his ait. 
tricts gold was not to be expe 


people only poſſeſſing ſuch toys as bad deen is to dem! dom 

their anceſtors. Much gold was immediately tranſmitted from the rich 
provinces, but when the order was received by the refractory lord who 
was nearly related to Montezuma, thie anſwer which he returned was, 
that he would pay no tribute, for that he had as good 's a right to the 
throne of Mexico as Montezuma himſelf. This greatly enraged the 
: king, who immediately ſendin g truſty officers with his token, the ſeal, | 

they apprehended and brought this chief to Mexico. When he came 
into the preſence of the king he behaved with ſuch inſolence to him as 
appeared to border upon madneſs, and Cortes learning theſe particulars, 
and alſo that Montezuma had ordered him to be put to death, in- 
terceded in his favor, and obtained leave to keep him in his cuſtody. 
As ſoon AS he had an interview, he : addreſſed this chief very kindly, 


and 


EL 17 N. 
RE: nn to make a friend of him, offering him his liberty, 


which however Montezuma would not accede to, but delued he ſhould 
be BY: in. chaine as the others had been. „ 
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Was. collected. The king then ſummoned Cortes, with the captains 
and ſoldiers, who, uſtally formed his guard, and addreſſed us faying, 


@. . having. ſent-an embaſſy to me from ſuch a diſtance, a and alſo becauſe 
«© Tam convinced that according to what we have heard from our an- 
22 ceſtors, he is to rule us; a prophecy which i is confirmed by the de- 
4 « clarations of our gods. Take this gold, which ; is all that could be 
1 collected « on ſo ſhort a notice, and. alſo the treaſure which 1 deri ive 
« . from my. anceſtors, and which 1. know you have ſeen; ſend it to 


your monarch, and let it be recorded in your annals, that this was 
the tribute of his vaſſal Montezuma. I will give you for your 


10 „ emperor, ſome moſt valuable jewels named calchihuis, each of which 


oy is worth two. loads of gold; I will alſo ſend three tubes uſed. for 


8 7 ooins: darts or pellets, 1 richly” adorned with Jewels that he will 
< be pleaſed to ſee them, and this which I now give is the laſt of the 


« treaſure which has remained with 1 me.” We all took off our helmets, 


and returned thanks to the great Montezuma for his liberality and mu- 


nificence, which Cortes mri. that he would repreſent | in the 


ſtron geſt terms to his . eſty. 


5 


After ſome 1 more k Montez uma 3 his officers | 


to ddiver to us the treaſu re which was in the concealed apartment. 
This was accordin gly done, and we were for the f pace of three days 


conſtantly employed in taking it to pieces, from the various manners in 


which it was worked up; in this we were alſo aſſiſted by the royal 
gold{miths from Eſcapuzalco., When thus ſeparated, the articles of 
gold were formed in three heaps, weighing upwards of ſix hundred 


thouſand crowns, excluſive of the various other valuables, the gold in 


| plates and bars, and the metal i in its rough ſtate from the mines. The 
2 "i N goldſmiths 


I am indebted to your great king, and eſteem him, for 
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goldſiniths Miche ag the metal which was in the heap; and tan it 


into bars of the breadth of three fingers. . When this was dotie, another 


preſent was received from Montez uma, ſo rich that it Was worthy of 
admiration, excluſive. of the Jewels called calchihuis, the ornamented 
tubes covered with jewels and pearls, the beautiful embrolderies of 


pearls and feathers, and the penaches, and phittiage, & recital whereof 
would be endleſs. The bars 5 gold were ſtamped wiel! the imperial 
arms by the approbation of us all, and as to the rich ornätmerts, it was 
judg ed beſt that they ſhould not be taken to pieces. We all cauſed 


weights to be ag of i iron for the putpoſe of aſcertainin g the quantity 


of gold in the bars. They were not perfectly exact, but perhap San 


ounce more or leſs, being 74 arrobas, „ half arrobas, and down to bur 
ounces. The officers of his Majeſty valued the gold, "altogether, and 


excluſive of filver and orriaments, at fix hundred oat crowns ; but 


ſome ſaid that it amounted to more. N othing farther was then 


thought neceſſary, than to deduct his Maſeſty s fifth, and diſtribute 
the ſhares to the "cer; and. ſoldiers ;| Cortes however propoſed that the 
diviſion ſhould be poſtponed until more treaſure was brought i in, and 
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more exact wei hies made, but the ſoldiers were elamorous for an im- 


mediate diviſion, for they perceived that ſince the various articles had 


been taken to pieces, above a third part was already gone; for Cortes, | 
the captains, and others, were conveying it off and concealing it. At 
length it was determined to weigh it, and to poſtpone the diviſion until 
the enſuing day. It was accordingly ſo done, and excluſive of the 
ornaments. and plates of gold, it was found to amount to upwards of 


fix hundred, thouſand crowns. - I will now relate how it was divided, 


and. how the moſt of i it (ON with Cortes and certain others. PE.” 


ts the 3 partition of the Weine Cortes gſt laid aſide hi Majeſty" 8 


| fifth; e for himſelf, another fifth ; thirdly, a portion of the 
gold to reimburſe the expences in the Iſland of Cuba, and alſo for the 


naval expenditure incurred by Velaſquez, and the deſtruction of the 
ſhi IPs; fourthly, for the expences of our agents in Spain; fifthly, for 
our ſoldiers i in Villa Rica; ſixthly, for the loſs of killed horſes ; ſe- 


venthly, 
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ſhares for the cavalry, nauſketeers, and crofsbow-men. Thus by the 


time all theſe drafts were made, what remained for each ſoldier was 


hardly worth Rooping for !! Many refufed to take their ſhares, and the 


whole, nearly, remained with Cortes. We were obliged to be ſilent, 
fot to whom could we appeal for juſtice? Some at length took their 
ſhares at a hundred crowns, and 15 cried out for more; theſe men's 
mouths Cortes ſtopped, giving privately a little to one, and a little to 
another, with promiſes in abundance on condition that they kept them- 
ſelves quiet. That which was allotted to the ſoldiers in Villa Rica 


went no better, as ſhall be related in its place, and fuch was the reſult 


| oy the diviſion & Montezume' J treaſure. 


"0 Our captlins got chains of gold made bor them by the king 8 
8 7 VII Cortes had alſo ſimilar "wt executed for him, together 


with a ſervice of plate. Many of our ſoldiers Who had lined their 


| pockets well did the fame, and deep gaming went on, day and night, 


with cards made out of the heads of. drums ; ; Iu thus wre paſſed o our 


time i in Mexico. 3 


"Quitting for the Sete the fab) et of Mocichiint's 221 badly 


divided, and worſe employed, I will relate what happened to a poor 


fellow, one Cardenas a pilot and a native of Triana. He had a wife 
'and children, and like many others of us little or nothing to give them. 

When he perceived that all this immenſe treaſure of Montezuma's had 
dwindled into a ſhare of a hundred crowns, and that he, after all his 
battles, had nothing to expect in future but hard blows, it made ſuch 
an impreſſion on him, and he expreſſed himſelf ſo loudly, that it could 
not but come to the ears of Cortes. Accordingly when he heard all 
that, and much more, which had been ſaid, he called us together, and 
ina long ſet f peech gave us a great many honied words, which he had 
an extraordinary facility of doing, wondering how we could be ſo ſo- 
licitous about a little paltry gold, when the whole country would ſoon 

be ours, with all its rich mines, wherewith there was enough to make 
us 


: veatuly.* for the reverend father and the captains rb. « double 


us ; great lords and princes and I ul not what® +6 0 the more loud 
be gave ſome ſmall preſents, and to Cardenas, he ſecretly promiſed to 


ſend three hundred crowns: for his wife and children. This Cardenas 
was afterwards very troubleſome to him. _ 1 5 
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| V4 all men are avaricious, as wa mal the deſire & a acquiring 
3 with what they poſſeſs, and as it was well known. that a great 
quantity of valuable pieces of gold was taken out of the treaſury, ſuſ- 
picion naturally fell on ſeyeral. Juan Velaſquez de Leon had then 
ſome. large chains of gold, and trinkets and ornaments of that metal, in 
the hands of the king's workmen, and the treaſurer Mexia knowing of 
it, and alſo how he had procured the. gold, laid claim, to them; but 
| De Leon reſiſted, ſaying it had been given him by Cortes, before 
it was ran into bars; to which the treaſurer replied, that Cortes had con- 
craled enough, and taken enough from his ſoldiers already, without 
giving him ſo great a quantity. The quarrel, roſe ſo high. between 
them, being both valiant men, that they drew their ſwords, and before 
they could be parted each had received two wounds. Cortes on hearing 
it ordered them to be put in arreſt, and in chains; this he did to keep 
up appearances, having privately ſpoken to De Leon who was his par- 
ticular friend, and deſired him to ſubmit quietly ; and the other he re- 
leaſed in conſideration of his office as treaſurer. Velaſquez was a ſtrong 
man, and uſed to walk much backwards and forwards in the apartment 
where he was confined. Montezuma hearing the rattling of his chains, 
enquired who it was; and being told, he interceded with Cortes for 
him, on the firſt opportunity. Cortes laughing replied that Velaſquez 
was a mad fellow, who if he did not keep him confined, would go up 
and down the country. robbing his majeſty's ſubjects of their gold. 
The good king ſaid, if it was only on that account he was detained, he 
would ſupply his wants, and begged that he might be releaſed. Cortes 
affected to make a favor of it, but at length agreed, declaring that he 
would baniſh him from head quarters. Accordingly he went as far as 
Cholula, but in fix days returned, richer, by the king's gold, than 
when he went. After this Cortes and Mexia were never great friends. 4 


The 


1 
The hag at this time made a propoſal of marriage to Cortes, of: 
fering him one of the princefles his daughters. This offer Cortes re- 


ceived as it merited, and ſuggeſted the propriety of her being previouſſy 
initiated into the myſteries of our holy religion, by being baptized ; to 
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which the king who was on all occaſions compliant, immediately 


aſſented. He however continued as attached as ever to his worſhip and 


ſacrifices, which put Cortes and his captains to a dilemma; but it was 
thought moſt conſiſtent with their duties as chriſtians to incur. the 


danger of inſurrection, and deſtroy the idols of the Mexicans, in order 


to plant the true croſs in their place, or if that was found impoſſible, 


we reſolved to content ourſelves for the preſent with making a chapel 


for the chriſtian worſhip in the temple. Seven officers and ſoldiers at- 


tended Cortes, when he waited on Montezuma to ſignify to him our 
_ reſolution. - When it was made known to him, and he ſaw the ls 
with which the meaſure was determined to: be carried into effect, he 
earneſtly begged permiſſion to conſult his prieſts, and Cortes appearing 
touched with his ſituation, made ſigns to the officers and ſoldiers to 
retire, and leave the king with him and the reverend father. He then 
told him, that in order to accommodate the matter more to his ſatisfac- 
tion, he would endeavour to prevail with bis officers, for the preſent 
to offer no violence to the idols, provided a part of the great temple was 
appropriated to the purpoſe of a chapel, and an altar and crucifix allowed 
to be placed there; which being once done, his Majeſty would in a 
ſhort time be convinced of the errors and falſehood of his worſhip. To 
this Montezuma with much agitation, and the appearance of deep ſor- 
row, heavily conſented; and in conſequence, an altar and crucifix 
being erected, maſs was e laid. and a yon was *ppointed to 
take Care has We m_ 


The t time 771 our 3 in | this city was one ſeries, of alanine,” ſuffi⸗ 
cient in themſelves to have deſtroyed the lives of thoſe who were not- 
ſupported by the divine interpoſition. It appeared, that in conſequence 
of our late meaſure, and the repreſentations of the prieſts acting upon 
i prejudices of the people, our dangers were now thickening on us. 
| : Their 


e 


r 
* 3 — 


9 
* * z We 1 N „ 


A x 
4 * 


Their ods threatened wo leabe them unleſs we were put to death, for 


"ts 


will. 
and all his chief warriors, who added to their religious ſubject of con- 
plaint, every other which they could collect, relative to our conduct 


(ws ) 


having violated their temple, and-it was the determination to obey their 
This reſolution was communicated to Montezuma by his prieſts, 


fince we arrived in Mexico. The page Orteguilla alſo at this time came 
to inform Cortes of ſome alarming circumſtances, ſuch as a number of 
ſecret conferences which he had obſerved, between Montezuma. and his 
nobility and chiefs, the angry and melancholy countenance of the king, | 
and other circumſtances highly important and intereſting to us. Cortes 
immediately on hearing this, taking with him five of his captains, and 


his interpreters, waited on Montezuma. The king ſcemed- much diſ- 


treſſed, and informed him, that he was grieved to have lately learned; 
that it was'the determination of his gods that we ſhould all be put to 

death, or expelled from Mexico; he, therefore, being our ſincere 
friend, recommended to us on no account to run the riſk, but to fave. 
our lives, whilſt it could be done, by a ſpeedy retrat. Cortes and the 
veſt could rot conceal their uncaſineſs on hearing this, and no wonder. 

The general, however, immediately replied, that he was on that oc 
Hon much grieved at two things ; one was, his not having veſſels 
ready for the purpoſe of returning, the other, that in caſe of his doing 
ſo, de ſhould be under the necelnty of taking his Majeſty with him; 
in order to preſent him to his ſovereign the Emperor. He therefore in- 
treated Momezuma, that he would reſtrain his prieſts and wartiors, 
until he ſhould have time to build three ſhips, faying if this were not 
acceded to, we were all reſolved to die te the very laſt man and as 1 
proof of the ſincerity of his determination to depart, he declared, that 
he would immediately ſend his ſhipbuilders to fell weed and conſtruct 
the veſſels, on the coaſt. The determination of -Cortes to bring 


Montezuma with him, made that monarch more diſtreſſed and dejected- 


than ever; Cortes then repeated his aſſurance of no-unneceflary delay, 
and deſired the aſſiſtance af the king's carpenters in eonſtructing the 
veſſels; at the ſarne time requeſting his influence with'the prieſts and 
nobility, | ito prevent any inſurrection in the city, and his endeavours 


to 


Gu 


to | appeaſe his gods, provided it were not by human facrifices, 
| 4 21425 | | 

Cortes immediately Pcs to execute his determination of 
buildin g the three ſhips, contrary. to what is related by Gomara, who. 
ſays that the whole was a feint, in order to lull Montezuma and his 
ſubjects. . But on the contrary, Martin Lopez, the principal carpenter, 
who is now living, has aſſured me that he really, and in good earneſt, 
did ſet about the Work, and that the veſſels Were acti ually on the ſtocks e 


During this time we remained very penſive and ſad, in the city of 
Mexico, from the precariouſneſs of 6ur ſituation, expecting every mo- 


ment to be attacked. Our apprehenſions were increaſed by the infor- 
mations obtained by Donna Marina, and the terror and tears of the 
page, who, underſtanding the language, obtained hints which eſca 
our knowledge. We kept however good and conſtant watch on Mo 


tezuma,. and guard on our quarters, never ſleeping out of our r armour, f 


and our OS. were conſtantly n and n all 17 8 
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| Without: meaning to: boaſt lan 7 of Ft, that my armour 
was to me as eaſy as the ſofteſt down, and ſuch is my cuſtom, that 


when I now go the rounds of my diſtrict, I never take a bed with me 
unleſs I happen indeed to be attended by ſtrange cavaliers, in which 
caſe I do ĩt only in order to avoid the appearance of poverty, or penn- 
riouſneſs, but by my. faith, even when I have one I always throw my- * 
ſelf on it in my clothes, ſuch it is to be a true ſoldier! another pecu- | 
| liarity J have is, that I cannot. ſleep through the night, but always 
awaken and get up in order to contemplate. the heavens: and flars, and 
thus I amuſe myſelf, walking backwards and forwards, as I uſed to do 
when on guard, for a good ſpace of time, without hat or cap; and 
giory be'to God, I never yet caught cold, nor was a jot the worſe for 
And this the reader muſt pardon me for mentioning, it not being 
5 vanity, but that I wiſh him to know what kind of men we, the 7 


true bre ſoldiers, and real andres of Mexico were. 20 1075 
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Ti Biſhop of . whwia was 18855 le de put of the Indies; 
bore unlimited ſway in that department, during the abſence of the Em- 
peror in Flanders, He now.ſent out orders to Velaſquea; to ſeize; and 
make us priſoners, at all events: in conſequenee of which the governor 
of Cuba fitted out a fleet of nineteen ſhips, and embarked therein an 

army of one thouſand. four hundred ſoldiers, and twenty pieces of 
cannon, with all neceſſary ammunition and appointments, eighty ca- 
valry, and one hundred and ſixty muſkets and eroſs-bows, the whole 
being under the command of. Pamphiloi de Narvaez. Such were his 
exertions, and his animoſity againſt Cortes and us, that: he went for 
theſe purpoſes a journey of above ſeventy leagues from the Havannah. 
While he was thus. occupied, it appears, that the court of royal au- 
dience of St. Domingo, and the brethren of the order of Jeronymites, 
got intelligence thereof. They, knowing our good intentions, and 
great exertions for the ſervice of God and his Majeſty, and conſidering 
alſo. how injurious. to the intereſts; thereof, the meditated expedition of 
Velaſquez was likely to be, ſent the oydor Lucas, Vaſquez. de Aillon 
to. Cuba, with orders: to put a poſitive ſtop to thò ſailing of it. But 
whatever orders, oppoſition, or menaces he could: make, uſe of for the 
purpoſe were of no avail, Velaſquez confident of the ſupport of the 
Biſhop of Burgos, and having alſo expended. all his property in the 
equipment, 


VVV 6 179 ) : 
equipment, was more bent on it than ever, and held the oydor and his 
authorities in defiance... When the oydor therefore ſaw that his en- 
deavours to prevent the armament from ſailing were in vain, he thought 
it moſt prudent under all the circumſtances. to embark with it, in order 
to mediate, and prevent any injury to the public ſervice, or, if neceſſary, 
by virtue of his office as oydor, to take gegen of the e in 
chen name "ns his « Majeſty the: SUS 20 15 be 

The hi Kitted- out oy Waldes Key jen that a of 

Neem; arrived at the port of St. Juan de Ulua without any accident, 
except the loſs of one ſmall veſſel. The whole compoſed a formidable 

and reſpectable; force, conſidering that: it was entirely, created in the 
Iſland of Cuba. On its arrival, the ſoldiers who had been ſent in queſt. 
of the mines in that country, as has been before related, went on board, 
and it is ſaid that on ſo doing, they returned thanks to God for their 
delivery from the command of Cortes, and the dangers of the city of 


Mexico. Narvaez findin g them ſo open, ordered that they ſhould be 
plentifully ſupplied with wine, to render them more communicative, in 
which he effectually ſucceeded. Cervantes the jeſter, under colour of 
facetiouſneſs, expoſed to him all the diſcontents of our people relative 
to the partition of the treaſure, and alſo the quantity that was obtained; 
giving: Narvaez in many points, much more intelligence than he wiſhed 
to hear. They alſo informed him of the bad ſtate of the garriſon com- 
manded by Sandoval in Villa Rica. The news of the arrival of the fleet 
was ſoon communicated to Montezuma, who kept his knowledge of it 
from Cortes, and at the ſame time ordered liberal gifts to be preſented to · 
Narvaez, whereby a private correſpondence was opened between them, 
to the diſadvantage of the former, of whom Narvaez told the king every 
thing that was bad, ſaying we were all outcaſts and robbers, and that 
the Emperor hearing of our bad conduct, and of our having detained 
the great Montezuma in cuſtody, had ſent that force to liberate him, 
and puniſh us, by putting us all to death. This intelligence gave the 
king great ſatisfaction, for from the account of their force which Was 
n repreſented to him in painting, he thought us loſt. He ſent 
Aa 2 more 
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more magnificent preſents to Narvaes; and could not conceal the ſatis- 
faction which he felt. It was now three days ſince he had received this 
intelligence, without communicating it to Cortes, who obſerved and 
was ſurpriſed at the alteration which he perceived in him. At the ex- 
piration of that time however, being, from the eireumſtance of Cortes 
having paid him two viſits in the courſe of the day, apprehenſive of the 
general having obtained the knowledge of it through fome other channel, 
he told him the news, faying, that he had juſt that moment received it. 

Cortes demonſtrated: the ' greateſt joy, and after Montezuma had ſhewn 
him the repreſentations of it which had been tranſmitted to him, whereby” 
Cortes learned all that it is was neceſſaty for him to know, hie took his 
leave, and communicated it to his troops, who inſtantly: gat under arms, 

and fired vollies. We ſoon however perceived that Cortes when by 
himſelf was very penſive, and ſhortly: calling us together, he explained: 
to us the evident deſtination of this armament, that it was meant againſt 
us, and he now, by gifts, as well as promiſes, as if what we received 
was his private bounty, inſtead of our fair right, made intereſt with 


us, to continue firm . 1 to him in 1 e which was to, 
take , ba 
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4s From hs 8 of our als Novi was: binären tor 
ſend to the gavernor of Villa Rica, demanding of him to ſurrender his 
command. He entruſted this buſineſs. tpi three perſons, Guevara a man 
of talents and a clergyman, a relation of Velaſquez. named  Amarga, and: 
one Vergara a. ſcrivener, who accordingly ſet aut for Villa Rica. San- 
doval had received information of the arrival of an | armament; and 
gueſſing its object, prepared againſt an attack. He fent off all his in- 
valids to an Indian village at ſome diſtance, and having exhorted his 
ſoldiers to ſtand by him, he cauſed a gibbet to be erected, and placed a 
guard on the road of Cempaal. When the deputation from Narvaez 
arrived at Villa Rica, they did not meet a. perſon except Indians, for 
Sandoval had given orders to the Spaniards not to appear, and remained 
at home himſelf. They were perplexed how: to proceed, but gueſſing 
by the. rate: of the houſe that it muſt be the governors, after: 


going 


1 

going to maſs they proceeded thither. On entering, Guevara ſaluted 
Sandoval, and immediately began a converſation, the purport of which 
was, the great force Velaſquez. had ſent, and the expenee he had been 
at, for tlie purpoſe: of arreſting Cortes, and all with. him as traitors 3 
and he concluded by ſummoning Sandoval to ſurrender himſelf and his 


poſt, to General Pamphilo de Narvaez. The expreſſions uſed by this 


churchman greatly diſpleaſed Sandoval who told him, that if it was not 
for the protection his hoh profeſſion) afforded. him, he ſhould: be pu- 
niſhed for his inſolence, ini uſing. the word: traitors to thoſe who were 
more faithful ſubjects to his Majeſty! than either Narvaez or Velaſquez; 
and as to his demands, he referred him to Cortes, telling him to go to 


Mexico and ſettle his buſineſs with: him there. Guevara inſiſting on 


executing his miſſion; called to the notary Vergara to take out his autho- 
rities, which he was preparing to do, but Sandoval ſtopped kim, ſay- 
ing. Look you Vergara; your: papers are nothing to me; I know not 
if they are true or falſe, originals or copies; but I forbid you to read 
+ them here, and by heaven if you attempt it, I will this inſtant give 

you a; hundred laſhes.” At this Guevara cried out, Why do you 
© mind theſe traitors, read the commiſſion.” Sandoval then calling 
him a lying knave ordered them all to be ſeized ; whereon, a number of 
Indians who were employed to work about the fortreſs, having been 
prepared: for the purpoſe; threw. trammels over them like ſo many 
damned fouls, and making them. faſt, inſtantly ſet off with them on 
their backs, for Mexico; they hardly knowing if they were dead or 
alive, or if it was not all enchantment, when they travelled in ſuch a 
manner, poſt haſte, by freſh relays of Indians, which were in waiting, 
and ſaw the large and populous towns, which they paſſed through 
with a rapidity that ſtupified them. Thus they were carried, day and, 
night, till they were ſafely depoſited in Mexico. Sandoval ſent to con- 
duct them, Pedro de Solis, now firnamed De atras La Puerta, by 
whom he wrote a line in haſte to Cortes, informing him of the par- 


ticulars. As ſoon as the general. got intelligence of their arrival, he 


ordered us out under arms, and received them with the greateſt honor, 
looſening them from their trammels, and apologizing for the rudeneſs 
of 
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of his officer, whom he highly blamed. e gave them the moſt bc 
pitable entertainment, and treated them with the greateſt reſpect; and 
baving pretty well lined their pockets with gold, he in a few days ſent 5 
back, as tractable as Ow thoſe who ny ſat out Fg him like 


Perser lions. 0 
wo our ir general was one: £5 thoſe whoſe ccd! never are kk | 

Oy ſo alſo it is hardly neceſſary to dwell upon the merits of thoſe vali- 
ant officers and ſoldiers, who accompanied him, and by our valour in 
the field, and wiſdom in counſel, ſupported him through all his diffi- 
culties. On this occaſion it was determined by us, as moſt expedient, 

to ſend letters to Narvaez and others, which ſhould come to hand pre- 


vious to the arrival of Guevara. In this we moſt earneſtly requeſted. 
that no ſtep might be taken which would endanger our general intereſts, 
or encourage the Indians to riſe upon us, and we. alſo held out every 
inducement that friendſhip or intereſt could fi uggeſt, to bring them over 
to us. At the ſame time, under theſe general offers of kindneſs, we 
did not forget ſecretly to treat with ſuch as we thou ght likely to be 
wrought upon, for Guevara and Vergara had both informed Cortes 
| | chat Narvaez was not well with his captains, and that gold would do 
| wonders with them. Cortes adjured Narvaez in his letters, by their 
| former intimacy, not to give cauſe by his conduct for the Mexicans to 
1 riſe and deſtroy them all, aſfuring him that they were ready to do any 
3 thing to liberate Montezuma, whoſe diſpoſition had alſo greatly altered 
| : fince the time that Narvaez had begun to correſpond with him; adding, 
| that he Was convinced, that what was alledged to have been faid by 
| him never could have come from ſo wiſe a man, but was the fabrication 
| Td of ſuch wretches as Cervantes the buffoon, and the others, who had 
B miſled and miſrepreſented him. He at the ſame time offered an unli- 
5 | mited ſubmiſſion to whatever Narvaez would order. Cortes alſo deter- 
mined to write to the Secretary Andres de Duero, and the Oydor Lucas 
Vaſquez, and took care that the letters ſhould be well accompanied with 
preſents When Narvaez received the firſt letter he turned it into ridi- 
9 handing it about among his officers, calling us traitors, and ſay- 


ing 


( 


ing that he would put us all to death; a as to Cortes, he would cut 
off his ears, and broil and eat them, with a great deabof ſuch abſurdity. 
Of courſe he ſent no reply whatever. Juſt at this time, Guevara and 


his aſſociates arrived, and they immediately launched out in the praiſes 
of Cortes, declaring the expreſſions of reſpect he had made uſe of rela- 
tive to Narvaea, the ſervices that he had rendered, and the advantages | 


that would reſult from a junction of their forees. This put Narvaez 
in ſuch a rage that he would neither ſee nor hear any of them again. 
They then began to converſe with their comrades, arid when the latter 
perceived how well furniſhed they had returned, they already wiſhed 
themſelves amongſt us. At this time alſo, arrived the reverend father of 
the order of mercy, and brought with him the private letters and pre- 
ſents; he went firſt to kiſs the hands of Narvaez, and to tell him how” 
anxious Cortes was to ſerve under his command, but Narvaez would 
not ſee him, except to revile and abiiſe him. The reverehd father there- 
fore gave up that part of his commiſlion, and applied himſelf to the 
diſtribution of the preſerits, with ſueh effect, that in a ſhort time all ke 
nn oer of The _ of Narvaez were in our N * 


If the onddping originally inlined to eur „Codes: he was now 
much more ſo ſinee he ſaw the magnificent preſents which had been ſo 
liberally diſtributed:| This was ſtrongly contraſted by the miſerable ava- 
rice of Narvaea, who uſed to ſay-in'his lofty tones to his major domo, 


Take heed that not a mantle is miſſing: as I have duly entered down 


every article. This penuriouſneſs put his ' officers in an uproar of 
exclamation againſt him, all which he attributed to the intrigues of the 


oydor Vaſquez. There was alſo a difference between them owing to” 


his not keeping due accounts with the oydor, as was his duty, relative 
to the proviſions ſent in by order of Montezuma; and Narvaez being g 
encouraged: by the favour and patronage of the Biſhop of Burgos, now 
ſeized the oydor; and ſent him as a priſoner to the Iſland of Cuba, or 
Old Spain, and a gentleman of the name of Oblanco, a man of conſide- 
ration, remonſtrating with Narvaez upon this,” and ſaying a good deal 
upon the merits of Cortes and his aſſociates, was alſo arreſted by him, 

and 
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| . and thrown into priſon, igen * took ſo much to heart chat i in — 
* i days he died. The oydor Vaſquez, during the voyage, prevailed on 
| | the captain of the ſhip to land him in St. Domingo, where, waiting 
on the officers. of the royal court of audience, and the Jeronymite bro- 
thers, they were highly offended at the treatment their officer had r⸗- 
ceived, and. made complaints upon the ſubject to his Majeſty's council | 


1 Caſtile, without any effect hOWeWers: ies to a ande of wa (1 
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The bps ſent by. 1 now ee che 0 9 to a 

Gunn, The firſt thing that Narvaez did upon his arrival there, was, 

to take forcibly from the fat cacique, all the gold and mantles, and alſo 

the young Indian women who had been given to Cortes and his officers 

by their parents, and had been left in his care on our march t to Mexico. c 
The fat cacique complained to him of this, and alſo of the robberies 
committed by his ſoldiers, ſaying, that it was otherwiſe when Cortes 
and his men were there; upon which Salvatierra, a very impudent 
boaſting fellow exclaimed, · See what fear theſe Indians have of this inſig- 
e nificant Cortes.” And yet I proteſt, that this man who was ſo ready 

with his tongue on all occaſions, : when we came to attack Narvaez and 

his army, was the moſt. deſpicable. cowardly wretch I ever beheld. 

Narvaez at this time tranſmitted a copy. of the commiſſion which he held 

under the, government of Cuba, the farther particulars relative to which oY 

I will mention in their place. Our general received conſtant intelligence 

f of whatever occurred, from his friends in the army of Narvaez, and 

alſo from Sandoval, who now informed him that he entertained five per- 

ſons of conſideration who had quitted Narvaez, aſſigning as à reaſon 

for it, that when they ſaw he did not reſpect his Majeſty's oydor, ſtill 

leſs had they any hopes of good treatment from him, being the oydors 

; relations. From theſe perſons he had got information of the reſolution 5 

| of Narvaez, to come erer and ſeek. us out i in Mexico. 
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45 Narvaez and his forces, leaving Alvarado in the command of 
2 city. With him remained all thoſe who were nat inclined to go 


with us, and alſo all thoſe who we thought would be better from us: 


as having an inclination towards Narvaeg or Velaſquez. We alfo left 


a ſufficiency of proviſions, which was the morg neceſſary as the harveſt 
had been deficient, - owing to a want of rain, We ſtrengthened our 
quarters by a good palliſade, leaving eighty: three ſoldiers, with four 
large guns, twenty four muſquets and erofs-bows rr Wen horſes, to 
ee in er the aer erer ny” of e 0 f 
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\ 


„Cotes Juvving waits on Mertens Pandas b to our b ich "he 
king queſtioned him relative to his intention of marching againſt Nar- 
| vaey, both being of the ſame country, and vaſſals of the ſame monarch. 

He allo requeſted to know if he could be of any ſervice, expreſſing bis 


apprehenſion, from what he had heard of their ſuperior numbers; and 
he alſo aſked of Cortes, an explanation relative to the charges brought 


by the new comers againſt him and us, that we were outcaſts and trai- 


tors, and that the others were ſent to bring us to puniſhment. Cortes 
chearfully replied, that he had not before ſpoken to him on the ſubject 
of his departure, becauſe he was convinced it would. give his majeſty 


concern; that it was true we were all vafſals of the fame monarch, but 
utterly falſe that we were traitors and fugitives, for on the contrary, we 


had come fully authoriſed, That as for their deſtroying us by their ſu- 

perior numbers, it did net depend upon them, but upon. aur Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his bleſſed mother, who would ſupport us; and he alſo add- 
ed, that as our monarch ruled many different countries, the inhabitants 
of ſome were more brave than thoſe of others, and that we were all na- 


tives of Old Caſtille, and called true Caſtillians, whereas our opponents 


were commanded by a Biſcayan; and that his majeſty ſhould ſoon ſee the 
difference between us; ag he hoped with the bleſfing of God, to bring 


them back with him priſoners, and that our going ſhould not therefore 


give his majeſty any uneaſineſs. He alſo exprefſed his hope, that 
Montezuma would-to his utmoſt. endeavour, prevent any inſurrection 
in ns Fas as he certainly would, on his return, make thoſe who be- 

| B b haved 
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4 | haved ill in his ablaze; dearly alive fr Cortes then took "TY 
* leave, embracing Montezuma twice, which the king returned, and 
Donna Marina 8 d herſelf ſo well in her office, that ſhe made the ſe- 
. - _ _  paration a very melancholy one. Montezuma promiſed to do all that, 
\' | 6 Cortes deſired him, and offered to aſſiſt him with five thouſand troops; 
5 E an offer which Cortes, knowing indeed that he had them not to ſend, 
declined, by ſaying, that he required no aid but that of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt ; but he requeſted that the king would cauſe due attention to be 
1 | | given to that part of the temple which was conſecrated to our holy reli- 
| gion. Having parted from Montezuma, he ſummonned Alvarado and 
| the garriſon of Mexico, and addreſſing them in a body, he charged them 
to watch well, and not ſuffer the king to eſcape from them, , promiſing, . 
1 at his return, if they did their duty properly, to make them all rich. 
The clergyman Juan Diaz, and certain other 2 . ran, 1 n 
e rb „„ 5 £ 


„ | — we 3 * out on our mich ha the city 208 Cholula, — 
F vbence we ſent to the chiefs of the Tlaſcalans, requiring them to afliſt 
5 us with a force of four thouſand warriors. They replied, that if it was 

4 | againſt Indians, they were very ready to go; but if againſt our coun- 

| trymen, they begged to be excuſed. They ſent us however twenty 

loads of fowls. Cortes alſo wrote to Sandoval to join him, with all his 

| force, at a place called Tampinequeta, or Mitalaquita, twelve leagues 

8 : from Cempoal. We marched without baggage, in regular order, and 
; with two confidential men, foot ſoldiers, a days journey before us; 


. they did not keep the direct road, but went by t thoſe where cavalry 
| could not paſs, e g for intelli us! en de my ot: Nar- 
vaez. e ee $1195 e ber aki 7 4 vi. 
q we Wen we had oiboredied finite dice upon our inc one of 


| our advanced parties met with four Spaniards, who turned out to be 
i thoſe of Natvaez, with the proofs of his commiſſion. of captain gene- 
ral. On our coming to where they were, they ſaluted Cortes with great 

| ref pect, and he immediately dif! mounted, in order to confer with them. 
bf | 3 Alonzo 


W 


5 
Alonzo de Mata the prineipal perſon, was then proceeding to read the 
documents; but Cortes cut him ſhort, by aſking him if he was a roy- 
al notary, adding, that on producing his commiſſion he ſhould be obey- 

ed, but if he had it not, he could not be permitted to read any ſuppoſed 
orders; that thoſe of his Majeſty he ſubmitted to; proſtrate on the 
ground, but deſired to ſee the original. Mata, frightened, and hold- 
ing in reality no office under the/crown, did not know what to ſay; 

but Cortes relieved him from his embarraſment, and he halted here, to 

| give- them time to refreſh themſelves. ::Cortes told them our deſtination, 
and that he was ready to receive any meſſage. from their general, of 
whom he never uſed a diſreſpectful expreſſion; but he talked privately 
with theſe perſons, and uſed arguments of ſo convincing a nature, that 
before they ſeparated, he made 'them completely his friends. - On their 

return, they were loud in their praiſes of Cortes, and his generoſity ; and 

of the magnificence of our appearance; for many of our ſoldiers bore © 

ornaments of gold, upon their arms; and chains and collars of the ſame 

about their necks.” Sandoval and his party joined us on the next day, 

at the rendezvouz; they were in all about ſeventy. With them came 
the five who had quitted Narvaez, and who were moſt graciouſly. re- 
ceived by Cortes. Sandoval told him, that he had ſome time before 
ſent two ſoldiers, diſguiſed like Indians, into the quarters of Narvaez; 
their complexions reſembled the natives, and each brought a load of 
fruit to ſell. They went directly to the habitation of the brave Salvati- 

erra, wWwho bought their fruit for a ſtring of yellow beads; he then ſent 
them to get graſs for his horſe, on the banks of a little river; they 
brought the laſt load about the hour of veſpers, and having fed the horſe, 
they ſat there till night, during. which time they heard Salvatierra ob- 
ſerve to ſome of his aſſociates, what a lucky moment they had come at, 
to get the ſeven hundred thouſand crowns, from that traitor Cortes. 5 
As ſoon as it was dark, our ſoldiers got out. of the houſe. unobſerved, 
taking with them the horſe, ſaddle and bridle, and on their way they 
met with. another horſe which was lame, and which they alſo ſeized 
and brought off. Cortes laughed heartily when he heard it, and we 
afterwards learned that Salvatierra had diverted all the army of Narvaez 
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with his ſurdities, when he found the trick that had * n up. 
on him. 2 n time nen A e a better watch, | 6 | 


It was WATT now boy * t6 ſend the: nenen father of the 
order of mercy, with a letter to Narvaez, the contents of which were 
to this purpoſe. That we hdd rejoiced on hearing of ſo noble a perſon's 


arri val in this country, as expecting material advantage therefrom, both 


to our holy religion, and his Majeſty's ſervice; but that contrary td our 
expectations he had reviled us, and cauſed the whole country. to revolt. 
That our general had ſent, offering to reſign to him whatever territories 
or provinces he choſe to occupy, and to engage in new expeditions. 
That if he came by virtur of a commiſſion from his Majeſty, we de- 
manded a ſight of the original, within the ſpace of three days, for which 
purpoſe, and to obey it proſtrate on the earth, we had now advanced 
hither ; but if no ſuch authority was in his poſſeſſion, he ſhould return 
to the Iſland of Cuba, and not do amy thing here that would throw the 
country into a diſturbance, which if he attempted, we would as in du: 
ty bound make him priſoner, and ſtnd him to be dealt with according 
to his Majeſty's pleaſure. That he was anſwerable for all the lamenta- 
ble conſequences that would enſue, and that this letter was thus ſent, 


becauſe no royal notary dare undertake to deliver one, as dedording te 


due fotm ought to be done, after the violence committed againſt his Ma- 
jeſty's officer, the oydor, a crime Læſæ Majeſtatis, the perpetrator of 
which Cortes was in duty bound to apprehend and bring ts juſtice, and 


fer which he thereby cited him to appear and anſwer, calling God to 


witneſs the juſtneſs of his -coriduct. This letter concluding with ex- 
pieſſions of great reſpect, was ſi gned by Cortes, the captains, and ſe- 


veral ſoldiers, and ſent hy the Reverend Father Olmedo, and by a ſoldier 


of the name of Ulagre, whoſe beother© came over with Nu as „ehr 
8 af his n.. | 5 


Ounedo on kis arrival REY in- Narvacts ab Set 1 
alfo procetided to execute the reſt of his miſſion, in bringing. together 
cerain-vffiecrs"of that army, wing whom were Rodorigo Mira and 

Ulagre 
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Ulagre of the artillery, To theſe he liberally diſtributed his zold, and 


alſo, more privately, to Andres de Duero, with an earneſt invitation to 


him to viſit Cortes. Narvaez ſoon began to ſuſpect what was the real 


object of Olmedo, and was inclined to ſeize and make him priſones ; 
| which deut known to Duero, who had 15 inflyence with Narvaez, 


eclated,” bs e eee to him the i impropriety of — Lock an 
outrage againſt a perſon of a holy function. He alſo ſurmiſed to him 
the great probability that the ſoldiers of Cortes might be eaſily won over 


to him by a little attention and policy. Having by theſe arguments and 


other ſimilar ones appeaſed Narvaez for the preſent, he took his leave, 


and informed Olmedo of what hai paſſed. Narvaez ſhortly after fent 
for Olmedo, who waited on him, and deſired permiſſion to ſpeak to him 
in-private, and there in a laughing manner 'began to tell him how he 


not a perſon exiſting more devoted to his ſervice, and that he knew to 
_ a:certainty many perſons in the army of Cortes would be very glad to fee 
him delivered into the hands of his excellency ; indeed he would venture 
to ſay our whole army was of that opinion, and as a proof of it, he aſ- 
fured him, that he poſſeſſed a letter full of abſurdities, which Cortes 
had written by the perſuaſion of thoſe who wiſhed to deliver him up, 
and which was indeed ſuch ridiculous ſtuff that he had been once or 
twice inclined to throw jt away, but would with his permiſſion now 
bring it to him. He accordingly went, as he faid, for the letter, pre- 
_ tending he had left it in his baggage, but in reality to call to Duero and 
hardy to deſire them to be en as Witnelles at the, delivery of it. 


Don, in a order to carry on his plan of getting an interview with 
Cores, then propoſed, that ſteps ſhould be taken to open a communi- 
cation between them and him, to which Auguſtin Bermudez a ſecret 


friend of Cortes added, that Duero and Salvatierra ſhould be ſent upon 


the buſineſs; this he did knowing the character of Salvatierra, who was 
not at all diſpoſed to the expedition. It was at laſt ſettled, that Duero 


ſhould. wait on Cortes to invite him to a meeting for the purpoſe of ac- 
commodation 


knew that he had given orders to take him priſaner, whereas there was 


6% N 
* commodation, and the arrangement of their future meaſures, 'at a place 
which lay at a convenient diſtance between the quarters of the two ar- 
mies, and that there Narvaez was to ſeize and make him priſoner, for 
« which purpoſe he prepared twenty of his ſoldiers in whom he placed 
« moſt confidence. Intelligence of all-this was immediately conveyed to 
Cortes. The reverend father remained at the quarters of Narvaez, hav- 
ing made out a a relationſhip t to Salyatierra, with han he dined every 
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Our it gta, on \ firſt bein g of the ariel of Navines, bent a fol 

dier who had ſerved in Italy and underſtood perfectly the management 
of the lance, to the ere of the Chinantans, who had ſhortly before 
I 0 5 entered into alliance with us. They uſed lances much longer than ours, 
5 with blades of ſharpened. hone: This ſoldier,” named Barrientos, was 
ſent for the purpoſe of obtaining from them three hundred of their lances, 
and as there was plenty of copper in that province, he gave him direc- 
tions to get two heads made of this metal, for each larice. Theſe were 
accordingly done, being executed with ſuch ingenuity that they exceed- 
ed the pattern. He alſo obtained the aſſiſtance of two thouſand warri- 
3 De ' ors of this nation, who were to rendezvouz at our quarters,” armed in 
„ the ſame manner. Having done this he returned, with two hundred 

| Indians, bringing with them the lances which he had procured for us, 
bt ; | and which we found on handling to be extraordinarily good, and we 
0 were immediately exerciſed with them. A muſter was alfo taken of our 
=. army, which amounted to two hundred and ſix, * including fife 
[1 and drum, with five mounted cavalry, two artillery men, few croſs- 
1 bow - men, and fewer muſqueteers. And this was the force, and ſuch 


the weapons, with which we marched' a gainſt, and! were to encounter 
and defeat the army of Narvaer. e | 
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1 muſt recall the c of my reader to that part of my narra- 
tive, wherein I related how Andres de Duero, and the Contador de 
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Excluſive of the garriſon of Villa Rica. 
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Lares, negociated the appointment of Cortes to the "IVY of captain, 
general. Alſo that they were to make an equal partition of all the. 
treaſure that ſhould be acquired by him. Duero now therefore ſeeing 
Cortes ſo wealthy, under colour to Narvaez of a treaty whereby to get. 
Cortes in his power, waited on the latter, in order to obtain from him 
his ſhare of the riches, for the third partner, De Lares, was ſometime. 
dead. This Cortes not only acceded to, but moreover promiſed him 
equal command with himſelf, and an equal ſhare of territory 
when the conqueſt of the country ſhould be effected; ſo that it was 

agreed between them, together with Auguſtin Bermudez, Alguazil 
major of the army of Naryaez, and many others whom I will not now. 
name, to get rid of the command. of Narvaez altogether. Cortes to 
confirm theſe, and bring over others, was more liberal than ever in his 
preſents, with which he loaded the twa Indians of Duero. On one of 
theſe days of intercourſe, after they had been a conſiderable time toge- 
ther privately, and had dined, Duero having mounted his horſe, aſked 
Cortes if he had any commands for him; to which Cortes replied, that 
he wiſhed to remind him not to deviate from what they had now ſettled, 
for that if he did, by his conſcience, which was his uſual oath, he 
would be in his quarters within three days, and that he ſhould be the 
very firſt perſon at whom he would throw his lance; and faying this, 
he bid him farewell. Duero turned off laughing, and ſaid that he would 
not fail, On his arrival at the bag val of . he is ſaid to have 


z 7 


under his Nee 


Cortes now ſent for —— Velaſquez de Leon, a perſon of much 
9 and who had always been his particular friend, though 
a near relation of the governor of Cuba, and on his coming to him told 
him, in that ſmooth and perſuaſive manner that he could put on when 
ever he pleaſed, Senior Velaſquez de Leon, Duero has informed me, 
that Narvaez is anxious to ſee you in his camp, and that it is report- 
4 41 if you go thither I am an undone man. Now my worthy friend 
mount your grey mare, put on your fanfarona, (gold chain, ) take with 
« you all your valuables, and more ftill, which I will give you, and 
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4 and fix yourſelf with Narvaez immediately, and diſtribute the gold- 
«1 give you according to my directions.“ Velaſquez replied, has 
ke would willingly obey his order in every thing but one, which was 
that of taking his treaſure. with him. To which Cortes anſwered that 
he believed as much, but that he did not wiſh him to go on other terms 
than what he had mentioned. De Leon ſtill however continued firm” 
in what he had ſaid, and after a ſecret conference ſet out for Cempoal. 
In about two hours after the departure of Velaſquez, Cortes ordered the 


drum to be beat to arms, whereon our little army aſſembled, and we ſet 
forward on our march. On our way we killed two wild hogs, which 


our ſoldiers faid was a good omen. We ſlept all that night by the fide 


of a rivulet, according to cuſtom the ground our bed. and ſtones our 
pillows , and next day arrived at the river and place where the city of 
Vera Cruz is now built, but which was at that time an Indian village, 
and planted with trees. As it was about midday and the weather very 


ſultry, we repoſed here for the preſent, being much fatigued by the 


| waght of our Arms and lances. 5 


ann d h Lack arrived by day break at the town of IMO : 


The Indians were overjoyed to ſee him and circulated the news of his 


arrival, ſo that Narvaez heard of it, and immediately thereon came out 
to embrace him. Velaſquez having paid his compliments faid, that he 
only came in the hopes of making an amicable arrangement between 


him and Cortes; upen which Narvaez taking him aſide, aſked him 


how he could talk of treating with any ſuch traitor. Velaſquez re- 


plied, that Cortes was a faithful and zealous officer of his majeſty, 


and defired that no ſuch epithet ſhould be applied to him in his pre- 


' ſence. Narvaez however perſiſted, offering, if he would renounce 


Cortes, to make him the ſecond in command ; to which Velaſquez 
replied that he ſhould be unpardonable 'in quitting one who had done 
ſo much for the ſervice of his God and-king. By this time all the 
principal officers had arrived to falute Velaſquez, who was a favorite 
amongſt them, being a very polite and well bred gentleman, of a 
fine figure and perſon, and he now wore a great gold chain which 

| | made 
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made two returns over his ſhoulders, and ren his body, ſo that he 
gave the idea of a truly gallant: ſoldier, and impreſſed all who beheld 


him with reſpect. The Alguazil Bermutez, and Andres de Duero, 


wiſhed particularly to communicate with him in private, but juſt at this 
moment arrived a Captain Gamarra, together with one Juan Yuſte, 
Juan Buono, and Salvatierra the braggart. Theſe perſons, determined 
Narvaez to make him priſoner, for the freedom with which he had 
ſpaken in favour of Cortes, and Narvaez had in conſequence given 
privately an order for ĩhe purpoſe, which coming to the knowledge of 
thoſe already ſpoken of, as having embarked in the intereſts of Cortes, 
they immediately repreſented to him the impropriety of ſuch a violent 
proceeding, and how impolitie it would be. Hereupon Narvaez a again 
addreſſed him in 4 very friendly manner, requeſting his aſſiſtance to 
bring Cortes and the reſt of us into their power, and invited him to dine 


with him the next day. Velaſquez protniſed aſſiſtance to his deſign, 


but repreſenting Cortes as determined and head ſtron g. he recommend- 


ed a diviſion of the country, and that each ſhould take ſeparate pro- 
vinces. At this time Olmedo getting within hearing of Velaſquez, and 
ſpeaking i in the manner of a perſon of truſt, addreſſing himſelf to Nar- 
vaez ſaid, ** Let your excellency order out your troops under arms, 
and ſhew him what your force is, that Cortes may know, and be 
« terrifyed at.it.” Narvaez agreeing. to this, the troops were turned 
out in review order, and paſſed by them. Velaſquez complimentin 2 
Narvaez upon their number and appearance, and wiſhing him an in- 
creaſe of his power, the latter replied, ſaying, he believed Velaſquez 
was now convinced how effectually he could have cruſhed Cortes and 
all thoſe with: him: to which Velaſquez only anſwered that he truſted 
they knew how to defend: themſelves; On the next day he , dined 
with Narvacz, and there was in company a nephew of the governor of 
Cuba, a captain in the army. The converſation turning on the recent 
events, this gentleman uſed very inſulting language in reſpect to Cortes; 
upon which, Velaſquez riſing up addreſſed himſelf to Narvaez and ſaid, 
„ have already requeſted, general, that you would not permit'in my 
* preſence, diſreſpectful language of any of my friends, for we do not 
Cc deſerve 
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4 derer it.“ But the other gentleman, « on this, launching out into 


ſtill greater liberty with Velaſquez himſelf, the latter inſtantly laid his 
hand 6n his ſword, defiring Narvaez to permit him'to puniſh him as a 


baſe liar; but the officers preſent interfering prevented miſchief, and it 


was recommended both to Velaſquez and Olmedo to quit the place. 
Velaſquez accordin gly, on his excellent grey mare, armed in his helmet 
and coat of mail which he always wore, and his' gold chain about his 
ſhoulders, went to take his leave of Narvaez, wl o returned his ſalute 

very coolly. The young man we have before ſpoken of. was again very 
violent, but Velaſquez gave him no other reply than ſwearing by his 
beard,” that he would in a few days ſee what materials he was 18 of: 

then, taking haſty leave of thoſe who were ſtanding by, he put ſpurs 
to his good grey mare, and was ſoon out of ſight, for he had got a hint 
or ſuſpicion that Narvaez would ſend after him, and ſaw ſome perſons 


on horſeback, apparently for the purpoſe; but he was too well mount- 
ed for e and reached our camp in __ 5 COS 2 | 


We were at that time repoſing by the fide of al river, after the 
fatigues of ſo ſultry a march, when a report came from an outpoſt that 
horſemen were in fight. On their arrival, what greeting, and em- 
bracing, and joy and congratulation! and how Cortes received them ! 
and well he might, for they were eminently ſerviceable to him. We 
all got round to hear their narrative. Velaſquez told Cortes firſt how 
he had executed his commiſhon, and diſtributed his prefents. Then our 
merry droll friar took off Narvaez when he made him order out his | 
troops in review, to laugh at him; and told us by what fineſſe he got 
him to read the letter; and how he had perfuaded the bragging fool 
Salvatierra that he was his couſin, the one being from Olmedo, and the 
other from Burgos; and of the ridiculous ſpeeches and geſtures the fel- 


low made when he was talking how he would kill Cortes, and all of 


us, for the loſs of his horſe; mimicking him to admiration: Thus 


were we all together like ſo many brothers, rejoicing and laughing as if 


we had been at a ee g or a feaſt, knowing well that tomorrow 


was the day in which we were to conquer or die, oppoſed to five times 


our 
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our number. Such is the fortune of war! We then proceeded on our 


march, and halted for the night by the river and bridge which is about 


a league ty WF from. anni at es there: i is a m m at chat 
3 N 

After the rp of he royepoged father nk Juan Velaſquez from 
the quarters of Narvaez, it ſeems that certain of the officers gave advice 
to him of the ſecret practices which had been going on, and recommend- 
ed to him to be well upon his guard, as Cortes had many friends 
amongſt his troops. The fat Cacique alſo, who was greatly in dread 
of being called to account, by Cortes, for having delivered up the women 


and 8 with which he had been intruſted, was very vigilant in 
watching and e intelli gener of our mee. as 5 he. was. directed 


by Naryaez „ 8 50 

Finding that we had now approached near to Cempoal, the fat 
Cacique thus addreſſed Narvaez. What are you doing, and how 
careleſs are you! do you think that Malintzin and his Teules are equal- 
h lo? I tell you that when you leaſt expect it he will come upon 
you and put you all to death.” Although Narvaez laughed at this, 


he did not however reject the warning. The firft thing he in conſe- 


quence did was, to declare war againſt us with fire, ſword, and free rope. 
This we learned from a ſoldier named El Galleguillo, who came over to 


us, or was ſent by Andres de Duero to Cortes. He then drew up his 


artillery, 0 0 cavalry, and infantry, in a plain diſtant a quarter of a league 
from Cempoal, where he determined to wait for us. It happened to 


rain exceedingly heavy on that day, and as the troops of Narvaez were 


not accuſtomed to hardſhip, and moreover deſpiſed us, they grew reſt- 


lefs and. uneaſy in their ſituation, and the .captains adviſed their chief 


to march them back to their quarters. which he accordingly did, form- 
ing his eighteen. guns in a line, in front of the building in which he 
lodged. His officers alſo adviſed, that a grand guard of forty cavalry 
ſhould be poſted for the night on the road of Cempoal, and that ſome 
cavalry, vedettes, and active foot ſoldiers, ſhould be placed to watch 

Cc 2 the 
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the ford which we muſt paſs. Twenty of the cavalry were alſo to pa- 
trole during the whole night in and about the quarters of Narvaez, All 
this was done by the advice of his 'afficers; who wiſhed to get back un- 
der ſhelter, and who deſpiſed Cortes, ſaying it was abſurd to ſuppoſe 
he would come to attack them with his pitiful handful. of men, and 


that if he had advanced, it was e a mere oftentation, in n order to in- 
duce _ A watts into nn 53 16837 e n eee ts iti 5 


7 ? 
* 


. * * * % 7 a 
5 ; of , = SET. F 1 7 97% % wo " * 753 * 
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When Nabrike Kites to his quarters, the lads publicly two 
donn crowns to whoever killed Cortes or Gonzalo de Sandoval. He 
placed : as ſpies at the ford, one Gonzalo Carraſco who lives now in La 
Puebla, and another ſoldier of the name of Hurtado.” 'Healfo filled his 
own quarters with Soldiers armed with muſcjuets, © er6{s:bows, and 


partizans, and did the ſame by thoſe of the Veedor Salvatierra, Gamar- 
ra, and * Buono. 


1 TEC . . 


As foo as we bad Anta at the mer nich' n. runs 6 Genen the 
fertile meadows at about a leagues diſtance from Cempoal, truſty perſons 
being felected and ſent to the outpoſts, our Cortes fummoned us all, of- 
ficers and ſoldiers, around him, where he' was on horſeback, and carneſt- 
by enjoining filence, addreſſed us as follows. Gentlemen, it is well 
Kknown to you that D. Velaſquez governor | of Cuba ſelected me for 
your captain general, not that your number did not contain many 
« equally worthy ; and you alfo recollect how it was believed by us, and 
publicly proclaimed, that we came to colonize, when in reality our 
inſtructions went no farther than to barter with the natives. You al- 

ſo recolle& my determination to return to Cuba, in order to give an 
account of my miffion to him by whom I was entruſted with it, but 
* that by your command I was required to ſtay and colonize in the 
„ country for his Majeſty” $ ſervice, as, thanks to God, has been done, 
« and a wiſe determination it was. You alfo made me as you recollect 


4 your captain general, and chief magiſtrate, until his Majeſty's plea- 


616 


ſure was known, and we have in conſequence rendered eſſential ſer- 
vice to our God and Monarch. I muſt now remind you how we 
* have 


( 1979 ). 

* have written to his Majeſty, giving a full account of theſe countries, 

and requeſting that the government of them may not be beſtowed on any 
unworthy perſon, and that we, fearing the effect of the arts and influe 
* ence of the Biſhop of Burgos, and of the Governor of Cuba whom he 
*«* favors, had reſolved . to maintain his Majeſty's government and 
right in this coumry, until his royal mandate duly authenticated 
« ſhould be produced to us, which we would then as in duty bound, 

be obey, proſtrate upon the earth. You alſo recollect how we have ſent 
the treaſure obtained by us to his Majeſty. Now therefore, advert- 
ing to other matters, I muft remind you how often you have all been 
* at the point of death in various wars and battles, how we have ſuf⸗ 
' fered from fatigues, and rains, and winds, and hunger, ſleeping on 
our arms, on the ground and in fnow. Not to mention above fifty 
of our countrymen dead, and your own wounds as yet unhealed, our 
« ſufferings by ſea and land, the perils of Tabaſco, Tlaſcala, and of 
Cholula, where the veſſels were prepared in which we were to have 
«© been boiled, and our perilous entry into Mexico. In addition there- 
to many of you have been on expeditions. of adventure antecedent 
to this, and have riſqued and loſt your properties, and now gentle- 
© men, Narvaez comes, and maligns and aſperſes us with the great 
Montezuma, and immediately on landing proclaims war againſt us, 
with fire, ſword, and rope, as if we were infidel Moors.“ As ſoon 
as Cortes had concluded this he proceeded to exalt our perfons and valour 
to the ſkies, and after an abundance of the moſt flattering promiſes he 
concluded by obſerving, that Narvaez came to deprive us of our lives, 
and properties; that he had imprifoned his Majeſty's oydor, and that 
it-was uncertain if he held his command by any more than the favor of 
the Biſhop of Burgos. It was therefore neceſſary, he ſaid, for us, as faith- 
ful ſubjects, to fight in defence of his Majeſty's rights, our lives, and 
properties, and he now demanded to hear our determination, 


Our officers and ſoldiers all replied, that we were ready and deter- 
mined to conquer or die; and we warned him not to ſay any more about an 
accommodation, or partition of the country, for that if he did, we 

would 
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would plunge our ſwords in 1 his body. Cortes on hearing this applauded 
our ſpirit, ſaying, that he expected no leſs, and adding a profuſion of 
promiſes, and aſſurances that he would make us all rich and proſperous, 
He then, adverting to our intended attack, earneſtly enjoined us to ob. 
ſerve the ſtricteſt filence, faying, that to conquer in battle, prudence and 
ſilence were more neceſſary than exceſs of bravery ; that he knew our ar- 
dour ind uced all to ſtrive who ſhould be moſt forward, and that it was 
neceffary to diſtribute us by companies, and to appoint to each his diſ- 
tinct duty. Accordingly, he ordered that in the attack the firſt thing to 
be done ſhould be, to ſeize the artillery. For this duty he ſelected ſe- 
venty ſoldiers, of which number I was one, and put us under the com- 
mand of Pizarro, an active lad, whoſe name however was at that time 
a8 little known as that of Peru. He gave us alſo further orders, that as 
ſoon as we were maſters of the guns, we ſhould join and ſupport the 
detachment which was to attack the quarters of Narvaez. This laſt 
mentioned duty he aſſigned to Sandoval, with ſeventy elected men, and 


1 this captain was alſo alguazil major, he gave him a warrant to arreſt 
Os. drawn up as follows. 


5 


| "as de Sandoval, alguazil major for his Majeſty | in ” how 
Spain. You are hereby commanded, to ſeize the body of Pamphilo de 
Narvaez, and in caſe he makes reſiſtance, to put him to death; the 
ſame being neceſſary to the ſervice of God, and his Majeſty, whoſe 


officer he has impriſoned. Given under my hand, at head ar, 
Counter ſigned, | 
Pedro Hernandez, Secretary. 


eee C ortes _ 
Cortes alſo promiſed to the firſt ſoldier who Jaid his hand « on Nar- 
vaez, the ſum of three thouſand crowns, to the ſecond, two thouſand, 
and to the third, one thouſand, as he ſaid, to buy gloves. He appoint- 
ed captain I. Velaſquez de Leon to ſeize his relation Diego Velaſquez, 
with whom he had the quarrel, and gave him a. detachment of ſeventy 
ſoldiers, retaining twenty with himſelf, as a reſerve, to go wherever he 
ſaw moſt occaſion, and more particularly to ſupport. the attack upon the 
quarters 
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quarters of Narvser; nl Salvatierra, in a lofty temple. Having thus 
arranged his troops and inſtructed his captains, he addreſſed us in a few 


words, ſaying, he well knew that the army of Narvaez was four times 


more numerous than ours, but that they were not accuſtomed to arms, 
and many of them were ill; he therefore truſted, that, attacking them 


thus unexpectedly, God would give the victory to us, who were his 
faithful ſervants, and that next to divine aſſiſtance, we were to rely on, 
our own courage, and the ſtrength of our arms; that now was the hour 
of trial, and ap at worlt it was enen to die with . 

One circurtfiaiice has ſtruck me fi nce, which" is, that be never 
once faid or inſinuated to us that ſuch or ſuch perſons in the army of 
Narvaez were our friends; and in ſo doing he acted like a wiſe captain, 
making us rely entirely on our o exertions, and uſe them to the ut- 
moſt, without expecting any other aſſiſtance or ſ upport. Our three de- 
tachments were now formed, and the captains at the head of each, they 


and the foldiers mutually encouraging each other. Our captain, Pi- 


zarro, explained to us how we were to ruſh in upon the guns with our 
lances at the charge, and that immediately on getting them in our pol- 


ſeſſion, the artillery men who-were attached to his company ſhould. Boon 


| and fire them a gainſt the gw" of Narvaez. 


What would we not have given for defenſive armour on this night f 
A1 morion, a helmet, or à breaſtplate, would have fetched any money. 
Our counterſign was Spiritu ſanto, N e fanto. That of Narvaea was 
Santa Maria, Santa m__ 155 5 


As Captain Sandoval and I were always intimate friends, he at this 
time called me afide, and made me promiſe him that after the capture 
of the guns if I remained alive, 1 would ſeek out and attach myſelf to- 


him for the reſt of the engagement. Theſe things being arranged, we 
remained with empty ſtomachs, reflecting on what was before us, and: 
waiting for the orders to march. I was ſtationed centinel at an advan- 
ced poſt, and had not been there long when a patrole eame to me, and 
| aſked. 
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aſked me if I had heard any 8 I replied that I had not. A cor- 
poral ſoon after came to our. poſt and ſaid that Galleguillo the deſerter 
of Natvaez's army was miſſing, and that he had come amongſt us as 
a ſpy ; in conſequence of which Cortes had given orders that we ſhould. 
march inſtantly. Accordingly we heard our n dent, and the a 
tains — over en On: Fonts Loo bt fy 


We joined the 4 00 and ag g on Our march; we FR 
the ſoldier whom we had miſſed, fleeping in the road. under ſome man- 
tles, for the poor fellow not being inured to hardſhips was fatigued. We 
continued our march at a quick pace, and in profound ſilence, and ſoon 
arrived at the river, where we ſurpriſed the two vedettes of the army of 
Narvaez, one of whom, by name Carrafco, we made priſoner, the other 
flying before us into the town, and giving the alarm. On account of 
the rain, we found the river deeper than uſual, and. difficult to paſs. 
owing to the looſe ſtones under our feet, and the weight of our arms. 
I alfo recollect that the ſoldier whom we had made priſoner called to our 
general, Senior Cortes do not advance, for I rear. that Narvaez is 
«« with his whole force drawn up to receive you.“ Cortes gave him 
in charge to his ſecretary, Hernandez, and we proceeded, and'on com- 
ing into the town, heard the man who had eſcaped, giving the alarm, 
and Nn calling to his N to turn out. 


Our company which wank the column; * g our lances, ruſh- 
ed on, and cloſing up to the guns, made ourſelves maſters of them 
without giving the artillery men time to put the matches to more than 
four, of which one ſhot only took effect, killing three of our ſoldiers. 
Our whole force now advanced with drum beating, and: falling upon 
the cavalry brought down ſix or ſeven of them, whilſt we who had got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the guns could not quit them, becauſe the enemy kept up a 
heavy diſcharge of arrows and muſquetry from the quarters of Narvaez. 
Captain de Sandoval and his company coming forward, marched up. the 
ſteps of the temple, notwithſtanding that he was ſtoutly reſiſted by the 
enemy with miſſile weapons, muſquetry, partizans, and lances, and 
then. 
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then, we who were in charge of the artillery, perceiving that there was 
no longer any danger to them, left them to our gunners, and proceeded 
with Captain Pizarro to ſupport the attack of Sandoval, who had been 
forced down ſix or ſeven of the ſteps. Supported by us they again ad- 
vanced, making the enemy give ground in their turn, and juſt at that 


inſtant, if I do not miſtake, I heard the voice of Narvaez crying out, 


« Santa Maria aſſiſt me, for they have killed me, and ſtruck out one 


of my eyes]! On this we all ſhouted out, 1 Y WOO: _ the 
8 A Santo! Narvees is dead. 


Still we cond not bu our r way. into the 1 until Martin Lo- 
| pez the ſhipwright, a very tall man, ſet fire to the thatch of the roof, 
and the fire ſpreading, forced thoſe who were inſide to ruſh out and 
come tumbling down the ſteps. P. Sanchez Farfan was the firſt who 
laid. his hand on Narvaez ; we brought. him priſoner to Sandoval, to- 
gether with ſeveral of his captains, and continued ſhouting, * w 
$6 Live our King and Cortes! Narvaee i is dead! ! oy 


hai this time _ and the reſt; of our army were 3 
with thoſe of the troops of Narvaez who yet held out, in ſome lofty 
temples which we now battered with the artillery. As ſoon as 
our ſhouts were underſtood, and the cauſe of them, Cortes made pro- 
clamation that all who did not inſtantly ſubmit, and range themſclves 
under the ſtandards of his Majeſty, and the command of his officer Cor- 
tes, ſhould be put to death. This however had no effe on thoſe who 
occupied the lofty temples where Diego Velaſquez and Salvatierra were 
poſted, until Sandoval with one half of our body, and the guns, pro- 
ceeded againſt them, and entering, made thoſe officers and the people 
with them priſoners. As ſoon as this was done, Sandoval returned to 
keep guard upon Narvaez, who was doubly ironed. We had alſo with 
him under our care, Salvatierra, D. Velaſquez, Gamarra, Juan Vuſte, 
Juan Buono Viſcaino, and many other principal perſons. Shortly after, 
Cortes came in unobſerved, fatigued, and the ſweat running down his 
face; and addreffin 8 Sandoval, without any eiten or compli- 
1 | ment 
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ment, told him that it was impoſſible to deſcribe what he had gone 
through. Then turning about he cried, © What is become of Narvaez ? 
% howis Narvacz? Sandoval anſwered, Here he is very ſafe. Cortes then 
« faid, . Son Sandoval keep good watch on him, and the other captains.” 


After which he haſtened out to cauſe proclamation to be > made, that all 
ſhould immediately lay down their arms and e —_ 


All this paſſed during the night, ſhowers u Ming very „ Segvesdh 
and in the intervals the moon money ; but juſt at the moment of our at- 
tack it was extremely dark, and rained heavily, and a multitude of fire 
flies appearing at the ſame time, the ſoldiers of Narvacz thought that 
they were gd lighted matches of our r muſquetry. | SES LT 


Narvaez was very badly wounded, and 155 eye was beben out; he 
therefore requeſted that his ſurgeon named Maeſtre Juan ſhould be 
ſent for. This being done, whilſt he was under the operation of hav- 
ing his eye dreſſed, Cortes entered the room unnoticed ; but being 
ſoon obſerved, Narvaez addreſſing him faid, ** Senior Captain Cortes, 
appreciate as it deſerves your good fortune, in having defeated and 
made me priſoner.” , Cortes replied that his thanks were due to God, 
and to his valiant officers and ſoldiers, but that it was the leaſt of our 
atchievements ſince our arrival in New Spain, and that for daring, he 
thought the arreſt of his Maj eſty” s officer much exceeded it. He n 
quitted the gh _ ee Sandoval to keep good Ow” 


We Gon after brou ght Narbe and his reſt of the rider to ano- 
ther apartment, where a guard was placed upon them compoſed of our 
moſt truſty and confidential ſoldiers. To this duty I was appointed, and 
Sandoval before he left us called me afide, and gave me a private order 
to permit no perſon whatever to ſpeak to Narvaez. We knew that forty 
of the cavalry were at an outpoſt on the river; it was therefore neceſſary 
to keep a good guard until this party was diſpoſed of, leſt they ſhould 
fall on us in order to reſcue their officers, Cortes now ſent to them Chriſ- 
toval de Oli, and de Ordas, mounted on two of the horſes of Narvaez 
which we found tied in a ſmall wood cloſe to Cempoal, with unlimited 

offers 


E 


offers if they would come in and ſubmit. Our officers. guided by one 


af Narvaez's ſoldiers arrived at the poſt of the cavalry, and by their 


promiſes and arguments won chem over, and. they al entered the town. 
I MS Err | | | 


By this: time it was clear. FRY Darts, Gated: in an arm aka a 
add of orange colour thrown over his ſhoulders, his arms by his fide, 
and ſurrounded by his officers and ſoldiers, received the ſalutations of 
the cavaliers who as they diſmounted came up to him to kiſs his hand. 
It was wonderful to fee the affability, and the kindneſs with which he 
ſpoke to and embraced them, and the compliments which he made to 
them; amongſt the number were Auguſtin Bermudez, Andres de Du- 
ero, and many other friends of our general. Each, as he had paid his 
reſpects, took his leave, and went to the quarters aſſigned him. Du- 
ring all this time, and even before the arrival of the cavalry, the drums, 
fifes, and timbals of the army of Narvaez never ceaſed, having. ſtruck 
up at day break in honor of Cortes, without being deſired or ſpoken to 
by any one of us. One of them a Negro and a comical fellow, danced 
and ſhouted for joy, crying, Where are the Romans who with ſuch 
* ſmall numbers have ever atchieved ſuch a glorious victory?“ Nor 
was it poſſible to ſilence him or the reſt, until Cortes was at laſt obli- 
mn to order one e of em to be confined. 

yy loſſes on wy ide on a this 8 were as follow. The en- 
Pha of Narvaez, named Fuertes, an Hidalgo of Seville. A captain of 
the ſame army named Roxas, of Old Caſtille, and two others killed, and 
many wounded. One alſo of the three who had antecedently deſerted 
from us to him was killed. Four of our. ſoldiers were killed, and a 
number wounded. The fat Cacique on our approach had taken refuge 
in the quarters of N arvaez; he alſo received a wound: Cortes ordered 
him to his houſe, and to be there protected and taken care of, Of the 
two others who deſerted from us, each got his deſerts, Eſcalona being 
ſeverely wounded, and Cervantes well beaten. 
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As to the flerceSalvatierta; his foldiers declared that they never ſaw ſo 
pitiful 4 fellow, nor ſo terrified a being when he heard our drum beat; 
but when we ſhouted for victory, and eryed that Narvaez was dead, he 
told them that he had got a pain in his ſtomach, and could fight no 
more. Such was the reſult of his bravados. Captain Velaſquez de 
Leon took his relation Diego Velaſquez to his own quarters, where he 
had his wounds — el _ treated * with the GO ciſtine 
tion. ieee 94 9 | 


off The reinforcement of the warriors of Chinanta, which Cortes had 
been promiſed, marched in ſhortly after the action was over, conducted 
by out ſoldier Barrientos, with great pomp and regularity, in two files, 
lanciers and archers alternately, and in this manner they came to the num- 
ber of one thouſand five hundred, with colours, drums, and trumpets, 
ſhouting, and making ſuch a warlike appearance that it was glorious to 
behold. It afforded matter of aftoniſhment to the army of Narvaez, fot 
they appeared to be double their real number; Our general received 
them with infinite courteſy, and diſmiſſed them with dab and hand- 
ſome preſents. 


Cortes now ſent Franciſco as Lüge to der al the pete ard 
pilots of the fleet to come to him at Cerapoal, or, in.caſe they refuſed, 
to make them priſoners. He alſo gave directions that the ſhips ſhould 
be diſmantled, thereby cutting off all poſſibility of a communication with 
Cuba. Narvaez had confined one Barahona, a rich man, and after- 
wards an inhabitant of Guatimala; him Cortes ordered to be immediate- 
ly releaſed, and kindly treated; I recollect when he joined us he appear- 
ed in a very weak and languid ſtate, The captains and pilots of the 
fleet immediately came to pay their reſpects to our general. He made 
them take an oath that they would not ſeparate from him, and would 
obey his orders; and he appointed one of them, Pedro Cavallero, his 
admiral of the whole fleet. Cortes warned him, that if, as he expect. 
ed, more veſſels arrived from Cuba, he ſhould immediately diſmantle 
them, and ſend the captains and pilots to the head quarters. 


Having 


5 
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Having thus ſecured his port, he turned to other matters, and or- 
dered Velaſquez de Leon with one hundred and twenty men upon an © 
expedition to Panuco. One hundred of them were ſoldiers who had 2 
come with Narvaez; the other twenty were taken from amongſt our- 
ſelves. This force was alſo to have two ſhips with it, for the purpoſe 
of extending our diſcoveries. He gave a command upon a ſimilar plan 
to Diego de Ordas, to. eſtabliſh a colony at Guacacualco. Ordas was 
alſo to ſend to Jamaica for horſes and ſtock, to eſtabliſh an independent 
ſupply in the country, the province he went to being well adapted for 
breeding cattle. . Cortes commanded all the priſoners to be releaſed, ex- 
cept Narvaez, and Salvatierra, who ſtill complained of the pain in his 
ſtomach. He alſo ordered all the horſes and arms which had been ta- 
ken from the ſoldiers of Narvaez to be returned to them; this gave our 
people much diſcontent, but ſince the general would have it ſo, we were 
obliged to ſubmit, and I for my part, was obliged to ſurrender a good 
horſe which I had put in a fafe place, with a ſaddle and bridle, two 
ſwords, three poinards, and a ſhield. Hereupon Captain Alonzo de 
Avila, and alſo our Reverend Father Olmedo, took an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to Cortes, and told him that they believed he had a mind to 
imitate Alexander of Macedon, who after his army had atchieved any 
glorious action, was more generous to the vanquiſhed, than to the con- 
querors; for that it was obſerved, that, all the gold and valuable preſents, 
as faſt as he received them, he gave to the captains of the other army, 
quite appearing to forget us, which was not well done on his part, we 
having made him what he was. To this Cortes replied by proteſting, 
that ' he, and all he had was entirely at our ſervice, and he would 
pow by his future conduct ; but that what he did was unavoidable 
for our common intereſt, we being ſo few, and the others ſo many. 
Avila in anſwer to this uſed ſome expreſſions of rather a lofty kind, up- 
on which Cortes obſerved, that whoever did not wiſh to follow him il 
might depart, that the women in Caſtille had bred good ſoldiers, and | { 
would continue to do ſo. Avila anſwered again in a ſtill more bold and . 
imperious manner, and as Cortes could not at that time break with him, 
he was forced to diſſimulate, knowing him to be a brave and determi- 
| | ned 
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ned man. He therefore pacified him with preſents, for he always ap- 
prehended ſome act of violence on his part, and for the future took care 
to employ him on buſineſs of importance at a diſtance, as in * Iſland. 

of St. Og and afterwards in Old Spain. | | 


FOR wende with hin: a Negro who was in the ſmall. pox; 5 
an a enforetats importation for that country, for the diſeaſe ſpread with 
inconceivable rapidity, and the Indians died by thouſands; for not know- 
ing the nature of it, they brought it to a fatal iſſue by throwing them- 
ſelves into cold water in the heat of the diſorder. Thus black was the 
arrival of Narvaez, and blacker ſtill the death of ſuch multitudes of un- 
fortunate ſouls, which were ſent into the other world, without having 

an opportunity of being admitted into the boſom of our holy church. 
At this time a claim was made on Cortes by ſuch of our ſoldiers as had 
been in diſtant garriſons, for their ſhare of the gold taken in Mexico. 
He, as well as I recollect, referred them to a place 1 in Tlaſcala, deſiring 
that-two perſons might be ſent thither.to receive it. I will at a future 


period relate what happened nnen 'F but [ muſt at the preſent revert | 
to other things. | 


The Ter of fortune ON luden turns, aw g cloſely 
upon good, as was our caſe at preſent, our late ſucceſſes being contraſt- 
ed by melancholy news from Mexico. We now received intelligence 
by expreſs from that city, whereby we were informed, that an inſurrec- 
tion had broken out, and that Alvarado was beſieged in his quarters, 
which they had ſet on fire, having killed ſeven of his men, and wound- 
ed many; for which reaſon he earneſtly called called for ſuccour and 
ſupport. When we received this news, God knows how it afflicted us 

We ſet out by long marches for Mexico, leaving Naryaez and Salvati- 
erra priſoners in Villa Rica, under the cuſtody of Rodorigo Rangel, who 
alſo had directions to collect all the ſtragglers, and to take care of the in- 
valids, of whom there were many. At the moment we were ready to 

march, arrived four principal noblemen from the court of Montezuma, 
to lodge a formal complaint againſt Alvarado, for having aſſaulted them 
when 
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when dancing at a ſolemn feſtival in honor of their gods, which he 
had permitted them to hold, whereby, in their own defence they had been 
forced to kill ſeven of his ſoldiers. Cortes replied to them in terms not 
the moſt pleaſing, ſaying he would ſoon be at Mexico, and put all in 
proper regulation; with which anſwer they returned, very little indeed 
to the ſatisfaction of Montezuma who felt the inſult ſtrongly, n of 
the natives being killed. 


— 


In a of this mie moe, the b were counter- E 
manded, and Cortes exhorted the troops of Narvaez to forget paſt ani- 

moſities, and not to loſe this opportunity of ſerving his Majeſty and 

themſelves, expoſing to their view the riches they would acquire, ſo 

that they one and all declared their readineſs to proceed to Mexico, a re- 

ſolution they never would have taken, if they had known the force 

.of that city. By very long marches we arrived at Tlaſcala, where we 

learned that until the time that Montezuma and the Mexicans got in- 

telligence of the defeat of Narvaez, they had never ceaſed making attacks 

upon Alvarado; but when they heard of our ſucceſs they deſiſted, leav- 

ing the Spaniards greatly fatigued and diſtreſſed, by their continual ex- 

ertions and want of water and proviſions. This information was con- 

veyed by two Indian meſſengers who arrived at the moment we entered 

Tlaſcala. Here Cortes made an inſpection of our army, which now 

amounted to one thouſand three hundred men, nearly one hundred of 

whom were cavalry, and one hundred and ſixty were croſsbow-men and 

muſqueteers. Two thouſand warriors of the Tlaſcalans having joined 

us, we purſued our route by long marches to Teſcuco, where we were : 
very ill ma, and ny thing bore the appearance of diſaffection. 
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"Os St. John 8 Fate in the month ſy” Jos one thouſand five hundred 
and twenty, we arrived in the City of Mexico, meeting with a reception 
very different from our former one, for none of the nobility or chiefs of 

our acquaintance could be recogniſed, and the city ſeemed to be totally 
depopulated. When we entered our quarters, Montezuma came to em- 
brace Totes, and wiſh him joy of his victory, but the general wag 
neither 
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ncither hear, nor ſpeak to him; whereon the King retired very melan- 
choly, to his apartment. Cortes made inquiry into the circumſtances 
of the commotion, which evidently was not approved or inſtigated by 
Montezuma. Indeed if he had thought fit to act againſt our party, 
they could all have been deſtroyed, as eaſily as ſeven of them. By what 
Alvarado told Cortes it appeared, that a number of Indians, enraged at 
the detention of Montezuma, at the erection of the crucifix in their tem- 
ple, and by the order of their gods as they faid, had gone thither to 
pull it down, but to their infinite aſtoniſhment, found all their ſtrength 
utterly unable to move it. This being repreſented to Montezuma, he 
defired no attempt of the kind ſhould be made again. Alvarado added 
for. his own exculpation, that the attack was made upon him by the 
friends and ſubjects of Montezuma, in order to liberate their monarch, 

at the time that they believed Narvaez had deftroyed Cortes and his ar- 
my. Cortes now aſked Alvarado for what reaſon he fell upon the Mex- 
icans, while they were dancing and holding a feſtival in honour of their 
gods. To this Alvarado replied, that it was in order to be beforehand 
with them, having had intelligence of their hoſtile intentions againſt 
him from two of their own nobility and a prieſt. Cortes then aſked him 
if it was true that they had requeſted permiffion of him to hold their feſ- 
tival, and the other hereupon replied that it was ſo, and that it was in 
order to take them by ſurpriſe, and to puniſh and terrify them, ſo as to 
prevent their making war upon the Spaniards, that he had determined 
to fall on them by anticipation. At hearing this avowal Cortes was 


hi ghly enraged ; he cenſured the conduct of Alvarado 1 in the ſtrongeſt 
n and in this teraper left him. 


A farther ſaid, that one time when he was attacked by the 
Mexicans, he endeavoured to fire off one of his guns; and could not get the 
priming to light; but fometime after, when they were in very great dan- 
ger, and expected all to have been killed, the piece went off of itfelf, 
and made ſuch havock amongſt the enemy that they were completely 
driven back, and the Spaniards thus miraculouſly faved. I heard ſeve- 

ral —.— foldiers alſo mention this as a tacks it was alfo faid, FP Alvara- 


do 
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do only, that when the garriſon was in great want of water, they fank 
a pit in the court, and immediately a ſpring of the ſweeteſt water broke 
forth. I can declare, to my- own knowledge, that there' was a ſpring 


in the city which very e ure threw 8 water n freſh. 


th to God _ all on mercies! | 


} 


| Janes: fy hat it was avarice e tempted Alvarado to abe this attack, 5 
in onder to pillage the Indians of the golden ornaments which they wore = 


at their feſtival. I never heard any juſt reaſons for the aſſertion, nor 


do I believe any ſuch thing, although it is ſo repreſented by Fra Bar- 
tholome de las Caſas ; but for my part I am convinced, that his inten- 
tion in falling on them at that time was, in order to ſtrike terror into 


them, and prevent their inſurrection, according to the ſaying, that, the 


firſt attack is half the battle. A very bad plan as appeared by the reſult, 
and it is certain, that after the affair at the temple, Montezuma did 


moſt earneſtly deſire that they ſhould not attack our people, but the 


Mexicans Were ſo enraged that they could not be reſtrained. 


Cortes during our march had expatiated to the new comers upon 


the power and influence he poſſeſſed, and the reſpect with which he was 


treated in Mexico, and had filled their minds and heightened their ex- 


pectations, with promiſes and golden hopes. When on his return there- 
fore he experienced the coldneſs and negligence of his reception in Tez- 


cuco, and equal appearances thereof in Mexico, he grew very peeviſn 


and irritable ; and the officers of Montezuma coming to wait upon him, 
expreſſing the wiſh of their Sovereign. to ſee him, Cortes angrily ex- 


claimed, Away with him! The dog! why does he neglect to ſupply 


«uh 7 When the captains De Leon, De Oli, and De Lugo, heard this 


expreſſion, they, intreated him to be moderate, and reminded him of the 


former kindneſs and generoſity of the King. But this ſeemed to irritate 


Cortes the more, conſidering it a kind of cenſure, and he indignantly 5 
ſaid, What compliment am I under to a dog who treated ſecretly with 
„ Narvaez, and as we ſee neglects to ſend proviſions?” This the cap- 


tains admitted ought to be done; and Cortes, confident in the great rein- 


Ee forcement 
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forcement of numbers he had obtained, continued a haughty demeanour. 
He in this manner now addreſſed the noblemen ſent to him by Man- 
tezuma, bidding them tell their maſter, immediately to caufe markets 
to be held and proviſions ſupplied, and to beware of the conſequences 
of neglect. Theſe lords very well underſtood the purport of the inju- 
rious expreſſions which he had uſed, and on their return informed the 

King of what had paſſed. Whether it was from rage at the ſtory told 
by them, or the conſequence of a preconcerted plan to fall upon us, with- 
in a quarter of an hour after, a ſoldier entered our quarters, wounded 
dangerouſſy, and in great hurry, and told us that the whole People were 
in arms. This man had been ſent by Cortes to bring to our quarters 
ſome Indian ladies, and amongſt them the daughter of Montezuma, 
whom Cortes, when he marched againſt Narvaez, had leſt in the care 
of their relation the Prince of Tacuba. He was on his return with them 
when he was attacked by the people who were aſſembled in great num- 

bers, had broken a bridge upon the cauſeway of Tacuba, and had once 
had him in their hands and were hurrying him into a canoe to carry 


him off for ſacrifice, but that he extricated himſelf from them, with two 
dangerous wounds. 


Cortes immediately on receiving the intelligence ordered out a par- 
ty of four hundred men, under the command of Captain de Ordaz, to 
go and ſee what foundation there was for the account given by the ſol- 
dier, and to endeavor if poſſible to pacify the minds of the people. De 
Ordaz had hardly proceeded the length of half a ſtreet, when he was 
attacked by immenſe numbers of Mexicans in the ſtreets, and on the 
terraces of the houfes, who by their firſt diſcharge killed eight ſoldiers 
on the ſpot, wounded moſt of the reſt, and De Ordaz himſelf in three 
places. Finding it therefore impoſfible to proceed, he retreated ſlowly to 
our quarters, in doing which he loft another good ſoldier named Lez- 
cano, who with a two handed ſword had performed many feats of great 
force and valour. Our quarters had been attacked by multitudes at the 
ſame moment; they poured in ſuch diſcharges of miſſile weapons upon. 
us. there that they er wounded upwards of forty ſix, twelve of 

| ' whom 


() 


whom afterwards died. The ftreets were ſo crowded, that De Ordas 
when he endeavored to reach us could not proceed, and was inceſſantly 
attacked in front, in rear, and from the roofs of the houſes. Neither 
our fire arms, nor our good fighting could prevent the enemy from clo- 
ſing in upon us for a length of time; however De Ordaz at laſt forced 
his way back, with the loſs of twenty three men. The enemy ſtill con- 
tinued their attacks, but all we had hitherto ſuffered was nothing to that 
which ſucceeded. They ſet fire to various parts of the buildings which 
we occupied, thinking to burn us alive, or ftifle us with the ſmoke; 
and we were obliged to ſtop it by tearing down the building, or by 
throwing earth upon it. All the courts and open ſpaces of 'our quar- 
ters were covered with their arrows and miſſile weapons, and in repelling 
their attacks, repairing the breaches which they had made in the walls, 


dreſſing our wounds, and Py for enſuing 3 we . 


that day and 5 


As ſoon as che 458 morning dawned we ſallied out with our whole 


force upon the enemy, being determined if we could not conquer, to 
make them fear us. The Mexicans came to meet us with their whole 
force, and both parties fought deſperately; but as the numbers of our 


opponents were ſo immenſe, and as they conſtantly brought up freſh 
troops, even if we had been ten thouſand Hectors of Troy, and as ma- 


ny Roldans, we could not have beaten them off; nor can I give any idea 


of the deſperation of this battle; for though in every charge we made 
upon them we brought down thirty and even forty, it was of no avail ; 
they came on even with more ſpirit than at firſt, nor could we, by our 


cannon or fire arms, make any impreſſion on them. If at any time they 


appeared to give ground it was only to draw us from our quarters, in 


order to enſure our deſtruction. Then the ſtones and darts thrown on us 


from the terraces of the houſes were intolerable. But I deſcribe it faint- 


ly; for ſome of our foldiers who had been in Italy ſwore, that neither 


amongſt Chriſtians nor Turks, nor the artillery of the King of France, 


had they ever ſeen ſuch deſperation as was manifeſted in the attacks of 


thoſe Indians. We were at length forced to retreat to our quarters, 
which we reached with great difficulty. 
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On this day we loſt ten or twelve ſoldiers, and allof u us who came 
back were ſeverely wounded; + From the period of our return we were 
occupied in making preparation for a general ſally ori the next: day but 
one, with four military machines conſtrued of very ſtrong timber, in 
the form of towers, and each capable of containing twenty five men un- 
der cover, with port holes for the artillery and alſo for the muſquetiers 
and croſsbow-men. This work occupied us for the ſpace of one day, 
except that we were obliged likewiſe to repair the breaches made in our 
walls, and reſiſt thoſe who attempted to ſcale them in twenty different 
places at the ſame time. They continued their reviling language ſaying, 
that the voracious animals of their temples had now been kept two days 
faſting, in order to devour us at the period which was ſpeedily approach- 
ing, when they were to ſacrifice us to their gods; that our allies were 
to be put up in cages to fatten, and that they would ſoon repoſſeſs our 
ill acquired treaſure. At other times they plaintively called to us to give 
them their king, and during the night we were conſtantly annoyed by 


ſhowers of arrows, which they: eee with touts: and hüt 
"__ 391051 


At day break on the enſuing morning, after recommending our- 

ſelves to God, we ſallied out with our turrets, which as well as I recol- 
lect were called burros or mantas, in other places where I have ſeen 
them, with ſome of our muſquetry and croſs-bows in front, and our 
cavalry occaſionally charging. The enemy this day ſhewed themſelves 
more determined than ever, and we were equally reſolved to force our 
way to the great temple, although it ſhould coſt the life of every man 
of us; we therefore advanced with our turrets in that direction. I will 
not detail the deſperate battle which we had with the enemy in a very 
ſtrong houſe, nor how their arrows wounded our horſes, notwithſtand- 
ing their armour, and if at any time the horſemen attempted to purſue 
the Mexicans, the latter. threw themſelves into the canals, and others 
ſallied Gut upon our people and mfr ed them with large lances. 


. to foiting fire to the buildings, or rearing chend donn it was 
| A utterly 


Garz) 


utterly in vain to attempt; they all ftood in the water, and only com- 
municating by draw bridges, it was too dangerous to attempt to reach 
them by ſwimming, for they ſhowered ſtones from their ſlings, and 


terraces of the houſes. Whenever we attempted to ſet fire to a houſe, 
it was an entire day before it took effect, and when it did, the flames 
could not ſpread to others, as they were ſeparated from it by the water, 
and alſo becauſe the roots of them were terraced. 


We at length arrived at the great temple, and immediately and in- 
ſtantly, above four thouſand Mexicans ruſhed up into it, without in- 
cluding in that number other bodies who occupied it before, and defend- 
ed it againſt us with lances, ſtones, and darts. They thus prevented 
our aſcending for ſome time, neither turrets, nor muſquetry, nor cavalry 


temple they oppoſed us in front, and we were attacked by ſuch num- 


make any effectual impreſſion, or aſcend the ſteps. We were then for- 
ced to abandon our turrets, which the enemy had deſtroyed, and with 
great concert, making an effort without them, we forced our way up. 


rate engagement we then had! every man of us was covered with blood, 


at length reach the place where we had put up the image of our Lady, 
but when we came there it was not to be found, and it ſeems that Mon- 
| tezuma, actuated either by fear or by devotion, had cauſed it to be re- 
moved. We ſet fire to the building, and burned a part of the temple of 
the gods Huitzilopochtli and Tezcatepuco. Here our Tlaſcalan allies 
ſerved us eſſentially. While thus engaged, ſome ſetting the temple on 
fire, others fighting, above three: thouſand noble Mexicans with 25-5 
| prieſts 


maſſes of cut ſtone taken from the buildings, upon our heads, from the 


availing, for although the latter body ſeveral times attempted to charge, 
the ſtone pavement of the courts of the temple was ſo ſmooth, that the 
horſes could not keep their feet, and fell. From the ſteps of the great 


Here Cortes ſhewed himſelf the man that he really was. What a deſpe- 


and above forty dead upon the ſpot. It was Gods will that we ſhould | 


7 eue, — nA 


bers on both ſides, that although our guns ſwept off ten or fifteen of ; 
them at each diſcharge, and that in each attack of our infantry we kil- 
led many with our ſwords, their numbers were ſuch that we could not g 
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prieſts were about us, Re attacking us, drove us down fix and even 
ten of the ſteps, while others who were in the corridores, or within: fide 
the railings and concavities of the great temple, ſhot ſuch clouds of ar- 
rows at us that we could not maintain our ground, when thus attacked 
from every part. We therefore began our retreat, every man of us be- 
ing wounded, and forty ſix left dead upon the ſpot. We were purſued 
with a violence and deſperation which is not in my power to deſcribe, 
nor in that of any one to form an idea of who did not fee it. During 


all this time alſo other bodies of the Mexicans had been continually attack- 


ing our quarters, and endeavoring to ſet fire to them. In this battle, we 


made priſoners two of the principal prieſts. I have often ſeen this en- 
gagement repreſented in the paintings of the natives, both of Mexico 
and Tlaſcala, and our aſcent into the great temple. In theſe our party 
is repreſented with many dead, and all wounded. The ſetting fire to the 
temple when ſo many warriors were defending it in the corridores, rail- 


ings, and concavities, and other bodies of them on the plain ground, and 


filling the courts, and on the ſides, and our turrets demoliſhed, is con- 
ſidered by them as a moſt heroic action. 


! 


With great difficulty we reached our quarters, which we found 
the enemy almoſt in poſſeſſion of, as they had beaten down a part of 


the walls; but they deſiſted in a great meaſure from their attacks on our 
arrival, ſtill throwing in upon us however ſhowers of arrows, darts, and 
ſtones. The night was employed by us in repairing the breaches, in 


dreſſing our wounds, burying our dead, and conſulting upon our future 


meaſures. No gleam of hope could be now rationally formed by us, 


and we were utterly ſunk in deſpair. Thoſe who had come with Nar- 
vaez ſhowered maledictions upon Cortes, nor did they forget Velaſquez 
by whom they had been induced to quit their comfortable and peaceable 
habitations in the iſland of Cuba. It was determined to try if we could 
-not procure from the enemy a ceſſation of hoſtilities, on condition of our 


. quitting the city; but at day break they aſſembled round our quarters 


and attacked them with greater fury than ever, nor could our fire arms 
repel them, althou gh they did conſiderable execution. 


| 8 
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Cortes perceiving! how deſperate our ſituation was, determined 
that Montezuma ſhould addreſs his ſubjects from a terrace, and deſire 
them to deſiſt from their attacks, with an offer from us to evacuate | 
Mexico. He accordingly ſent to the King to defire him to do fo. 
When this was made known to Montezuma, he burſt out into violent 
expreſſions of grief ſaying, What does he want of me now? I neither 
“ defire to hear him, nor to live any longer, ſince my unhappy fate 
has reduced tne to this ſituation on his account.” He therefore diſ- 
miſſed thoſe ſent to him with a refuſal, adding as it is faid, that he 
wiſhed not to be troubled any more with the falſe words and promiſes. 
of Cortes. Upon this the Reverend Father Fray Bartholome and Chriſ- 
toval de Oli went to him, and addreſſed him with the moſt affectionate 
and perſuaſive language, to induce him to appear, to which he repli- 
ed, that he did not believe that his doing ſo would be of any avail, that 
the people had already elected another ſoverei gn, and. were determined 
never to permit one of us to quit the city alive. The enemy continued 
their attacks, and Montezuma was at length perſuaded. He accord- 
ingly came, and ſtood at the railing of a terraced roof, attended by many 
of our ſoldiers, and addreſſed the people below him, requeſting, in very 
_ affectionate language, a ceſſation of hoſtilities, in order that we might 
quit the city, The chiefs and nobility, as ſoon as they perceived him 
coming forward, called to their troops to. deſiſt and be filent, and four 
of them approached, ſo as to be heard and ſpoken to by Montezuma. 
They then addreſſed him, lamenting the misfortunes of him, his chil- 
dren, and family, and alſo told him that they had raiſed Coadlavaca 
Prince of Iztapalapa to the throne, adding, that the war was drawing to 
a concluſion, and that they had promiſed to their gods never to deſiſt 
but with the total deſtruction of the Spaniards ; that they every day 
offered up prayers for his perſonal ſafety, and as ſoon as they had reſcu- 
ed him out of our hands, they would venerate him as before, and truſt-. 
ed that he would en them. 


As they concluded their addreſs, a ſhower of arrows and ſtones fell 


about the ſpot where Montezuma ſtood, from which the Spaniards, in- 
terpoſing 
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NS him i in the head, arm, and leg. 
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unexpectedly informed of his death. Cortes and our captains wept for 
him, and he was lamented by them and all the ſoldiers who had known 
him, as if he had been their father; nor is it to be wondered at, con- 
| ſidering how good he was. It was ſaid that he had reigned ſeventeen 
years, and that he was the beſt King Mexico had: ever been governed 
| by. It was alſo ſaid that he had fought and conquered in three occa- 


different ſtates to his dominion. 
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chiefs, of the event, and how i it had happened by the hands of his own 
lubjects. He directed them to expreſs our grief on the occaſion, and 
our wiſh that he ſhould be interred with the reſpect due to ſo great a 
monarch. Cortes farther ſignified to them, that he did not admit or 
acknowledge the right of the ſovereign that they had choſen, but that the 
throne ſhould be filled either by a ſon of the great Montezuma, or, his 
couſin who was with us in our quarters. Alſo, that we deſired unmo- 
leſted egreſs from the city, on condition of our committing no more acts 
of hoſtility by fire or ſword. Cortes then cauſed the body of the King 
to be borne out by ſix noblemen, attended by moſt of the prieſts whom 
we had taken priſoners, and expoſed it to public view. He alſo deſired 
them to obey the laſt injunctions of Montezuma, and to deliver his 
body to the Mexican chiefs. Theſe noblemen accordingly related the 
circumſtances of the King's death to Coadlavaca, and we could hear 


terpoſing their bucklers, protected the King; but expecting that while 
ſpeaking to his people they would not make another attack, they un- 
guarded him for an inſtant, and juſt then three:! ſtones and: an arrow 


The King ab then mn refuſed tern od we Were 


| fions that he had been defied to the field, in the e of fubjugating | 


not prevail on the King to embrace our faith, when he was told that 
his wounds were mortal, nor could he be induced to have them at tended 
to. After the death of Montezuma, Cortes ſent two priſoners, a noble- 

man and a prieſt, to inform the new ſovereign, Coadlavaca, and his 


the 


his body. They now attacked us in our quarters with the greateſt vio- 
lence, and threatened us that within the ſpace of two days we fhould 


pay with our lives the death of their king, and the diſhonor of their 


. gods, ſaying that they had choſen a ſovereign * we could not de- 
ceive, as We had done the 0 Montezuma. 


\ 
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dene 4 6 fit uation to 5 45 * we were 8 3 Cortes 
4 to make on the enſuing day another fally, and to march 
towards that, part; of the city which contained many houſes built on the 


firm ground, there to do all the injury we could, and that our cavalry 5 


taking advantage of the cauſeway, ſhould ride the enemy down; which 
he hoped would make them tired of hoſtility, and induce them to come 
into terms. We. accordingly made our fally, and proceeded. to that part 
of the city, where, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance and inceſſant attacks 
of the enemy, we burned about twenty houſes, approaching very near 
the firm ground 1 but whatever injury we did them was dearly paid for 


by the loſs of twenty ſoldiers killed, nor could we get poſſeſſion of a 


ſingle bridge, all of them being partly broken, and the enemy had alſo 
made barricades and parapets to obſtruct the cavalry, i in every part where 
they expected to be able to act. Thus our difficulties and troubles in- 
creaſed upon us. This ſally I recollect took place on a thurſday ; San- 
doval and many. other good cavalry men were preſent at it; but thoſe of 


Narvaez not being ied, to Krrier, were timorous in compariſon to our 
veterans, (N „ la ail LL 31 50 


1 3 ? * ; 4 * 4 
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-- 


: "= our 5 diminiſhed every LES whilt thoſe of. the enemy 
increaſed, as alſo did the fury of their attacks, at the ſame time that we 


from our wounds were leſs able to make reſiſtance ; our powder being 


_ almoſt exhauſted, our proviſions and water. intercepted, our friend the 


good Montezuma dead, and our propoſals for peace rejected, the bridg- 
es by which we were to retreat broken down, and in fine, death before 
our eyes in every direction, it was determined by Cortes and all of the 
alkicers and ſoldiers, to nt the city during the ni icht, as We hoped at 
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e 
that time to find the. enemy leſs alert. In order to put them the. more 
off their guard, we ſent a meſſage by a chief prieſt, informing them, 


that if we were permitted to quit the city unmoleſted within the fpace 


of cight . we would De all the OPEN which was in our ou 


LY | have was with us a ſoldier named Botdllo, of reſpeRtable 3 
our, who ſpoke latin, had been at Rome, and was ſaid to be a necro- 
mancer; ſome ſaid he had a familiar, and others called him an aſtrolo- 
ger. This Botello had diſcovered by bis figures and aſtrologies, and had 
predicted four days before, that if we did not quit Mexico on this night, 
not one of us ſhould ever go out of it alive. He had alſo foretold that 


Cortes ſhould undergo great revolutions of fortune, be deprived df his 


property, and honours, and deb r riſe to a e ſtate than ever; 
with many other _—_ of this kind. 


Orders were now given to (eras A portable bridge of 1 very eng 
timber, to be thrown over the canals where the enemy had broken down 


the bridges, and for conveying, guarding, and placing this, were aſ- 


ſigned, one hundred and fifty of our ſoldiers and four hundred of the 
allies. The advanced guard was compoſed: of Sandoval, Azevide el Pu- 
lido, F. de Lugo, D. de Ordas, A. de Tapia, and eight mere captains 

of thoſe who came with Narvaez, having under them one hundred 
picked ſoldiers, of the youngeſt and moſt active. The rear guard was 


compoſed of one hundred ſoldiers, moſtly thoſe of Narvaez, and many 


cavalry, under the command of Alvarado and Velaſquez de Leon. The 
priſoners, with Donna Marina and Donna Luiſa, were put under the 


care of thirty ſoldiers and three hundred Tlaſcalans ; and Cortes, with 


A. de Avila, C. de Oli, Bernardino Vaſquez de Tapia and other offi- 
cers, with fifty foldiers, compoſed a reſerve, to act wherever occaſion 


ſhould requi re. 


By the time that all this was arranged night drew on. Cortes then 
ordered all the gold which was in his ent to be brought to the 


8 reat 
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great ſaloon, which ks done, he defired the officers: of his Majeſty, 

A. de Avila and Gonzalo Mexia, to take his Majeſty's due in their 
charge, aſſigning to them for the conveyance of it eight lame or wound- 
ed horſes, and upwards of eighty Tlaſcalans. Upon theſe were loaded 


called to his ſecretary Hernandez and other royal notaries and ſaid, 
«6 Bear witneſs that I can be no longer reſponſible for this gold; here is 
to the value of above ſix hundred thouſand crowns, I can ſecure no 
«© more than what is already packed; let every ſoldier take what he will, 
better ſo than that it ſhould remain for thoſe dogs of Mexicans.” As 
ſoon as he had ſaid this, many ſoldiers of thoſe of Narvaez, and alſo 
ſome of ours fell to work, and loaded themſelves with treaſure. I never 
was avaricious, and now thought more of ſaving my life which was in 
much danger ; however when the opportunity thus offered, I did not 


highly eſteemed amongſt the Indians; and although Cortes ordered the 
caſket and its contents to he taken care of by his major domo, I lucki- 
ly ſecured theſe jewels in time, and afterwards found them of infinite 
advantage a as a reſource againſt famine. | 


85 little — midnight the 3 which took charge of the 
portable bridge ſet out upon its march, and arriving at the firſt canal or 
aperture of water, it was thrown acroſs. The night was dark and miſ- 
ty, and it began to rain. The bridge being fixed, the baggage, artillery, 
and ſome of the cavalry paſſed over it, as alſo the Tlaſcalans with the 
gold. Sandoval and thoſe with him paſſed, alſo Cortes and his party 


and ſhouts of the enemy were heard, and the alarm was given by them, 
crying out, Taltelulco, Taltelulco, out with your canoes! the Teules 
are Joing, attack them at the bridges,” In an inſtant the enemy 
were upon us by land, and the lake and canals were covered with canoes. 
They immediately flew to the bridges, and fell on us there, ſo that they 


intirely Intercepted our line of march. As misfortunes do not come 


as much as they could carry of the gold which had been run into large 
bars, and much more remained heaped up in the faloon. Cortes then 


omit ſeizing out of a caſket, four calchihuis, thoſe precious ſtones ſo 


after the firſt, and many other ſoldiers. At this moment the trumpets | 
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ſingle, it alſo mind ſo heavily that ſome of ch horſes! were terrifyed, 
and growing reſtive fell into the wate r, and the bridge was broken in at 
the ſame time. The enemy attacked us here now with redoubled 
fury, and our ſoldiers making a ſtout reſiſtance, the aperture. of water 
was ſoon filled with the dead and dying men, and horſes, and thoſe who 
were ſtruggling to eſcape, all heaped together, with artillery, packs, and 

bales of baggage, and'thoſe who carried them, Many were drowned 
here, and many put into the canoes and carried off for ſacrifice. It was 
dreadful to hear the cries of the unfortunate ſufterers, calling for aſſiſ- 
tance and invoking the Holy Virgin or St. Jago, while others who 
eſcaped by ſwimming, or by clambering upon the cheſts, bales of bag- 
gage, and dead bodies, carneftly begged for help to get up to the cauſe- 
way. Many who on their reaching the ground thought themſelves ſafe, 
were there 1 or Knocked! in the bead with clubs. ot 


Away went liter e had bow in «the nach at firſt; fo 
Cortes and the captains and foldiers who were mounted clapt ſpurs to 
their horſes and gallopped off, along the cauſeway ; nor can I blame 
them, for the cavalry could do nothing againſt the enemy, of any effect ; 
for when they attacked them, the latter threw themſelves into the wa- 
ter on each ſide the cauſeway, and others from the houſes with arrows, or 
'on the ground with large lances, killed the horſes. It is evident we could 
make no battle with them in the water, oy without powder, and in the 
night, what elſe could we do-than what we did; which was, to join 
in bodies of thirty or forty ſoldiers, a { when the-Indians cloſed upon 
us, to drive them off with a few cuts and thruſts of our ſwords, and then 
hurry on, to get over the cauſeway as ſoon as we could. As to waiting 
for one another, that would have loſt us all; and had it happened in 
the day time, things would have been even worſe with us. The eſcape 
of ſuch as were fortunate enough to effect it, was owing to Gods mer- 
cy, who gave us force to do ſo; for the very ſight of the number of the 
enemy who ſurrounded us, and carried off our companions in their ca- 
noes to ſacrifice, was terrible. About fifty of us, ſoldiers of Cortes, 
and ſome of thoſe of Narvaez,” 1 went together i in a body, by the cauſe- 
way; 


2 110 5 : 
way ; every now and then parties of * came up, calling us Lui- 


lones, a term of reproach, and attempting to ſeize us, and we, when 
they came within our reach, facing about, repelling them with a few 


thruſts of our ſwords, and then hurrying on. Thus we proceeded, un- 


til we reached the firm ground near Tacuba, where Cortes, Sandoval, 
De Oli, Salcedo, Dominguez, Lares, and others of the cavalry, with 
ſuch of the infantry ſoldiers as had croſſed the brid ge before it was de- 
ſtroyed, were already arrived. When we came near them, we heard the 
voices of Sandoval, De Oli, and De Morla, calling to Cortes who was 
riding at their head, that he ſhould turn about, and aſſiſt thoſe who 
were coming along the cauſeway, and who complained that he had 
abandoned them. Cortes replied that thoſe who had eſcaped owed it to 
a miracle, and if they returned to the bridges all would loſe their lives. 
Notwithſtanding, he, with ten or twelve of the cavalry and ſome of the 
infantry who had eſcaped unhurt countermarched, and proceeded along 
the cauſeway ; they had gone however but a very ſhort diſtance when 
they met P. de Alvarado with his lance in his hand, badly wounded, 
and on foot, for his cheſnut mare had been killed; he had with him 


three of our ſoldiers, and four of thoſe of Narvaez, all badly wounded, 


and eight Tlaſcalans covered with-blood. While Cortes proceeded along 
the cauſeway, we repoſed in the encloſed courts hard by Tacuba. Meſ- 


ſengers had already been ſent out from the city of Mexico, to call the 
people of Tacuba, Ezcapuzalco, and Teneyuca together, 1 in order to in- 


tercept us. In conſequence they now began to ſurround and harraſs us 
with arrows,. and ſtones, and to attack us with lances headed with 
the ſwords which had fallen into their hands on the preceding night, 
We made ſome attacks upon them, and defended ourſelves as well as 


we could. 


J0o revert to Cortes and his companions, when they learned from Al- 
varado that they were not to expect to ſee any more of our ſoldiers, the 
tears ran from their eyes, for Alvarado had with him in the rear guard, 
Velaſquez de Leon, with above twenty more of the cavalry, and up- 


wards of one hundred . On enquiry Cortes was told that they 
were 
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were all dead, to the Aber of one hundred and fifty and more. Al- - 
varado alſo told them that after the horſes had been killed, about eighty 

aſſembled in a body and paſſed the firft aperture, upon the dead bodies 
and heaps of luggage; I do not perfectly recollect if he faid that he paſ- 
ſed upon the dead bodies, for we were more attentive to what he related 
to Cortes of the deaths of J. Velaſquez and above two hundred more 
companions, thoſe of Narvaez included, who were with him, and who . 
were killed at that canal. He alſo faid that at the other bridge God's 
mercy ed them, * r the whole 80 the cauſeway was full " the 
n N | 


FO to hs fatal bridge RY is called the leap of "EASY I * 
that no ſoldier thought of looking whether he leaped, much or little, 
for we had enough to do to ſave our own lives. It muſt however have 

been as he ſtated when he met Cortes, that he paſſed it upon the dead 
bodies and baggage, for if he had attempted to ſuſtain himſelf upon his 
Jani; the water would have been too deep for him to have reached the 
bottom of it; and the aperture was too wide, and the ſides too high for 
him to have leaped, let him have been ever ſo active. For my part 
[ aver that he could not have leaped it in any manner, for in about a year 
after, when we inveſted Mexico, I was engaged with the enemy on 
that which is now called the bridge of the leap of Alvarado, for they 
had there made breaſtworks and barricades; and we many times conver- 
ſed upon the ſubject at the ſpot, and all of us agreed that it could not 
have happened. But as ſome will inſiſt upon the reality of it I repeat it 

again, it could not have been done, and let thoſe who wiſh to aſcertain 

it view the place; the bridge is there, and the depth of the water will 
prove no lance could reach to the bottom. There was in Mexico after- 
wards one Ocampo, a ſoldier who came with Garay, a prating fellow 
and very ſcurrilous, amuſing himſelf with making defamatory libels. 

Many of thoſe he made upon our captains, too bad to be repeated. He 
faid of Alvarado, that he left his companion Velaſquez and two hundred 
more, and that fear made him give that great ſpring, for that as the ſay- 

ing goes, he leaped for his life. 


As 


18 
* 


5 5 
As our captains found from the information of Alvarado that they 
were not to expect any more of our companions, for that the cauſeway 


* . 


was full of warriors of the enemy, and if any had hitherto eſcaped they 
muſt now be intercepted, as we alſo found that all the people of thoſe 


countries were preparing to attack us in Tacuba, it was determined un- 


der the guidance of ſix or ſeven of our allies well acquainted with the 
country, to endeavor to reach Tlaſcala. Accordingly we ſet out, and 


proceeding by an indirect road came to ſome: houſes hard by a temple 


on a hill, During our march we were harraſſed by the enemy, who 
"threw ſtones and ſhot their arrows at us. I fear to tire the reader with 
the prolixity of thoſe repeated details, but I am compelled to relate what 


was of ſuch deſperate conſequence to us, for many of us were in this 


manner killed. Here we defended: ourſelves, and. took what care we 
could of our wounds. As to n we had none. 


Aer the conqueſt of Mexico, a hawks was Wandel on the ſcite 


of this temple, and dedieated to Nueſtra Senora de los Remedios, and 


thither many ladies and inhabitants of Mexico go in proceſſion , and to 
Pay, the nine ons devotions. 


Our wounds, having taken cold and being only daes with rags, 
were now in a miſerable ſituation, and very painful; we had alſo to de- 
plore the loſs of many valiant companions. As for thoſe of Narvaez, 
moſt of them periſhed in the water, loaded with gold. Numbers of 


Tlaſcalans alſo loſt their lives in the ſame manner. Poor Botello too! 


the aſtrologer! his ſtars bore an evil aſpect for he was killed with the 
reſt. The ſons of Montezuma, Cacamatzin, and all the other priſo- 


ners, amongſt whom were ſome princes, loſt their lives on this fatal 


night. All our artillery was loſt, we had very few croſs-bows, only 
twenty three horſes, and our future proſpect was very melancholy, from 
our uncertainty as to the reception we might meet in Tlaſcala, which 


was our only reſource. - 


Having dreſſed our wounds and made arrows for our croſs-bows, 
and 
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and being inceſſantly e in our ſds poſt, we proceeded at mid- 
night upon our journey, under the guidance of our faithful Tlaſcalans. 
Thoſe who were very badly. wounded we carried between us; the lame 
were ſupported upon crutches, and ſome who-were utterly unable to help 
themſelves on, were placed upon the croups of lame horſes. Thus, 
with what cavalry we had able to act, in front and on the flanks, and 
as many of the infantry as were fit to bear arms making head. to the. 
enemy, we proceeded on our march, our wounded Spaniards : and allies 
in the centre, the reſt oppoſing the enemy, who continued to follow, 
harraſs, and revile us, ſaying we were now going to meet our deſtruc- 
tion. Werde which we did not at that time underſtand. 


1 2 Kato 3 — o the atbfaction we had, in 
ſeeing Donna Marina and Donna Luifa rejoin us. Having croſſed the 
bridge amongſt the firſt, they had been ſaved by the exertions of two 
of the brothers of Donna Luiſa, all the reſt of the female Indians hav- 
ing been loſt there. On this day we arrived at a great town named Gu- 
altitlan, from whence we continued our march, harraſſed by the enemy, 
whoſe numbers and boldneſs increaſed, inſomuch that they killed two 
of our lame ſoldiers and one horſe in a bad paſs, wounding many more. 
Having repulſed them, we proceeded until we arrived at ſome villages, 
and halting there for the night, we made our ſupper on the horſe which 
had been killed. On the next morning we ſet out very early, and hav- 
ing proceeded little more than a league, juſt as we began to think our- 
ſelves in ſafety, three of our vedettes came in with a report that the 
whole plains were covered with the armies of the enemy. This intelli- 
gence was truly frightful and we felt it as ſuch, but not ſo as to prevent 


our determination to anger o or die, or our Arranging all matters to the 
beſt effect for action. 


. 
7 


A halt 3 made, orders. were given to the cavalry, that they 
ſhould charge at half ſpeed, not ſtopping to make thruſts, but pointing 
the lances at the faces of the enemy, until they were put to flight; the 
infantry were warned to thruſt with their Lend, and to paſs them 


| Clear 


F & 
4 225 ) | 


* e the bodies of their opponents, ſo thit at worſt we Meu 
ſell our lives dearly, and this being done, as we ſaw that the enemy be 


gan to ſurround us, after recommending ourſelves to God and the Holy 


Virgin, and invoking the aid of St. Jago, the cavalry formed in bodies 


of [ and the rid in concert with them, TR to * 


on hat it was to ſee Hite vvenetidous battle! how we cloſed foot 

to foot, and with what fury the dogs fought us! ſuch wounding as 
there was amongſt us with their Jances and clubs and two handed ſwords, 
while our cavalry, -favoured by the plain ground, rode through them at 
will, galloping at half ſpeed, and bearing down their opponents with 
couched lanees, fill fighting manfully, though they and their horſes 
were all wounded; and we of the infantry, negligent of our former 
hurts, and of thoſe which we now received, cloſed with the enemy. 
OY our efforts to bear them e with our Gvords. 


Cortes, De oli, Alvarado 8 on a Js & one of the fol- 
diers of Narvaez, and Sandoval, though all wounded, continued to ride 
through them. Cortes now called out to us to ftrike at the chiefs; for 


they were diſtinguiſhed by great plumes of feathers,” golden ornaments, 
ily eee arms, _ devices. 


Then to hear the valiant Sandoval, Na he entotltuged us crying ü 
out, Now gentlemen is the day of victory; put your truſt in God, ; 


5 * - * * mana. — * FR I» 23 * - 
8 _ OY * a - — — — N 7 8 * — noo ; 8 — 2 8 - So, SE _——_ — — 22 =S. . - — - . p . 
r « * — —ͤ TIS i 2 ; IP Ps" * — ia * — . = 2: * Te is 2 2 2 > _— l — > JS — 
2 — — " 2 . w_ wt How : 2 2 — NY awd; m_—_ — 21 n es > - IS —_ = et; 2 - — a> > C IE gn: Dt f - — a — — - _ 2 — . - 33 = ——= 
: - » —— _— — — —— — © + — —— - 222 — . = -= — Ee —— —— en — 222 — — 6 - — — - — wart eter - 
- 2 — — os — — AP 1 3 — 2 Wt Oe OG I » _— 2 _ 27 — ä —— En — —— — — — 2 5 2 —— (—ÿ— 2 — - —— — . - - - 
N N _ TT .. . NI Rs _— 2 i — * - — 5 5 — 22 3 8 — ' . 
Z — #44 * DEA Y * 42 p © a — * 2 Soak < m — os : - . 1 - — * — — —— 1 — q —_ : 
» 8 . 2 2 i» 
- — — — —_— — 4 . — 


*« we ſhall ſurvive for he preſerves us for ſome good purpoſe.” All 1 
the ſoldiers felt determined to conquer, and thus animated as we were 1 


by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and our lady the Virgin Mary, as alſo by St. 4 


Jago who undoubtedly aſſiſted us, as certified by a chief of Gua- 9 | 

timotzin who was preſent in the battle, we continued, notwithſtanding 1 

many bad received wounds and ſome of our companions were killed, to | 9 

maintain our r ground. | | | | þ 
f 


It 3 was the will of God, that Cortes, accompanied by the captains 
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De Oli Sandoval; Alvarado, and ſeveral others, ſhould reach that: part 
ol the army of the enemy which was the poſt of their general in chief, 
who was diſtinguiſhed by a ſtandard, arms covered with gold, and a 
great penache ornamented in the ſame manner. As ſoon as Cortes per- 
ceived the chief who bore the ſtandard, and who was ſurrounded by 
many others bearing alſo great penaches of gold, he cried out to. Alva- 
rado, Sandoval, De Oli, Avila, and the reſt, Now gentlemen, let 
< us charge them.” Then, recommending themſelves to God, they 
rode into the thickeſt of them, and Cortes with his horſe ſtruck the 
Mexican chief, and threw down the ſtandard; the cavaliers who ſup- 
ported him at the ſame moment effectually breaking this numerous 
body. The chief who bore the ſtandard; not having fallen, in the 
charge made upon him by Cortes, Juan de Salamanca, mounted on his 
good pyed mare, purſued him, and having killed him, | ſeized the, rich 
penache hich he bore, and preſented it to Cortes, . ſaying, that as he 
had given the Mexican general the firſt blow, and ſtruck down his ſtan- 
dard, the trophy of the ee was due to him. ä 


It was God's will, that, on the death of their general, 206 of many 
other chiefs who ſurrounded him being known, the enemy ſhould re- 
lax in their efforts, and begin to retreat. As ſoon as this was perceived 

by us, we forgot our hunger, thirſt, bios; and wounds, and thought 
of nothing but victory, and purſuit. Our cavalry followed them up 
cloſe, and our allies, now become lions, mowed down all before them 
with the arms which the enemy threw away in their flight. 


As ſoon as our cavalry returned from the purſuit, we all gave 
thanks to God, for never had there appeared ſo great a force together in 
that country, being the whole of the warriors of Mexico, Tezcuco, 
and Saltocan, all determined not to leave a trace of us. upon the earth. 
The whole nobility of theſe nations were aſſembled, magnificently 

armed, and adorned with gold, penaches, and devices. This battle 
was fought near a place named Obtumba. I have frequently ſeen it 


r in e gs amongſt the Mexicans, J in the ſame manner as 
I have 


— 1h Bhs ARIES EP roots 145 HY GOA AB s..+ . p. & 4 
. COA a 


( 227 ) 


I have the other battles fought by us antecedently to the final conqueſt. 
I muſt now recall to the readers recollection, that our entry. into Mex- 
ico to relieve Alvarado was on the day of St. John in the month of June 
one thouſand five hundred and twenty. We entered that city with up- 


wards of one thouſand three hundred ſoldiers, cavalry included, which, 
latter body was ninety ſeven in number, and of our infantry eighty were 


croſsbow- men, and as many muſqueteers. We had alſo with ais a great 
train of artillery and two hundred Tlaſcalan allies. Our flight from 
Mexico was on the tenth of July following, .and the battle of (tun 
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1 will: now- give an needing: bot. al our . NET 1 85 ot 50 
lives in Mexico, at the cauſeway, in battle, and on the road. In five 
days were killed and ſacrificed upwards of eight hundred and ſeventy, 
ſoldiers, including ſeventy two of thoſe of Narvaez put to death toge- 
ther with five Caſtillian women, in a * named . One 


s as 2 6 „ 


2 af 


gold aff —_ to then. were robbed and murdered; and 7 we ne ds 
throughout we ſhall find, that all who were goncerned with the trea - 
ſure came to ill fortune. Thus it was with the ſoldiers of. Narvacz, 


who perithed i ina much, greater proportion than ours did, on account of 


Hr having, followed the ates, 0 of A ayarice, ES one bp ot 


F 
* . 


1 
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n che battle 1 we 1 ous, — to Thaſcala, chearfully, 
and eating certain gourds named ayotes, which we found by the way, 
the enemy only ſhewing themſelves at a diſtance, until we arrived at a 
village where we took up our quarters in a ſtrong temple, and halted 
for the night, occaſionally alarmed by the Mexicans, who kept about 
us as it were to ſee us out of their country. From this place we to our 
great joy perceived the mountains of Tlaſcala, for we were anxious to 
be convinced of the fidelity of our friends, and to know ſomething of 
our companions in Villa Rica. Cortes warned us, as we were ſo few 
in number and had eſcaped by God's mercy, to be cautious not to give 

G 38 2 offence ; 
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offence; this he particularly enforced to the foldiers of Narvaez who 
were not ſo much habituated to diſcipline. He added that he hoped 
to find our allies ſteady to us, but that if it turned out otherwiſe, though 
but four hundred and forty ſtrong, ill armed, and wounded, we had 
* bodies and ſtout hearts to nee th us throu gh. 


We now arrived at a töuntaln on the ſide of ſbrne hills, where is 
a circular rampart built in old times, at the boundary of the ſtates of 


Mexico and Tlaſcala. Here we repoſed, and then proceeded to a town 


named Gualiopar, where we procured a little food which we were obli- 
ged to pay for, and halted one day. As ſoon as our arrival was known 
in the head town of Tlaſcala, our friends Maxicatzin, Xicotenga, Chi- 
chimecatecle, the chief of Guaxocingo, and others, came to ſee and em- 


brace Cortes and the reſt of our captains and ſoldiers. They wept for 


our loſſes, and kindly blamed Cortes for having neglected the warning 


they had given him of Mexican treachery. They then invited us to 


their town, rejoicing at our eſcape, and congratulating us on our vali- 
ant actions. They alſo aſſured us that they were aſſembling thirty 


thouſand warriors to join us at Obtumba. Cortes thanked, and diſtri- 
| buted preſents to all. They were re) joiced at ſeeing Donna Marina and 


Donna Luiſa, and lamented the loſs of others; Maxicatzin in particular 
bewailed his daughter, and V. de Leon to whom he had given her. 
Thus we were received by our friends in Tlaſcala, where we repoſed af- 
ter our dangers. Cortes lodged in the houſe of Maxicatzin, Alvarado 
in that of Xicotenga; and here we recovered from our wounds, "_ 


but four of our würd er. 
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PART THE SECOND. 
; CH APTER I. 


Tlaſcala, July, 1520. Tranſuftions and oceurragets there, 
Foundation of the colony of Segura de la Frontera. Subjuga- 
tion of the ee diſtricts 7 the * | 


\ \ E were ies as 1 have” We by the friendihip: of FO 
Tlaſcalans, hoſpitably received and entertained in their city, after our 
fatigues, dangers, and loſſes, in the retreat t from Mexico, 572 


One of the firſt things done by Cortes on our arrival was, to en- 
quire after the gold which had been brought there, to the value of forty 


thouſand crowns, 'and which was the ſhare of the garriſon of Villa 
Rica, 


— 


5% 
Riez. Eke un tnformed by the Tinfeuhan chiefs e 


invalids who remained there when we marched to Mexico, that the 
perſons who had been ſent from Villa Rica to receive it, had, on their 

return, been robbed and murdered on the road, -at the time we were en- 1 
gaged in hoſtilities with the Mexicans. Another cauſe of uneaſineſs to 


rlainity a8 td the fituaticn of our eauytrymen at Villa 


us was, our uncert. | 
Rica, Letters were ſent, to inform them of the events which had late- 


ly taken place, and deſiring them to ſend us what arms and ammunition 


they could ſpare, and a ſtrong reinforcement, We were informed by 
the return of the meſſengers, that all continued well in the neighbour- 
-K of that _ "The reinforcement alſo, 0 . been _ 


were commanded by a ſoldier named Lencero, the . who kept the 
inn at preſent calted by his name. For a long time afterwards, a rein- 
forcement of Lencero, was a proverbial tag with us. 


We had now ſome trouble given us by the youn ger Wied ga. 
This chief on hearing of our misfortunes in Mexico, and of our being 
in march for his country, concerved thei project of taking us by ſurpriſe, 
and putting us all to death; for which purpoſe he was very active in 
forming his party, and having aſſembled many of his friends, relations, 
and adberents, he expoſed to them the facility with which it could be 
done. Theſe intrigues however could not go on long, without coming. 
to the knowledge of his father, who reproached him ſeverely for his 
treacherous conduct, aſſuring him that if it came to be known, it would 
coſt the lives of him and all thoſe concerned with him. The young 
man however perſevered, paying no regard to what his father ſaid, and 
the affair at length coming to the ears of his mortal enemy Chichime- 
catecle, he immediately gave information of it; whereupon, a council 
was ſummoned of all the chiefs to take the affair into conſideration, and 

Eg was brought priſoner before them. Maxicatzin was the ora- 
tar upon the occaſion and ſpoke at conſiderable length in favour of the 
Spanizeds; he ſaid that proſperity had attended their nation ever ſince 


Our 
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dur arrival amongſt 


younger Xicotenga. In reply to this, and to the diſcourſe of his father 
to the fame purpoſe, the young man made uſe of ſuch outrageous and 


diſreſpectful language, as induced them to ſeize him by the collar, and 
throw him down the ſteps of the building into the ſtreet, and he very 
narrowly. eſcaped: with his life; but Cortes did not think it prudent 
in his preſent ſituation to carry matters any farther. - Such was the fide- 
lity of our Tlaſcalan e ain e we at t-qhis; time Raid | two and # 
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Cordes raediated an a attack upon che is pr provinces of Tepe- 


| aca and Zacatula, on account of the murders committed by: theſe people 

upon the Spaniards, and determined to ſet out upon it, at the expiration 
of the above mentioned period ; but when he came to propoſe this to his 
troops, he found the univerſal ſentiment of the ſoldiers of Narvaez de- 
cidedly againſt it. They thought that they never could get back ſoon. 
enough to their houſes and mines in the Iſland of Cuba, and the ſlaugh- 


ter of Mexico, and battle of Obtumba, made them deſire to renounce all 
connexion with Cortes, his riches, and his conqueſts. But beyond all 


others Andres: de Duero, his friend and companion, moſt heartily cur- 


ſed the day he had embarked with him in the buſineſs, and the gold 
which he had been forced to leave in the ditches of Mexico. They all 


totally declined any connexion with his new-ſchemes, and finding that 


words did not avail them they made a requiſition in form to that effect, 


ſtating the inſufficiency of our force, and demanding licences to return 
to Cuba, Cortes having received and read the e replied to it, 
int at leaſt ten reaſons for his plan, to every one they alledged apainſt 
; his own. ſoldiers alſo addreſſed him on the occaſion, requeſting him 
on no account to give permiſſion t to any one to depart, but that we ſhould 
all remain together, as being moſt conducive to the ſervice of God, and 


his Majeſty. At length they were obliged to acquieſce, with a very ill 


grace, and much murmuring againſt Cortes, and his expeditions, and 
againſt us who ſupported him in them, and who as they ſaid had no- 


H h thing 


them. That we had enabled them to eat ſalt with 
their proviſions, and that we were certainly thoſe of whom their anceſ- . 
tors had ſpoken. He then reprobated and expoſed the conduct of the 


a 
II 
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thing to lofs but our lives. *Cortes on bis part m chilies | 4 PRIN : 
promiſe, rhat by the next convenient e Lad would. _ 1 
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The hiftorian Gomara in his account of this ranfa ich Ae 25 


diſtinction between us and the ſoldiers of Narvaez, as if we were equally = 
concerned in prefenting the mentiorial ; and this he does in order to en- 
hance the merits of his hero, Cortes, and to depreciate us the true con- 
querors of Mexico, becauſe We did not think it became us to bribe him 


with gifts to ſpeak favourably of us, when we were khoſe, and thoſe. 
only, who ſupported Cortes. And now this hiftorian would annihi- 
late our oy era, in faying, fe forſooth, that we  meniorialled!1 5 
It would have deter beak this hiſtorian to attend more to mat- Fs 
ters of fact, and leſs to his figures of rhetoric in what he writes. 
have been aſtoniſhed at that part of his relation, where he aſſigns the 
victory at Obtumba ſolely to the valor of Cortes. T have faid before, that 
it was in the firſt inſtance owing to God's mercy; J fay alſo that Cortes 
did every thing that ought to be expected from a wiſe and valiant gene- 


ral, and that he owed his ſuccefs, under God, to the ſtout and valiant 
captains, and to us brave ſoldiers, who broke the force of the enemy, ; 
and ſupported him by fighting in the manner we fought, and as I have 


related. What that hiſtorian ſays relative to his charging the general 
and bearer of the royal ſtandard of Mexico is true, and it was Juan de 


Salamanca, afterwards alcalde major of Guacacualco, who killed him- 


with his lance, and preſented the ornamented plume to Cortes; which 
plume his Majeſty was afterwards pleaſed to give Salamanca in his coat 
of arms. Not that I am unwilling to aſcribe all due honour to our Cortes; 


for I know that he deſerves it; and if it was the cuſtom; as formerly, to 


give triumphs to generals, he i is more worthy of one than any Roman. 
Gomara alſo greatly exaggerates the numbers of our Indian allies, and 
the population of the country beyond all reaſon; for it was not the fifth 
part of what he repreſents it. According to his account there would 
have been more thoufands here, than inhabit all Caſtille; but where 


„) 


b bas Witte ain thouſand we thould mains thouſand. All this 
he has done in onder to make his narrative the more agreable. In my 
hiſtory I tell the truth, word for word as it happened, without looking 


to ornaments of rhetoric; for I conſider ay: (el e to Py to mat- 


ter of fact, and do not deal in flatteries, - : 


We now ſet out on our 8 to lh the Aiftricts of Cactus; 
Topeata; and Tecamachalco, without-artillery or fire arms of any kind, 


for all had been left in the ditches of Mexico. Our force conſiſted of 
ſixteen cavalry and four hundred and twenty infantry, moſtly armed 
with ſword and target, with about four thouſand Tlaſcalans. We halt- 
ed at night, at the diſtance of three leagues from Tepeaca; but the peo- 


ple of the place had deſerted their houſes on our approach. We made 
fome priſoners on our way, by whom Cortes ſent to the chiefs, to in- 


form them, that we came for the purpoſe of obtaining juſtice for the 


murder of eighteen Spaniards, who had been without any cauſe put to 


death in croſſing their territories; and alſo to know the reaſon of their 


entertaining Mexican troops, and to warn them, that if they did not 
immediately treat with us for peace, we would make war againſt them 
with fire and ſword. However terrible our language was, that of their 


anſwer conveyed by our meſſengers and two Mexicans, was much more 


10; for the Mexicans were elevated by their ſucceſſes againſt us at the 


bridges. Cortes treated them very kindly, and declared every wiſh to 


forget and' forgive the paſt, but all could not do; they ſent back for an- 


1 that if we did not return 3 1 would b us all to 


death and make” A feaſt ey our bodies.” 


:Upbn this Cortes called a council | of the (officers PTY it was ; thin 
er that a full ſtatement of all which had paſſed ſhould be of- 
ficially drawn up by a royal notary, whereby all the Mexicans and allies 
of the Mexicans who had killed Spaniſh ſubjects, after- having given 
obedience to his Majeſty, ſhould be declared in a ſtate of ſlavery, This 
5 being duly drawti up and atteſted, we orte more ſent to require them 

to come in, giving them notice of the confequenices of their contumacy, 


Hh 2 : but 
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but they returned e ſimilar to their: former one. Both fides 
then prepared for battle, and on the next day we came to an action with 
them. This battle taking place in open fields of maiz, our cavalry 
ſpeedily put the enemy to flight, with conſiderable. loſs, though they 
made a ſtout reſiſtance; but our allies fought y. and purſued them 
pri and we took 0 65 * * ga” 


The Maki being ds defeated, the natives PAY in, to . for 
peace; we accordingly proceeded to the town of Tepeaca, to receive their 
ſubmiſſion, and on that ſpot was founded our fettlement of Segura de la 
Frontera, the ſituation being eligible, as on the road to Villa Rica, and 
in a fertile diſtrict. The municipal officers were immediately appoint- 
ed, and the iron brand was made here, for the purpoſe of marking thoſe 
natives who were taken for ſlaves; they were marked with the letter G, 
for Guerra,” or war. We made excurſions through the diſtrict, and 
to the towns of Cachula, (where they had put fifteen Spaniards to death 
in the houſes,) Tecamechalco, Las Guayavas, and many others whoſe 
names I do not recollect; taking a number of priſoners, who were im- 
mediately branded for ſlaves. By theſe means, in about the face « % * | 
mms we reduced the people, © to order and dete. 


At this period 3 prince of the blood __ was „ to. the 
dase of Mexico, for the former one who had expelled us from that 
City, was dead of the ſmall pox. The new king was named Guati- 
motzin; he was a young man about the age of twenty five years, of ele- 
gant appearance, very brave, and ſo terrible to his own, ſubjects that 
they all trembled at the fight of him. When the intelligence reached 

this prince of what had happened | in Tepeaca, he began to be appre- 
henſive for his other provinces, negleCting, however, nothing that it was 
In his power to do, to induce the chiefs to continue ſteady to him; and 
he alſo ſent conſiderable bodies of troops to watch our movements. 


1 Cortes now ee eras 3 Villa Rica informing him, chat a 
veſſel had arrived at the Port, commanded by a gentleman named Pedro 


Barba, 


— 
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Barba, who was his intimate friend. He had been lieutenant under 
Velaſquez at the Havannah, and had now brought with him thirteen 
ſoldiers and two horſes ; he alſo brought letters from Velaſquez the go- 


vernor of Cuba to Narvaez, who was thought to be by this time all pow- 


erful in New Spain, ordering him, if Cortes was not already dead, to 
ſend him to Cuba, that he might be thence tranſmitted to Caſtille, ſuch 
being the directions of the biſhop of Burgos. As ſoon as Pedro Barba 
arrived in the harbour, the officer whom Cortes had appointed admiral 
went to viſit him, taking with him in his boat a ſtrong crew, with 
their arms concealed. When he came on board, he ſaluted Barba and 
the reſt courteouſly, and enquired after the health of the governor of Cu- 
ba. The others in their turn enquired after Narvaez, and what had 
mms of Cortes. They were told that Cortes was a fugitive with 
about twenty of his companions, and that Narvaez had eſtabliſhed him- 
felf, and was in poſſeſſion of great riches. They then invited Barba 
and the reſt on ſhore to refreſn themſelves, to which they aſſenting de- 
ſcended into the boats, where they were bid to ſurrender themſelves in- 
ſtantly priſoners to Cortes. They had no alternative, and were obliged 
to ſubmit. The ſhip was diſmantled, and the captain and crew ſent to 
us in Tepeaca, to our great ſatisfaction, for though we did not ſuffer 
much in the field, yet continual fatigue had made us very unhealthy, 
five of our ſoldiers having died of pleuriſies within a fortnight. With 
this party came Franciſco Lopez, | afterwards regidor of Guatimala. 
| Barba was exceedingly well received by Cortes, who was informed by 
him that he might expect the arrival of another ſmall veſſel with provi- 
ſions, within the ſpace of a week, which accordingly happened. On 
board the laſt mentioned ſhip came a gentleman, native of Medina del 
Campo, by name Rodorigo de Lobera, eight ſoldiers, and one horſe. 
Our friends purſued the ſame method with this veſſel that they had done 
with the former, and with the ſame ſucceſs. The party joined us in a 
few days, it being no ſmall n to us, ann to 1 our army re- 
cruiting its numbers. 


T he.new king of Mexico wakes ſent a badies of i troops to theſe 


provinces 


provinces that were neareſt to the Spaniſh army, they became very dif 
orderly, robbing and outraging the people. Theſe provocations indu- 
oed the natives to ſend four chiefs ſecretly to negotiate! with Cortes, of. 
fering to ſurrender themſelves to him, provided he would give them 
his affiſtance to expell the Mexicans: Cortes immediately acceded to 
the propoſal, and ordered for this ſervice the whole of the cavalry and 
| croſsþow-men; under the command of Chriſtoval de Oli. A conſide- 
rable number alſo of Tlaſcalans were joined in the expedition. Several 
of the captains who had come with Narvaez were appointed to com- 
mand in this detachment, which amounted in the whole to above three 
hundred ſoldiers. As our people were on their march, converſing with 
the Indians, they received ſuch accounts from them of the force! of the 
enemy, as entirely deprived the ſoldiers of Narvaez of what little incli- 
nation they ever had for military expeditions, and made them doubly | 
anxious to return to their Iſland of Cuba, being utterly ; averſe from a 
repetition of the days of Mexico, and Obtumba. They began to grow 
very mutinous, and told their chief in plain terms, that if he was de- 
termined to perſiſt in his attempt, he might do it by himſelf, for that 
they were all reſolved to quit him. De Oli remonſtrated with them 
upon the impropriety of ſuch conduct, in which he was ſupparted by 
all the ſoldiers of Cortes, but in vain; he was compelled to yield to their 
perverſeneſs, and halt at Cholula, from whence he wrote to Cortes, 
informing him of his ſituation. When Cortes received his letter, he 
immediately returned an angry meſſage, ordering him poſitively to ad- 
vance with his whole force, at all events. When De Oli received this, 
he fell in a violent rage with thoſe who had brought that reprimand on 
him, and ordering the whole to march trmmediately, declared he would 


ſend back any one who e en mne to de nee en h as a 
coward deſerved. TER 


1.4 . 


0 | eps & ; | 5 = "43 * þ 3 0 . 'A * 


When he 1 A itben a 8 bY? . le: was met ** 
ſome chiefs, who informed him in what manner he might beſt come 
upon the enemy. Having in conſequence ſettled his plan of attack, he 

| e againſt, and after a . action defeated the Mexican troops, 


and. 
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and put ih completely to flight, with the loſs on his part, 6f: two 
horſes, and eight wounded. Our allies this day made a great ſlaugh- 
ter of the Nins who fell back, and rallied at a large town called 
Ozucar, where were other great bodies of their troops. Here they made 
a poſt, fortifying themſelves and breaking down the bridges; but De 
Oli, turned into a tiger by the reproof of Cortes, purſued them without 
halting, with as many of his troops as he could bring up. By the af. 
fiſtance of his Indian friends of Guacachula, he contrived to paſs the. 
river, and falling on the Mexicans, diſperſed them again, with the loſs: 
of two more horfes killed; his own horſe was alfo wounded in ſeveral 
places, and De Oli himfelf received two wounds. Here he halted. for 
to ſubmit as vaſſals to his Majeſty. Their allegiance being accepted, 
and the country. reſtored to TR he returned wil ils force to the town. 
” RIES la E rontera. | Th 


- Not nid: Wend on hi en the account 1 have given is 
auch as was related to me, by thoſe who were. De Oli was received 
by Cortes and all of us with great ſatisfaction; we laughed heartily at 
hint for his counter march, in which he joined with us, and ſwore 
that for the next expedition he was ſent on, he would take the poor ſol- 
diers of Cortes, and not the rich planters of Narvaez, whoſe minds 
were more intent upon their houſes and eſtates, than upon feats of arms; 
and who were much more ready to command, than to obey. Gomara 
ſays that it was the people of Guaxocingo who gave the information to 
the officers of Narvaez; but this is abſurd, for the laſt mentioned town 
was entirely out of their route, and it is exactly the ſame thing as fay- 
ing, that if we were to ſet out now from Medina del Campo to travel ta 
nc we ſhould 1 0 round ow Valkidolid. 


While we were F Cites: 8 letters from Villa Rick, 
a he was informed, that a veſſel had arrived there commanded 
by a perſon of the name of Camargo, having on board upwards of ſe- 
N . all very * She was one of theſe which had been 

ſent 


— 


, 


ſent to eſtabliſh a colony at Panuco, and hows ght imellipe gence that the: A” 
other captain who had been ſent thither, named Pineda, with all his 
ſoldiets, had been put to death by the Indians; and that their ſhipping 8 

| had been burned. Camargo therefore finding the ill ſucceſs of that at- 

tempt, had come to Villa Rica for aſſiſtance, his men being afflicted 

With liver complaints, which their yellow and dropſical appearance de- 
- monſtrated. This officer was very well acquainted with the fituation of 
affairs, and had been it is ſaid, a Dominican friar. Having diſembark- . 
ed his ſoldiers, he ſet out with them, and arrived by flow marches at _ 
La Frontera, where they were kindly received by Cortes, and attended 
with: as much care as we could beſtow upon them, biit the'captain and 
many ' of the ſoldiers very ſoon died. On account of their morbid co- 
lour and ſwollen bodies, we uſed to call them ** the green paunches. In 
order to avoid the interference of foreign matters with the thread of my 
narrative, I will now inform my reader, that one after another, at dif- 
ferent and irregular periods, all the remains of this armament arrived at 
the port of Villa Rica. Amongſt others was an Arragonian named Mi- 
guel diaz de Auz. He brought upwards of fifty ſoldiers, with ſeven 
horſes; with which he immediately joined us, being the moſt effectual 
reinforcement we had for a long time received. This Captain de Auz 
ſerved very well during the war in New Spain; it was he who after- 
wards had a law ſuit with a brother in law of Cortes, named Andres. de 
Barrios, whom we uſed to call ** the dancer.” The law ſuit was about the 
diviſion of Meſtitan, which was awarded afterwards as follows; he had 
the ſurplus of the rents, beyond two thouſand five hundred crowns, on 
condition of not entering upon the diſtrict for the ſpace of two years, 
becauſe he was accuſed of having killed Indians there, and in other pla- 
ces where he had been, Another of Garay's veſſels arrived ſhortly after 
at our port. In this came an officer named Ramirez, called by us, the 
old.” He brought with him forty ſoldiers, ten horſes, croſs-bows and 
other arms. Thus Garay continually ſent us reinforcements, thinking 
that his colony was going on well in Panuco. All theſe ſoldiers joined 
us at Tepeaca. Thoſe who came with Miguel diaz de Auz, as they 
were 7 and in good condition, we named the Sir loins;” and as the 
| | ſoldiers 


I 


* 


ger —_—_— „* 


By F. de Garay governor of Jamaica. 


( A 5 
ſoldiers of old Ramirez wore cotton armour which was very thick wt 


clumſy, ſo that no arrow could penetrate through. it, we called them 
1 the 8 5 


Cortes havink been abus ao to the amount af an banded 
and fifty ſoldiers and twenty horſes, determined to puniſh the Cacatame 
and Nalacingo Indians, with ſeveral others who had been concerned in- 
the murders of Spaniards. Twenty cavalry and twelve croſsbow-men, 
made part of the force ſent-againſt them, the whole of which conſiſted 
of two hundred of the 'veterans of the army of Cortes, and a body of 
Tlaſcalans, commanded by Gonzalo de Sandoval. Our detachment 
received intelligence that the enemy were in arms, fortified, and rein- 
forced by Mexican troops. Sandoval therefore arranged his plan of at- 
tack, firſt ſending to inform them, that he would pardon the deaths of 
the Spaniards, provided they ſubmitted, and returned the treaſure. The 
anſw-er they ſent back was, that they would eat him, and all thoſe with 
him, in the ſame manner that they had done the others. Sandoval 
then proceeded to attack them, which he did in two places at the ſame 
inſtant, and notwithſtanding that both the natives and the Mexicans 
fought with great ſpirit, they had no better ſucceſs than on former oc- 
caſions, being defeated and purſued with a conſiderable loſs. Our peo- 
ple after the action going into ſome of their temples, found cloaths, 
arms, bridles and ſaddles, preſented as offerings to their gods. Sando- 


val declared his intention of halting three days there, and he alſo now 


again demanded from them the treaſure which had been taken. They 
readily ſubmitted themſelves to his Majeſty, but in regard to the trea- 
ſure, they ſaid, that it was no longer in their power, having been tranſ- 
mitted to Mexico. Sandoval referred them to the general for their par- 
dons, and returned with his troops, having made a conſiderable number 
of women and boys priſoners, all of whom were immediately marked 
with the iron. I was not on the expedition, being ill of a fever, and 
throwing up blood at the mouth; but I was bled plentifully, and thanks 
to God recovered. In conſequence of the directions given by Sandoval, the 
chiefs of theſe nations, and alſo of many others in their neighbourhood, 
Ii came 
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came in and made their ſubmiſſions to Cortes. This een was 
productive of the very beſt effects. The fame of Cortes extended 
through all their countries, for valor and for - juſtice, and he was much 
more dreaded and reſpected than Guatimotzin, the new ſovereign of 

Mexico; inſomuch that his deciſion was requeſted in the moſt important 

litigations. The ſmall pox was now ſo prevalent in New Spain, that 

many of the great lords of the natives died of it. In ſuch caſes the 

claimants to the ſucceſſion called on Cortes for, and abided by his deci- 

ſion, as ſovereign lord of the country. There were at this period great 

diſputes relative to the lordſhips of Ozucar and Guacachula, which be- 

ing referred to Cortes he decided the cauſe in favor of a nephew of 

| Montezuma, as * had married the cacique of that diſtrict. 


'At this time Chee ſent dendevl to puniſh the people af. the diſ- 
trict called Cocotlan, where they had put to death nine Spaniards. San- 
doval took with him thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry, with a 
ſtrong body of Tlaſcalans. On his entry into the diſtrict he ſummoned | 
theſe people, holding out as uſual threats on the one hand, and invita- 
tions on the other, to which the Indians replied,” that they acknow- 

ledged no other government than that of Mexico, and that they were 
very well able to defend themſelves. They had here a conſiderable force 
of Mexican auxiliaries, who encouraged them to reſiſtance. As ſoon as 
Sandoval received-this meſſage he put his troops in order, and caution- 
ed his allies not to advance to the attack at firſt, on account of their diſ- 
| ordering the cavalry, but to wait until the enemy were broken by our 
| troops, and then to fall on the Mexicans. Two large bodies of the ene- 
my were met by our army, in a ſtrong ſituation; they made a firm re- 
ſiſtance, and before Sandoval could extricate his cavalry from the diffi-. 
cult and rocky ground, they had killed one and wounded nine of his 
horſes and four ſoldiers. At length having driven them from this poſt, 
he advanced to their town, and there aſſaulting them and the reinforce- 
ments which had joined them, at their poſt in the temples, and large 
walled incloſures, with the good aſſiſtance of his Indian allies, whoſe. 
keenneſs was increaſed by the abundance of plunder, he totally defeat- 
We ed 


( 243 ) 
ed, and put them to flight. Sandoval halted here "To two days, dune 


which the chiefs came in and made their ſubmiſſions. He demanded 
of them the property and effects of the Spaniards whom they had put 


to death, but they replied that it was out of their power to return them, 


they having already burned the whole. They alſo faid that moſt of the 
Spaniards they had killed were caten, five of them having been ſent to 
their monarch Guatimotzin. They promiſed a plentiful ſupply of of x pro- 


viſions, apologized for what was paſſed, and Sandoval OG able to do 


no more was  fain | to be ee their ſubmiſions. 


55756 Ny all this Güntey was now Wande under fubjection Cortes de- 
termined, with the approbation of his Majeſty's officers to mark the 
priſoners and ſlaves, previous to the taking out the royal fifth, and his 


own. An order was in conſequence given out, that the ſoldiers ſhould 


bring all their priſoners to an appointed place, which was a large houſe 
in the town, for this purpoſe. It was accordingly done; they conſiſted 


of women, boys, and girls of the Indians, for as to the men they were 


too troubleſome to keep, and our Tlaſcalan friends did us all the ſervice 
we could defire from them. The priſoners remained in confinement du- 


ring the night, and in the morning the repartition took place, Firſt 


the royal fifth was ſelected, and then that of Cortes; and thus far all 


went on very well, but when the ſoldiers ſhares came to be allotted, be- 


hold! we found that ſome one had been there in the night, and taken 
every handſome and good Indian that was there, leaving us nothing but 
a herd of old, ugly, and miſerable jades. This of courſe made a great 
murmur amongſt the ſoldiers, who loudly charged Cortes with having 


conveyed away and concealed all the valuable ſlaves, and the ſoldiers of 


Narvaez ſwore they never heard of ſuch a thing as two kings, and two 
fifths, in his Majeſty's dominions! among the reſt one Juan de Quexo 
faid he would make it known in Caſtille how they were treated, and 
another plainly told Cortes how he had abuſed them in regard to the 


gold in Mexico, for that when the diviſion was made there appeared 
only three hundted thouſand crowns in value, and when our flight took 
Place he produced above ſeven hundred thouſand; all which had been 
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regularly atteſted. Aa now the poor ſoldier, alk had worn himſelf ; 
to nothing with fatigue, and was full of wounds, when he had gotten 

a good female Indian priſoner, and given her loathing and e e 
found that ſhe was taken from him! Wben the order Was given.) | 
faid the ſoldier, * Every one thought that the ſlaves were only put in 
to be marked and valued, and that each would get his own back, pay- 
ing the fifth of the value which ſhe was rated at to his Majeſty, and 
that Cortes was to have no farther claim on them whatever.” He 
added a great deal more to the ſame purpoſe, but worſe than what I have 
mentioned. When Cortes heard theſe exclamations againſt him, he 
made anſwer, ſwearing by his conſcience! his uſual oath, that it never 
ſhould happen ſo again, and he proteſted that in future better regulations 


ſhould be adopted. Thus with ſmooth Words, and fair Pres on his 
gps the affair eg over. | 


But I have now ſomething | to mention 1 chan this ; 3 it 7 hk 
been already related: how in the fatal night of the retreat from Mexico, 
the treaſure was produced and all the ſoldiers given liberty to take as 
much as they choſe of it; many of thoſe of Narvaez loaded themſelves 
with gold, ſome alſo of ours did the ſame; to a great many this coſt 
their lives, and none who eſcaped with life and what they had carried 
off, but were ſeverely wounded. After all this however Cortes came to 
know that in our garriſon here at La Frontera, a quantity of gold in 
bars was in circulation, and that deep gaming was going on amongſt 
our ſoldiers; wherein our companions had forgot the old 5 which 
ſays, that © wealth and amours ſhould be kept concealed.” He iſſued 
an order for all the gold to be brought in within a given time, under the 
ſevereſt penalty in caſe of diſobedience, | promiſing, on a fair delivery, to 


return the third part, but threatening 1 in caſe of failure or evaſion, that 
the whole ſhould be forfeited.. Many of the ſoldiers refuſed, and from 


ſome Cortes took it by way of loan; but indeed rather by main force 
than free will. As many of the captains and alſo of thoſe who had 
offices under his Wan were Parr of gold, a  compromule took 


place 
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place whereby. no more was ſaid about the order; but it was a very bad 
Wlan on the Pa, of Cortes. Wo : EE a 


1 ſ 


The 1 of eee eight i a | good juncture to renew 
their ſolicitations, to Cortes for permiſſion to return to Cuba. After 
much trouble and many efforts on their part, Cortes aſſented, promiſ- 
ing that on the conqueſt of Mexico, he would give his friend Andres 
de Duero much more wealth than he had ever poſſeſſed. He made ſi- 
milar offers alſo to the other captains, eſpecially to Auguſtin Bermudez. 
Thoſe who were determined to return he ordered to be provided with 
whatever was neceſſary. for their voyage, ſuch as maiz, dogs falted, 
fowls, &c, and giving. them one of the beſt ſhips in the harbour, he 
wrote letters by them to his wife Donna Catalina Xuarez Marcayda, 
and to his brother i in law Juan Xuarez, informing them of all that had 
happened; and he alſo tranſmitted to them by the ſame opportunity 
ſome. bars and ornaments of gold. The following perſons were among 
thoſe who returned to Cuba at this time, with their pockets well lined | 
after all their diſaſters, . Andres de Duero, Au guſtin Bermudez, Juan 
Buono de Quexo, Bernardino de Queſada, Franciſco Velaſquez the 
hump backed, a relation of the governor of Cuba, Gonzalo Carraſco 
who returned afterwards to this country and lives in La Puebla, Melchor 
Velaſco, and one Ximenes who lives in Guaxaca: he went for his ſons; 
alſo the commendador Leon de Cervantes who went to bring over his 
daughters; after the conqueſt of Mexico he married them to very ho- 
nourable connexions; - one Maldonado alſo of Medellin, an invalid; not 
he who married Donna Maria del Rincon, nor the big Maldonado, nor 
the other of that name whom we called Alvaro Maldonado et he fierce,” 
who was married to a lady named Maria Arias; there was alſo one 
Vargas whom we nicknamed «the gallant; I do not mean the Vargas 
who was father in law to Chriſtoval Lobo; Cardenas the pilot alſo. went; 
it 1 was he who talked of the two kings; ; Cortes gave him three hundred 
_ crowns for his wife and children; with many others whom it would 
be too prolix to enumerate. When Cortes was remonſtrated with on 


ling ſo, many quit us in our weak ſtate he replied, that he did it pact 
to; 
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to get rid of their importunities, and partly becauſe cer were not fit for 
war, and that it was better to be alone than badly accompanied. He 
ſent Alvarado with them in order to ſee them ſhipped, and at this time 
he alſo diſpatched De Ordas and Alonzo de Mendoza to Caftille, with 
certain inſtructions, the tenor of which we were i ignorant of; as we alfo 
were of what was going on in that country relative to us, except that 
the Biſhop of Burgos declared us all traitors, and that Diego de Ordas 
anſwered very well for us, and got for himfelf the order of St. Jago, 
and for his coat of arms the volcano which i is between Guaxocingo and 
Cholula. But theſe affairs ſhall be related in their proper time. Cortes 
alſo ſent Captain Alonzo de Avila contador of New Spain, and Franciſ- 
co Alvarez, a man of buſineſs, to make a report to the royal court of 
audience and the brothers of the order of Jeronymites in St. Domingo. 

of all that had happened, more particularly relative to Narvaez; and 
alſo to inform them, how he had puniſhed. by ſlavery, thoſe guilty of 
revolt and murders, and meant to. purſue the ſame meaſures with all 
thoſe people who adhered to the alliance of the Mexicans. He alſo ſup- 
plicated their intereſts in repreſenting our faithful ſervices to the Empe- 


ror, and their ſupport againſt the miſrepreſentations and e of the 
Biſhop of Burgos. 


I 


Cortes likewiſe at this time ſent a veſſel to Jamaica for horſes, 
commanded by one De Solis, whom we afterwards called De Solis de la 
978 Some will aſk how he was able to ſend agents to Caſtille, to 
St. Domingo, and Jamaica, without money. To this I reply, that on 
che night of our retreat from Mexico, though many of our ſoldiers were 
killed, yet a conſiderable quantity of gold was ſaved, as the firſt who 
paſſed the bridge were, the eighty loaded Tlaſcalans; fo that though 
much was loſt in the ditches of Mexico, yet all was not left there, and 
the gold which was brought off by the Tlaſcalans, was by them deli- 
vered to Cortes. But as to us poor ſoldiers who had no command, but 
were commanded, it was enough for us to eſcape with our lives, and all 
badly wounded too, without troubling ourſelves what was done with 
the gold, nor how much of it was brought off; and it was alſo ſhrewd- 


— 
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ly ſufpected, that the treaſure which fell to the ſhare of the cred of 
Villa Rica, and of which thoſe who were entruſted with the conveyance 


were robbed, went after all to Old Caſtille, Jamaica and elſewhere. 


But the en of 6. in the captains * * all inquiry * 
that head. 


The age of Mexico . now e on, Cortes left a gar- 
riſon of twenty men moſtly ſick and wounded, under the command of 
Franciſco de Orozco in the town of Frontera, and proceeded with the 

reſt of his force to the country of Tlaſcala, where he ordered timber to 
2 cut for the conſtruction of the veſſels to command the lake of Mex- 
The ſhips were to be conſtructed under the directions of Martin 
3 an excellent ſhipwright, and one who was moſt highly ſervi- 
ceable to his Majeſty's intereſts here in other reſpects, beſides being a 
valiant ſoldier. When we arrived at Tlaſcala, we found that our good 
friend and the faithful ally of our Monarch, Maxicatzin, had fallen a 
victim to the ſimall pox. Cortes lamented him as if he had been his 
father, and put on mourning in refpect to him, as did many of our 
captains and ſoldiers. As there was ſome diſpute in regard tot the ſuc- 
ceſſion, Cortes ſettled that it ſhould be with the legitimate {oh of our 
friend, as he had deſired at his death ; a ſhort time previous to which, 
having ſummoned his family into his preſence, he had ſtrictly enjoined 
them never to quit our alliance, as we were undoubtedly thoſe who were 
deſtined to rule that country. The other chiefs of that nation offered 
their aſſiſtance in providing timber, and alſo to aid us in the war againſt 
the Mexicans. Cortes received their propoſals with every mark of at- 
tention and gratitude, and at that time propoſed to one of them, the el- 
der Xicotenga, to turn chriſtian; to which he readily aſſented, and 
was baptized in great ceremony by the name of Don Lorenzo de Var- 


gas. 


Our ſhipwright Lopez * his buſineſs ſo well, that in a few g 
days he had all his timber cut, ſhaped, and marked for each particular 


part of the veſſels. . He was aſſiſted by a good ſoldier named Andres. 
; Nunez,, 
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Nuties; hi by old Ramirez the carpenter, who was lame with a wound; 
Cortes obtained from the p port of Villa Rica the iron Work, fails, and 
other neceſſaries to equip the veſſels ; : and he alfo ordered to' be ſent” to 
him what ſmiths were there, amongſt others, Aguilar, of which name 


there were three amongſt us, but this was the man we called the iron-⸗ 


mauler.“ As pitch was wanting, and was unknown to the natives of 
thoſe countries, he ſent four ſailors to the pine woods of Guaxatingo, 
which are' very conſiderable, to obtain a ſupply of that article. Some 
curious perſons have aſked me, why Cortes ſent Alonzo de Avila Who 
was ſo valiant a captain on an affair of negociation, when he had men 
of buſineſs ſuch as Alonzo de Grado, and Juan de Caceres the rich, and 
others whom they have named to me. To this I reply, that Cortes 
ſent Avila becauſe he was a brave man, and would not be afraid to ſpeak 
out on any neceſſary occaſion in order to obtain juſticę j and therefore, 
to avoid being oppoſed and thwarted by him, and to give his 
company to Andres de Tapia, and his office of contador to . by 
Grado, Cortes choſe to 2 him 5 855 buſineſs to St. gee” 
N 0 that the timber of he veſſels was al dy for the dock 528 
and that thoſe who came with Narvaez no longer moleſted us with their 
fears and ſurmiſes, there was great difference of opinion amongſt us on 
the f ubject of eſtabliſhing” our poſt, in order to prepare for the inveſt- 
ment of Mexico. Some ſtrongly recommended Ayotcingo as moſt con- 
venient on account of the canals, others, amongſt whom was Cortes, 
as ſtrongly inſiſted on the clegibility of Tezcuco as ' moſt advantageous 
for making incurſions upon the Mexican territory. The decifion being 
at length for Tezcuco, juſt as we were ready to march we. were inter- 
rupted in our movements for an inſtant, by intelligence that a veſſel had 
arrived at Villa Rica from Europe and the Canary Iſlands, loaded with 
military ſtores, merchandiſe, and horſes. It was commanded by -one 
Franciſco Medel, but the owner of the property, who came with it, 
was one Juan de Burgos. There were alſo on board thirteen | ſoldiers. 
We were in high ſpirits on receiving this intelligence, and Cortes hav- 
ing ſent orders to purchaſe the whole cargo, we loſt not a moment in 
= ſetting 
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ſetting wad on our route for Tezcuco, after we were Joined by the 
people who came on board the veſſel. Amongſt theſe were one Juan 
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del Eſpinar, afterwards a very rich man, oñe Sagredo uncle to the wo- 


man called La Sagreda, in the Iſland of Cuba, and a Biſcayan named Mon- 
jaraz, uncle to two of that name who were ſoldiers with us, and father 


to the handſome woman who afterwards came to Mexico called La 


Monjaraza. This man never was in any expedition or engagement with 


us, always pretehding to be ſick, though he miſſed no opportunity of 


boaſting of his valour. When we beſieged Mexico, he ſaid he would 
ſee how the natives fought, for he had no opinion of their bravery. 
He accordingly went to the top of a very high temple like a turret, and 
no one ever could tell how it was, but certain Indians killed him on 
that very day. Thoſe who had known him in the Iſland of St. Do- 
mingo ſaid, that it was God's judgment on him for having had his wife, 


a good, honourable, and beautiful unn, put to death, by the perjury 
of falſe witneſſes. | 


KK 


* 
* 2 
+» * 
72 
9 
* —— 4 2 | 2 — rep — — — cp <e——ns 2 b 4 0 
— — — . — — — — wy — 4 
— — 2 » uw _—_ — <5 * * — * — * "_ by 
— 2 — ITS 2 — 22 * * — > wn — — — = :; 
— === ; — — — —ů— CG AERIAL > AR . 
— Fxgaafy hoo rae ” — — — — — — _ * — 2X r 2 * 
— — os 2 ＋ — * — r 1 — boy N * 3 
. — — Rd Por yan, — * a, — - — —— g — e ron — . — 
< — — — — C — — — - ac, — —— 2 — 5 — — 
— . ——— — Eg 6... — —m eo. — = 
. £ 7 — . — — — 


2 


* 


CHAPTER II. 


0 5 


March of the Shaniards to befiege M exico, December 28th. 
1520. Inveſtment of Mexico, May 3oth.' 1 521. Siege of 
| that city, and final conqueſt Auguſt 16th, I $21. . 


: 5 | O« the day after the feaſt of the nativity, we ſet forward towards 
| | Tezcuco with our full force, and accompanied by ten thouſand of our 
Tlafcalan allies. On the ſame night we halted in a part of the territory 
of Tezcuco, the inhabitants of the place ſupplying us with proviſions. 
The next night we halted at the foot of the ridge of mountains, having 
made a march of about three leagues ; we found here a very ſevere cold. 
Early the next day we aſcended the mountains, the bad roads through 
which were made more difficult by cuts, or dikes, abbatis of trees, and 
the like, which required the utmoſt exertions of our allies to remove. 
| Proceedin g thus however with much regularity and precaution, we 
reached the ſummit, a company of muſqueteers and croſsbow-men being 
in our front, and our allies clearing the way for the cavalry, Deſcend- 
ing a little, we came to that part from whence we diſcover the whole 
extent of the city, lake, and plain of Mexico, with all its towns riſing 
as it were out of the water, and here we returned thanks to God for per- 
mitting us again to ts city. 


We now obſerved ſignals made by ſmoke in the different places 
towards Mexico, and a little farther on we fell in with a body of the 
enemy who were poſted at a bad paſs, where a broken wooden bridge 
croſſed a deep. water cut. We ſoon drove them from thence, and paſ- 
ſed over without difficulty, the enemy contenting themſelves with ſhout- 
ing at us from a diſtance, Our allies pilaged as they went along, con- 


5 
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trary to the inclination of Cortes, WhO was not able to reſtrain (them... 
We halted for this night at a towin in the. territory of Tezcuco, which 
the inhabitants had abandoned. We had got intelligence by ſome Mex- : 
icans we made priſoners in the laſt ſkirmiſh, that large bodies of the 
enemy waited for us in front; but it afterwards appeared that they had: 
ſeparated, in conſequence of feuds, and indeed a civil war which exiſt- 
ee between the-Mexicans and thoſe of Tezcuco, The ſmall pox alſo, 
which wWas at the ſame time very deſtructive in the country. oontributed #7 
in a außen e to ee a armies from Ges cl 110 
«of ine [T1 
| On the inc we 3 1 3 on our at for * : 
cuco, which. was:diſtant abaut'two leagues; but we had proceeded a 
very ſhort diſtance, before one of our patroles came to us with intelli- 
Zence that ten Indians were on the road, with ſigns of peace. The 
whole of the country alſo through which we marched exhibited every 
ſign of moſt; perfect tranquillity. When theſe Indians arrived, 'we found 
that they compoſed. an embaſly, conſiſting of ſeven chieftains of Tezcu- 
co. A golden banner borne upon a long lance was carried before them, 
and when they came near us the banner was lowered, and they bowed 
their bodies. Addreſſing Cortes in the name of their lord Cocoivacin, 
the prince of Tezcuco, they, then /requeſted to be received under our 
protection, inviting us to their city, and preſenting to us, as a token of 
peace, their golden banner. They utterly denied having any part in the 
attacks with which we had been threatened, and requeſted that no injury 
might be done to their city by us or our allies. Three of theſe embaſ- 
ſadors were perſonally known to moſt of us, for they were relations of 
the good Montezuma, and captains of his guards. Cortes earneſtly re- 
queſted the Tlaſcalan chiefs to prevent their people from pillaging. 
and his wiſhes: were es ation, to, ee. Ma if in the article . 
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theleſs the embaſſadors were aſſured that every protection ſhould be af- 
Kane to the country, but were at the ſame time told, that it could not 
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be unknown to them, how, above forty of the Spaniards and two nen- ; 
dred of our allies were put to death within their territories, when. we 
retteated from Mexico. For tlie loſs of lives Cortes ſaid no reſtitution 


could be made, but the gold and other property they might return. 
They in reply threw the blame upon the prince-whio had ſucceeded Men- 


teʒ uma; and who they faid received the ſpoil, and: facrificed the priſo- . 
ners. Cortes thereſore found that little Was to be got from them, and 


we proceeded to a village in the outſkirts of Fezcuro; named Guatinehan, 


or Huaxutlan, where we halted: for the night. On; the enſuing morn- 


ing we arrived at Tezcuco, and immediately remarked that neither wo- 


men or children were to be feen, and the men appeared as if they were 
meditating fome miſchief againſt us. We took up our quarters in ſome 
buildings: which conſiſted of large halls and eneloſed courts; and roceiv- 
edi orders not to quit them, and to: he very alert. Alvarado, De Oli, 


and ſormie ſoldiers whereof E was one; tlien aſcended to the top of the 


great temple; uihich was very lofty, in order tp notice what was going 


on in the neighbourhood. We obſerved. that al: the people were in 
movement, carrying off their children and effects to the woods, the reedy 


borders of the lake, and to a number of eanees collected for the pur- | 
poſe, ' Cortes now. wiſhed to ſeize thei chief who Had fent him the en- 
baſſy, hut found that he had fled to Mexito with many other perſons 
of rank. We poſted ſtrong gliards for the night, andias in ſo large a 


city there are mam different parties and factions; and thoſe perfons who ; 


were ad verſe to the preſent: chief having remained; Cortes on tlie next 


morning ſent for them, andenquired/into the ſtate ef their government. 
They aſſured him that their preſent chief; 'Cocoivatzin; wasi/an ufurper, 


having murdered his elder brother Cuſtuxea; and was ſirpported only. by ; 


the prince then on the throne of Mexiqo; and whoſe name was Guati- 


motzin. They pointed: out the youth WHO as the; right heir; and wh 
was immediately conducted into the preſence of Cortes, by whoſt order- 


he was baptized with much ſolemnity, being called after his godfather, 


Don Hernando Cortes; after which he was appointed lord of Tezeuco. 
Cortes in order to retain him in our holy. faith and in the intereſts of 
n and al ſo to inſtruct him in our „e ordered three-perfons to 


attend 
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attend upon him; Arithonio de Villaroel married to the handſome Ifabel 
de Ojeda, a batchellor named Eſcobar captain of Teacuco, and Pedro 
Sanches Farfan, a good ſoldier, married to the worthy and honorable: 
lady Maria de Eſtrada. Cortes then required of him a number of Indi- 


an labourers: to oper the canals, in order to bring his veſſels to the lake. 


He alſs explained to him His plan of attaclking Mexico, to which the 


wann g _ VIA NE to the ——— on hay 1 8 

Our eps were at this time aligned their different poſts, in ca caſe 
of x ſudden attack upon our quarters, tlie rei gning prince in Mexico 
frequently ſending out his troops upon the lake, in expectation” of tak- 
ing us unprepared. Some nei ighbouring' people, whoſe diſtrict: is called 


Guakinchan, atid who had been guilty of offences in the murders of our 


countrymen, now petitioned for, and obtained pardon. The work up- 
on the canals went on moſt rapidly, as we never hadl lefs than from ſeven 
to wha. 19k ona Indians . ee . 


— now > upon the nne of H Mexico; was lord of Izta- 
hog the people whereof were bitter enemies to us, and our declared 
allies of Chaleo, Talmalanco, Mecarneca; and Chimaloacan. As we 
had been twelve days in Tezcueo, fo large a forte cauſed ſome ſcarcity: 
of provifions;' idleneſs had alſo made our allies grow impatiem, and for 
thoſe reaſons it became neceſſary to take the field; Cortes therefore pro- 
cveded towarcs Itapalapa at the head! of thirteen cavalry, two hundred 
and twenty infantry, and the whole body of our Indian confedetites. 


The inhabitants had received a reinfbrtement of eight thouſand” Mexi- 


cans, and as we approached, they fell back into the town. But this 
was all a concerted plan; they thei: fled into their carioes, the reeds by 
the ſide of the lake, and alſo to thoſe houfes which were in the water, 
where they remained quietly, leaving us in poſſeſſton of that part of the 
town which was on the firm land. As it was now night we poſted our 
guards, and were repoſing contentedly in our quarters; when all on a 


ſudden there came on us ſuch a body of water by the ſtreets and into 


the houſes, that if our e from Tezcueco had not called to us at that 
moment, 
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moment, we ſhould have boo all red 5; * the enemy had cut clots $0 


banks of the canals, and alſo a now ogy whereby the place was laid 


under water as it were inſtantaneouſſy. As it happened two of our al- 


lies only, loſt their lives, but all our powder was deſtroyed, and we 


were glad to eſcape with a good wetting. We paſſed the night badly 


enough, being ſupperleſs, and very cold; but what provoked us moſt 
was the laughter and mockings of the Indians upon the lake, Worſe 


than this however happened to us, for large bodies from the garriſon of 


| Mexico, who knew of the plan, croſſed the water and fell on us at day 


break with ſuch violence that it was with difficulty we could ſuſtain 
their attacks. They killed two ſoldiers and one of our horſes, and 


wounded a great many. Our allies alſo ſuffered a conſiderable loſs. on 


this occaſton. The enemy being at length beaten off we returned to 
Tezcuco, in very bad humour, nn ing ren little fame or advan- 
tage by our expedition. TD 


* 


i , 


7 8 97 4 4 i 


Two days after dur return 5 6 our laſt ts ns —__ of 
three neighbouring diſtricts, viz Tepetezcuco, Obtumba, and another 


which I do not recollect, ſent to ſollicit pardon for the offences they had 


committed, excuſing themnſelves, by alledging the commands of Coad- 
lavaca. Cortes making a merit of neceſſity gave them a free pardon, 


knowin g very well that he was not in a ſituation to do otherwiſe. The 


people alſo of that place called Venezuela, or Little Venice, who had al- 


ways been at enmity. with the Mexicans, now ſollicited our alliance; a cir- 


cumſtance highly uſeful, from the ſituation of that town within the laks 3 3: 


. 0 en * to beine over ir neighbours to us. + 


Intelli gence was fan Godin; that 5 bodies of 3 troops 
wad fallen upon the diſtricts in alliance with us, the inhabitants of which. 
being afraid to remain at home, were flying to the woods or to our 
quarters for protection. Cortes ordered out twenty cavalry and two 
hundred infantry, twenty three muſqueteers and croſsbow- men included, 
and taking Alvarado and De Oli with him, proceeded to the towns of 
Guatinchan, and Hyaxugan: The reports ee to have foundation, 


but 


0255 

but the real cauſe of contention was, the crop of Indian corn on the bor- 
ders of the lake, which was now fit to reap, and from which the peo- 
ple of Tezcuco and the others ſupplied our proviſions; but the Mexicans 
alſo laid claim to it, and it appeared that the produce of theſe fields went 
to the prieſts of Mexico. Cortes told them to inform him when they 
thought it neceſfary to cut the corn, and accordingly, at that time, a 
body of one hundred or upwards of our foldiers, attended by the allies 
went out to cover the reapers. I was twice on that duty, and had one 
ſmart ſkirmiſh. The Mexicans croſſed over in upwards of a thouſand 
canoes, and attacked us in the maize fields; but we and our allies, drove 
them back to their boats, with the loſs of one ſoldier of our's killed, 
and many wounded, They fought like men, and left behind them 
twenty dead, and we alſo took five priſoners. At this time other nei igh- 
bourin g diſtricts ſolicited our alliance. 


There were two places, named Chalco and Talmalanco, of ſome: 
conſequence, as being between our army and Tlaſcala. They were now 
poſſeſſed by the Mexican troops, and though Cortes had ſeveral peti- 
tions for protection, he thought it neceſſary above all things, immedi- 
ately to diſlodge theſe Mexicans, that ſuch of his allies as wiſhed it 
might return home, and alſo in order to obtain his ſhip timber from 
Tlaſcala. He therefore ſent a force for this purpoſe under Sandoval and 
De Lugo, conſiſting of fifteen cavalry and two hundred infantry, and 
he gave theſe officers orders to break completely the Mexican force, where- 
by we ſhould obtain a clear communication with Villa Rica. Our allies 
of Chalco were ſecretly informed of our intention, in order that they 
ſhould be ready to ſupport us. Sandoval had put ten of his party in the 
rear as a guard, and to protect the allies who were returning home with 
his detachment, and who were loaded with plunder. The Mexicans 
fell upon them on their march with conſiderable impreſſion, owing to 
the weakneſs of the rear guard, of which they killed two, and wound- 
ed the reſt; and although Sandoval inſtantly flew to their relief, the 
Mexicans contrived to reach the Take. Sandoval cenſured the people in 


the rear for this, throwing the whole blame on them; he then put the 
Tlaſcalans 


— es. — 


( 230 } 


Tlaſcalans i in ſecurity, . and having ſent the letters with which he was 
intruſted to the commandant of Villa Rica, in which Cortes ordered 
him to ſend what reinforcements he could to Tlaſcala, there to wait un- 


til it ſhould be- aſcertained that the route from thence to Tezcuco was 
clear, he diſmiſſed the allies to their province, and returned to Chalco, 
which diſtrict he had reed to apprehend was filled with the Oe of 


he Mexicans. 


On his road he was attacked in a plain covered with maize and 
maguey, by a body of the enemy who wounded ſeveral of his party; 
the cavalry drove them to a diſtance, after which he purſued his route 
to Chalco. Having informed the principal people of this place of his 
intention to march to Tezcuco on the enſuing day, they informed him 
of their determination to go with him, and for the following reaſon. 
Their lord was lately dead of the ſmall pox. He had on his death- 
bed recommended his ſons to the protection of Cortes, being convinced 


that we were thoſe of whom their anceſtors had propheſied, when they 


ſaid that men with beards ſhould come to govern them; and he there- 
fore enjoined his ſons to receive their dominions from the hands of our 
chief. Sandoval accordingly marched for our head quarters, bringing 
with him the young lords of Chalco, who experienced a-moſt gracious 
reception from Cortes, and they preſented him with ornaments of gold 
amounting in value to about two hundred thouſand crowns. Cortes 
divided the diſtrict between them, giving Chalco and the larger part 
to the elder brother, and Talmalanco, Ayocingo, and Chimalcan, with 
other places, to the younger. By ſome Mexican priſoners Cortes ſent 
a meſſage to the reigning prince in that city, couched in the moſt in- 
viting and amicable terms, in order to induce him to come to an accom- 
modation; but Guatimotzin would not hear them, and perſiſted in the 
moſt active hoſtility againſt us. Frequent complaints came to us at 
this time of the incurſions made by the enemy upon our allies of Gua- 
tinchan and Huaxutlan, in the neighbourhood of the lake, upon the 
old cauſe of the fields ſown for the ſervice of the Mexican temples; in 

conſequence of which, Cortes being determined to put a ſtop to theſe 


inroads 
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inroads, ai marching with a ſtrong, party "WM that purpoſe, came up 
with the enemy at the diſtance of; about two leagues from Tezcuco, and 
ſo completely broke and defeated. them, though with no very conſidera- 

; Ld © Jobs on' (heir fide, that they, 9 not ſ how themſelves there again. 


* 


e 1 * was « refolved to Joſe no time in the grand object 7 our enter. 


4a 4 =o 


"—_ with 4 detachment of two Joined. ſoldiers of the 51 8 
twenty muſqueteers and eroſsbow- men included, and fifteen, cava 
from Tezcuoo,, i in order to bring the timber to conſtruct our ſhips on the | 
lake, of Mexico. Before they ſet ou ut, Cortes effected a reconciliation be- 
tween the Tlaſcalans, and the Indians of Chalco, who had long been 
hoſtile, He gave directions to Sandoval, after he had left the chieftains 
of, Chaleo i in, their own town, to proceed by a place named by us Puebla 
Moreſca, the inhabitants of which had robbed. and put to death up- 
wards,of forty of our ſoldiers, who were on their march from Vera 
Cruz to exico, \ when we went to the relief of Alvarado. Sandoval 
had orders to inflict an exemplary puniſhment on them, not that their 
guilt was more than that of the people of Tezcuco, who were the lead- 
ers of the buſineſs, but becauſe they could be puniſhed. with leſs incon- 
venience. The place was put under military « execution. Some few of 
che inhabitants Were made priſoners, and when Sandoval enquired of 
them in what. manner they had deſtroyed. the Spaniards, they informed 
him that they were fallen on by the troops of Mexico and Tezcuco, by 
ſurprize, i in. a narrow paſs where they could only go in ſingle file, and 
that it, was, done i in revenge for the death of Cacamatzin. Not more 
than three or four of theſe people loſt their lives, as Sandoval had pity 
on them. In the temples were found many traces of the blood of our 
countrymen upon the walls, their idols were beſmeared with it, and we 
found the ſkins of two of their faces with their beards, dxeſſed like lea- 
ther, and hung upon the altars, as were alſo the ſhoes of. four horſes, 
together with their ſkins very well dreſſed. The following words were 
found written upon a piece of marble fixed in the wall of one of the 


"Miſe Here was. taken the unfortunate Juan Juſte, with many, 
Ll others 


ed by Chichimecatecle, and our ſhipwright Martin I ,opez 
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« others of his companions.” This Jofte was a gentlethan who came 

with Narvaez, and ſerved in the cavalry. Theſe ad remains filled the 
minds of Sandoval and his party with rage and grief, büt there was no 
poſſibility of obeying the dictates of their feelings, for the men were all 
fled, and the women and children bewailed their fate in the moſt affect- 


ing terms.” Sandoval therefore ſent them to their huſbands and fathers, 


whom they induced to come in and ſubmit. -In anſwer to the queſtions 

put to them relative to the gold, they declared that it had all been claim 
2 the Mexicans. Sandoval now continued his march to Tlaſcala, 
and when he came near the capital of that country, he fell in with a 
vaſt body of Indians employed in tranſporting the timber, and conduct- 
ez. The order 
theſe people came in was as follows. Eight thouſand men u ed the 
timber ready ſhaped for every part of the thirteen veſſels, ei ight thouſand 
more followed as a guard with their enfigns and arms, and a third bo- 
dy of two thouſand, as a relief, and with provifions for the whole. 
Several Spaniards j joined us with this eſcort, and alſo two great Tlaſcalan 
chiefs named Teulericle, and Teatical. The enemy appeared only in 
ſmall bodies at a diſtance, but it was thought neceffary to uſe. much 
precaution, conſidering the extent of the line of march, and the danger 
of aſl urpriſe. Sandoval ſent ſome of his troops in front, and poſted 


$ '4 : 


others on tlie flanks, while he remained at the rear guard with the Tlaſ- 


calans, to whom he aſſi igned that poſt. This arrangement gave t their 


mnt 
2 


{ 
D 


chief, Chichimecatecle, great offence, but when he was informed that 
it was there the Mexicans were moſt likely to attack, his pride becartic 
pacified. In two days more the whole body. arrived at Tezcuco, in 
great triumph and pomp, the allies wearing their fineſt habits and great 

plumes of feathers, with drums, horns, and trumpets, ſounding. Thus 
A continued marching into our quarters, without breaking a file, for 
the ſpace of full half the day, ſhouting out, ” Caſtilla Caſtilla! Tlaſca- 
* hal Tlaſcala live his Wa the Eqoperor.” | | 


Our timber wks all now laid ready af the 8 in a very ſhort 
time, by the great exertions of a 1; , the hulls were compktely finiſh- 


2 „1. 
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ed; but we were obli ged to keep the ſtricteſt guard, as. the Mane 
fent _ „ en to en, to Ky pods on Bs: 
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| The Tlaſcalans were anxious to iy foru on \ forme enterpriſe, _ 
Cortes indulged them by declaring his intention to march on the cnſu- 
ing day to Saltocan, a town which had neglected our ſummons} to a 
ſubmiſſion. For this purpoſe he ordered two hundred and fifty infan- 


try and thirty cavalry, the whole of the Tlaſcalans, and a body of the 


warriors of Tezcuco. He appointed the captains Alvarado and De Oli 


to act under him, and having left the poſt of Tezcuco, where it was 
always neceſſary **to have the beard upon the ſhoulders,” under the care 
of Sandoval, and ordered Lopez to have the veſſels ready to to launch with- | 


e 33 


in the ſpace of fifteen days, he ſet out with the above force upon his 
expedition. When he approached Saltocan, he was met by large bodies 
of the Mexican troops, whom the cavalry drove to the woods. The 
troops halted for the night in ſome villages, in a country thickly inha- 
bited. They were kept very alert, for it was known that the enemy 
had a conſiderable force in Saltocan; and a body of Mexicans had been 
ſent thither in large boats, and was at this time concealed in the * 
canals of the nnen non „ © 


1 On- the * 11 3 at the commencement va the hy. our 


| tioops were aſſailed by the enemy, and ſeveral were wounded, without 
our cavalry having it in their power to retaliate, on account of the num- 
ber of canals. The only cauſeway which led to the town on the land 
ſide, they had completely inundated, and our muſquetry was of no ef- 
fect againſt the enemy in their canoes, being ſo well guarded by ſtrong 
ſcreens of timber. All this contributed to give our people a diſguſt to 
the expedition. Some Indians of Tezcuco who had joined our army, 
at this time pointed out a paſs to one of our ſoldiers ; upon which, our 
people put themſelves into march, and under the direction of their guide 
croſſed the canals and waters, and at length reached the road which led 
to the town, Cortes with the cavalry remaining on the other ſide. Our 

wens advanced againſt the town, and made a conſiderable ſlaughter of 
= i the 


. 


( ws 


the Mexicans, driving: the iind, and the natives of the place, to 


their boats. They then returned to Cortes, with a conſiderable dong 


of ſlaves, n _— _ ger . _ one n hag uy e 


dition. 1 0 
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Culvatitlan, through a very populous country. We found the place to 


Which we marched totally deſerted, and here we halted for the night. 


On the enſuing day we proceeded to another large town called Tenayuco, 1 
but which we named the town of the ſerpents, on account of the enor- 


mous figures of theſe animals which we found in their ternples, and 


— 


which they worſhipped as gods. This place we alſo found deſerted, 
and we proceeded a league farther to that which we called the town of 
the gold-ſt miths. This place was alſo deſerted, and our troops march- 
ed half a league farther, to Tacuba, our ſoldiers. being -obliged to cut 
their way through conſiderable numbers of the natives. In this town 
our troops halted for the night, and on the next day they were aſſailed 
by bodies of the enemy, who had ſettled a plan to retreat by their cauſe- 


ways, in order to draw us into an ambuſcade. This in part ſucceeded ; 


Cortes and our troops purſued them acroſs a bridge, and were immedi- 
ately ſurrounded by vaſt numbers on land and in the water. The en- 
ſign was thrown over the bridge, and the Mexicans were dragging him 
to their canoes, yet he eſcaped from them with his colours in his hand. 


In this attack they killed five of our ſoldiers, and wounded many. Cor- 
tes perceived his imprudence, and ordered a retreat, which was effected 


with regularity „our people fronting the enemy, and only giving ground 
inch by inch. Juan Volante, the enſign who fell into the lake, had a 

jealouſy with one of our ſoldiers, Pedro de Ireio, about a certain woman. 
The latter in order to affront him uſed ſome abufive language, which 
Volante did not deferve, being a very valiant gentleman, as he had 
ſhown on that and many other occaſions. Cortes halted here for five 
days, and then returned to Tezcuco, the Mexicans harraſſing his march; 
but having been once defeated in an ambuſcade whieh Cortes laid for 
them, they deſiſted. When our troops arrived at head quarters, the 
Tlaſcalans, 


On 10 ii ay Crimes: ala: onde a e town called LT” 
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Tlaſcalans, who had enriched themſelves by plunder, were anxious to 


£6 nl which Cortes ach gave: them 'petmiſſion to do. 


3 16: 


| "During ur FO after this ellos: the Imam of ſeveral nigh 


bes: diſtricts came in with preſents and declarations of ſubmiſſion. 


Cortes received all in good part, although he knew very well that they 
had been concerned in murders, diſmiſſing them with promiſes of pro- 
tection. Other applications of a more embarraſſing nature were alſo 
made at this time, for the nations in our alliance came with painted re- 
preſentations of the outrages committed on them by the Mexicans, and 
requeſting ſuccour. Cortes was hardly able to grant them aſſiſtance, 

from the tate of our army, which, excluſive of our loſs by killed and 


wounded was grown very unhealthy. He however promiſed them his 


ſupport,” bnt told them to rely more on their own exertions, and that 
they ſhould be aſſiſted by the neighbouring people of our alliance. For 
this purpoſe he gave them letters of ſummons to the reſpective diſtricts, 

to aſſemble againſt the common enemy. The different diſtricts having 
aſſembled their forces, met the Mexicans in the field, and had an action 
with them, in which they exerted themſelves with ſucceſs. The pro- 
vince of Chalco however was an object of more importance; the poſſeſ- 
ſion of that country was requiſite for our communication with Villa Ri- 
ca and Tlaſcala, and for the ſubſiſtence of our troops, as it was a corn 
country. It was much harraſſed, and therefore Cortes ſent Sandoval 
with about two hundred and fifty of our troops, cavalry and infantry, 
accompanied by what few of our Tlaſcalan allies remained with us, and 
a b befee of thoſe of Fezcuco, to clear 1 it of the enemy. 


On the twelfth hay of March, one thouſand five hundred and twenty 
one ne, after hearing maſs, Sandoval ſet out, and arrived in the diſtrict of 
Chalco. On the enſuing morning he reached Talmanalco, where he 
received information that the Mexican force was poſted at a large town 
called Guaztepeque. The warriors of Chalco accompanied our troops, 
who halted for the night at the town of Chimalcan. On the next morn- 
in 8 Sandoval ordered the croſsbow- men and muſqueteers to attack the 

enemy 
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ſions of three in front, directed them to charge as ſoon as the firing had 


he formed in a compact body as a reſerve. | Advancing in this order, he - 


our allies to come forward to the attack. Our troops at laſt forced them 
to retreat; they fell back however no farther than to a ſecond ſtrong po- 


with him, whereby he died in a few days. He was much regretted, 


Our army having broken the enemy again, purſued them to the town, 
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enemy in the broken ground, and forming the cavilry into git divi- 


made any impreſſion; thoſe who were armed with ſword and buckler 


ſhortly perceived the Mexicans in three large battalians or columns, and 
ſounding their warlike muſic. As ſoon as Sandoval perceived their dii- 
poſition he thought proper to give up his original plan, and to, break 
the enemy by a charge of cavalry. Putting himſelf therefore at the head 
of this body of troops, he attacked them, crying out **St. Jago for us! 
comrades fall on!” The main body of the Mexicans was partly broken 
by the charge, but they immediately cloſed and fronted again. The 
ground was much in their favor, ſo that Sandoval ſaw, it was abſolutely. 
neceſſary to drive them from this poſt, into the open ground in their 
rear, For this purpoſe he ordered the muſqueteers and crol $bow-men 
to engage them in the front, and the troops armed with ſword and tar- 
get to turn their: flanks, and he gave directions, that at the proper time, 
the cavalry ſhould fall on the enemy by a ſignal. He alſo now ordered 


ſition, nor could Sandoval with his cavalry do any conſiderable execution 
among them. Here we loſt Gonzalo Dominguez, whoſe horſe fell 


for we eſteemed him to be as brave a ſoldier as De Oli or Sandoval. 


where they were ſuddenly attacked by at leaſt fifteen thoutand freſh war- 
riors, who attempted to ſurround them; but our troops falling on both ; 
their flanks, the whole faced about and fled, endeavoring to rally behind 
ſome works which they had conſtructed. They were however ſo cloſe- 
ly followed that they had not time to do ſo, and were driven compleatly 
withinfide the town. Sandoval then thought it neceſſary to give his 
ſoldiers ſome repoſe, and as a conſiderable ſpoil of proviſions had fallen 
in the way of the troops, they began to Prepare their dinners, during 
which time the patroles came galloping in, crying To arms! the cne- 


my are coming!” There was hardly a moments interval | until 5 they 


were 
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were ptopared, and advancing againſt the enemy, they met them in an 
open ſpace, and had a ſevere ſkirmiſh,” after which the enemy fell back 
behind their works; but Sandoval attacked them with ſuch impetuoſity 
chat he drove them nas row W forcing g them to evacuate the 


597 In this place was: a very magnificent and extenſive garden, in 
which Sandoval took his quarters for the night, and certainly it was a 
beautiful one to behold; it contained a nu ber of large and handſome 
buildings, and ſuch varieties that it was truly mirable, and fit for the 
reſidence of a great prince; nor had our ſoldiers time 8 ſee the whole of 
it, for tit was above a quarter of a league i in length. I was not in this 
action, being very ill by the wound of a lance, which I received in my 
throat at the affair of Iztapalapa, the marks of which I carry to this day; 
but I faw. the garden about twenty days afterwards, when I accompa- 
nied Cortes. Not having been on this expedition for the reaſon J have 
before aſſigned, as I was then almoſt at death's door, J do not in my 
narrative ſay we, and us, but they, and them; but notwithſtanding 
that, all is true to the letter as J have related it, for the tranſactions of 
an expedition are immediately known in quarters, nor is there any op- 
portunity of adding to, or Uirniniſhing the HU, as is ſometimes the 
ouly elſewhere, | e . WY N 


| Sandoval thou ght it a ey time to ſummon all the nei Wen g 
diſtricts to fubmiſſion, which he accordingly did, but with very little 
effect, thoſe of Acapiſtlan, eſpecially, anſwering by a defiance. This 
made our allies of Chalco uneaſy, as well knowing that they and the 
Mexicans were only waiting until the return of the Spaniards, in order 
to fall upon them. For ſeveral reaſons it was neeeſſary therefore to hum- 
ble theſe people, but a great difference of opinion exiſted on the ſubject. 
Sandoval was adverſe to any new expedition on account of the number 
of his wounded, and the ſoldiers of Narvaez were adverfe, becauſe they 
_ diſliked riſques of any kind; but our allies were for it, and Captain 
Luis Marin, a wiſe and valiant officer, ſtrongly ſupported them. As 
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the diſtance was but two leagues Sandoval acquieſced. When he advane 
ced, the enemy attacked him with their miſſile Weapons, and after 
wounding. ſome of his men, returned to their ſtrong poſt in the tawns 
Our allies did not exhibit much alacrity in going to the attack, in which 
the Spaniards were obliged to ſhew them the way, and diſmounting 
ſome of the cavalry, and leaving the reſt in the plain to guard the rear, 
they advanced againſt the place, which they entered, having a number 
wounded in the aſcent, and amongſt others Sandoval himſelf, Bar 5 IM 
the Indians were tardy before, they made up for it now; the. Spaniards 
not having the trouble of putting the enemy to death, it being — : 
faved them by their allies. Indeed our countrymen thought their time 
employed to much better purpoſe i in ſearching for gold. or making. good 
female priſoners, than in cutting to pieces à parcel of poor wretches 
who did not any longer defend themſelves. They — blamed 
the cruelty: of their allies, and ſaved many Indians from them. OGdmara 
ſays that the Spaniards ſuffered thirſt here breauſe the water Was nat to 
be drank, on account: of the quantity, of blood with Whieh it was diſ- 
coloured; the fact is, that many of the wounded Mexigang did come 
from the rocks and rid ges down to the water in making their eſcape, | 
and it was diſcoloured the length of time that it would- take to ay. an 


Ave Maria, but as;to our people ſuffering thirſt on that accoumt, that 
muſt be untrue, for there were ſeveral fountains of the fineſt wer, in: 
the town. | 


Te 


- After this ſucceſs Sandoval 8 to 3 * 5 . of 
flaves and confiderable ſpoils. Guatimotzin the reigning prince of Mex» 
ico was enraged when he heard of the hoſtilities committed againſt him 
by his own people of Chalco, and determined to inflict immediate pu- 
niſhment. He now ſent acroſs the lake twenty thouſand: of his warti- 

/ ors n two thouſand canoes, to waſte the provinee with fire and ſword, 
ſo that at the very moment when the brave Sandoval had arrived at heail 
quarters, and before he could make the report of his expedition to the 

general, there arrived expreſſes from Chalco ſtating their being in a more 
deſperate ſituation than ever. This put Cortes in a violent paſſion with 
Sandoval, 


1 


Sandoval, thinking that he had been the cauſe of this misfortune; and 
thus, without hearing him out, when he came to wait upon him, he 
commanded his inſtant return. This gave Sandoval pain, thinking that 
he was unworthily treated by Cortes. However he was obliged to re- 
turn to Chalco. On his arrival he found the buſineſs entirely over, 
for the people of that province had ſummoned their allies, and repulſed 
the Mexicans, ſo that our countrymen returned with the priſoners to 
head quarters. Cortes was delighted when he heard the event, but San- 
doval would not ſpeak to him. The general made every apology, and 
proteſted that the whole was owing to a miſtake, however, it is unne- 
ceſſary to ſay any more upon the ſubject, as they ſhortly after became as 
good friends as ever. 


At this time, according to a general proclamation, the Indian ſlaves 
were brought together in order to be marked. The reader is alrcady 
acquainted with the tranſactions at Tepeaca. It was if poſſible worſe 
now at Tezcuco. Firſt there was a fifth for his Majeſty, then another 
fifth for Cortes, and then the ſhares of the captains. What was worſt, 
moſt of the good female ſlaves had diſappeared during the night! it had 
been promiſed that they ſhould be rated, and the proprietor charged ac- 
cording to the value; but the royal officers or commiſſaries valued them 
as they thought proper, ſo that the poor ſoldier fell from bad to worſe. 
The conſequence of this was, that in future, to avoid loſing them thus, 
the ſoldiers concealed their ſlaves or paſſed them as ſervants and not pri- 
ſoners of war, and thoſe who were in favor with Cortes brought them 
to be marked privately and paid the value to him. Thoſe ſlaves who 
fell to the lot of ſuch maſters as treated them ill, or had the name of do- 
ing ſo, immediately deſerted and were no more to be found; but the 
owners always remained debtors for ſo much upon their value in his 
Majeſty's books, ſo that many were in debt more than their ſhare of 

priſage of gold could pay off. 


At this time arrived a ſhip, with arms and gunpowder, from Old 
Caſtille, in which came Julian de Alderete treaſurer for the crown; he 
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was n Tordeſillas, as was alſo Onduns the elder, who, after the con- 
queſt, brought over five daughters whom he married very honorably. 
A brother of the order of St. Francis alſo came; he was named F ra Pe- 
dro Malgarejo de Urrea. He brought with him a number of bulls of 

our lord St. Peter, in order to compoſe our conſciences if we had any 
thing to lay to our charge on account of the wars. The reverend father 
made a fortune in a few months, and returned to Caſtille. Anthonio 
Carajaval who now lives in Mexico, though very old, Geronymo Ru- 
iz de la Mora, one Briones, who was about four years afterwards hang- _ 

ed in Guatimala for ſedition, Alonzo Diaz de la Reguera now living in 
Valladolid, and many others came by this veſſel. We now learned that 
the Biſhop of Burgos had. no longer any power, his Majeſty having 
been diſpleaſed with his conduct ever ſince he knew of our eminent ſer- 
vices. Another meſſage arrived at this moment from Chalco for aſſiſ- 

tance againſt the Mexicans, upon which Cortes gave his promiſe that 
he would immediately march thither, alt hou gh the brigantines were 


now ready to launch, and the ſoldiers were anxious to begin the lege 
of Mexico, | 


| FE leaving the town of Tezcuco to the care 1 Sandoval, ſet 
out after maſs, upon his expedition, to clear the diſtrict of Chalco, and 
reconnoitre the country adjacent to the lake, on friday the fifth of April, 
one thouſand five hundred and twenty one, at the head of three hundred 
infantry, twenty croſsbow-men and fifteen muſqueteers included, and thir- 
ty cavalry, with a large body of the auxiliaries of Tezcuco and Tlaſcala. 
The general was accompanied by the treaſu urer Alderete, Fray Ped ro 
Melgarejo, the captains Alvarado, De Oli, and Tapia, and in this ex- 
pedition I alſo went. The firſt night we halted at Talmanalco, and on 
the next day reached Chalco, whither Cortes ſummoned all the chiefs, 
and informed them of his intention immediately to attack Mexico, re- 
- quiring their aſſiſtance, which they moſt readily promiſed. On the 
next day, Cortes continuing his march, arrived at the town of Chimal- 
acoan, in the ſame province, where above twenty thouſand warriors 
had aſſembled to meet us. From the time of my firſt arrival in this 


country, 
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country, I never had ſeen fo many of our alice" in one body. They were 
thoſe of Chalco, Guaxocingo, Tlaſcala, Tezcuco, and other places, | {. 
and they certainly were attracted by the hope of ſpoil, and a voracious * 
appetite for human' fleſh, juſt as the ſcald crows and other birds of prey 


follow our armies in muy, in order to feed on the dead 7 after 1 
ee W . : 


We here received intelli gence, that the ie Mex: ican forces and their al- 
lies of that neighbourhood, were ready and in the field. Cortes there- 
fore warned us to be alert, and early the next morning after maſs, as we 
proceeded on our march, our route being between two ridges of rocks 

the ſummits of which were fortified and garriſoned, the enemy endea- 
vored by outcries and reproaches to draw us to an attack; but we purſu- 
ed our march, by a large town named Guaztepeque, which we found 
abandoned, and paſſing through, we arrived at a plain where were ſome 
very ſcanty fountains of water, and hard by was a great rock with a for- 
treſs on the ſummit. We obſerved it to be filled with troops, who ſa- 
luted us on our approach with ſhouts, ſhowers of ſtones, and arrows, 
by the firſt diſcharge of which they wounded three of our ſoldiers. Cor- 
tes then ordered us to halt, and obſerving that the Mexicans ſeemed to 
deſpiſe us for not attacking them, he ſent a party of cavalry to examine 
the rock. On their return they told the general, that no part ſeemed to 
them ſo acceſſible as that where we then were. Cortes then ordered us 
to aſcend, Enſign Chriſtoval del Corral with the colours leading us, and 
Cortes wi the cavalry remaining in the plain to Mee the rear. 

When we began to fad ch mountain, the Indians threw down 

large maſſes of rock, and it was dreadful to ſee them roll among us, and 
a wonder how any of us eſcaped, as they bounded over us. The order 
was a very inconſiderate one, and very unlike a wiſe captain. One ſol- 
dier though he wore a helmet was killed at my foot; he never uttered a 
word; his name was Martin Valenciano. As we continued to aſcend, 
the ſtones ſtill came rolling down upon us, and two more ſoldiers, one 


named | Gaſpar Sanches, nephew to the treaſurer of Cuba, and the other 
Mm 2 named 
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a wad Bravo, were the next who loſt their lives, and immediately after, 
15 f Alonzo Rodriguez was killed, and two more knocked down. Moſt of 
the reſt received wounds, but ſtill we aſcended. I was at that time an 
active young man, and followed cloſe to our enſign, taking advantage 
af the concavities that we found from time to time in the rock. Corral 
was wounded in the head, his face covered with blood, and the colours 
tattered to pieces. Oh ſignor Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo” ſaid he to me, 
here is no advancing; remain under cover, for it is as much as I can 
do to keep my hold, and preſerve myſelf from. falling,” Looking 
| downward Lat this time perceived Pedro Barba captain of the ctoſsbow- 
men, with two ſoldiers, climbing up as we had done under the cover 
of the projections i in the face of the rock. I called to him not to ad- 
vance, for that it was impoſſible to climb much faxther. He replied 
in lofty terms, that I ſhould deſiſt from talking, and proceed on, I 
was a little piqued at this, and exerting my utmoſt activity, mounted to. 
a conſiderable diſtance higher, telling him I ſhould ſee how he would 
do. At this moment a ſhower of large rocks came down, and cruſhed 
one of the ſoldiers who were with Barba to death; after having ſeen 
which he did not ſtir a ſtep. Corral called out to thoſe below deſiring | 
them to report to the general the impoſſibility of proceeding, and that 
cyen the deſcent was full of danger. When Cortes was informed of this, 
for he could not ſee us on account of the inequalities of the rocks, and 
underſtood that moſt of us were wounded and many killed, a circum- 
ſtance which he could the readier believe from having had three of the 
cavalry killed on the plain by the rolling down of the maſſes of rocks, 


ſeven alſo being wounded in the ſame manner, he gave ſignals for us to 


deſcend, which we accordingly did, in a very bloody and bruiſed con- 
dition, leaving eight of OV dead. 


Bodies of the Mexicans were watching us during this time, con- 
cealed in different places, in order to fall upon us when we were enga- 
ged in the attack, for it was a concerted plan. They now ſhewed 
themſelves, and advanced againſt us; we attacked them in the plain and 
' drove them to ſome other ridges of rocks, and advancing through nar- 


OW 
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ro-. n like roads between them, we found another very ſtrong for- 
treſs ſimilar to that we had juſt been repulſed from. We now deſiſted 
for the preſent, and returned to our former poſition, in order to procure 
water, the men and horſes not having drank during the whole day. 
We found ſome ſprings at the foot of the rock, but the numbers of the 


enemy had drained them, and left nothing but mud. We then pro- 
ceeded to the other fortreſs which we had obſerved; there was a diſ- 

tance of about a league and a half between the two. Here, in a grove 
of mulberry trees we found a fountain, but very ſcanty of water, and 
under theſe trees we halted for ſome time. At the foot of the rock 
whereon the fort was, ſtood a ſmall village. The people above began 
at our approach to ſhoot at us, and appeared in much more conſiderable 
numbers than in the former place, and their ſituation was ſuch that no 
ſhot from us could take effect upon them. For ſome diſtance from the 
level ground, there was an appearance of paths up the rock, but it al- 
N her On extreme di een ; 
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Os the ating a we SIE our a 8 climbing the 
es flowly and with great fatigue, nor could we have ever aſcend- 
ed to the works, for they were wounding and deſtroying us by rolling 
down maſſes of rock on our heads, but that fortunately for us there was 
within ſhot of the poſt another rock which commanded it, and to this 
all our fire arms and croſsbow-men were detached ; and although they | | 
were rather too far off to have much effect, yet having killed ſeveral of . 
the enemy over their ramparts, it threw them off their defence, and they 
offered to ſubmit, Cortes called for five of their chiefs to deſcend, and 
reprehending them for having been the aggreſſors, he told them that he 
would pardon them on condition that they induced thoſe who were in 
the other fortreſs to give themſelves up, which they undertook to do. 
Cortes then ordered the two captains Juan Xaramillo and Pedro de Ircio, . 
and the enſign, Corral, to aſcend to the fort which had been ſurrendered, | 
bidding me accompany them, and he at the ſame time warned us not to 
touch a ſingle grain of maiz. This expreſſion I conſidered as implying 
that we ſhould do tee, what good we had in our power. We 
z | | found 
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found it to conſiſt of an extenſive plain on the fi ummit of a 


lar rock; the entrance was by an aperture not much larger than twice 
the ſize of the mouth of an oven. It was completely filled with men, 
women, and children, but they had not a ſingle drop of water, and about 
twenty of their warriors were killed, and many wounded. Their pro- 


perty was all packed up in bales, and here was alſo a conſiderable tri- 


bute, collected in order to be ſent to Mexico. I had brought four of 
my Indian ſervants with me, and began to load them; and alſo four of 


the natives; upon which Captain De Ircio came and told me to lay down 


the packs immediately, or he would report me to the general, aſking if 


I had not heard his orders not to touch a grain of maize. I replied that 
I had heard the orders that the maize ſhould not be taken, and that was 
the reaſon why I took the packages; but he would not ſuffer any of it 
to go, and on our return reported me to Cortes, expecting that I ſhould 
receive blame; but Cortes was not ſo diſpoſed, ſaying on the contrary, 
that he was ſorry I had not got the ſpoil, and that the dogs ſhould keep 


their property, and laugh at us, after all the miſchief which they had 


done. De Ircio on this wiſhed to return thither; but Cortes told him 
that the time did not then admit of it. By this, the chiefs had arrived 
from the firſt fortreſs, the garriſon of which agreed to ſubmit, and we 
returned, being compelled by want of water, to the town of Guaztepe- 


que, where was the noble garden I have before mentioned. In this 


garden our whole force lodged for the night; I certainly never had ſeen 
one of ſuch magnificence, and Cortes and the treaſurer Alderete, after 


they had walked through and examined it, declared that it was admira- | 


ble, and n to any that 805 had ever n in Caſtile. N 


On the enſuing day hs marched for 8 The a | 
who were in that town came out and attacked us, but we defeated and 


drove them to a town named Tepuztlan, which we took by ſurpriſe, 


making a great booty of Indian women, and other ſpoils. Cortes ſum- 
moned the chiefs three or four times, to ſubmit, and on their refuſal to 
come in, and in order to ſtrike terror into others, ſet fire to about one 
half of the houſes. At this time the chiefs of a diſtrict named Yauh- 


tepeque 


(am) 


tepeque came to wait on Cortes and make their Weh e On the 
next day we arrived at the large town of Cuernabaca, or Coadlavaca, in 
a very ſtrong ſituation, on account of a deep ravine cauſed by a rivulet 
which runs at the depth of at leaſt forty feet, although there is not 
much water, and which precluded all acceſs to the town except by two 
bridges, which the inhabitants had broken upon our approach. Cortes 
however being informed that about half a league higher up was a 
paſſage practicable for the cavalry, went thither with them, - and 


— 


we all ſearched for paſſes, and at length diſcovered a very dangerous 


one, over ſome trees which hung acroſs from the two oppoſite ſides of 
the ravine. About thirty of us, and many Tlaſcalans, made our way 


over, by the help of thoſe trees, with great difficulty, three fell into the 


water, and one broke his leg. It was indeed a truly frightful attempt; 
I. for a time entirely loſt my ſight, from the depth and danger. We 
who got over, falling on the flank and rear of the enemy unexpectedly, 
and being juſt then joined by part of our cavalry who had croſſed a 
bridge which was not entirely deſtroyed, now drove the enemy from 
this poſt, to the neighbouring woods and rocks. In the town we found 


conſiderable property, and here we were again lod ged in a large garden, 


belonging to the lord of the diſtrict. A deputation of twenty of the 
principal Indians waited on Cortes, apologizing for the hoſtilities com- 

mitted, the blame of which they threw on the Mexicans, offering to 
ſubmit themſelves and obſerving, as I eee. that their 8 had 
been n by ours to Sh * | 


Sachimilecd, the object of our +, is a large city on the freſh 


water lake, in which moſt of the houſes are built. As it was late when 
we ſet out from Coadlavaca, and the weather exceſſively ſultry, our troops 


ſuffered dreadfully from the want of water, not a drop whereof was to 


be met with on our route. Our allies fainted on the road in numbers; 


one of them died, and alſo one of our ſoldiers. Cortes ſeeing the diſ- 


treſſes of the army, halted under ſome pine trees, and ſent a party for- 
ward to ſeek for relief. When I ſaw them about to ſet off, my friend 
Chriſtoval de Oli being one of them, I brought three of my Indian ſer- 


vants. 
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vants with me, and followed the party, which they obliegt 


halted in order to make me return, but I was reſolved, and De Oli at 

laſt aſſented, telling me I muſt expect to fight my way. About half a 

league in front were fome villages on the fide of a ridge. The cavalry” | 
went thither and found water in the houſes, and one of my ſervants: 
brought me from thence a large jar, which they uſe in that country, full 
of water. I then determined to return, for the inhabitants of the village 
had begun to take the alarm. I found Cortes juſt ſetting forward ori 
his march, and gave him and the captains a hearty draught each out of 
the jar, which my ſervants carried very well concealed, for thirſt con- 
ſiders itſelf before any one. We arrived at the villages and found water, 
| though not much; the ſun was. then near ſetting, and our cavalry came 
in and reported that the whole country was in movement againſt us; we 
therefore halted here. I was on the night guard, and recolle& that it 
was very windy and rainy. * Several of our ſoldiers were taken ill with 
inflamations in the mouth and ates from _ a e of ET: or 
nnn to quench their thirſ . > Far 


' Farly the next morning we purſued our route, Fon thous r 
_ o'clock arrived at Suchimileco. I can give no idea of the number of the 
enemies troops which were gathered here, they were in ſuch vaſt bodies. 
They had broken down the bridge which was in front, and fortified 
themſelves with parapets and palliſades; their leaders were armed with 
{words which they had taken from us in the fatal night of Mexico, and 
which they had poliſhed and made very bright. The attack laſted for 
half an hour at the bridge. Some of our pRoges paſled the water by 
ſwimming, and ſome loſt their lives in it. What was. worſt, ſeveral 
bodies fell on our flanks and rear. When our cavalry had got on firm 
ground, with the loſs of two more of our ſoldiers killed, we drove them. 
before us, but a reinforcement of at leaft ten thouſand Mexicans juſt then 
arrived, and received the charge of our cavalry, four of whom they 
wounded. Here the good cheſnut horſe which our Cortes rode tired 
under him amongſt a croud of the enemy, who pulled or knocked the 
general down, with the intention of — him alive; more crouds now 


gathered 
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bins aböuk him; and were meins kim off, but a body of our 
Tlaſcalan allies headed by the brave Chriſtoval de Olea came'to; His bel 
cue, and remounted him, though he was ſeverely wounded in the head. 
Olea alſo recehv64 | Ry a ane ene from the fwords of the 
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DA his wines "of elt town were full of 1 Mexican troops, we 
were obliged to divide into bodies and fight ſeparately; but thoſe who 
were neareſt, ' knowing by the outcry and noiſe that it was very ſerious 
in that part where Cortes commanded, hurried thither, and found him 


with about fiſteen of the cavalry in a very ernbarraſſed ſituation, among 


the canals and parapets. We then forced the enemy to give ground, 


and brought off our Cortes and Olea. On firſt paſſing the bridge, 
Cortes had ordered thè cavalry in two diviſions, to clear our flanks. 


At this time they returned to us, every one of them wounded, and re- 
me that hy numbers v were e ſuch that their efforts \ were unavalling. 


Fes 11 1 9 N 5 + \ * * 


a ſhort time after, ſuch a volley of arrows came among us that very few 
| eſcaped unhurt. We now, together with the cavalry, ſallied out among 
the enemy, Land uſed our ſwords to ſuch effect that they left a conſide- 
rable number behind them on the ground; our loſs being, one man and 
two horſes killed. Having now a little breathing time, for the enemy 


deſiſted from their attempt to ſtorm our poſt, Cortes brought his troops 


to the large encloſures where were the temples of the Indians, and ſame 
of our party going to the top, which commanded Mexico and the whole 
lake, perceived above two thouſand canoes coming from the city againſt 
us full of troops. A body of ten thouſand men alſo marched on the 


land fide, to attack us on that ni ight, and another body of ten thouſand 


was in readineſs as a relief. All this we learned from five of the chiefs 
whom we made priſoners. We poſted ſtrong guards at thoſe places 


where the enemy were to diſembark, the cavalry were in readineſs to 


act upon the roads and firm ground, and conſtant patroles were kept 
Nn going 


We wete in an added court, Gelting our wounds with burnt 
oil, and tearing cloth to bind them, when the cavalry came in; and in 


. 
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| 1 x going. during the night. 1 and ten more ſoldiers were aſe as a Sag 
Arona wall of lime and fone, Which commanded one of the landing 
8 pPlaces. While we were on the watch, we heard a noiſe which we knew 
to be occaſioned by the approach of a party of the enemy. We wers 
. prepared, and beat them off, ſending one of our ſoldiers to make a re- 
; | port to Cortes. The enemy returned in a very ſhort time, and attack- 
ing ur amin, Wadde Wo) of, our Parv. and they lect off to 


canal. The ie was very dart, and as ao ph are not e 
ed to fight during that ſeaſon, it appeared that their two armies fell intq 


confuſion, and contrary to the orders they e To ned in PG 
85 eng at et fifteen thoulang n us i 


* 


v * A ' 
4 — 


[ muſt 1 now ſpeak of e not meaning it | however i in > the way, 
of boaſt. When our report reached Cortes, he came to us with ten of 
the cavalry, and as he approached without. ſpeaking, I challenged, 
<« who goes there?” and getting no anſwer, I and my comrade, one 
| Gonzalo Sanchez a Portugueſe of Algarve, ſent three or four ſhots at 
them. Cortes knowing our voices obſerved to thoſe with him, that 

this poſt required no viſiting, for we, were two of his veterans. He 

1 1 then remarked to us that our ſtation was a dangerous one, and turning 
| about without ſaying any. more, he continued his rounds. I afterwards 


heard that one of Narvaez 8 ſoldiers was Roe for negligence on eis 
d „F 


— 


Our powder being all tad Cones ordered 1 us to prepare a 

good ſtore of arrows, which we were employed during the night ir 
heading and feathering, under the directions of Pedro Barba the captain 
.of the croſsbow-men. At day break the enemy attacked us, but with- 
out much ſucceſs; for we killed ſeveral of their leaders, and. took. many 
of them priſoners, with the loſs of but one Spaniard killed. Our ca- 
valry who had advanced, fell in with the Mexicans, and not being 
ſtrong enough to attack them, ſent back for aſſiſtance; on which the 
whole of our force ſallied out. We charged and defeated the enemy: 


and 
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and cls ſeveral priſoners, who informed us of the plan of cht Mexi: 


catis to wear us out by inceſſant attacks We therefore determined to 
quit that place on the enſuing day. In the interim, our troops and 
allies having intelligence of the wealth which was in the town, got 
ſome of the priſoners to point out to them the houſes that contained it, 

the approach to which was by a cauſeway with ſmall bridges over the 
canals, for they ſtood on the freſh water lake. From theſe they return- 
ed loaded with cotton cloths and other valuables, and this example in- 


duced others to follow it. Unfortunately, while thus employed, a body 


of Mexicans in canoes came upon them, and wounding many, ſeized 
four ſoldiers of the company of Captain De Monjaraz, alive, and hur- 
rying them into their veſſels, carried them to Mexico in triumph. From 
theſe men Guatimotzin the King of Mexico was informed of the ſmall- 
neſs of our numbers, and our great loſs in killed and wounded. After 


having queſtioned/them as much as he thou ght proper, he commanded 
their hands and feet to be cut off, and in this lamentable condition ſent 


them through many diſtricts of the neighbourhood, as a ſample of what 
he expected to do by us all, and after having thus exhibited them 
through the country they were put to death. The enſuing morning 
afforded opportunity for freſh attacks upon us, as had been regularly 
the cafe for the tg ee Gael which we ſtaid in Suchimelco. 


— 


OM, 


Feeriöds to our march, Cortes drew his troops to an open place 4 


little out of the town, where the market was held. Here he formed us, 


and then made a ſpeech, wherein he dwelt upon the dangers we had to 
go through in our retreat, and the great bodies of the enemy that waited 


us on the road; for which reaſon, he ſtrongly inſiſted on the neceſſity 


of leaving all the luggage behind; but we replied that we were men 
able to defend our properties, our perſons, and his its; and that it 


would be very paltry in us to abandon what we had acquired, When 


he faw our determination, he put us in order for the march, the bag- 
gage in the center, and the cavalry forming the advanced and rear guard ; 


and it was protected allo by our croſsbow-men, for as to our muſquetry | 


it was uſcleſs from want of powder. The enemy attacked us upon our 
Nn 2 | retreat, 
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retreat, purſuing u. us as ws as Cuyocan. There were in this neighbour- - 
hood cluſters of towns, each of conſiderable magnitude, built in the 


| water, at the diſtance of two leagues from Mexico, and about a league 


and an half from each other. They amounted to above ten in number. 


It was the inhabitants of all thoſe who had joined together at this time 


to attack us; their names were Suchimelco, Cuyoacan, Chohuilobuſco, 


4 ztapalapa, Coadlavaca, Meſquique, and others. We halted for two 
days at Cuyoacan, which we found abandoned, attending the wounded, L 


and making arrows for our croſsbows. .. On the third morning we 


ſet out upon our march for Tacuba, and were attacked as uſual, but 


our cavalry drove the enemy to their ditches and canals. 


Cortes 5 this Co FW to — an 8 * accordingly 


ſet out with ten of the cavalry and four ſervants. He ſoon fell in with 


a party of Mexicans who fled before him, and imprudently , preſſing 
them too far, a large body of their warriors ſtarted out upon him, and 
in their firſt attack wounded all the horſes, and getting two of the at- 
tendants of Cortes 1 in their hands, carried them to Mexico to be ſacrifi- 
ced, the reſt having a moſt narrow eſcape. Our main body reached the 
head quarters at Tacuba with the baggage in ſafety, and not hearing 

any thing of Cortes or his party of cavalry, we ſuſpected ſome misfor- 


tune. Alvarado, De Oli, Tapia, I, and ſome more therefore went in 


ſearch of him, towards that part whither we ſaw them go, and we 
ſoon met two of his ſervants, who informed us of what had happen- 


ed. In a ſhort time Cortes came up to us; he was very fad, and 
weeping. x 


When we e at Our ns: at e it as heavily, and 
we remained under it for two hours in ſome large encloſed courts, The 
general, with his captains, the treaſurer, our reverend father, and ma- 


ny others of us, mounted to the top of the temple which commanded 
all the lake, and afforded a moſt ſurpriſing and pleaſing ſpectacle, from 


the multitude of cities riſing as it were out of the water, and the innu- 


merable quantity of boats employed in fiſhing, or rapidly paſſing to and 


fro. 


6277 ry 


: fro. All 6 of us agreed. in giving glory to God, for making us the in- 
ſtruments of rendering ſuch ſervices: the reverend father alſo conſoled 
Cortes, who was very ſad on account of his late loſs. When we con- 
templated the ſcenes of what had happened to us in Mexico, and which 
Ve could well trace from where we ſtood, it made Cortes much more 
fad than before. It was on this that the ramance was written which 
begins, 


1 9 Tacuba was Contes, with many a gallant chief, 
4+ 1/884 He en upon his loſſes, and bowed his head with grief. 


Ons of our ſoldiers, the beckalos Aa Perez, who was aherwinds 
fiſcal near Mexico, in order to conſole him, obſerved, that thoſe things 


were the common fortune of war, and that they could not at preſent 
compare him to Nero viewing Rome on fire. Cortes anſwered that he 


was only ſad from the reflection of the dangers. and fatigues that we 


ſhould have to go through, but that he would ſhortly put his hand to 


the buſineſs. Our captains and ſoldiers now conſulted, whether it would 
not be eligible to take a view of the cauſeway, but it was thought not 
prudent, and we. continued our march by Eſcapuzalco, which was 
abandoned, to Tenayuca, where, in the great temple, they worſhipped 
three ſerpents. From this place, which was alſo abandoned, we pro- 
ceeded to Guatitlan, and during the whole days march it never ceaſed. 
raining ; whereby, together with the weight of our arms, we came in 
dreadfully fatigued. | 


The enemy gave us ſome alarms in the night, during which it 


rained heavily, no watch being kept by us on account of the ſeverity of 


the weather, as I can teſtify, my poſt not having been viſited either by 
rounds or corporal. Marching through four or five towns which were 
abandoned, by a road deep in mud, we arrived in two days more at 
Aculman in the diſtrict of Tezcuco, where we found that a reinforce- 
ment to our army had newly arrived from Caſtille. On the next day 

— We 
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we ae to Tezcuco, and a arrived fatigued, worn. out, and d dim 
niſhed'1 in numbers. . | 


j | A ptifplitey e che life of Cortes was at che t time e ede by: - 
8 aan adherent of the governor of Cuba, one Anthonio de Villafana, na- 
7 tive of Zamora or of Toro, and ſome of the other ſoldiers of Narvaez, 
wuhoſe names I will not mention. The aſſaſſination was to have been 
7 executed in the following manner. A veſſel having lately arrived from 
HE Caſtile, a letter was to be brought to the general, as from his father, 
and as if it had come by that opportunity; which letter was to be de- 
livered as he ſat at table with his officers and ſoldiers, and when he had 
opened, and was in the act of reading it, the conſpirators were to fall 
on and aſſaſſinate him with their poinards, together with all of. us who | 
were in his company. When every thing was arranged, the conſpira- 
tors communicated their intentions to two principal perſons whom I will 
not name, but who had been on the expedition with us, one of whom 
on the death of Cortes they meant to have appointed captain general. 
The offices of al guazil major, enſign, alcaldes, regidor, contador, 
treaſurer, veedor, and others of this kind were to have been filled up 
= from among the ſoldiers of Narvaez, and they had divided amongſt | 
them our properties and horſes. The buſineſs was diſcovered two days 
after our arrival at Tezcuco, by God's mercy, who did not chuſe that; 
New Spain ſhould have been ſo loft; for if we had been po to death. 
all would have fallen into confuſion and faction. : 

It ſeems a faithful ſoldier made the diſcovery to Cortes, who' im- 
mediately took proper ſteps to prevent the miſchief from ſpreading, for 
he underſtood it to be conducted by perſons of quality. As ſoon as it 
was made clear to him, he gave large rewards for the information. 

He then communicated it to all our captains, namely, alvarado, De 
Lugo, De Oli, Sandoval, and Tapia, alſo to me, and to the two Al- 
caldes of that year, Luis Marin, and Pedro de Ircio; in ſhort to all of 
his party. As ſoon as we knew of it we prepared ourſelves, and attend- 

ed Cortes to the quarters of Villafana, where we found him and many 
others 


ca) 


* of the conſpirators. | The four sd ſeized Villafana; the 
others attempted to eſcape by fli ght, but Cortes ordered them to be de- 


tained, and ſome of them he committed to priſon. Cortes then took | 


from the boſom of Villafana a paper, with the ſignatures of thoſe who 


were concerned with him, in conſideration for whom however, he cau- 


fed the report to be circulated, that it had been ſwallowed by Villafana, 

without his having ſeen it. He was immediately put upon his trial, but 
voluntarily made a eonfeſfion, according to which, and to the teſtimony 
of many witneſſes, he was condemned by his judges, the two alcaldes, 
conjointly with Cortes, and De Oli who fat by virtue of his office. 
Shortly after his condemnation, having confeſſed himfelf to the reve- 
rend Father Juan Diaz, he was hanged from a window of the apart- 
os ĩ bin „„ | ; „ 


Of the ſeveral others who were arreſted, no more were proceeded 
againſt ; enough having been done for example and intimidation. Cor- 
tes however to prevent ſuch attempts in future thought it prudent to ap- 
point a guard for his perſon, compoſed of valiant and faithful ſoldiers. 
They were ſelected from thoſe who had been with him from the firſt, 
and were commanded by a gentleman named Anthonio de Quinones. 
Henceforward, although he ſhowed great attention to thoſe who had 
been in the conſpiracy, and treated them in the beſt manner, he took 
care to be on his guard with them. | 
20 this time came out an order for all the priſoners to be brought 
to an appointed place, in order to be marked, Not to take up time with 


repetitions of the ſtory I' will ſum up all in one obſervation which is, that 


if what was ill done the firſt time, was worſe done the ſecond, this 
third was worſt of all; for after the royal fifth had been drawn out, 
Cortes took his own, and then came no leſs than thirty ſucceſſive drafts 
for the captains. Beſides, thoſe handſome and good female priſoners 
which we put in to be marked were ſtolen out of the crowd, and were 
kept concealed until it was no longer inconvenient to produce them, 


The 
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The brigantines were now et and the canal ble to a 
8 | Culfcient width and depth to float them to the lake. Cortes therefore 
| iſued a circular notice to all the diſtricts of our alliance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tezcuco, to ſend him each within the ſpace of the next 
eight days, eight thouſand arrow heads made of copper; alſo an equal 
number of ſhafts, of a particular wood. By the expiration of the given 5 
time the whole number was brought, executed to a degree of perfection 
which exceeded the pattern. Captain P. Barba who commanded the 
croſsbow-men ordered each of his ſoldiers to provide themſelves with 
two cords and nuts, and to prove the range of their bows, for one of 
the laſt ſhips which came from Caſtille had brought out a ſupply of the \ 
materials to make cords, and alſo of p powder. Cortes ordered the caval- 
ry to have their lances well pointed, and to uſe their horſes to daily ex- 
erciſe; and he at this time ſent an expreſs to Xicotenga the elder, other- 
wiſe Don Lorenzo de Vargas, for twenty thouſand of the warriors of - 
his nation, and thoſe of Guaxocingo and Cholula; and he ſent ſimilar 
F notices to Chalco and Talmalaaco, ſummoning them to a general ren- 
| Sos dezvous, on the day after the feaſt of the Holy Ghoſt, at which time 


g Don Hernando our ally of Tezcuco was alſo to n us with all his 
S forces. 5 8 291 895 


On the hs air the feſtival of the Holy « Ghoſt, 8 inſpected 
| his army in the large quadrangles of Tezcuco. They amounted to eigh- 
1 ty four cavalry, ſix hundred and fifty infantry with ſword and buckler 
| b 5 or lances, and one hundred and ninety four muſqueteers and croſ $bow- 
men. Out of this number he took for the ſervice of his fleet twelve of 
LE | the muſqueteers or croſsbow-men, and twelve of the other infantry for 

rowers, under the command of a captain, to each veſſel; he alfo diſtri- 
; | buted twenty cannoniers through the whole fleet, which he armed with 
N what guns fit for this ſervice v we had in our ſtores. 


| | Having thus diſtributed his force, Cortes gave the following or- 
4 ders. Firſt, no perſon to utter any blaſphemy againſt aur Lord Jeſus 
. | Chriſt, the Holy Virgin his mother, the Holy Apoſtles, nor any other 
4 . ä | = 


( 

of the ſaints, under heavy penalties. Second, no ſoldier to ill treat our 
allies in their perſons or properties. Third, no ſoldier to abſent him- 
ſelf from his quarters on any pretence. Fourth, every ſoldier to be ful- 
ly provided with arms offenſive and defenſive. Fifth, no ſoldier to 
ſtake his horſe or arms at gaming. Sixth, no ſoldier to ſleep out of 
armour, or without his weapons beſide him, except in caſe of wounds 
or ſickneſs. Laſtly, penalty of death for ſleeping on, or abſence from 
a centinels poſt, abſence from quarters without FR quittin 8 the ne 
in the field, or 8 in battle. 


| ten a number of our ende had reed as aldi beben chere 
was a great averſeneſs on the preſent occaſion among them to act as 
rowers. The general was therefore obliged to make enquiry, and con- 
ſidering all thoſe who belonged to, or were natives of Palos, Moguer, 
Triano, El Puerto, or any other ſeaport, or who had been known to 
have been employed in fiſhing, as being of the profeſſion, he ordered 
them to the oars, and although many of theſe brought their gentility 
as an objection, he would not hear of it, but enforced his orders; by 
which he obtained one hundred and fifty, who were, as it will appear 
in the ſequel, better ſituated than any of us who had to bear the weight 
and dangers of the field. The crews being embarked, each brigantine 
hoiſted a royal ſtandard, and alſo its peculiar one. The general then 
appointed the captains as follows: Garci Holguin, Pedro Barba, Juan 
de Limpias Carvajal the deaf, Juan Xaremillo, Geronymo Ruiz de la 
Mora, Carvajal his companion who is now very old and lives in the 
ſtreet of St. Francis, one Portillo, a good ſoldier with an handſome 
wife, Zamora, maſter of a ſhip, now living in Guaxaca, Colmenero a 
mariner and brave ſoldier, Lerma, Gines Nortes, Briones native of Sal- 
amanca, another whoſe name I have forgotten, and Miguel diaz de Auz. 
To theſe he gave inſtructions how they were to act, and with what of- 
ficers of the land forces they were to cooperate. 


At this time arrived the army of our allies of Tlaſcala under the 
command of the younger Xicotenga. He brought with him his two 
Oo brothers. 
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brothers. In this army alſo came ſome of the warriors of Cholula, and 
Guaxocinga, but not in any conſiderable number. The alacrity of the 
whole body appeared in their arrival a day previous to that appointed ; 
they advanced in great parade, each chief having a ſtandard with their 
national device, a white ſpread eagle, embroidered upon it. They en- 
tered the town in high ſpirits, ſhouting . Caſtilla! Caſtilla! Tlaſcala 
0 'Tlafcala! live the Emperor!” and it was about three hours from the 


time of the arrival of their advanced party, until the rear had come in. 


Cortes, with many compliments, diſmiſſed them to their quarters, and. 
promiſing to make them all rich on their return to their native country. 
We now heard that the Mexicans had put to death three of our ſoldiers 
who had been left by Pizarro to ſearch for mines, one only, named Bar- 
rientos, eſcaping to Chicanta, where he was n. «eg 


Our general made his diſpoſition * the attack upon the ity of 
Mexico. as follows. 


Pedro de 8 with one hundred and fifty infantry, thirty 
cavalry, eighteen muſqueteers and croſsbow-men, and eight thouſand 


 Tlaſcalans was to take poſt at Tacuba, having to aſſiſt him Jorge de Al- 


varado his brother, Gutierre de Badajos, and Andres de Monjaras, each 
of whom was captain of a company, conſiſting of fifty infantry, and a 
third of the croſsbow - men and muſqueteers, the cavalry being command - 
ed by Alvarado in perſon, To this detachment I was appointed. 


Chriſtoval de Oli, having under him the captains Ak de Tapia, 


| Franciſco! Verdugo, Franciſco de Lugo, thirty cavalry, one hundred 


and feventy five infantry, twenty muſqueteers and croſsbow-men, and 
eight thouſand Indians was to take poſt at Cuyoacan, and Gonzalo de 


Sandoval, with captaing Luis Marin and P. de Ircio, at the head of 


twenty four cavalry, one hundred and fifty infantry, fourteen muſque- 


teers and croſsbow-men, and upwards of eight thouſand Indians was 
to take his poſt at Iztapalapa. The two firſt named diviſions were to 


march by the right, the third in the oppoſite direction. Sandovals 
pare 
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party had alſo orders not to march, until Cortes Sh cormmunded the 
flotilla i in "ww — launch out upon the lake. | 


1 ſe now advert to ancehey affair which happened at this tile: 


The diviſions of the two captains in chief Alvarado and De Oli being 
prepared to ſet out, in order not to be incumbered with our Indian allies 
on the march, we ſent them off one day before us, with orders to halt 


and wait for our arrival when they came upon the Mexican territory. 


The Tlaſcalans purſuing their march, Chichimacatecle remarked the 
abſence of the younger Xicotenga, the commander in chief. On en- 
quiring it was found that he had ſecretly gone away on the preceding 


night to Tlaſcala, there to ſeize and poſſeſs himſelf of the property 


and territory of Chichimacatecle, thinking this a good opportunity, in 
the abſence of that chief and of the other warriors of his nation, and 


fearing no oppoſition ſince the death of Maxicatzin. His diſinclination 


to the expedition had alſo been apparent from the firſt. Chichimacate- 


cle, on diſcovering the deſign againſt him, immediately returned to 


Tezcuco to inform Cortes, who on hearing it diſpatched five of the 
chiefs of Tezcuco and two of Tlaſcala after Xicotenga, with a meſſage 


from him to requeſt his return. His anſwer was, that if Maxicatzin 


and his old father had believed him, they would not be now ridden by 
Cortes in the manner they were, and he abſolutely refuſed to return. 
This anſwer being ſent back to Cortes, he commanded an alguazil at- 
tended by four of the cavalry and five chiefs of Tezcuco, to ſet out im- 
mediately, giving them orders, wherever they found Xicotenga, to 


ſeize and hang him without ceremony. Alvarado interceded ſtrongly 


for him, but ultimately to no purpoſe, for although Cortes appeared to 
liſten to him, the party which arreſted Xicotenga in a town ſubject to 
Tezcuco, there hung him under private orders of Cortes not to let him 
go from them rn. and as aue ſay with the approbation of his 
father. 
1 
This affair detained us one day, and on the next, the two detach- 
ments of Alvarado and De Oli marched by the fame route, and halted 
Oo 2 : for 
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for the night, in a . ſubject to Tezcueo named Aculma. Here a 


diſagreeable affair had like to have taken place. It appeared that De 
Oli had ſent forward to take quarters, and had appropriated every houſe 


in the town to his own company, marking them by putting green 
branches on the terraces, fo that when Alvarado's detachment arrived, 


we had not a place to lodge in. Our ſoldiers immediately ſtood to their 
arms to fight thoſe of De Oli, and the two captains had already chal- 
lenged each other, but ſeveral of the more moderate officers interfering, 
they were pacified for the preſent. An expreſs was immediately ſent to 
Cortes, who wrote to every one of any influence amongſt our detachments, 
condemning the ſteps which had been taken, and earneſtly recommend- 


ing a reconciliation. After this Alvarado and De Oli never were ne 


* 


We continued our reh for two pag more, by. Mexican: cities 
which were abandoned, the laſt of which was Guatitlan ; and on the 


third, paſſing the towns of Tenayuca and Eſcapuzalco where we found 


our allies * waiting for us, we Pe to Tacuba. 


The enemy gave notice by their noiſes that thaw were lions. us in 
great numbers, and our two detachments, it was ſettled, ſhould on the 
enſuing day go to cut the aqueduct of Chapultepeque. At the time ap- 
pointed, we ſet out with our allies, and though the enemy attacked us 
in our march, we ſucceeded, deſtroying the pipes, ſo that from that day, 
no more freſh water came to Mexico. It was. now determined to try 
our fortune againſt the city, and ſee if we could not at leaſt get poſſeſſion 
of a bridge upon the cauſeway of Tacuba. When we arrived there, the 
immenſe number of boats, and of their troops on the land, was a ſub- 
ject of aſtoniſhment. By the firſt volley of their arrows they killed three 


and wounded thirty of our ſoldiers; nevertheleſs we advanced to the 


bridge, the enemy, as it were by. ſtratagem, receding, and now we were | 


upon a cauſeway twenty feet wide, expoſed as a butt to the arrows of 
thoſe on the water on both our flanks. Our muſquetry and croſsbows 
had no effect whatever on their canoes they were ſo well protected; as 


;@ 


7 — 


* The whole number of whom amounted to ſeventy thouſand. 
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to the cavalry their bert were all wounded, and if leh purſued the 

enemy a little diſtance on the cauſeway, they were ſtopped by the para- 
pets which they had built acroſs it, and which they defended with long 
lances; and when our infantry advanced againſt them in front, the ene- 
my threw themſelves into the water. Thus we were fighting them for 
_ upwards of an hour, their numbers increaſing from every part of the 
lake, and our allies only encumbering the cauſeway. Being utterly 
unable to reſiſt the enemy who were on the water we determined to re- 


tire, which we did, leaving eight dead and 2 above any GG 
the e n us __ ens 


on che enſuing hw: Captain De Oli . with nis dk. 
ment for Cuyoacan; he talked in terms of diſapprobation of the pre- 
ceding expedition, laying the blame on the raſhneſs of Alvarado. We 


all were ſolicitous that the two captains ſhould remain together, and cer- 


tainly their ſeparation was very imprudent, for had the enemy known 
the ſmallneſs of our number, they would have fallen on and deſtroyed 
either detachment, during the four or five days that we were ſeparated, 
and before the arrival of Cortes with the flotilla, In theſe two poſi- 
tions our detachments remained for the above period, without ventur- 
ing to pay another viſit to the Mexican cauſeways. During this time 


the enemy frequently ſent bodies of their troops to the main land, and 


annoyed us with attacks in our quarters. 


8 th kid FEAT WIR left Tezcuco on the lanh day after 
the feaſt of Corpus Chriſti, and marching through a friendly country, 


arrived in front of the town of Iztapalapa. On his arrival he immedi- 


ately attacked the enemy in that place, and burned many of the houſes 
which were built on the firm ground; but freſh bodies of Mexicans 
came both by land and water to their relief, and while thus occupied, 


our troops obſerved a ſmoke to riſe from the top of a hill above the town, | 


which was anſwered in the ſame manner at other points round the lake, 
and this we found to be a ſignal for the information of the enemy, that 
our flotilla was launched; a circumſtance which occaſioned them to 
relax 
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AP in their hoſtilities againſt Sandoval. He now remained unmoleſt- 
ed in his inſulated ſituation, in a part of the town of Iztapalapa, n 
which and Cuyoacan there were no means of communication but by a 


cauſeway which croſſes the lake, and the paige of which was nen 
ee in the face of the W e f 


G when he btoupht his fotilla upon Kale lake, firſt went to 
attack a rock which forms a ſmall ĩſland juft-by Mexico, and on which 
many of the natives as well of that neighbourhood as of other parts had 
taken refuge. As ſoon as the enemy diſcovered his intention, their 
whole force from every part of the lake proceeded againſt him. When 
our general perceived the immenſe number of large boats full of fight- 
ing men, for it exceeded four thoufand, he drew his: flotilla into an 
open part of the lake, and ordered his captains to wait patiently for a 
breeze of wind which was juſt then begining to ſpring up. The ene- 
my thinking this was owing to fear, began to cloſe round him with 
great triumph, and juſt at this moment the wind riſing in his favor, 
the whole fleet ſet fail, plying their oars at the ſame time; bearing down 
upon the Mexican canoes in this manner, they ſunk a number of them, 
and compelled the reſt to { taks er! in the receſſes on me ſides oc the 


lake. 


After this Cortes ſailed for Cuyoacan. Here he had another at- 
tack by the Mexicans, who aſſailed his veſſels from the temples on the- 
land, as well as with their canoes; but he brought four guns to bear 
upon them, and did confiderahle execution; although, by ſome mif- 
management of the: gunners, Ms powder magazine blew up, wounding 
many of his people. This misfortune obliged him to detach his light- 


_ eſt veſſel to Sandoval for a ſupply. At Cuyoacan he remained with the 
flotilla for two days, and here I will leave him to relate what paſſed in 


the detachment of Alvarado. When we perceived that the flotilla was 
upon the lake, we marched out upon the cauſeway as far as the bridge, 
where we paſſed our time in a repetition of engagements with the ene- 


my, but to little effect, farther than repairing. the paſſes in our rear as 
| we 


% 
ve advanced, nor did we now ſuffer the cavalry to come to the cauſe- 


* 


— had an chat i in his * poſition he could not ſuffi- 
ha vr annoy the enemy, who were eſtabliſhed in the houſes. built in 
the water; he therefore advanced by a cauſeway to a place which com- 
manded them better. This being perceived from Mexico, a large de- 
tachment was ſent in canoes, with directions to cut the cauſeway behind 
our troops. Cortes obſerving this ſet fail with his veſſels for their re- 
lief, ordering De Oli to go thither with a body of troops by the cauſe- 
way. Having relieved Sandoval, the general ordered this detachment 
to a place named Tepeaquilla, where is now built the church of Nueſtra 
Senora de Guadelupe, in which oy wonderful miracles have been, 
and aue, g 


As it was impoſſible for our FIREM to advance upon the canſeways 
without their flanks being ſecured on the water, the flotilla was form- 
ed into three diviſions, and one of them attached to each of the three ' 
corps of our army; that is to ſay, four ſhips to Alvarado, ſix to De Oli, 
_ two to Sandoval, making in all twelve, for the thirteenth, named 
Buſca Ruido, or follow the noiſe,” being found to be too ſmall, was 
Ae to be laid up, and her crew divided among the reſt, as we had 
twenty very badly wounded already on board the ſhips. Alvarado now 
ordered us out upon the cauſeway, and placing two of the ſhips on each 
fide, he thereby protected the flanks. We drove the enemy from ſeve- 
ral bridges and barricades,” but after fighting during the whole day, we 
were obliged at night to retreat to our quarters, almoſt every man of 
us wounded by the ſhowers of arrows and ſtones, which exceeded ima- 
gination; far we were attacked conſtantly by freſh troops bearing differ- 
ent devices, by land, while from the terraces of the houſes, the enemy 
commanded our ſhips. As we could not leave a party ta. ſecure what 
we got in the day, at night the enemy repoſſeſſed. themſelves of the 
bridges, and put better defences on them. They deepened the water in. 
ſome . and in the ſhallow part they dug pits, and placed canoes 


in. 
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in ambuſcade, which they ſecured from the attacks of our veſſels. by 
palliſades under the water. This was the manner in which they oppo- 
regen ſed us every day. The cavalry as I before obſerved could do nothing ; 

| the enemy had built parapets acroſs the cauſeways which they defended | 
98 with long lances, and even had an attack been practicable, the ſoldiers 
would not riſk their horſes, which at this time coſt eight hundred crowns,” 


and ſome more than one thouſand oy nor indeed were tor to * 00s at 
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Whit: we arrived at right; we. were eaplojel-4 in curing our 
| l wounds, and a ſoldier named Juan Catalan alſo healed them by charms 
l "4 and prayers, which, with the mercy of our Lord Jeſus, recovered us 
L very faſt. But wounded or not, we were obliged to go againſt the ene- 
a 15 my every day, as otherwiſe our companies would not have been twenty 


men ſtrong. When our allies ſaw that the before mentioned ſoldier 
cured us by charms and prayers, all their wounded came to him, ſo 
that he had more buſineſs on his hands than he knew what to do with. 
Every day our enſign was diſabled, not having it in his power to carry 
the colours, and defend himſelf. Corn we had ſufficiency of, but we 
wanted refreſhments for the wounded. What preſerved us was the plant 
called *quilites,” cherries while in ſeaſon, ' and © tunas or Indian figs. 


The ſituation of our other parties round ed lake was ſimilar t to e 1 | 
have here Wande 


1 


The enemy in che city Nübed out on the edge nes made from 
the top of the great temple of Taltelulco; and theſe attacks were made 
| every day, and repeated by freſh troops, who were formed and marched 
out in ſucceſſion. Finding that we gained ſo little and loſt ſo much, we 
reſolved to change our plan of operations. There was on our cauſeway | 
a ſmall open place, where were ſome buildings for religious worſhip ; ; 
here we eſtabliſhed a poſt, and lodged ourſelves, though very badly, as 
every ſhower of rain came in upon us, leaving our cavalry and Indian 
ii | allies to ſecure our rear in Tacuba, from which place we were ſupplied | 
. | with bread. From this time, as we advanced, we filled the water oy | 
* whic 
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which interſected FR Se and proſtrated the houſes which were 
on each ſide of it; for it was exceeding difficult to fet them on fire, nor 
could the flames communicate from one to another, on account of the 
water which was between them, and if we threw ourſelves into the 
water to ſwim to a houſe, the enemy deſtroyed us from their terraſſes. 
We guarded every paſs day and ni ight as we ee it, and our * 00 
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The connpuinh: witch was firſt er duty took 1 it | fro. ſun ſet to 
midni ght with forty men; the ſecond company with the ſame number 
came on at midnight, and remained until two hours before day break, 
the firſt guard not quitting the poſt, but ſleeping on the ground; this 
ſecond guard watched the hours of lethargy, and after them came on 
the third company for the two hours until day, at which time, as thoſe 
who were relieved did not quit the poſt, there were an hundred and 
twenty men at the guard. Sometimes our whole detachment remained 
under arms: during the night, for our priſoners had informed us that it 
was the intention of the Mexicans, by a great effort, to force our poſt, 
as they knew that by ſo doing they would entirely diſconcert the plans 
of the other two; and it was intended that the nine towns in and about 
the lake, including ours of Tacuba, together with Ezcapuzalco and 
Tenayuca; ſhould make a Joint effort, and attack us in the rar while 
the Mexicans attacked us in front. It was at the fame time intended to 
carry. off our luggage and bakery in Tacuba, This intelligence we im- 
mediately ens icntad t to our en warnin g them and our allies to 
be well on their Jy 


As 3 we had "MY informed, ſo it has; we were attacked ft 
ſeveral nights in ſucceſſion, from midnight to the break of day. The 
enemy ſometimes came on with great noiſe, at others ſtole upon us in 
ſilence, but during the night their attacks were never made with ſo much 
reſolution as in the day. We were however harraſſed to death with 
wounds, fatigues, wind, rain, and cold. The place where we were 
poſted was now mud and water, and our miſerable food of maize, and 

Pp herbs 


( ago ) 


herbs withall! but, as our officers ſaid, ſuch is the fortune of war! with 
all our ſufferings. nothing effectual was gained: the parapets we threw 
down, or the ditches we filled up during the day, the enemy replaced 
in the enſuing night: What uſe was our cutting off their water, or 
doſing their cauſeways againſt them, when they were ſupplied by ca- 
noes with whatever they wanted from the neighbouring towns on the 
lake? In order to prevent this, it was determined that two of our veſſels 
ſhould cruiſe during the night, to intercept them. This was found to 
ae in a deen mea degree, but ſil ſome a into the 9-0 


The Mexicans had the boldneſs: at this time to Gerd a wh for the 
ſurpriſe of theſe veſſels. For this purpoſe they prepared thirty of their 
largeſt piraguas, and concealed them among reeds, ſending two or three 
| canoes along the lake, as if conveying proviſions, by way of a bait for 

our veſſels. The Mexicans had alſo fixed piles of large timber below the 

water, in the direction which our ſhips were to be drawn in. The ca- 
noes being perceived by our people, two veſſels fallied out upon them; 
the others appeared to take fright, and rowed towards the ambuſcade, 
followed by our veſſels, which as ſoon as they arrived near enough, 
were ſurrounded by the thirty piraguas. By the firſt diſcharge they 
wounded every officer, ſoldier, 'and rower, on board; and the veſſels 
could not ſtir on account of the piles of timber. The enemy continu- 
ing their attacks, killed a captain named Portilla; he was a gentleman 
who had ſerved in Italy. Captain Pedro Barba alſo of the eroſsbow- 
men died of his wounds, and the veſſels fell into their hands. Theſe 
belonged to the principal diviſion, which Cortes commanded; he was 
much exaſperated, but in the courſe of a ſhort time e them well 
in their own way. 4 


Cortes as alſo our other chiefs, by his order, purſued their plan of 

advancing againſt the city. As- they gained ground, they threw down 
the houſes, and with the materials filled up the ditches or canals which 
croſſed the cauſeways; and our brave Tlaſcalan allies rendered us the 
greateſt ſervices, during the whole war. The Mexicans oppoſed our 
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progreſs by breaking a bridge in the rear of their parapets and barricades, 
where the water was very deep, leaving one obvious paſs as a decoy, 
and in other parts, pit falls under the water; they alſo made parppets 
on both ſides of the breach, they placed. paliſades in the deep water 
where our veſſels could approach, and they had canoes manned ready te 


fally out upon the ſignal given. When they had made theſe: prepara- 
tions they advanced againſt us in three bodies, one by the fide of Tacu- 


ba, the other by the ruins of the houſes which had been deſtroyed, and 
the third by the cauſeway, where they had made the works. Alvarado 
had brought part of his cavalry to our poſt, ſince the houſes. were de- 
ſtroyed. We repulſed the enemy on all ſides, and one party of us hav- 
ing forced them from the work 1 have mentioned, croffed the water, 
up to our necks, at the paſs they had left open, and followed them, un- 


til we came to a place where were large temples and towers of idols. 


Here we were aſſailed by freſh troops from the houſes and roofs, and 
thoſe whom we purſued faced about and came againſt us. We were 
obli ged to retreat, which we did with regularity, but when we came 


to the water, we found that the enemy in their canoes had got poſſeſſion 


of the paſs where we had croſſed. We were therefore obliged to look 


for other places, but as they came preſſing on us, we were at length 


compelled to throw ourſelves into the lake and get over as we could. 
Thoſe who were not able to ſwim fell into the pits; the enemy cloſed in 


upon them; ' wounded moſt, and took five of our ſoldiers. alive. The 


veſſels which came to our relief could not approach; being embarraſſed 
among the paliſades, and here they loft two ſoldiers. It was a wonder 
that we were not all deſtroyed in the pit falls; a number of the enemy 
laid hands on me, but our Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave me force to diſengage 
my arm, and by dint of a good ſword, I got free from them, though 
wounded, and arrived on the dry ground, where I fainted away, and 
remained ſenſeleſs for a tine. This was owing to my great exertions, 
and loſs of blood. When this mob had their claws on me, I tecom- 
mended myſelf to our Lord and his blefled mother, and. they heard my 
prayer, glorified be they for all their mercies l one of our cavalry croſſ- 
d the: water with us this day; he and his horſe were killed. Fortu- 
| Pp 2 | nately, 
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— the reſt were with Alvarado in Tacuba; had they been with us 
they muſt have heen all deſtroyed from the tops of the buildings, for 
the action took place as it were within the very city. After this ſucceſs 


the enemy kept us conſtantly employed during the day and night, by 


attacks upon our poſts. Cortes was much diſſatisfied at hearing of our 
defeat, which he confidered as owing to our neglect of his directions 


that the cuts acroſs the Rh ſhould be filled wh as Ks Soc 
as s we advanced. e 


; 75 ' 
* 1 p 2 


FU the 1 of b four. hn and 5 4 | = 5 a N 1 | we 
completely filled up this great aperture, and here we eſtabliſhed our ad- 
vanced poſt, the enemy having one oppoſite to us. Their method of 


keeping guard was this; they made a great fire in their front, which 


concealed them from our view, except when they came to renew the 


fire, as it was ſometimes extinguiſhed by the rains, which were at that 
ſeaſon frequent and heavy. They kept profound ſilence on guard, nor 


was it ever interrupted except by their ſignals, which were given by a 


whiſtle. Our ſhot did no execution among them, for they fortified 
their poſt by a parapet and a new ditch.” Having deſcribed the manner 
in which guard was kept on each fide, I will now give an account of 
our daily employment. In the morning we marched againſt the enemy ; 
after engaging them during the whole day we retreated, towards even- 
ing, covered with wounds, firſt clearing the cauſeway. of our allies 
whoſe numbers embarraſſed us, a circumſtance the enemy were watch- 
ful to take advantage of; after which we fell back ſtep by ſtep, firing 
at the enemy as they advanced, and being flanked by the armed veſſels, 
until we reached our poſt. . When we arrived in our quarters we fat 


down to our miſery of maize cakes, herbs, and tunas, . curing .our 


wounds with oil. and meien all "es e to conſtant alarms. 


Cortes 8 by party were mph in \ the 17 manner, and his 
Joſs i in killed and wounded; was by this time become very conſiderable. 


He conſtantly ſent out veſſels at night to ſcour the lake, and one night 
or brought in to him ſome priſoners of conſequence; from them he 
| earned 
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learned that the enemy had formed an ambuſcade ſimilar to their former 
one, of forty piraguas and the ſame number of canoes. Cortes then 
prepared ſix veſſels, and ſent them during the night, and with muffled 
oars, to a place of concealment within a quarter of a leagues diſtance of 
that of the enemy. It muſt be obſerved that the buſhes and tall reeds, 
and the water cuts at the edges of the lake, favored. thoſe deceptions. 
Early in the morning one of our veſſels was ſent as if in ſearch of the 
Mexican canoes which went with proviſions. to the city, the priſoners 
being put on board it in order to point out the place where their flotilla 
was concealed. The enemy alſo played off the deception of loaded ca- 
noes to draw us thither, and theſe canoes pretendin g to endeavor to eſ- 
cape, rowed towards the ambuſcade laid by their party; our veſſel pur- 
ſued them „erx. near it, and then brought to, as if from apprehenſion. 
The enemy's flotilla, perceiving; that ſhe did not advance, ſallied out on 
her, thoſe on board of her rowing towards that part where our ſhips 
were concealed. When they found that the enemy were brought to that 
Point where we wiſhed them to be, the erew fired two ſhots as a ſignal 
to our ambuſcade, immediately on which the veſſels puſhed out, and 
falling on the enemy ran down ſeveral, and diſperſed the reſt, making 
a number of priſoners. This gave them enough of ambuſcades, nor 
id po from that Ane run acroſs to Mexico ſo N as before. 
Ie Ferre of the cities i in 1000 like grow ing tin of this warfare, 
8 on Cortes at this time in order to make ſubmiſſion, declaring 
that they had been forced into hoſtility by the Mexicans. Cortes re- 
ceived them with affability, gave them aſſurances of protection accord- 
ing to their behaviour, and at the ſame time told them that he expected 
their aſſiſtance in the ſupply of boats and proviſions, and in erecting 
barracks for the troops. This they promiſed readily, but performed 
very badly. Cortes had huts built for his detachment, but the reſt re- 
mained expoſed to the weather, a a very ſevere duty in itſelf in that 


climate, where . che months of June, July, and Auguſt, it rains 
Sontinually.. 


Our 


(nw 


Our dmc perſevered in filling 1 up every ditch and canal ab 
we proceeded with the materials of the houſes which we deſtroyed; and 
conſtantly gained temples, bridges, or houſes which ſtood ſeparate from 
each other, and were acceſſible by draw-bridges only. Io prevent jea- | 
louſy, the companies took the working and covering parties alternately, 
and towards evening, when we drew off, the whole ſtood to their arms, 
and retreated, ſending our Indian allies before us. The” latter rendered 

us moſt important affiſtance in the working duty, both in pulling down 
the houſes, and filling the apertures. Sandoval during this time was 

_ obliged to ſuſtain conſtant attacks, and Cortes on his fide attacked one 
of the out poſts of the city, where the canal which croſſed the — 

was too deep to be forded. The enemy had fortified it ſtrongly, and 
defended it both by land and water. Cortes commanded the attack in 
perſon, and with ſucceſs; but at night he was obliged to retire without 
filling the ditch, and with the loſs of four Spaniards killed and above 
thirty wounded, for the paſs was commanded from the terraces; and 
the pallifades made in the water e the e prcach 'of the > vel- 
fel. l N 


Cuatimotzin now determined to wear us out by continual efforts, 
Accordingly, on the twenty firſt of June, the anniverfar) of the day of 
our entry into Mexico, the enemy attacked us at every point with their 
whole force by land and water, at the hour of the fecond fleep; or of 
lethargy, that is two hours before day. The number fit for duty at our 
poſt was one hundred and twenty; our allies we had fent entirely off 
the cauſeway, and it was with our utmoſt efforts that we could reſiſt 
the enemy; we at length however repulſed them from all our poſts, but 
with the loſs of many killed and wounded. Alvarado's detachment 
loft two ſoldiers en this occaſion. The enemies attacks were continued 
for two nights ſucceſſively upon the different poſts, and they afterwards 
concentrated their whole force in an aſſault upon vuts, which took place 
at day break. This was the moſt deſperate of all; if our allies had been 
with us we fhould have been loſt. Our cavalry on this occafion ſaved 
our flanks, and we had conſiderable ſupport from our ſhips. Eight of 

| our 
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our ſoldiers were killed 1 in this attack, and Alvarado was wounded ; Int 


we ultimately beat the enemy off, and alſo made four of their chiefs pri- 


ſoners. I fear to tire my readers with this repetition of battles. For 
ninety three days together were we employed in the ſiege of this great 
and-ftrong city, and every day and every night we were engaged with 
the enemy. Of courſe they muſt pardon what my duty as an hiſtorian 


compels me to relate; ſtill were I to extend my narrative to include eve- 


ty action which took place, it would be almoſt endleſs, and my hiſ- 
tory world. Eb. r a Aan. and the other books of chi- 


- Ha 8 weary of > FRA called a F of 'v war, relative 
to a general aſſault upon the city. His plan was, to march by the three 
cauſeways, and to endeavour to gain the great ſquare, where, uniting 
our whole force, we ſhould command all the ftreets leading to. it. 
Upon this propoſal there was a great difference of opinion,. for many 
thought our preſent method of proceeding by filling the canals as we 
advanced, deſtroying the houſes, and making a road with the materials, 
was preferable to that recommended by Cortes, whereby, in going into 
the heart of the city, we ſhould Rn the beſieged inſtead of being 
the beſiegers, and fall exactly into the ſituation in which we were when 
obliged to fly from Mexico. We ſhould alſo they ſaid be involved in 
greater difficulties than formerly, for the enemy would now bring their 
whole power by land and water upon us, ſo that we ſhould have to con- 
tend with them in the city, on the lake, and all round it, without the 
poſſibility of retreat, which they could preclude by cutting the cauſeways. 
When Cortes had heard the opinions of all, and the good reaſons upon 
which they were founded, the reſult was, that he gave orders for our 
whole force, together with our allies, to attack the city on the enſuing 


uy, and te get On of the great ſquare. 


-- Aa the next morning FO heviee heard * 8, and recom- 
mending ourſelves to God, our three detachments marehed againſt the 
enemy's poſts in their front. Thoſe commanded by Cortes and Sando- 
. val 
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val met with leſs violent meren than chat which fell webe lot of the 
diviſion of Alvarado, to which I belonged.” In our? 'attack-*upoti the 


firſt dike; moſt of the Spaniards received wounds, one was killed, and 
above one thouſand of our allies killed or wounded. Cortes at firſt bore 
down all before him, and having driven the enemy from a poſt where 
the water was very deep and the cauſeway very narrow, he was induced 
to purſue t them in their retreat to the city, his Indian allies crouding 
cloſe after the Spaniards. The enemy induced him by frequent halts 


and feigned attacks to continue the purſuit, and the cauſeway had been 
narrowed, to anſwer their deſign, It was the will of our Lord: that 


Cortes and his captains ſhould be ſo negligent as to omit filling the 
. ditch, which they had paſſed, © The cauſeway was alſo in ſorne parts 


covered with water, and deep in mud. When the enemy ſaw our Cor- 
tes thus run into the trap which they had laid, multitudes i in canoes ſal- 

lied out againſt him and took him on his flanks and rear, his own 
veſſels not being able to approach on account of the palliſadoes. It be- 
came how neceſſary for the troops to retreat, which: they did at firſt with 
great regularity, but when they came to the narrow paſs I have before 
mentioned, - the difficulty of the ground, with the fury of the attack, 

from a retreat turned it into a race, our people flying before the enemy 
without attempting to defend themſelves. Our Cortes uſed every exer- 
tion to rally them but in vain; he received a wound in thè leg from the 
enemy on board the canoes at the paſs, where they killed ſix of our hor- 
ſes, and carried off ſeventy two Spaniards alive. Six chiefs ſeized upon 
Cortes, but it was the will of God that he ſhould eſcape; for that vali- 
ant ſoldier Chriſtoval de Olea, feeing his general's danger, flew to his 
aſſiſtance, as did another brave man named Lerma. Olea with his own 


hand killed four of the fix Mexican chiefs, gallantly loſing his own life 


in defence of his general, and Lerma eſcaped with the greateſt difficulty. 
Other ſoldiers now arrived to the aſſiſtance of our Cortes; amongſt the 
number was Quinones captain of his guards. They took him out of 
the water in their arms, and placing him on a horſe, ' hurried him off 
from the crowd of enemies, and ſhortly after, his major domo named 
Chriſtoval de Guzman brought one of his own horſes for him. The 


enemy 
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5 i enemy followed up their attack with ardour; and the unfortunate Gu Zo 
man being ſeized by them was carried alive to Mexico. Cortes and the 
ſhattered remains of his troops, purſued to the laſt, arrived with great 


difficulty at their quarters, where Iwill leave them for the preſent, to 
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| Air our firſt tdck] alete we Gefeatel 8 enthny,; as we were 
e ve were met by freſh troops in great parade, bearing plumes 


of feathers; and devices on their ſtandards. - When we came near them 
they threw down before us five bleeding heads, crying out to us that 


they were thoſe of Cortes and his officers, and that we ſhould- meet the 


fame fate with our companions; they then marched up. and fighting 


us foot to foot, compelled us to retreat. We as uſual called to our allies 
to clear the way for us, but in the preſent caſe there was no occaſion; 
the ſight of the bloody heads had done it effectually, nor did one of 
them remain on the cauſeway to impede our retreat. Before we arrived 
at our quarters, and while the enemy were purſuing us, we heard their 
ſhrill timbals, and the diſmal ſound of the great drum, from the top of 
the Principal temple of the god of war, Which overlooked the whole 
city. Its mournful noiſe was ſuch as may be imagined the muſic of the 


infernal gods, and it might be heard at the diſtance of almoſt three 


leagues: They were then ſacrificing the hearts of ten of our compani- 
ons to their idols. Shortly after this the king of Mexico s horn was 
blown, giving notice to his' captains that they were then to take their 
enemies” priſoners, or die in the attempt. It is impoſſible to deſcribe 
the fury with which they cloſed upon us when they heard this fignal. 

Though all is as perfect to my recollection as if paſſing before my eyes, 
it is utterly beyond my power to deſcribe; all I can ſay is, it was God's 


will that we ſhould eſcape from their hands, and get back in fafety to 


our a of Wen be he toy his MR now, Vt: at all he times] } 

"ins e hands ſeveral — £ this Fire but our great g 
was in two guns which raked the cauſeway, and were commanded by 
a renn named Pedro Moreno de Medrano, who always bore. a 
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high reputation as an officer, but whoſe ſervices on chis day were moſt 
important, for the whole cauſeway was crouded with the enemy. We 
were ag yet ignorant of the fate of our other detachments. Sandoval was 
above balf a league diſtant, and Cortes. ſtill farther. The melancholy 
ſight of the remains of our countrymen, and the loſs of one of our veſ- 
fels, three of the ſoldiers of which the enemy had killed, impreſſed our 
minds with deſpair, and we thought this the laſt hour of our lives. 
The veſſel was afterwards recovered by: that commanded by Captain Juan 
Naramillo. Captain Juan de Limpias Caravajal, who now lives in La | 
Puebla, a moſt gallant officer, had the honor of being the firſt who with 
his veſſel broke through the enemies palliſades, er loſing his hand 
ing. en, day, by ord 'of po to ann 99 burton 93Ft - 
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1 1 of whoſe boden bid ks killed. nina ads remain- 
od alive, wounded, was attacked in his quarters by a great body of the 
enemy, who threw over to him the heads of four of our companions, 
alledging them to be thoſe of Alvarado, Sandoval, and others, in order 
to impreſs the ſoldiers of Cortes and our allies with the idea, that they 
had been equally ſucceſsful againſt the other detachments. When Cortes 
beheld the horrid ſpectacle his heart ſunk within him, but he kept up 
appearances, and ordering all to ſtand to their arms, made a front to the 
enemy. He then ſent Andres de Tapia with three more mounted men 

to our quarters, in order to aſcertain what the ſtate of affairs was. In 
their way thither they were attacked by many bodies of the enemy, 
whom the king of Mexico had placed upon a plan of intercepting: our 
communications. On their arrival they found us engaged with the Mex- 

5 | ican forces. They at that; time concealed, the loſs 0 ne e it 
= | at no more dan de and cn 1 11 E 5K 


It is now a to 1 to. > Sendoval, * bad gone on OY 
rious until. the defeat of Cortes; after which the enemy turned on him, 
and in. their firſt. attack killed two ſoldiers and wounded all the reſt, giv- 
ing Sandoval himſelf three wounds, one of which was in the head. 
As. * had done elſewhere, — threw before his troops fix heads of 
their 


"CY > 

their companions; recently taken off, threatening them with the like 
fate. Sandoval was not to be terrified; he warned his ſoldiers to pre- 
ſerve a good countenance, and ſeeing no hopes of ſucceſs brought his 
diviſion back to their quarters, with many wounds it is true, but with 
the loſs of only two of their number. Sandoval then, wounded as. he 
was, leaving the command of his poſt to Captain Luis Marin, ſet out 
on horſeback to have an interview-with Cortes. As he went he was 
aſſailed by the enemy, but he arrived at the general's quarters, and ad- 
drefling him in terms of furpriſe and condolance, aſked him how this 
ill ſucceſs had happened. Son Sandoval” ſaid Cortes, with tears in 
his eyes, it is for my ſins that this mis fortune has befallen me; but 


e the fault is with the treaſurer Alderete, who was ordered by me to 


fill up the bad paſs where the enemy threw us into confuſion.” The 
treaſurer then exclaimed, that it was with Cortes himſelf the fault lay, 
he having never given any ſuch orders, but hurrying on his men after 
the enemy in their feigned retreat, crying, forward! gentlemen for- 


«© ward!” Cortes was alſo very much blamed for not having ſent his. 
allies out of the way early enough; however I will omit to detail any 


more of the converſation which paſſed at this time between Cortes and 
the treaſurer, as it happened in the heat of anger and diſappointment. 
Cortes was agreeably ſurpriſed by the arrival of two of his veſſels which 
he had given up for loſt,” although he did not expreſs himſelf ſo. Cor- 
tes deſired Sandoval to go to our quarters at Tacuba, as he apprehended 
that the weight of the enemy's attack would fall upon this poſt, and 
recommended that he ſhould pay attention to our aftairs, as he himſelf 
was at preſent unable to do ſo. Sandoval ſetting out, arrived at Tacuba 
about the hour-of veſpers. He alſo found us as Tapia had done, occu- 


pied in repelling the enemy, ſome of whom were attacking us by the 


cauſeway, others by that of the ruined houſes, I was at this time to- 
gether with others of our ſoldiers up to my waiſt in the water defend- 
ing a veſſel which was aground, and engaged with the enemy who 
were endeavouring g to get poſſeſſion of her. Juſt as Sandoval arrived 
however, by a great effort we got the veſſel afloat, but with the loſs of 
two of the crew killed, and every man on board wounded. The enemy 
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now attacked us with more violence. Sandoval received a blow on the 
face with-a ſtone, and called to us loudly to retreat; we not falling back 
as faſt As: he: wiſhed, he called: again to us, aſking if we wanted to have 


all the cavalry deſtroyed. We then retreated until we reached our poſt, 


during the time of which, our two guns, under the direction of Me- 
drano, though they frequently ſwept the e er n al. een 
10 ns ow nen us ane . Ut ente Nl 
. we were for a time at neſts "od e in ly the events 
which had happened at each poſt, when on. a ſudden our ears were 
ſtruck by the horrific ſound of the great drum, the timbals, horns, and 


trumpets, in the temple of the war god. We all directed our eyes thi- 


ther, and ſhocking to relate! ſaw our unfortunate countrymen driven by 
force, cuffs, and baſtinades, to the place where they were to be ſacrifi- 


| ced, which bloody ceremony was accompanied by the mournful ſound 


of all the inſtruments of the temple. We perceived that when they had 
brought the unfortunate victims to the flat ſummit of the body of the 
temple, where were the adoratories, they put plumes upon their heads, 
and with a kind of fan in the hand of each, made them dance before 
their accurſed idols. When they had done this, they laid them upon 
their backs, on the ſtone uſed for the purpoſe, where they cut out their 
hearts, alive, and having ꝑreſented them, yet palpitating, to their gods, 
they drew the bodies down the ſteps by the feet, where they were taken 
by others of their prieſts. Let the reader think what were our ſenſa- 
tions on this occaſion. Oh heavenly God! ſaid we to ourſelyes, do 
not ſuffer us to be ſacriſiced by theſe wretches! do not ſuffer; us to die 
ſo cruel a death! and then how ſhocking a reflection, that we were un- 
able to relieve our poor friends who were thus murdered before our eyes 
at this moment the enemy aſſailed our poſt in great force, reviling us 
and faying their gods had promiſed us all to them. Our Indian allies 
ſunk under the dreadful ideas they expreſſed, when they threw among 
them alſo ſome of the mangled remains of their horrid teaſts, other parts 
being ſent round all the neighbouring: diſtricts, as a triumphant me- 

| morial, 


7 


morial. We ſtill Wü mainidilived deten of our MY one half 
1 our en * on the n * mw Aer: Ralf in the umd, 0 


„Our new-allici.on the lake hal fulered, comfiderably by the, enemy, 


1 loſt half their canoes, but they continued firm to us, from ani- 


moſity to them, or contented themſelves with being mere lookers on, and 
did net moleſt us. Cortes in conſequence of our loſſes ordered a ceſſa- 


tion of attacks, which laſted for the ſpace of four days, r which 
ve did not quit our poſts, having loſt near eighty men, and ſeven hor- 
ſes, in the laſt engagement. The enemy alſo gained ante on us, and 
made new ditches and water cuts, but we had a very deep and defen- 
ſible one in front of our quarters. Sandoval and Tapia on their return 
to the general, reported to him the valiant manner in which our ſoldiers 


were behaving when they arrived at our poſt; Sandoval alſo mentioned . 


me particularly, and faid thoſe things in my commendation, which, 
excluſive of the facts being known to our Whole rw e not be 


n to en of - ſelf. 


Duing this nie our nd dato of 5 hi N on 
the adage at night, flanked by the brigantines, one half of the ca- 
valry patroling in Tacuba, the other half on the cauſeway, In the morn- 

ing we prepared to receive the enemy, who every day continued facri- 
ficing our poor companions, and when they attacked, reviled us ſaying, 
that our fleſh was too bitter to be eaten, and truly it ſeems that ſuch a 
miracle was wrought. ' For five days together the enemy continued 
their aſſaults, being promiſed, as they ſaid, our deſtruction, by their 
gods, within the ſpace of eight days; but their gods as it appears to me, 


were perverſe and treacherous to them, not permitting them to think of 


peace, and thus leading them to ruin. This language however, and 
the laſt menace in particular, had ſuch an effect upon our allies, toge- 
ther with the bad appearance of our affairs, that they almoſt entirely 
deſerted us in the courſe of a night. The only one who remained with. 
Cortes, was, Suchel, otherwiſe Don Carlos, brother of Fernando lord 
of Tezcuco. He was a man of great bravery. His friends who ſtaid 


by 
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of Guaxocingo, with about fifty, and in ours the brave Chichimecate-; 


cle, the two ſons of our friend D. Lorenzo de Vargas, and about cighty 
Tlaſcalans. Being queſtioned as to the flight of their countrymen” they 
ſaid, that the gods of the Mexicans had predicted our deſtruction; that 

they ſaw us all wounded, and many killed, that their own loſs was 


above one thouſand two hundred killed, and that the younger Nicoten- 


ga had from the firſt foretold that we ſhould be all put to death ; and 
therefore, conſidering us as loſt, their countrymen had quitted us. Cor- 
tes though he thought what they ſaid much too true, put on à chear- 
ful appearance, ridiculed the predictions of the enemy, and aſſured them 
that all would do well. He thereby was fortunate enough to. induce: 
the few who yet remained to ſtay with us to the laſt. The Indian Don 
Catlos, a brave and wiſe man now repreſented to Cortes the erroneous 
ſyſtem on which he had acted, and alſo that which the ſituation of the 
enemy pointed out, adviſing him not to ſuffer his troops to fight. Cut 
„off ſaid he their proviſions and water; there are in Mexico ſo ma- 
„ny Xiquipils of warriors, how can they ſubſiſt? their proviſions muſt 
at ſome time be expended, the water which they get from the wells 


is falt, and they have no reſource but from the frequent rains; fight 
them by hunger and thirſt, and do not throw away your own force,” 


Cortes embraced D. Carlos for his advice; not that the ſame had not 
occurred to many of us before, but we were too EE 


Cortes began upon ble new Stem, 8 ending orders to all. the 
detachments to remain in their quarters for the next three days. . As 
the enemy were ſo ſtrong upon the lake, we always ſent out two veſſels 
in company; they had now acquired the method of breaking through 
the palliſadoes by the force of oars and ſails, when there was a good 
wind. Thus we were maſters of the lake, . and alſo of all the houſes 


which were at any little diſtance from the city. This ſlackened the 


triumphs of the Mexicans. As our veſlels broke through the enemy's 


palliſadoes, they could flank us while we carried on our work, filling 


the 
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the ditches in our front. - This we effected at all our ot is in ths, aa 
of four day's, Cortes hiraſelf FarrJing Fd: beams and Futh. _ 
Ty 

"Duriog ah night of this Ss the enemy op bexting their 
accurſed drum in the great temple; nothing can equal the diſmal im- 

preſſion its found conveyed, . They were then in the execution of their 
infernal ceremonies ; the whole place was illuminated, and their ſhricks 
at certain intervals pierced the air. For ten nights together were they 
thus employed in putting to death our unfortunate companions ; Chriſr 
toval de Guzman was the laſt ſacrificed; he was in their hands eighteen: 
days; this we were informed by ſome of our priſoners, and for every 
ſacrifice, we were told that their war god renewed to them the promiſe 
of victory. The enemy at times during the foregoing period brought 
our on croſsbows againſt us, and made the unfortunate priſoners ſhoot 
them; but our poſt derived its ſafety from the excellent management of 
the two guns under P. M. Medrano, and we ſtill advanced, gaining 
every day a bridge or a parapet. Our veſſels alſo continually intercept- 
ed their canoes loaded with provi ſion and water, alſo thoſe which were 
employed in procuring that nutritive ſubſtance which when dry reſem- 
bles cheeſe, and is found at the bottom of the lake. In this manner of 
proceeding twelve or thirteen days had now paſſed, our lives therefore 
exceeded the date allowed them by the prediction of the Mexican prieſts. 
This gave our allies courage, and in compliance with the requiſition of 
our ſteady friend Suchel, two thouſand: warriors from 'Tezcuco returned 
to us. There came with them Captain Pedro Sanchez Farfan, and An- 
| thonio de Villaroel, afterwards married to La Ojeda, who had been left 
behind in Tezcuco. Many bodies alſo of our Tlaſcalan and other. allies 

arrived about the ſame time. Cortes having fummoned their chiefs, 
made them a ſpeech, partly of reprimand and partly of hopes and pro- 
iſes, concluding it with am admonition to them not to put to death any: 

Mexicans, as it was his. wiſh to. negociate for peace. 


7 655 Ide ewy rains at this * of the year . our favor, 


the enemy always relaxing in their exertions when they came on. We 
EL ; had 
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city, and the loſs of lives, he was willing to treat of peace, calling to 


by been the vaſſals of Mexico were now the allies of the Spaniards; with 


prieſts of the city. Guatimotzin opened the buſineſs by expreſſing his 


The prieſts took the oppoſite opinion. They repreſented the conduct of 
the Spaniards from the firſt, their treatment of his uncle the great Mon- 


( 3% ) 
had now advanced conſiderably into the city at each of the three attacks} ; 
we had alſo reached the fountains of brackiſh water, which we totally 


we had . as it was our care to make it kye a them. b 
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45! Our evil age the ani a Sid vue! eri rho to 

the Mexicans ; he therefore propoſed to three of his principal priſoners 
to go with his meſſage to their king, Guatimotzin, but they declined 
it, Alledging that he would certainly put them to death. At length 
however he prevailed with them to carry his propoſal, which was to 
this purport.” That from the affection he bore to all the family of the 

great' Montezuma, in order alſo to prevent the deſtruction of that great 


the recollection of Guatimotzin, that his troops and people were cut off 
from proviſions and water, and that all thoſe nations which had former- 


many more ſtrong arguments to the ſame purpoſe, which the embaſſa- 
dors very well underſtood. Previous to their going they deſired that 
the general would provide them with a letter, under which authority 
they waited on the monarch, ſobbing and wailing bitterly, as knowing 
the danger which attended their buſineſs. At firſt Guatimotzin and his 
chiefs appeared enraged, but the moderation of his diſpoſition prevailed, 

and he reſolved to call a council compoſed of the princes, chiefs, and 


own inclination to come into terms, expoſing the inefficacy of their re- 
ſiſtance, the deſertion of their allies, and the diſtreſſes of the people. 


tezuma, of Cacamatzin, and of various other princes as ſoon as they 
had got them in their power; alſo the death of the two ſons of Mon- 
tezuma, which they laid to their charge, the deſtruction and waſte of 
the wealth of Mexico, and the marks of ſlavery with which they had 
branded other nations, They reminded him of his own martial fame 
and conduct, of the inſidiouſneſs of Cortes and his offers, and the 


promiſes 


1 


to, ſpare the proviſions as much as poſſible, to fink wells in various ws 
ces, and to endeavour to obtain — by night. 


1 


Our army . at thelr poſts for two days quietly, expecting 


promiſes of victory they had obtained from ay gods. Guatimotzia 
then expreſſed his determination to fight to the laſt man and gave orders 


a 
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the anſwer from Mexico. We were then attacked at all points by great 


bodies of the enemy, who fell on us like lions, cloſing upon and endea- 


vouring to ſeize us in their hands, whenever the horn of Guatimotzin 


was ſounded. For ſeven days were we thus engaged, watching in a 


body during the night, at day break going into action, fighting during 


the day, and in the evening retiring. to conſole ourſelves with our miſery 
of maize cakes, agi or pepper, tunas, and herbs. Our offer of peace 
only ſerved for new matter for the enemy to revile us on, reproaching 


us as cowards, and ſaying, that peace was for women and arms for 


men. 


It has been mentioned that the wretched remains of our country- 
men were ſent round to different provinces, to ſummon and encourage 
them to come to the aid of the Mexicans. In conſequence, a force aſ- 
ſembled from Matalzingo, Malinalco, and other places at the diſtance 
of eight leagues from Mexico, to fall on our rear, while the 
enemy from the city attacked us in front. When they had aſſembled 


as above mentioned, they began to commit outrages upon the country 


between them and us, ſeizing the children in order to ſacrifice. Com- 
plaints of this coming to Cortes, he detached Andres de Tapia with 
twenty cavalry and one hundred infantry againſt the enemy. This 


officer executed his miſſion completely, driving them back to their o own 


"RY with loſs. 


e ahem ſent Sandoval to aſſiſt the ple of the district called 
ba us Cuernabaca, who were attacked in the ſame manner. There is 
much to ſay in reſpect to this expedition; too much indeed to be able 
to do juſtice to it without going into the details; ſuffice it that it was 

2 | Rr more 
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more n than ch, and of the happieſt effect for us, Sandoval 
returning accompanied by two chiefs of the nation. he had marched 

againſt, His return was very ſudden, in order to protect our poſts, 
which were in a moſt perilous way ; for this draft had diſmantled them, 
as he had with him every man really fit for duty, being twenty cavalry _ 
and eighty infantry. However he by His OR ſaved both our al- 


lies and us. 


> Cortes now again fent an embaſſy to Guatimotzin, ſaying he had 
his Monarch's orders to ſave if poſſible that fine city; he reminded Gu- 
atimotzin of the diſtreſs of the wretched people, and to convince him 
chat he had no hope from his allies, he ſent the meſſage by the two 
chiefs who accompanied Sandoval. The Mexican monarch returned no 

anſwer, except ordering the ambaſſadors immediately to quit the city. 

The enemy now increaſed every day the fury of their attacks; their ex- 
preſſions were, Tenitoz re de Caſtilla! Tenitoz Axaca?” which means, 
«©. what ſays the king of Caſtille? what does he now?” We ſtill con- 


tinued advancing towards the heart of the city, and obſerved that not- 
withſtanding the rage with which they aſſailed us, for it ſeemed as if 


they wiſhed to mect their deaths, there was not ſo much movement 
among them as formerly, nor did they ſo buſily employ themſelves in 
opening the ditches. We alſo had cauſe for reflection of a leſs pleaſant 
nature which was, that our powder was almoſt reduced to nothing. 


At this moment moſt fortunately, arrived at the port of Villa Rica, a 


veſſel with ſoldiers and ordnance ſtores, one of an armament fitted out 
by the Licentiate Lucas Vaſquez de Aillon, which had been deſtroyed 
or diſperfed near the Iſlands of Florida. The relief and reinforcement 
were immediately forwarded to Cortes, by his lieutenant, Rangel. 
It was now determined by Cortes and all the army to puſh for the great 
place or Taltelulco of the city, on account of the principal temples and 
ſtrong buildings being there. Each of our detachments therefore ad- 


vanced for the purpoſe, Cortes got poſſeſſion of a ſmall ſquare at which 


were ſome temples ;. in thoſe temples were beams whereon were placed 


the heads of many of aur foldiers ; their hair and beards had much 
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grown; 85 could not have believed it had I not ſeen it with my own eyes 
in three days after, when our party had advanced near enough to get a 
view of them, after having filled two canals. I recogniſed the features 
of three of our friends, and the tears came into my eyes at the ſight. 
In twelve days they were all buried by us in that which is now named 
the church in: the martyrs. 25 


The detachment of Alvarado continued to advance, and after an 
engagement of two. hours forced the enemy from their barricades-in the 
great ſquare. The cavalry now rendered good ſervice in the open ſpace, 
and the enemy were driven before us into the temple of the war god. 
Alvarado divided his forces into three bodies, and while he occupied the 
attention of the enemy with two, he ordered the third, commanded by | 
Gutierre de Badajoz, to drive them from, and take poſſeſſion of the 
great temple. The enemy, headed by their prieſts, occupied the ado- 
ratories-or ſanctuaries of their idols, and repulſed our troops, driving 
them down the ſteps; which being obſerved by Alvarado, he then ſent 
us to ſupport them, and on our arrival, having aſcended to the top, we 
completely drove the enemy from that poſt; having done which, we 
ſet fire to the images of their falſe gods, and planted our ſtandard on the 
ſummit of the temple. The view of this ſignal of victory rejoiced Cor- 
tes, who would fain have joined us, but he had it not in his power. 
He was then diſtant a quarter of a league, and had many ditches to fill 
as he advanced. In four days from this time, both he and Sandoval had 
worked their way to us, and the communications to the three poſts Were 
opened through the centre of the city of Mexico. This attack upon 
the temple was truly perilous; the edifice was very lofty, and the ene- 
my numerous; and they continued to engage us on the flat ground at 
the ſummit, from the time that we had ſet fire to the idols and their 
adoratories, until night. The royal palaces were now levelled to the 
ground, Guatimotzin and his troops having retired to a quarter of the 
cy more diſtant from the centre, and towards the lake. | 


Still FR attacked us in the ar and at ag purſued us to our 
| R r 2 quarters, 


(308) 
quarters, and 8 time paſſed over, and no propoſition was made con- 
cerning peace. Our clnefs then propoſed a plan of laying ambuſcades. 
Thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry of the prime of our army, to- 
gether with one thouſand Tlaſcalans were poſted in concealment, in 
ſome large houſes which had belonged to a nobleman of the city. This 
was done during the night. Cortes with the reſt of his troops, in the 
morning went to attack a poſt at a brid; ge, which Guatimotzin had or- 
dered to be ſupported by a large force. Cortes after his firſt attack re- 
treated, drawing the enemy after him, by the buildings where the troops 
were placed in concealment. At the proper moment he fired two ſhots 
cloſe together as a ſignal to us; we ſallied out, and the enemy being 
encloſed between us, our allies, and the party of Cortes which faced 
about, a dreadful havoc was made of them, and from that time they 
no more annoyed us in our retreat. Another trap was alſo laid for them 
by Alvarado, but not with the ſame ſucceſs; I was not preſent at it, 
being ordered * Cortes to do duty for chat time with his party. 


"Pont our 8 we had to march above half a to gue to meet 
the enemy; we now therefore quitted that poſt altogether, and lodged 
ourſelves in the great ſquare or Taltelulco. Here we were for three days 
without doing any thing worth mentioning : we alſo abſtained from de- 
Ong any more of the city, in the Hopes of Ne. 


Cortes at this time ſent to 8 requeſling him to ſurrender, 
under the ſtron geſt aſſurances of enjoying the plentitude of power and 
honors. He accompanied this embaſſy with as handſome a preſent as 
his ſituation permitted, of proviſions, bread, fowls, fruit, and game. 
Guatimotzin as he was adviſed to do by thoſe whom he conſulted, diſ- 
ſimulated, and ſeemed inclined to a pacification. He ſent four of his 
principal nobility, with a promiſe to/come to an interview with Cortes 

im three days. But this was all feigned ; he employed the time in for- 
tifying his quarter of the town, and making preparations to attack us. 
He alſo, endeavoured to amuſe us by a ſecond embaſſy, but we were 

now adviſed of his ſchemes. In fact, from what he was told by thoſe 


about 


1 
about him, and from the example of his uncle Montezuma, he was 
afraid to truſt himſelf in our hands. But the maſk was ſoon thrown. 
off; we were attacked by great bodies of the enemy, with ſuch violence 
that it appeared as if all was beginning anew, Having been rather ta- 
ken by ſurpriſe, they did us at firſt ſome miſchief, killed one ſoldier, 
and two horſes; but in the end we ſent them back with very little to 
boaſt of. Cortes ordered his troops now to proceed againſt that part of 
the city where the quarters of Guatimotzin were; accordingly we began 
upon our former ſyſtem, and gained ground as we had before done elſe- 
where. When the king perceived this, he defired an interview with 
Cortes, on the ſide of a large canal which was to ſeparate them. To 
this Cortes readily aſſented, and it was to take place on the enſ uing 
morning. Cortes attended, but Guatimotzin never appeared; inſtead 
of which he ſent ſeveral of his principal nobility, who ſaid that the king 
did not think proper to come, from an apprehenſion that we might 
fhoot him during the parley. Cortes then engaged by the moſt ſolemn 
oaths not to do him any injury whatever, but it was of no effect. A 
ridiculous farce was played here: two of the nobility who attended on. 
the part of Guatimotzin, took out of a ſack, bread, a fowl, and cher- 
ries, which they began to eat, in order to impreſs the Spaniards with an. 
idea that they were not in want. Cortes ſeeing the manner in which. 
he was treated, ſent back an hoſtile meſſage and retired ;. after this. we 
were left unmoleſted for the ſpace of four or five days. During this 
time numbers of wretched Indians, ' reduced. by famine, ſurrounded our 
quarters every night. Cortes pitied their miſerable ſituation, and hop- 
ing that it might induce the enemy to come into terms of accommoda- 
tion, ordered the ceſſation of hoſtilitics to be ſtrictly adhered to; but na 
overture of ths kind was made. 


— 


| Thien was in hy; army of Goeins a ſoldier who boaſted of having 
ferved in Italy, and of the great battles which he had ſeen there. His. 
name was Sotelo, and he was a native of Seville. This man was. eter- 
nally talking of the wonderful military machines which. he knew the 
art of conſtructing, and how he could make a ſtone engine which 
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ſhould in two days deſtroy that whole quarter of the city where Guati« 
motzin had retreated. He told Cortes fo many fine things of this kind. 


Re. 
EE 


that he perſuaded him into a trial of his experiments, lime, ſtone, and 
timber being brought, according to his deſire; the carpenters were alſo 


ſet to work, two ſtrong cables were made, and ſtones the ſize of a buſhal 


were prepared, The machinery was now all ready, the ſtone which 
was to be ejected was put in its place, and the whole apparatus was 


played off * againſt the quarters of Guatimotzin. But behold! inſtead of 


taking that direction, the ſtone flew up vertically into the air, and re- 
turned exactly into the place from whence it had been launched. Cortes 
was enraged and aſhamed: he reproached the- ſoldier, and ordered the 
machinery to be n downy _ fill it r the joke of the 
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that part or nook of the city whither Guatimotzin had retired, caution- 


ing him at the ſame time not to kill or injure any Mexican, unleſs he 
was attacked, nor even then to do more than was abſolutely neceſſary 
for his own defence; but to level all the houſes, and the many advan- 
ced works which the enemy had made in the lake. Cortes. aſcended 


then into the great temple, with ſeveral of his officers. and ſoldiers, to 
Nat. the movements of his fleet. When Sandoval approached the 


arters of Guatimotzin, that prince, who had great apprehenſions of 
being made priſoner, availed himſelf of the preparations which he had 
made for his eſcape, and embarking himſelf, his family, his courtiers, and 


officers, with their moſt valuable effects, on board fifty large piraguas, 
the whole body ſet off for the main land, as did all his nobility and 


chiefs in various directions. Sandoval who was at this time occupied 
in making his way by tearing down the houſes, received immediate no- 
tice of the flight of Guatimotzin. He inſtantly ſet out in the purſuit, 


grving ſtrict orders that no injury or inſult ſhould be offered, but that 


each ſhould keep a ſteady eye upon the royal veſſel, and do his utmaſt 
to get poſſeſſion of it. He particularly directed however Garci Holguin, 


his intimate friend, and captain of the quickeſt ſailer of the fleet, to 


make 
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* From the platform of a theatre. 
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make for that part of the ſhore whither Guatimotzin was moſt likely 
to go. Accordingly this officer followed his inſtructions, and falling 
in with the veſſels, from certain particulars in its appearance, ſtructure, 
and awning, he aſcertained that which the king was on board of. He 
made ſigns to the people in it to bring to, but without effect ; he then 
ardered his croſsbow- men and mfſqueteers to preſent, upon which Gu- 
atimotzin called out to them not to ſhoot, and approaching the veſſel, 
acknowledged himſelf for what he was, declaring his readineſs to ſub- 
mit, and go with them to their general, but requeſting that his queen, 
his children, and attendants ſhould be ſuffered to remain unmoleſted. 
Holguin received him with the greateſt reſpect, together with his queen, 
and twenty of his nobility. He ſeated them on the poop of his ſhip, 
and provided refreſhments for them, commanding, that the piraguas 
which, UE: the ii _ ſhould * untouched. 


ee at this moment made a ſignal for the flotilla to cloſe up- 
to bn and perceived that Guatimotzin was priſoner to Holguin, who, 
was taking him to Cortes, Upon this he ordered his rowers to exert: 
their utmoſt to bring him up to Holguin's veſſel, and having arrived by: 
the fide of it, he demanded Guatimotzin to be delivered to him as gene- 
ral of the whole force; but Holguin refuſed, alledging that he had no- 
claim whatever. A veſſel which went to carry the intelligence of the 
great event, brought alſo to Cortes who was then on the ſummit of the 
great temple in the Taltelulco, very near the part of the lake where Gu- 
atimotzin was captured, an account of the diſpute between his officers. 
Cortes inſtantly diſpatched Captain, Luis. Marin and Franciſco de Lugo, 
to bring the whole party together to his quarters, and thus to ſtop all 
litigation; but he. enjoined them not to omit treating Guatimotzin and 
his queen with the greateſt reſpect. During the interval, he employed. 
himſelf in arranging a ſtate, as well as he could, with cloths and man- 
tles. He alſo prepared a table with refreſhments, to receive his priſo- 
ners. As ſoon as they appeared, he went forward to meet them, and 
embracing Guatimotzin, treated him and all his attendants. with: every 
mark. of reſpect, The unfortunate monarch, with tears in his eyes, 
and 
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and ſinking under aſfiction then addreſſed him in the following 
words. Malintzin! I have done that which was my duty in the de- 
fence of my kingdom and people; my efforts have failed, and being 
now brought by force a priſoner in your hands, draw. that poinard 
from your ſide, and ſtab me to the heart.” Cortes embraced; and 
uſed every expreſſion to comfort him, by aſſurances that he held him 
in high eſtimation for the valour and firmneſs he had ſhewn, and that 
he had required a ſubmiſſion from him and the people at the time that 

cdhey could no longer reaſonably hope for ſucceſs, in order to prevent 
further deſtruction; but that was all paſt, and no more to be thought 
of; he ſhould continue to rei gn over the people, as he had done before. 
Cortes then enquired after his queen, to which Guatimotzin replied, 
that in, conſequence of the compliance of Sandoval with his requeſt, ſhe: - 
and her women remained in the piraguas, until Cortes ſhould decide. as: | 
to their fate. The general then cauſed them to be ſent for, and treated 
them in the beſt manner his ſituation afforded. The evening was draw- 
ing on, and it appeared likely to rain; he therefore ſent the whole roy- 
al family to Cuyoacan, under the care. of Sandoval. The reſt of the 
troops then returned to their former quarters; we to ours of Tacuba, 
and Cortes, proceeding to Cuyoacan, took the command there, ſending 
| Sandoval to reſume his ſtation at Tepeaquilla. Thus was the ſiege of: 
Mexico brought to a concluſion by the capture of Guatimotzin and his 
chiefs, on the thirteenth of Auguſt, at the hour of veſpers, being the 
day of St. Hyppolitus, in the year of our Lord one thouſand five hun- 
dred and twenty one. Glorified be our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and our a- 
dy the Ha Virgin Moy” Bey bleſſed | anos; amen! Ft ny | 


In the night * Guatimotain was made priſoner, there was the 
greateſt tempeſt of rain, thunder, and lightening, eſpecially about mid- 
night, that ever was known; but all the ſoldiers were as deaf as if they 
had been for an hour in a ſteeple, with the bells ringing about their 
ears. This was owing to the continual noiſe of the enemy for ninety 
three days; ſome preparing their troops and bringing them on, ſhout- 
ing. calling, and whiſtling, as ſignals to attack us on the cauſeway ; 
others 


= -& +9 


others in the canoes coming to attack our veſſels; ſome again at work 
upon. their palliſadoes, or opening the ditches and water cuts, and mak- 
ing ſtone parapets, or preparing, their magazines of darts and arms, and 
the women ſupplying. the ſlingers with their ammunition. Then from 
the temples and adoratories of their accurſed idols, the timbals and horns, 
and the mournful ſound of their great drum, and other diſmal noiſes, 
were inceſſantly aſſailing our ears, ſo that day or night we could hardly 
hear each other ſpeak. But theſe dins immediately ceaſed on the cap- 
ture of Guatimotzin, for which reaſon as I have obſerved, we felt like 
ſo many men juſt reaped # from a ne 1 where all the ev were ringing 
about our ears. 

Gentimgtrin was a a noble 3 both | in perſon and counte- 
nance ; ; his features were rather large, and chearful, with lively eyes. 


His age was about tw-enty three or four years, and his complexion Ve- 


ry fair for an Indian. His queen the niece of Montezuma, was young, 
and very handſome. 


In regard to the. Aas 1 PN and Holguin, Cortes 
e, to them the circumſtance from the Roman hiſtory, of the capture 


of Jugurtha, and the diſpute of Marius and Sylla, about which of them 
ſhould have the honor of it, and that this diſpute was productive of 
moſt fatal civil wars; but ſaid that he would lay the whole affair before 
his Majeſty, by whoſe arbitration it ſhould be decided, which of the 
two ſhould have the action emblazoned i in his arms. In two years from 
this time the Emperor s orders upon the ſ ubject arrived; they were to 
this purpoſe; that Cortes ſhould bear in his arms the ſeven kings, re- 
preſenting Montezuma, Guatimotzin, and the princes of Tezcuco, 
Bene C mgern., Tacuba, and Matalzin 90. 


What [ am going to mention is truth, and I ſwear and ſay amen 
to it. I have read of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, but I cannot conceive 
that the mortality there exceeded this of Mexico; for all the people from 


the diſtant provinces which belonged to this empire had concentrated 
88 1 themſelves 
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themſelves here, where they moſtly died. The ſtreets, the ſquares ; 
the houſes, and the courts of the Taltelules were covered with dead bo- 


dies; we could not ſtep without treading on them; the lake and canals 
were filled with them, and the ſtench was intolerable. For this reaſon, 


our troops immediately after the capture of the royal family retired to 


their former quarters. Cortes himſelf Was for JO time by: from the 
effect of it. | CS, i; . 


The veſſels were now the beſt — thoſe on board carrying 
away all the plunder, for they had acceſs to houſes in the water which 


were not in our reach. They alſo found what the Mexicans had con- - 


cealed in the reeds, and on the borders of the lake, and intercepted that 


which was carried out of our reach by water. We on land gained no- 


thing but. honor and wounds. The wealth our navy got was much 
more than we could gueſs at; Guatimotzin and all his chiefs declaring, ; 


when enquiry was made as to the Publie® treaſure; " that it had earn 4 


fallen into their hands. 


To return to the Nate of Mexico, Guatimotzin now requified of 


Cortes, that permiſſion ſhould be given to clear the city entirely of the 


inhabitants, in order to purify it, and reſtore its falubrity. Accordingly 


they were ordered to remove to the nei ighbourin; g towns, and for three 


days, and three nights, all the caufeways were full, from one end to 


the other, of men, women, and children, fo weak and ſickly, ſqualid 


and dirty, and peſtilential, that it was miſery to behold them. When 
all thoſe who were able had quitted the city, we went to examine the 
ſtate of it, which was as I have deſcribed. The ſtreets, courts, and 
houſes were covered with dead bodies, and ſome miſerable wretches 
were creeping about, in the different ſtages of the moſt offenſive diſor- 
ders, the conſequences of famine and i improper food. The ground was 
all broken up to get at the roots of ſuch vegetation as it afforded, and 
the very trees were ſtripped of their bark! There was no freſh water in 
the town. During all their diſtreſs however, though their conſtant 
practice was to feaſt on ſuch. as they took priſoners,, no inſtance occurred 
of 


1 


of their having preyed on each other; and certainly never exiſted ſince 
the creation a HO ach e LY meh. Fours Wage, thirſt, and 
\ 149 3 N 


Adios 5 5 waa ret to | God, — * FIN Fs to cele⸗ 
brate his ſucceſs by a feſtival in Cuyoacan; a veſſel had arrived at Villa 
Rica with a cargo of wine, and hogs had been provided from the Iſland 
of Cuba. To this entertainment he invited all the officers of his army, 
and alſo the ſoldiers of eſtimation, and all things being prepared, ON 
the day appointed, we waited on our general. When we came to fit 
down. to dinner there were not t tables for one half of 1 us; this brought 
would have been much better kt — The plant ps Noah was the 
cauſe of many fooleries and worſe things; it made ſome leap over the 
tables who afterwards could not go out at the doors, and many rolled 
down the ſteps. The private ſoldiers ſwore they would buy horſes with 
golden harneſs; the croſsbow- men would uſe none but golden arrows; ; 
all were to have their fortunes made. When the tables were taken away 
the ſoldiers danced. in their armour, with the ladies, as many of them 
as there were, but the diſproportion i in numbers was very great. This 
ſcene was truly ridiculous. I will not mention the names, ſuffice it to 
ſay a fair field was opened for ſatire. Fray De Olmedo thought what 
he obſerved at the feaſt, and in the dances too ſcandalous, and com- 
plained to Sandoval; and the latter directly told Cortes how the reverend 
father was ſcolding and grumbling. Cortes, diſcreet in all his actions, 
then came to him and affecting to diſapprove the whole, requeſted that 
he would order a ſolemn maſs and thankſgiving, and preach a ſermon 
to the ſoldiers on the moral and religious duties. Fra Bartholome was 
highly pleaſed at this, thinking it had originated ſpontaneouſſy from 
Cortes, and not knowing that the hint had been given him by Sandoval. 
Accordingly, the crucifrxes and the image of our Lady were borne in ſo- 
lemn proceſſion, with drums and ſtandards; the litany was ſung during 
the ceremony, Fra Bartholome preached and adminiſtered the ſacrament, 
and we returned thanks to God Mr our victory, _ 

Ss Cortes 
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Cortes now took leave of his allies, the Tlaſcalan chiefs, aid alſo 
of Suchet otherwiſe Don Carlos, a very brave man, as was another, 4 
captain of ſome city near the lake the name of which I forget; but he 
did wonders, Many others who had rendered us moſt important ſervi- 
ces departed at the ſame time. Cortes diſmiſſed them all to their homes 
with many embraces, thanks, and compliments, % promiſin g that he 
would ſoon make them rich, and great lords, and give them lands and 
vaſſals, ſo that they took their departure in high ſpirits.” They had 
however ſecured ſomething more ſubſtantial than "promiſes, for they 
were well loaden with the plunder of Mexico, nor were they. behind the 


enemy in their cannibal feaſts, carrying with them portions' preſerved, | 
to ſupply theix friends on ar r return 1 home. $6070 GON me lorry © 
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Now chat I am paſt theſe fi urious combats, PER: which; prai- 
ſed be God he was Pleaſed to conduct me fafe, I have to mention a cer 

tain particularity relative to myſelf, and it is this. When I faw the fa- 
crifice of our ſeventy two countrymen, and their hearts taken out and 
offered to the war god of the Mexicans, I had a ſenfation- of fear. Some 
may conſider this as want of firmneſs ; but if they weigh it duly, they 
will find that it was in truth the reſult of too much courage, which 
cauſed me to ran into extreme and uncommon: dangers; for in that day 

9 conſidered myſelf a moft valiant ſoldier, and was ſo eſteemed by all; 
and was uſed to do that which was attempted by the boldeſt, and I was 
always under the eye of my captain. As I have before obſerved, when 
I ſaw my companions ſacrificed, their hearts taken out palpitating, and 
their legs and arms cut off and eaten, I feared it might one day or other 
be my own lot, for they had me in their hands twice, but it was God's 
will that I ſhould eſcape; but I remembered, and thought on what I 
had ſeen,, and from this time I feared that cruel death; and this I men- 
tion, becauſe before L went into battle, I felt a great depreſſion and un- 
caſineſs about my heart, and then recommending myſelf to God and his 
bleſſed mother our Lady, the inſtant I was engaged with the enemy it | 
left me. Still I am ſurpriſed: that it came upon me when I ſhould have 
felt more valiant than ever, on account of the many battles in which 1 
t | had 


6 317 ) 
had bern ed. But I declare 1 never knew what fear was, until 


I faw the maſſacre of the ſeventy two ſoldiers. Let thoſe cavaliers who 


have been in deſperate battles and mortal dangers now decide what was 
the cauſe of my fears; I ſay that it was exceſs of courage; and for this 
reaſon; that I knew the greatneſs of the danger into which I was deter- 
mined to go, and knowingly, and voluntarily, encountered it. Many 
engagements are related in my hiſtory beſides thoſe I was at; but if my. 
body were of iron, I could not have been at all; and I was much of- 


tener wounded than whole. 


I muſt lo that the Mexicans did not kill our ſoldiers . but 
wounded, and carried them off, to facrifice alive, to their gods. 
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| Troyjelion and occurrences in New Spain ſubſequent 
to the conqueſt. 


N 


Apia; the conqueſt, as ; as Cortes had leiſure 12 turn his 
mind to objects of police and internal regulation, he directed that the 
aqueducts ſhould be reſtored, and the city cleared of the dead, ſo that 
within two months it might be inhabited as before. The palaces and 


1 houſes he ordered to be repaired, and pointed out that part which was 


to be inhabited by the natives, and that which was to be reſerved. for 
the 5 mee „ „ . 


'Guatimotzin now applied i in the name of many. of his principal 


nobility to Cortes, requeſting that he would order ſuch of their women. 
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of rank-aechad- beets. IR by e our faldiers,.. to. > be. delivered. to. theks, bu. 


bands, and fathers. The general found ſome difficulty in this, but 
agreed to permit them to make ſearch, and ſuch as withed to return, he 
aſſured them that he would cauſe to be given up. They ſearched 


through every houſe, A + though the onen hid the lves they found 


many, but very few were inclined fo return; they clared that they 
deteſted the idolatry of their countrymen, and in addition they were 
many of them pregnant, ſo that of the whole number three only went 


back to their families. 
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city, ſo ſituated as to include our flotilla, Alvarado was to the beſt of 


my knowledge appointed alcalde; until the arrival of Salazar de la Pe- 


drada. All the gold, ſilver, and jewels, which were now collected in 


Mexico, amounted to the paltry ſum of three hundred and eighty thou- 


ſand crowns. It was reported that Guatimotzin had thrown great 


quantities into the lake four days before the ſurrender of the town, and 
it was well known that a conſiderable ſhare had fallen to our allies, and 
to thoſe who ſerved on board the fleet. Cortes was not ſorry to think 


Guatimotzin had it concealed, in hopes of obtaining it all for himſelf. 
It was then propoſed t to put both Guatimotzin and his confidential friend 
the prince of Tacuba to the tort ure, to extort confeſſioii from them; this 


was certainly very contrary to the inclination and diſpoſition of Cortes, 
who could not approve of ſuch an act of cruelty being committed on a 
perſon ſo diſtinguiſhed: as Guatimotzin; one who was abſolute monarch 


of a country. three times larger than Caſtile. - In anſwer to all enquiries 


the king's officers proteſted that there was no more than what had been 


: produced, which when melted and run into bars did not exceed three 
hundred and eighty thouſand Crowns. From this the fifth for the Em. 


Peror and another for Cortes were. deducted ; What remained did nöt at 


all ſatisfy thoſe of the conquerors of Mexico who were hot before frierids 
to Cortes. They ſuggeſted to the treaſurer Alderete that the general 


objected to Guatimotzin being tortured, in order to get the gold him- 


ſelf. Cortes Was therefore obliged to leave the unfortunate king at their 
- diſpoſal, 
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diſpoſal, as well as the Jard of Taciba. What this ae proceſs 
extorted from them was, a. confeſſion that they had, four days previous 
to the ſurrender, thrown: treaſure into the lake, and alſo the.muſquets; | Fi 
bows; and other arms taken from us in our flight, and in the laſt. defeat -. 
of Cortes. The place which Guatimotzin pointed out was ſearched by | - 
the beſt ſwimmers,” to no effect whatever. In a deep pond at his pa- l = 
lace was found a ſun of ſolid gold, ſimilar to that which Montezuma 
had given us, with many ornaments of ſmall value, the private pro- * 

perty of Guatimotzin. On the torture the Prince of Tacuba declared 

that he had gold at ſome large houſes he poſſeſſed four leagyes from.the . © 
| town of Tacuba, and that, if there, he would point out to us where jt 
was buried. Alvarado and fix ſoldiers whereof I; was one accompanied 
him thither; by when we arrived he declared he had ſaid ſo in hopes of 
dying on the road, for that he had no treaſure whatever ; ſo we remain- 
ed without any more gold to melt. The fact is that the treaſury- was 
diminiſhed to a mere trifle before it came into Guatimotzin's hands; and 
I and many others who ſaw it at firſt knew it appeared to be then worth 
twice what it was when brought out to have his Majeſty" s ſhare deduCt- 
ed: I obſerved many articles of remarkable and curious workman- 
thip miſſing at that time; they were taken for the public ſervice. 


\ 


1 and ſeveral good divers Seel that part of the lake which had. 
been pointed out by Guatimotzin, and we found ſome pieces of gold of | in 
little value, which were immediately claimed by Cortes and Alderete. 9 
They alſo ſent down perſons and were themſelves preſent, but all they 
obtained amounted to leſs than the value of ninety crowns. This made 
us very penſive and grave, when we found what mere trifles our ſhares {10 
as they were called came to. For this reaſon Fra Bartholome, and | . 
other cavaliers and captains, repreſented to Cortes that it would be beſt 
to divide that which fell to the lot of the whole army, among the 5 

wounded, the halt, the blind, the deaf, the ſcorched, and the ſick; | 
and that thoſe who had eſcaped ſound would renounce their claims. — 
This they ſaid upon an expectation that it might draw out ſome of the 

treaſure which they ſuſpected was concealed. Cortes replied that he 


1 —— would 
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e 
would enquire, and rectify all. Our captains and ſoldiers were then 
curious to know what the ſhares came to for each man. On caſting it 
up-it appeared, that to each horſeman there came one hundred crowns, 


and to each infantry ſoldier I forget how much, but no one would ac- 
cept it. This did not quiet the ſoldiers; they murmured loudly and 


accuſed the treaſurer. He to exculpate himſelf ſaid, that they ſhould 
blame Cortes, who had taken out a ſecond fifth for himſelf, and alſo a 


deduction for loſs of horſes, and had retained from the common ſtock 


many pieces of wrought gold to ſend to his Majeſty. The ſoldiers of 
Narvaez who never liked Cortes thoroughly, would not take their pal- 


try ſhares, and as Cortes now lodged at Cuyoacan, in large buildings 
with white walls, very well adapted for ſcribbling on, there appeared 


every morning libels-againft him in proſe or verſe. The idea of one of 
them was, that as the planets ſometimes went a little oy of their courſe, 


but by the order of nature ſpeedily reverted to it again, ſo it was with 


Cortes and his ambition. Another ſaid we were ble conquered by 


Cortes than Mexico by us, and that we were not the victors of New 


Spain, but the vanquiſhed of Cortes. Some ſaid that he had taken his 
fifth as general, and a ſecond as king; and others again that Velaſquez 


had incurred all the expence, and Cortes reaped all the profit. I recol- 
lect the words of one only: they were | 


Que triſte 4 0 alma mea, Þ 
« Haſta que la 425 vea, * 

Many were written in kick a ſtile as is not fit for me to relate, and 
ſome had a turn and witty point in them which I am not able to give. 
Cortes was a poet, and prided bimſelf on giving anſwers i in that way 
to ſuch complimentary addreſſes as he received; he alſo uſed to reply i in 
pointed epigrams to theſe paſquinades which grew every day more in- 
decent. One day obſerving the walls covered with them he wrote, 4 
white wall is paper for fools.” Next morning was found added, and for 


truths.” At length Fra Bartholome told Cortes the thing was going too 


Wh far 
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* How anxious I am for a partition of plunder!! 


* 
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| "ay and adviſed him to, atk is which be a by threats of wed 2 
r | 


| - Anand the e foldiers af our ey very — debts were . 1 


a croſs-bow was ſold for fifty crowns, a muſquet coſt one hundred, a 


| horſe eight hundred, one thouſand, and even more; and every thing - 
elſe was in proportion. Then our ſurgeon Maeſtre Juan charged high, 
as did a Doctor Murcia who was an apothecary and barber. There were 


beſides various other money traps, all which were to be ſatisfied out of 
our dividends. This required ſome regulation: Cortes accordingly. ap- 


pointed Sancta Clara, a very honorable perſon, and one Lerena, to ap- 


preciate each claim, which was to be paid according to their award, 


within two years. The value of the gold was alſo altered by increaſing 
the alloy; this was intended to ſerve us in our dealing with the mer- 


chants from Europe or Cuba, but it had a contrary effect, as they were 
prepared, and added twice as much to the price of their goods. The 
alloy was copper, called here Tepuzque; for which reaſon we call any 
one of an inferior degree t to another of the ſame name, Don Juan, or 
Don Alonzo Tepuzque, or the copper Don Juan &c. The abuſes re- 
ſulting from this being made known to his Majeſty, he was pleaſed to 
forbid the currency of this baſe metal, ordering it to be taken in duties 
until it was all drawn over to Caſtille, and that no more of it ſhould be 
made. At this time two eue were han Aged. Þ here VO DOI: baſe 
metal with the legal mark. 5 | | 


1 have digrelſed far ſorne.t time ng . will now return to che 


thread of my narrative. Cortes, as s the beſt way to get rid of trouble- 
ſome companions and demands, determined now to ſend out colonies, 
and make ſettlements at convenient ſituations. For this purpoſe Sando- 
val was ordered to Tuſtepeque, and Guacacualco. Juan Velatquez was 
to go to Colima, one Villa Fuerte to Zacatula, Chriſtoval de Oli to 
Mechoacan, (he was at this time married to a Portugueze lady named 
Donna . de Arenje,) and F ranciſco de Orozca to Guaxaca. 
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At his t time he chiefs of the diſtant provinces — not- bring 
cheating to believe that Mexico was deſtroyed: they therefore ſent de- 
putations to aſcertain the truth, and alſo to offer themſelves as vaſſals to 
his Majeſty the Emperor. All made great preſents of gold to Cortes, 
and many eame in perſon, and brought their children to ſee the ſtate of 
that power once ſo feared by them, and uſed to en Wehe en as 
we 5 ” here Troy town ad MOLD Bf hg, o | 9 Bs 


Curious enen will be deſirous to know how | it happened, that the 
conquerors of Mexico who had gone throu gh ſuch dan gers to obtain 
poſſeſſion of that city, ſhould now quit it to ſearch for new ſettlements. 
To this 1 reply, that the books which contained the accounts of Mon- 
tezuma's revenues were examined to find from whence the gold, 
and other valuable articles of tribute, ſuch as cacao, and cotton manu- 
factures 5 were ſent; and it was to; theſe productive diſtricts that we 
wiſned to go. Ef pecially, we were led by the example of Sandoval; 
who being known to be the particular friend of Cortes, it was not to be 
fuppoſed would go upon an unprofitable enterpriſe. We alſo faw that 
the vicinity of the city of Mexico had neither mines, plantations, nor 
manufactures, but was intirely occupied by the cultivation of maize, 
and of maguey. This we thought did not afford us proſpects ſuffici- 
ently advantageous, and we went to other places where we were ſadly 
diſappointed. I waited upon Cortes' to requeſt permiſſion to attend San- 
doval ; brother B. Diaz del Caſtillo” faid the general to me, by my con- 
++ ſcience you will find yourſelf miſtaken ; you had better ſtay with me, 
but if you are determined on going with your friend Sandoval, go in 
God's name; I will always do my utmoſt to take care of you, but 1 
tell you that you will repent of it.” All the gold remained with the 

Emperor's officers, the ſlaves having been purchaſed by the ſoldiers ac- 
cording to their valuation at a public fale. The detachments were ſent 
out to- colonize the provinces at different periods, for two months after 
the capture of Mexico; however I will not any farther particularize 
them, not to treſpaſs unneceſſarily on my reader $ time. 
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At this time 100 at the port of Villa Rica Chriſtoval le Tapia, 
bk of the Iſland of St. Domingo, with a commiſſion to take upon 
him the government of New Spain, by order of his Majeſty, and un- 
der the direction of the Biſhop of Burgos. He brought with him letters 
from the ſaid Biſhop of Burgos to Cortes and many others of his army, 
| recommending him, to be honoured by us as governor of New Spain, 
and beſides thoſe which were cloſed and ſealed, he had alſo with him 
letters filled up and which he Was authoriſed to addreſs as he ſaw. occa- 
fion for his own intereſt, / Great promiſes were held out to ſuch as 
would come over to the new governor, and violent threats of puniſh- 
ment to thoſe who made any oppoſition to him. Tapia firſt preſented 
his commiſſion to Alvarado, then commandant in Villa Rica. Alvara- 
do received it with the higheſt reſpect, and ſaid that as he was not able 
of himſelf to decide any thing, it would be neceſſary to aſſemble the 
alcaldes and regidors of the town, to have the commiſſion verified be- 
fore them, and alſo to prove the manner in which it had been tranſ- 
mitted, that they might know for a certainty that it came in a proper 
form from his Majeſty's hand. This did not exactly agree with the 
views of Tapia. Being adviſed to proceed to Mexico and produce his 
commiſſion to Cortes himſelf, he forwarded the letter of the biſhop, 
and alſo wrote to Cortes upon the ſubject of his miſſion. The ile of 
the letters was ſmooth and perſuaſive, . but the anſwer of Cortes was ten 
times more ſo. Cortes immediately ſent expreſſes to. ſome of the differ-" 
ent officers he had detached, ordering them to go and meet Tapia. who 
had already ſet out for Mexico, but was, in conſequence of the direc- 
tion of Cortes, met on the road by Alvarado, Sandoval, De Soto, Val- 
denegro, Captain Andres de Tapia, and the reverend father Fra Malga- 
rejo. Theſe gentlemen with much compliments and ceremony, induced 
Chriſtoval de Tapia to go to Cempoal; they there requeſted: to ſee his. 
commiſſion, which being verified, and acknowledged, they. placed it 
on their heads i in token of reſpect and ſubmiſſion ; but in regard to the 
admitting him as governor by the virtue of it, that was. quite another 
affair; it was firſt neceſſary to know what his ' Majeſty's pleaſure. was. 
Kling the affairs of New Spain, the true ſtate of which had been. 
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Eh concealed from him by the Biſhop. of Burgos, who did it to ſerve his 
5 own private views; and to favor Velaſquez: and Tapia, qne of hom 
he intended ſhould marry his niece. By all this 1. was pretty evident to 
Sifappointident affected bim to that * chat he fell ſick; Our cap | 
tains wrote to Cortes letting him know all that had paſſed, and recom- 
mending him to ſend a good quantity of golden ingots, and try their 
effect in mollifying the fury of the would-be governor. Theſe arrived 
by the return of the expreſs, and with them they boughe from him 
ſome negroes, three horſes, and one of his ſhips 1 in tha other Tapia 
embarked himſelf, and ſet fail for the Hand of St. Domingo, where 
he was very ill received by the court of royal audience and the brothers 
of the order of Jeronymites, he having undertaken the buſineſs contrary 
to their expreſs command; but they would not exert their power far- 
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{have formerly made mention of ſome particulars relative to an 
expedition ſet on foot by one Garay. It was to colonize and ſettle upon 
the river of Panuco. Cortes had received intelli gence of it; and reſolv⸗ 5 
ed to anticipate him by ſending thither a party for the ſame purpoſe; 
He alſo now again fent Rangel to Villa Rica as commandant, and or. 

dered Narvaez to be ſent to him at : Cuyoacan, where he reſided until 
the palace which he was to inhabit in Mexico was tornpleated. .. Phe 
reaſon he ſent for Narvaez was this; he was told that the latter had held 
a converſation with Tapia, in which he adviſed him to quit the country 
on as good terms as he could get, and go to his patron the Biſhop of 
Burgos in Caſtille, to lay the whole ſtate of affairs before him; telling 
him alſo to profit by the example which his mis fortunes ſet him, as, if 
he ſtaid, he certainly would be put to death, and that ſucceſs attended 
all the meaſures of Cortes. When Narvaez was brought before Cortes, 
he fell on his knees and attempted to kiſs his hand, but our general 
would not permit it; he raiſed, and embracing Narvaez, W him 
with all reſpect and regard, and made him fit by his ſide. 
| | | " Cuts 
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Sassen now proceeded to take his reſidence in the city of Mexico. 


tHe divided the ground into lots for the churches in the firſt place, then 


for the monaſteries, the public buildings, and ſquares. He divided the reft 
of the ground among the inhabitants that were to be, and not to waſte 
mbre time upon the ſabject, all thoſe who have ſeen the preſent city of 


Mexico agree, that re l is not in Chriſtendom one more POP, 
krger, or For vu. 
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While Gore was » thas 1 intelie gence arrived that . pro- 
vince of Panuco was in arms. They are a warlike people, very nume- 
rous, and having rebelled, had killed many ſoldiers of the party which 
Cortes had ſent to form a colony there. He reſolved therefore to go 
thither in perſon: indeed all his captains were now abſent on different 
duties. Our numbers had by this time received a conſiderable rein- 
forcement as well of thoſe who had come with the veedor Tapia, as of 
ſuch as had been on the expedition to Florida with Vaſquez de Aillon, 
and of many others lately arrived from the iſlands. He left a good gar- 
riſon in Mexico under Diego de Soto, and ſet out on his march with 


one hundred and thirty: cavalry, two hundred and fifty infantry, and 
ten thouſand Mexicans. Juſt at this time De Oli returned from Me- 


choacan which he had reduced to a ſtate of ſubmiſſion and peace, bring- 


ing with him the principal chief and ſeveral others, and a quantity of 


gold. This expedition to Panuco was very expenſive; Cortes applied 
for a reimburſement from the crown, which could not be acceded to; 
his Majeſty? s officers objected that it was undertaken on a private ac- 
count, to prevent the eſtabliſhment of a colony by Garay, and not for 
the public ſervice. When he arrived at Panuco he found the people ve- 
ty rebellious. In the-courſe of a few days he had two battles, in which 
he loſt three ſoldiers, four horſes, and above one hundred Mexicans. 


The number of the enemy amounted to above ſeventy thouſand warri-. 


ors, but it was God's will that we ſhould obtain the victory, with ſuch 
a. ſlaughter of the rebels as deprived them of all thoughts of making any 
head for the preſent. Theſe people are called the Guaſtecas, and Na- 
guatecas. After the laſt battle Cortes again ſent to ſummon them to 
ſubmiſſion. 
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5 . vo went with one © half of his troops. to ths river: er Chila, ; 
to  rotluge the Indians on. the oppolite fide. He ſummoned. them; but 
they murdered his meſſengers. | He then paſſed over. one hundred and. 
fifty infantry, and fifty cavalry, during the night. The enemy on their 
landing fell on them in great numbers, but they were ſoon driven from 
the field, and our troops advancing took their quarters in a town where 
they found plenty of proviſions. In the morning ſome of them enter- 
ing the temple found remains of the bodies and clothes of our, country- 
men; ſome of our ſoldiers thought they recogniſed the features of their 
friends, and it was e n to all; heir remains we care- 
N collected and buried. Ell eee e ee 


5. 


Boon this 3 our. 8 and; to Ps wy where an 
out t party: reported, that great bodies of the enemy. were poſted in con- 
cealment in the houſes to fall upon our people when the cavalry had 
diſmounted; their plan being diſcovered failed of ſucceſs, bur they, 
fought valiantly for half an hour, and three of our ſoldiers died afters, 
wards of their wounds. Theſe people contrary to the general practice 8 
of Indians, rallied no leſs than three times. On the enſuing day our 
ſoldiers ſcoured the neighbourhood, and entering ſome towns which 
had been abandoned, found a quantity of earthen veſſels, full of the 
wine of the country, in cellars under ground. After a ſtay of five days 
they returned to the river of Chila. Cortes now again ſummoned them, 
to ee at returned for anſwer that they: would, come within n 
1901 to en cha, and 2 a Pos ad; — nights oa a 
large body of Mexicans, he ſent them acroſs a lake to one of the enemy's, 
largeſt towns, which they totally deſtroyed.” This brought i in moſt of 
that country to ſubmit, Cortes founded a town of one. hundred and 


thirty houſes, fixty t three of the inhabitants whereof were ſoldiers. He 
named 
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N it Villa de St. Eſtevan del Puerto. It is fituated abaut a league 
from Chila. He allotted to it all the neighbouring diſtricts which had 
ſubmitted, and gave the command to Pedro Valego. Cortes was in- 
formed that three diſtricts which had been concerned in the murder of 
many Spaniards, but which had been now received under allegiance, in- 
tended to fall on this poſt as ſoon as he quitted the country. He in 
conſequence marched againſt them and 5 their & tOWNS, but naher 
ſoon staben them | _— 


HOSES 
1 
T * * 
V 


5 velſe which Cortes had hed | to come to him with * 
int neceſſaries was at this time loſt in ſome ſtrong _ from the nord, 


n the new ſettlement was much diſtreſſed, | 


ue on his return to Meaning was intent of depredations c com- 
melted on the peaceable diſtricts, by ſome of the inhabitants of the. 
neighbouring mountains, whom he determined to chaſtiſe in his way, 
but they anticipated him, by falling upon his rear and robbing the bag- 
gage in a bad paſs; our allies the Mexicans made them pay well for 
this inſult, and two of their chiefs were hanged. . Cortes then ordered 
| hoſtilities to ceaſe, and the people, on being ſummoned, came in and 
fubmitted. In the place of the chief, who was executed, Cortes ap- 
pointed his brother, after which he procceded to Mexico. In all the 
| provinces of New Spain none was ſo bad for ſavage and evil manners, 
as that of Panuco. They made human facrifices, and were cruel to an 
exceſs, drunkards, filthy, and wicked, with thirty other turpitudes. 
They were puniſhed with fire and ſword two or three times, and greater 
misfortunes befell them when Nuno de Guzman came to. be their go- 
vernor, for he made them all ſlaves, and ſold them in the iſlands, 


Alonzo de Avila whom J have formerly mentioned, was now re- % 
turned with powers from the court of royal audience and the brothers of 
the order of St. Jeronymo, whereby we were authoriſed to purſue out. 
conqueſts, to mark ſlaves, and to make ſettlements according to the AP A 
3 8 in the Iſlands of Hiſpaniola and Cuba. They alſo ſent a report 
Uu 3 of 
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e 
of what ſteps they had taken, to Caſtille. His Majeſty was then in 
Flanders, where it was laid before him. Had De Avila been here at 
the time of Tapia's arrival he might have been very troubleſome, for he 


was an adherent of the Biſhop of Burgos, and had been bred up in "EY 


houſe. For theſe reaſons, and by the advice of Almedo, Cortes to put: 


kim in good humour gave him the diſtrict of Guatitlan, ' one of the 


richeſt in that country. He alſo preſented him with a conſiderable 
quantity of gold, and a much greater of kind words and promiſes, by 
which he won him ſo completely over to his intereſt that he afterwards 
fent him as his agent to Caſtille; at which time ſeveral gigantic human 
bones were tranſmitted, together with a quantity of gold, - pearls, and 
valuable jewels. The bones were found in a temple at Cuyoacan ; they 
were prodigiouſly large, and ſimilar to thoſe which we had procured in 
Tlaſcala and ſent to Caſtille. The agents alſo brought over with them 
three tigers, and many other things of a curious nature, which I do 
not recollect. One part of their buſineſs was to tranſmit memorials to 
his Majeſty from the council of Mexico, and from us the conquerors 


of New Spain, requeſting that he would ſend us over holy men of good: 


life and example, as biſhops and clergymen. Alſo, praying, that in 
conſideration of our meritorious ſervices, all offices of honour. and emo- 
lament ſhould be given amongſt us, andthe government: to Cortes, as 


| the only fit and proper perſon. Alſo that his Majeſty would be pleaſed 
not to ſuffer any ſcholars, er men of letters to come into this country, 


to throw us into confuſion with their learning, quibbles, and books. 
We further repreſented the inſufficiency of Chriſtoval de Tapia, who 
was only ſent by the Biſhop of Burgos to effect a marriage be- 
tween the ſaid Tapia, and the biſhop's niece, Donna Petronila de Fon- 
ſeca. We alſo · deprecated the interference of the biſop in the affairs of 
this country as being obſtructive of our plans of conqueſts for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, adding that we were ready to receive his Majeſty's com- 
mands, proſtrate on the ground, but had thought it our duty to inform 


him of theſe particulars, which had been artfully kept from his know- 


ledge. All this, and more, was repreſented in the fulleſt light, for his 
Nan, 8 information, and to do a the miſrepreſentations of the ſaid 


Biſhop 


/ 


1 


Biſhop of Burgos, whoſe enmity was manifeſtiin: his having — 
ted the Caſa de Contractation of Seville, from ſending us any ſupplies. 
Cortes alſo left nothing i in his inkſtand which could be of ſervice to our 
intereſts, for he wrote a memorial of twenty one pages, which I read, 
and certify to be to the full tenor and effect of what I have related. He 
alſo farther petitioned, that his Majeſty would permit him to go to the 
iſland of Cuba, to apprehend Velaſquez: the governor thereof, and ſend 
him as a priſoner to Caſtille, for the injuries done by him to the gene- 
ral e more ee in i an order to rat Cortes: to 


© 1 17 


— 


$19f! ; . ' 14 


| Our agents ſailed frm, 1 an * Vera — on eee of 
Fonts one thouſand five hundred and twenty two, without any par- 
ticular occurrence on the voyage to the Terceras,' except the breaking 
looſe of two tigers, who wounded ſome failors, and their being obli ged 
to kill the other on account of his ferocity. At the Iſland of Tercera 
Captain Anthonio de Quinones loft his life. He was very amorous, 
and in a quarrel concerning a lady there, as he piqued himſelf upon his 
valor a duel enſued, in which he received a ſword wound on the head, 
and died i in three days. Thus the buſineſs remained in the hands of 


Alonzo de Avila only. As he purſued his voyage to Europe, he fell i in 


with a French privateer commanded by Juan Florin, who made prize 
of him, his ſhip, and all the treaſure. This captain took another ſhip 
from St. Domingo with a valuable cargo of ſugar, and hides, as alſo 


twenty thouſand crowns of gold, and a quantity of pearls, ſo. that he 


returned to France very rich, and made great preſents to the King, and 
alſo to the admiral of France, the people whereof were aſtoniſhed at the 
magnificence of what we ſent to our great Emperor. The King of 
France ſaid that the wealth we ſupplied was ſufficient alone to enable 
our Monarch to wage war-againſt him, and yet Peru was not at this 
time known. It is alſo reported that the King ſent to our Emperor, to 
ſay, that he and the King of Portugal had divided the world between 
them, without giving him a ſhare, and that he deſired to ſee the will 


of our father Adam, to know if he had made them excluſively his heirs. 


Uu 2 Florin 
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rhea in k hic next expedition fell in with a ſtrong Biſcayan ſquadron, 
by which he was defeated and made priſoner, and being tranſmitted to 
Spam, he Was hanged at the [land of Tenerife. Thrus was an 1 & 
kim, ls ſhips, and our treafure, 


Avila was bs a loſe Pisser in Fyinice, but he ſ add in 
e the friendſhip of the officer in whoſe cuſtody he was, and ob- 
tained means of communicating wirh his friends in Spain, to whom he 
tranſmitted all the papers and documents with which he had been en- 
truſted, and which were laid before his Majeſty by the means of the 
licentiate Nunez, couſin to Cortes and relator of the royal council, 
Martin Cortes his father, and Diego de Ordaz. The Emperor was plea- 
{ed on due conſideration to order, that all favor ſhould be nay to 


Cortes, and that farther e ſhould be A e until his Ma- 
1 Be return to ür hare 8 


The welliger of the loſs of the Gifs was received 4 by is 18 2 
moſt ſerious diſappointment. The diftrict of Guatitlan was honorably 
reſerved by Cortes for Avila, notwithſtanding his captivity, and his 


brother ſucceeded to it three years eve Alonzo de Avila bein gt then ap- 
| nn contador of Yucatan. 


The two captains, Sandoval and Alvarado, after ks ſettlement with 


aps, returned to their detachments, and proceeded on their expeditions, 
of eien 1 will now give an account. | . 
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| Expedition _ 6. 4 Sandoval and P. de Atoarado. 


v V. HEN our bre „ (for I went with Sandoval) cirived at Tultepe- 


; que, 1 took. up my lodgings in the ſummit of a tower in a very high 


temple, partly for the freſh air and to avoid the muſquitos which were 
very troubleſome below, and partly to be near Sandoval's quarters: Tt 


was here that ſeventy two foldiers of thoſe who came with Narvaez, 


and fix Caſtilian women had been put to death. The whole province 
on our arrival came in and ſubmitted, except the Mexican chief, who 
had been the cauſe of the deaths of our ſoldiers. Him Sandoval got ar- 
reſted, and he was ſhortly after' executed, being burned alive. There 
were many more as guilty but this example was judged ſufficient. After 
this was done a meſſage was ſent to the Zapotecan mountaineers to come 
in wo ſubmit. Their country is about ten leagues diſtant from Tuſte- 
| On their refuſal an expedition was ordered againſt them, under 
the A of a Captain Brioges, who according to his own account 
had been a great officer in Italy. He marched with one hundred infan- 
try and about the fame number of Indian allies ; the enemy were pre- 
pared for him, and laid a plan for a ſurpriſe, which they effected fo 
completely that they drove our party over the rocks, rolling down to the 
bottom, and above a third of them were wounded, one of whom after- 
wards died. The diſtrict is fo very difficult of acceſs, that troops can 
only paſs in ſingle file, and the climate is very miſty and humid. The 
natives are armed with large lances with an ell of blade, with two. edges 
of ſtone as ſharp as a razor, and pliable ſhiclds which cover the whole 
body. They are very nimble, and give their ſignals by whiſtlings 
which e echo among the rocks with inconceivable ſhrillneſs. This diſtrict 
. 18 
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expedition was ef little uſe, but on the contrary injurious. 
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is called Tiltepeque. After it had been brought to ſubmiſſion the go- 


vernment of it was aſſigned to a ſoldier named Qjeda, who now lives in 
St. Ildefonſo. Sandoval who was a good humoured man began to joke 


with Briones at his return, upon the bad ſucceſs of his expedition, aſk- 


ing him if ever he had ſeen the like in Italy; for Briones was always 
giving accounts how he had ſevered men in two, and cut their heads 


off, &c. He was not pleaſed with Sandoval's jocularity, and ſwore he 


had rather fight the Turks and Moors, than the 3 8 This 


anfeber diſtrict of the Zapotecans which was called — us, * 
people of which were at war with their neighbours, and immediately 
on being ſummoned waited on Sandoval with handſome preſents, and a 
conſiderable quantity of gold partly formed into toys, and the reſt in ten 
little tubes; their chiefs wore very long robes of cotton reaching to the 


feet, richly embroidered, and reſembling the upper robes of the Moors. 


They applied to him for ſome of his ſoldiers to aſſiſt them againſt their 


enemies named the Minxes. This the ſtate of his force did not permit 


him to comply with, but he promiſed to tranſmit an application to Mex- 
ico for a reinforcement for them, and in the interval would ſend ſome of 
his men to ſee the country and the nature of the paſſes; but his real ob 
ject was to examine their mines. Thus he diſmiſſed them all FROM. 
three, ſending ws 'of us upon the buſineſs q have mentions 

There were two of the . name in 1985 3 for we had N | 
Caſtillos in our army. I ho at that time prided myſelf upon my dreſs, 
was named Caftillo ** the gallant.” My nameſake who went on his ex- 
pedition was a man of very flow ſpeech, not replying to a queſtion for 
a length of time, and then he came out with ſome abſurdity ; he was 
named Caſtillo ** the thoughtfull. The other who was very ſmart and 
ready in all he ſaid was called Caſtillo . the prompt.” But to have done 
with our -witticiſms and proceed with my narrative. On our arrival, 
the Indians turned over the earth in three different rivers, and in each 
they found gold, filling four tubes of the ſize of the middle finger with 


it, and with theſe we returned. Sandoval thought that all our fortunes 
were 
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were now „ made; he took a diſtrict to himſclf from which he immedi- 
ately procured fifteen «thouſand crowns. ./ Jo Captain Luis Marin he 
gave Xaltepeque from hence we had obtained the gold. This turned 
out however very indifferently. He gave me a very profitable diſtrict 
there; would to God I had kept it! it conſiſted of three places na- 
med Matallan, Ozotequipa, and Oriaca, where is now the ingenio of: 
the viceroy: but I thought it more conſiſtent with my character to go- 
with Sandoval upon his expeditions. Sandoval called his town Medel- 
lin, after the birth place of Cortes. The river De las Vanderas from 
which the fifteen thouſand crowns were procured is the port, and it was. 
here that the merchandiſe from nn, was ee u Vera er 
became the N 5 oO, 


We now w proceeded on our route fl Danese The province 
of Citla through which we paſſed has the moſt pleaſant climate, and the 
greateſt plenty of proviſions, of any we had ſeen in this continent; its 
extent-is about twelve leagues, in length and breadth, and it is very po- 
pulous. The chiefs immediately ſubmitted. On our arrival at the ri- 
ver of Guacacualco, thoſe of that diſtrict, which is the head one. of all. 
the neighbouring people, on being ſummoned did not appear; which 
we conſidered as a declaration of hoſtility, and ſuch- in, fact: was their 
firſt determination; but after five days had paſſed, they waited on San- 
doval with a preſent of ſome trinkets of: fine gold. By. his directions 
they collected one hundred canoes, in which our troops croſſed the river, 
after we had firſt ſent four: ſoldiers to obſerve and report the ſtate of the 
people. The town which we.founded here we called Del Eſpiritu Santo, 
which ſublime name was given to it becauſe it was on that day we de- 
feated Narvaez; it was alſo our word in the battle, and it was on the 
fame day that we. croſſed this river. Here the flower of our army was 
_ eſtabliſhed} and-it is certain that when we went out to the ſquare: upon 
a feſtival ar review, we muſtered eighty. cavalry; a greater; number in 
proportion than five hundred now, horſes were then ſo ſcarce and dear. 
Sandoval having examined and conſidered the. ſituation of the neigh, 
bouring diſtricts, made repartitions of them as moſt convenient to the 

; different 
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different ſettlements. - The diſtricts he allotted. to his of, catches 
were Guazpaltepeque, Tepeca, Chinanta, the Zapotecas, Copilco, 
Cimatan, Tabaſco, Cachula, the Zoques, Techeapa, Cinacatan, 
the Quilenes and Papanahauſta. We had much trouble afterwards on 
acoount of litigation with Vera Cruz concerning three of them, Guaz- 
paltepeque, Chinanta, and Tepeca; with the town of Tabaſco concern- 
ing two others, Cimatan, and Copilco, alſo with Chiapa concerning 
two, the Quilenes and Zoques, — with St. Idefonſo about the Zapo- 
tecas. I was very ſorry I fixed myſelf here; the lands were very poor, 
and it turned out altogether to my diſadvantage. Still we ſhould have 
done very well had we been left as we were at firſt ; but when the new 
ſettlements were formed our poſſeſſions were cli pped, to accommodate 
them; whereby our colony fell to decay, from being the beſt, and con- 
taining the greateſt number of the generous conquerors of Mexico; but 
it is at . a n of war few ee. 


- 


8 now ena ee of the et of Dota Catalina 
lady of our general Hernando Cortes, and her brother, at the river of 
Aguayalco. La Zambrana alſo and her family arrived with them, and 
Elvira Lopez * the tall,” married to Juan de Palma who was afterwards 
hanged. : We all ſet out to pay our reſpects to theſe ladies, and I recol- 
lect the roads were almoſt impaſſable from the conſtant and heavy rains. 
Donna Catalina and the reſt were eſcorted by us to our town of Guaca- 
cualco, and we ſent word to Cortes of their arrival. After a ſhort ſtay 
with us they ſet out for Mexico. Cortes was very ſorry for their com- 

ing, but he put the beſt face upon it, and received them with great 
pomp and rejoicings. In about three months after the t of Dal, 
na Catalina, we heard of her hoving > died of an as. 


| Villafuens who hail Sap ſent to agua: we Almen Chico who 

had alſo gone to Colima, were unſ ucceſsful in their endeavours to bring 
thoſe provinces into ſubmiſſion. Cortes then ſent a party thither com- 
manded by Chriſtoval de Oli; the natives attacked him on his march, 
killing two of his ſotdiers; but he reached the ſtation of Villafuerte who 
_ Was 
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| wits a t te aon of it, an the enemy had even killed four of his 

mem in the town, De Oli however before he departed reduced both 
| theſe difricts to ſübfriten. I. de not know what became: of Captain 

Juan Alvarez, but I believe he was killed in ſome of the actions with 
the natives at this time. De Oli returned to Mexico, but had hardly 
got there when intelligence arrived of three provinces being again in re- 
bellion. Sandoval had at this time arrived: at Mexieo- with the ladies. 
Cortes ſent him with a ſmall party of our veterans to take theſe diſtricts 
into his harids, Which he did, and Puniſhed, and regulated r in 
f. uch a manner, that'v we e no more of their being refractory. 
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N Several of che Alrickt fabje@t 1 W rebelled: on be b the. 

parture of Sandoval, killing the Spaniards employed in the manage- 
ment of tlie tribute; amongſt others were the Xaltepeque Zapotecas, 
Citnatan, and Copileo; the firſt of which is diffieult of acteſe on ac- 
count of its mountains, the two others on aceolint of lakes and marſſies, 
and they h were not Hon rod to No waits Yue” 9 775 me K none diffi- 
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At Fs + tine a. white Captain 1 Las Marin was taployed & in 
bj gating theſe diſtricts, arrived at our ſettlement in a ſmall veſſel 
which came up to the town, Juan: Buons the Biſcayan. He immedi- 
ately ſummoned us all to a meeting, Where, after ſome compliments on 
both fides, he opened his buſineſs to us, which was, to induce us to 
accept as governor C hriſtoval de Tapia, of whoſe return to St. Domin- 
g Buono was ignorant. Large offers were made by the Biſhop of Bur- 
gos in unaddreſſed letters, which Buono had a diſcretionary power of 
directing to ſuch as would ſupport his views. Theſe he accordingly 
ſent to ſuch as he found to hold: offices; I was offered a regidor's place. 
When Buono heard that Tapia was no. longer in the country: he was very 
much diſappointed. We referred him to Cortes at Mexico, 'whither he 
went; I do not know what paſſed between them, but I believe Cortes 
vi n RR to Caſtile wr ans wy in his e. 
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cans. They applied very earneſthy/ for our affiſta 
which was in hoſtility to them, named likewiſe the Tutepeques, whom 
they repreſented as poſſeſſing a very rich country. Accordingly. in the 
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Amongſt others who evurtad, the alliance of the Spaniards; Her "= 
conqueſt of Mexico, were the people called the Tutepeque Zapoter 
ance againſt a nation 


year one thouſand five hundred and twenty two, Alvarado, by the or- 
der of Cortes, marched from Mexico with one hundred ang. ichen ſol⸗ 
diers, infantry and cavalry, with an order to take twenty more in his 
march to the province of Guaxaca, and alſo to viſit certain rocky diſ- 
tricts ſaid. to be in rebellion. He was forty days upon his route from 
Mexico to Tutepeque; on his arrival he was hoſ pitably received, and 
lodged in the moſt populous, part of the city, where the houſes: join- 
ed, and were roofed with ſtraw, zit not being the cuſtom of that 
country to have terraces on their houſe-tops „ as the climate is very ſul- 


try. By the adviee of Olmedo it was determined that our troops ſhould 


remove to a more open part of the town, leſt, in caſe of any een 
on the part of the people, their quarters ſhould be ſet. fire to. V 

they were fixed the chief of the town brought them proviſions, and 
every day ſome rich preſent of. gold. Alvarado deſired a pair of ſtirrups 
of this metal, which was done according to the pattern. In a few days 
after, the chief was made priſoner, on, an information from the Indi- 
ans: of Teguantepeque, ; who were in hoſtility. to theſe, of his intention 
to burn the Spaniards-in the quarters which they had firſt aſſigned. to 


them in the temples.. Some of the Spaniards ſay, it was to 


extort gold from him; however it was, he died in priſon, after Alva- 
rado had got from him to the value of thirty thouſand erowns. Appa- 
rently his death was owing. to. vexation, though Fra Battholome did 
what he could to conſole and encourage him. His. ſon was permitted 
to ſucceed him in the chieftainry. Alvaradlo obtained from him more 
than he had got from the father, and then proceeded to | eſtabliſh, a co- 
lony which he named Segura, as · the Galowiits were ham am 8 
aca, named by u us TOS: N e ee GE. 
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Alvenngo then ſet out on his return, whth all his wealth; for Cortes 
had 


( 339 ) 

had written to him. to Ne what he could, to ſend to Caſtille. 
The ſoldiers being thus e om any, ſhare, ſome of them formed 
a conſpiracy to aſſaſſinate 7105 Wa hd his brothers. They were prin- 
cipally muſqueteers and croſsbo w. men: A ſoldier of the name of Tri- 
be attempted. The reverend father havin, g called Alvarado aſide, and 
informed him of what he had heard, at the hour of veſpers, when the 
latter was riding out in company with ſeveral of the conſpirators, and 
paſſing by ſome houſes. he ſaid to them, gentlemen 1 am ſuddenly 
7 Law” ill with a pain in my ſide, let us return, and call: a barber to bleed | 
n his arrival he immediately ſent for his brothers. < George. and 
| oo together with the alcaldes and alguazils, He then ordered 
therm to arreſt the aſſaſſins, two, of whom were hanged; one was na- 
med Salamanca; he en a pilot. The other was called Barnardino 
Levantiſco. They both died like good chriſtians, the reverend father 

- viking great pains | to bring them to a due ſenſe of their ſituation, 
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8 now. v. turned to 1 leaving : 4 1 in this place; RS i 
but when the coloniſts found that the gold had been drawn away, that iti 
the climate was hot and unhealthy, and infeſted; with muſquitos, bugs, 1 


and other vermin, and that they and their ſlaves were dying faſt, they 1 
determined to abandon it, ſome going to Mexico, and ſome to other 
places. Cortes on hearing of the ſettlement beinę 8 thus renounced, cau- 
ſed an enquiry to be ſet on foot, and found that it had been determined 

by the alcaldes and regidors i in council, for which he condemned them 

| to ſuffer death, which was afterwards mitigated at the interceſſion of | f 
5 Olmedo to baniſhment. Thus fell to the ground the colony of Segura I 
or. Tutepeque, a very fertile country, - but unhealthy. The cruelty and 4 
extortion of Alvarado alienated the minds of the people, and they threw 1 
of their allegiance; but that officer returning thither brought them Again 5 1 
to ſuimiſdden, and they afterwards eie peaccable, 25 apt dy = 
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1 1 H AVE at mids 6 wention of F. 4 ee hs wis ewe 
| | of the Iſland of Jamaica. When he heard of the riches that Radl been 
acquired here by Diego Velaſquez; and of the fertile ebuntries which 
had been diſcovered, ſtimulated by his avarice, and encouraged by the 


reflection on his wealth and meant, EA Was e to "oF: hd 5 


Ts, fortune. ; 
33 . 
/ ; ö , 4 * . „ ' a$ £7 1 J 35 * 
8 * z . 44 4 7 * 1 <> { $3 * 
+ £ » & Þ 4. — 4 


. . hf 
CC 
* 


Having en ſent for, and e n Alaminos our prin- 
cipal pilot upon the ſubject, his acoount was fo favorable that he de- 
termined on ſending a confidential perſon « one Juan de Torralva, to ob. 

tain from the Biſhop of Burgos the government of the country about 
| the river Panuco. His application having been ſucceſsful he fent an 
TD armament of three ſhips, with two hundred and forty ſoldliers, under 
the command of Alonzo Alvarez Pinedo or Pineda, which was defeated 


by the Indians of Panto, one d n eſcaping, ind. JOSE g us at 
Villa Pet: . 


 Garay receiving no intbligetts of his Kult armament, ſent a ſecond, 

which alſo arrived at our port; and Having now expended: much trea- 
ſure, and learning the good fortune of Cortes, he was more than ever 

ſtimulated to make exertions. He therefore fitted out a flect of thirteen 

ſhips, and embarked one hundred and thirty ſix cavalry, and eight hun- 

dred and forty foot ſoldiers, moſtly muſqueteers and croſsbow- men. 

The fleet under his command failed from Jamaica in the year one thou- 
ſand five hundred and twenty three, on the day of St. John, and arri- 
— ved 


03 * e 5 
ved weithant any W occurrence at a port called Xigux' in the If 
land: of Cuba. On his arrival here, he learned the news of Cortes having PE 


0 brought the province of Panuco under ſubjection, and that he had ſent 


a petition to his Majeſty to be appointed to the government of it. He 
was alſo told of the heroic actions of Cortes and his companions in 
arms, and of our having defeated Narvaez with only two hundred and 
ſeyenty » ſoldiers. He was therefore ſtruck with awe at the power of our 
chief, and the more ſo when he Was viſited by the Licentiate Zuazo. 
One day diſcourſing with this gentleman on the fortunes of Cortes, he 
expreſſed his apprehenſions of a difference between them relative to the 
government of Panuco, and | requeſted that Zuazo would medi ate with 
Gn. in his favor, to which the other _—_— FE | 


75 


cee aber this, Gary with: his armament et out, and 1 being 
forced by a ſtorm into the river Palmas, he there diſembarked and march- 
&d:for Panuco Knowing alſo that Cortes had made an eſtabliſhment ' 
there, he thought it neceſſary to take an oath of fidelity from thoſe un- 
der his command, and he nominated the officers requiſite for the eſta- 
bliſhment of his colony, which he meant to name the city of Garay- — 


& 


Having advanced for two days march along the fea ſhore through 
an uninhabited and marſhy country, he with his troops arrived at ſome 
villages, whoſe inhabitants received and entertained them hoſpitably, 
but, many of the ſoldiers ſtaying behind, robbed and injured the peo- 1 1 
ple. Garay continued his march and at length arrived at Panueo, which | nf 
the troops had painted to themſelves as the end of their labours, but li 
were ſadly undeceived by finding it almoſt a deſert, for the war of Cor | 
tes had waſted it, or what remained was concealed on the approach of . 
the Spaniards, who found nothing but bare walls, where they were to 
ſuſtain the attack of flies, and vermin of every deſcription. One miſ- 
fortune following another, he could get no intelligence from his fleet, 
but learned by a a Spaniard who having committed ſome crime was a 
NEO ay the Indians, that it had not arrived at the port. The 


/ ſame It 
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fame perſon gave a very. unfavorable account of the country of Panuxo, 
enhancing that of Mexico, and this making a ſtrong impreſſion anithe 


minds of Garay's ſoldiers, they began to diſband, and. SIE eu I 
Maio. robbing the natives in their r. 3 e 
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1 one of his officers named Diego de Ocampo, to ſound the diſpoſi- 
tion of the governor under Cortes in the colony of Santiſtevan, to whom 
he notified the appointment he had obtained from his Majeſty. This 
officer anſwered Garay's meſſage politely, and returned a favorable . an- 

ſwer as to their reception, requeſting that the ſoldiers might not out- 
rage the inhabitants; Pedro de Vallejo, for that was his name, at; the 
ſame time ſent an expreſs to Cortes with Garay's letter, and follicited a 

ftron g reinforcement, or the OE of, Cortes himſelf. r 


5 4 < 


On the colt of the intellie n 8 Vallejo, 7 RE 0 
Fra Bartholome, Alvarado, Sandoval, and Gonzalo de Ocampo, bro- 
ther to the perſon of that name who was with Garay, and entruſted to 
them the inſtructions he had received, whereby his Majeſty's pleaſure 
was ſignified, that all his conqueſts ſhould be left under his command; 
until the matters in diſpute between him and Velaſquez ſhould be 
brought e to an Wes 


F 
_ 


I will now return to my 1 of che . kad hy * who 
advanced with his force into the nei ighbourhoed of St. Eſtevan del Pu- 

erto. On receiving intelligence thereof, Vallejo concetted a plan witn 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, and being guided by five deſer- 
ters who told him that Garay's troops were - ſcattered negligently in a 
large town called Nacoplan, he came upon them by ſurpriſe, and made 
forty of them priſoners, aſſigning as a reaſon, their coming without pro- 

_ ducing any commiſſion, and the — — which they committed on the 


inhabitants. This being reported to Garay, he demanded the priſoners, 
threatening Vallejo with the vengeance: of government. Vallejo replied, 
that when he ſaw his Majeſty s orders he would obey them with all 
humility, 


2 


SF 


1 380 
bunu. nd requeting that they ſhould be ſent to him. At this mo- 


ing at bias time fit alelldz , Games þ in ven ng to remon- 
ſtrate againſt the entrance of Garay's force into that country, and ſeveral 
days were paſſed in remonſtrances and replies. During this time num- 

bers of Garay's ſoldiers deſerted from him; thus he ſaw every day his 
force diminiſhing, and that of Cortes encreaſing. From his fleet he had 
intelligence,” that two. of his ſhips had been loſt in a tempeſt, and that 
the remainder, which were at the mouth of the river, had received and 
rejected a friendly invitation from Vallejo to remove higher up to a place 
of ſecurity, threatening at * lame wag that i in caſe of refuſal he would 
canfidet vans b as . | | 


* } 1 44) I 


* Py « 
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Valles Somit ep to F RON lk the officers of the fleet, 
and having ſucceeded with two of them, they went to the ſhip of the 
commodore Juan de Gryalva, and informed him that he ſhould either 
bring his veſſel into the river, or quit the place entirely. To this Gri- 
jal va only anſwered by diſcharging his artillery, but on the receipt of 
certain letters from Alvarado and Fra Bartholome, accompanied with 
promiſes conveyed by a royal notary he was at laſt induced to accede to 
the firſt propoſition. No ſooner had he brought his ſhip into port than 
Vallejo declared all on board priſoners to his general Cortes; he was 
perſuaded however by Fra Bartholome to give them their liberty, from 
motives of humanity, which as he ſaid was :the method of ng moſt 
epoch to God: ant; to CE, 5 | 


P 


* 


The unfortunate Garay entreated the officers of Cortes to reſtore his 


up his Abende eſtabliſhinent, and 1 88 beſt of Ris way to o the river : : 
Palmas. This propoſal was acceded to, and every meaſure taken to | 
deliver up to him his deſerters, though with little effect; for the ſoldiers . 
— deſpiſed Garay, and as to the oath of ſervice, they ſaid that they had 
complied with it in coming to Panuco. Garay was then in the utmoſt 


. and Rwy — to adopt the meaſure adviſed by the officers of 
Cortes, 


0 


Cortes, in writing to that general, lating his. Gia law pray 2 
his protection in conſideration of their former intimacy, This requeſt 
was acceded to by Cortes, who ſent an invitation to him to coe to 


Mexico. Garay ſet out upon his journey, and when he approached/the — 


city of Mexico, he was met by Cortes at the head of a number of Spa. 
oth gentlemen on horſeback, who conducted him to bis meuly porn | 
palace, and having heard the detail of his diſtreſſes, he premmſeIl 
redreſs, and referred the affair to Era Bartholome, Alvarizlq; and Sans 
doval. Fra Bartholome, to bind Cortes and Garay in ſtronger ties of 
friendſhip propoſed an alliance between the daughter of Cortes, named 
Donna Catalina Cortes or Pizarro, and the eldeſt ſon of Garay, who 
then held a command in his fleet. Cortes accepting the propoſal gave 
his daughter a liberal fortune, — an aſſent to Garay's CEE | 
on the river of Palmas, and a t e to . 8 ene, 
l 511. berg. 
Aki was now candid; to bret with the ein al, ass 
penis for Narvaez to viſit the Iſland of Cuba; for which favor Nat» 
vac was very thankful, and took his leave of Cortes with many pto- 
feſſtons of gratitude and ſervice. As to Garay and his expedition, both 
one and the other approached their end, for he, attending Cortes t 
early mattins, and having walked about the church, and eaten his 
breakfaſt, was ſuddenly ſeized with a pleurify, which after a courſe ol 
bleeding and purging was declated mortal. This was anounced to him 
by Fra Bartholome, who accompanied the fatal news with earneſt ex- 
hortations to him, to advert to the ſtate of his ſoul, and not loſe that 
in the next world, as he had already thrown away his fortune in this. 
Garay was impreſſed by the arguments of the good father, and having 
confeſſed, and had the rites of the church adminiſtered, he made his 
will, leaving Cortes and Fra Bartholome his executors, and in four days 
from the time he was firſt ſeized he gave up the ghoſt. This wWe b- 
ſerve peculiarly to belong to the climate of theſe countries; that | in four 
days pleuriſies are fatal, of which we had many inſtances amongſt our 
ſoldiers, both in Tezcuco and in Cuyoacan. However Garay being 
now dead, God pardon him his ſins! amen. He received an honour- 
5 | | able 


8 0 345 ) 


able funeral, and Cortes and the other officers put themſelves into 


mourning. Thus died Garay in a diſtant country, a ſtrange houſe, and 
far from his wife and children. As to his armament, being now left 


without any head a competition aroſe for the command, between Juan 


de Grigalva, Gonzalo de Figueroa, Alonzo de Mendoza, Lorenzo de 
Alloa, Jy uan de Medina, Juan de Villa, Anthonio de la Cerda, and a 
certain Tobarda the moſt ſcditious fellow in the whole army. The 
young Garay however was ultimately made general, contrary to the in- 


 Clination of every ſoldier; the conſequence of which was, that they ſepa- 


rated in ſmall bodies of fiſteen or twenty, and went through the coun- 


try pillaging as if they. had been amongſt Moors. This enraging the 


Indians they laid a plot to cut all the Spaniards off, which they ſo ef- 
fectually executed, that in a few days they had ſacrificed and eaten more 


than five hundred of Garay's ſoldiers. In ſome towns upwards. of a 


hundred Spaniards were ſacrificed together. In other places they fell on 
and, maſſacred theſe wanderers without reſiſtance, and encouraged there- 


by, they roſe againſt the ſettlement of St. Eſtevan in ſuch numbers, 


that it was with great difficulty they could be kept out of it, nor would 


they have been, but for ſeven or eight of the veterans of Cortes, who 


ſupported Vallejo, a brave man, and experieneed officer. Theſe gallant 
veterans induced many of Garay's Spaniards to abide by them in the 
open field, being obliged to fight three battles, in one of which Vallejo 
was killed, and many were wounded, So deſperate did the Indians 
grow, that one night they killed and burned forty Spaniards and fifteen 
horſes,” and eng; 1 ſoldiers. u were killed Were ſeveral of thoſe 
of Cortes. 31; | | 


oe When ee heard of theſe =o he was exceedin gly diſ- 
pleaſed, and determined to go in perſon to ſuppreſs them; but being at 


that moment prevented, having broken his arm by accident, he dif- 


patched Gonzalo de Sandoval, with one hundred infantry, fifty cavalry, 
two pieces of artillery, and fifteen arcabuſiers, to whom he joined eight 
thouſand Mexicans and Tlaſcalans, with orders not to Tune thoſe diſ- 

| „ 5 tricts 
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| 0 346 | 
tricts until he had ſo completely ſubjugated them, as that it ſhould : not 


be in their power again to make diſturbance, Sandoval was a man who 


did not ſleep at night when on any buſineſs of importance; of courſe 
be made no delay upon his route, towards the enemy, who expected 
him in two narrow defiles, where they had concentrated the whole force. 
of the refractory provinces. Sandoval on learning this divided his force 
into two bodies, and attacked each of theſe poſts, The Indians reſiſted 
with their darts and arrows, whereby many of our ſoldiers were wound- 
ed, inſomuch that he was obliged to halt the body which he command- 
ed in that bad poſition, and ſend orders to his other detachment to do 

the fame for that night. The Indians retaining their firſt poſition, San- 
doval recalled his detachment, and began his retreat towards Mexico. 
When the enemy perceived this, they thought themſelves conquerors, 
and begau to follow and furround the Spaniards from all. parts, ſhout- 
ing at, and reviling them. This Sandoval ſeemed not to regard, but | 
continued his retreat, by which having completely deceived them, he 
made a ſudden countermarch at midnight, to gain the paſſes. This he 
effected, but not without the lofs of three of his horſes, and conſidera- 
ble danger to his whole army, many of whom were wounded. No 
ſooner were his two columns clear of the defiles, than he perceived in 
front vaſt bodies of Indiaris, who had arrived there that very night, on 
hearing that he had countermarched. He therefore again brought his 
whole force into one body, and perceiving the deſperation with which the 
Indians fought, and that they had actually wreſted the lances out of the 
hands of ſix of his ſoldiers, while his cavalry was compoſed: of men 
unuſed to ſuch ſervice, he gave them full inſtructions how to act, tel- 
ling them not to halt to give thruſts, becauſe the firſt thing 
that the Indian does when. wounded: is, to ſeize the lance. He farther 
directed, that if ſuch. a thing happened, the. ſoldier ſhould: put ſpurs 
to his horſe, and with the lance firmly graſped in his hand, and under 
his arm, weſt ib from the enemy by the force of the horſe. Having 
then placed watches, guards, and patroles, he gave orders: that the ca- 
wy: ſhould remain ſaddled all night, and the troops went to their re- 

| poſe 


a (39 ) 
poſe on the bank of a river. The Mexicans 220 Tlaſealans were poſted 


at a little diſtance, for Sandoval knew by experience, that it the _— | 


Atdckod a in the, night, he 1 be little benefited by 3 


A4 ſoot as ien apgented, 0 put his army inte march, 
but had hardly advanced half a mile when he heard the found of the 


drums of the Indians, and he was ſhortly after fronted by three large 
bodies of their warriors, who attempted to ſurround him. As foon as 


Sandoval perceived this, he made an attack upon them with his cavalry 
in two ſquadrons with ſuch ſpirit that he entirely broke and diſperſed 
them; This was not however effected without the loſs of two ſoldiers 
and three horſes. Our Allies then made conſiderable deſtruction, burn- 
ing all before them, until the army arrived at St. Eſtevan del Puerto. 
The remains of this colofy Sandoval found in a wretched ſtate, and he 


was received as one who ſaved them from deſtruction, and the ſoldiers 
of Garay who were there aſſured him, that the preſervation of what re- 
mained was folely owing to our veterans. Sandoval then divided his 


cavalry, muſqueteers, and croſsbow-men, into different bodies, and 
placed them under the command of the veterans, with orders to carry 
on the war with vigour againſt the neighbouring Indians, and to ſend 


in what proviſions they could collect, for he was unable to go out, in | 
_ conſequence of a bad wound. During three days his parties ſent in a 
number of priſoners of the lower claſs, together with five chiefs, the 


former of whom Sandoval releaſed. He then gave out an order to his 


troops not to ſend in any. but ſuch as had been preſent at, or concerned, 


where the lives ＋ Spaniaits had been loft. 


| Sando now prepared for an expadition agai inſt the enemy, and 
on the day after, marched out with thoſe troops which he had brought 
from Mexico, and by ſkilful theaſures ſucceeded in taking twenty ca- 


ciques, who had commanded where ho leſs than fix hundred Spaniards 


had been put to death. Purſuing mild and ſevere meaſures at the ſame 


time, ning to the circumſtances, he ſummoned the neighbouring 
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9 6 
towns to a treaty of peace. Some acceded to his propoſals, but others 
neglected to attend. With the latter he diſſimulated, thinking it beſt 


not to notice their contumacy, and wrote to Cortes giving a full account 


of what he had done, and deſiring to know how the priſoners ſhould 


be dif] poſed of. Cortes on receiving theſe ſatis factory accounts appoint- 


ed Sandoval to ſucceed Vallejo, as commandant at St, Eſtevan, and in- 


formed him, that for the ſake of juſtice, and to prevent future miſchief, , 


it was neceſſary to puniſh with death thoſe who had been any way con- 
cerned in, or who had abetted the murders of Spaniards, and he gave 
directions to the alcalde Diego de Ocampo, to take the neceſſary ſteps 
againſt them, with orders to execute ſuch as ſhould be legally. oondemn- 
ed. He gave orders that every neceſſary meaſure alſo ſhould be taken 
to conciliate the natives of that province, and that proper ſteps ſhould be 


adopted to prevent any future outrages on the part of Garay's troops. 
Theſe letters, the contents of which were highly ſatis factory to Sando- 


val having reached him, he proceeded conjointly with Ocampo to put 
the orders of Cortes into execution. In two days after their receipt they 
proceeded to the trial of thoſe caciques who were accuſed, and many be- 
ing found guilty by evidence, or their own confeſſion, were put to death. . 

Some were burnt and others hanged; many alſo were pardoned, and 


the diſtricts were given to the children and heirs of ſuch as ſuffered. 


Theſe acts of juſtice being done, Ocampo in compliance with the far- 
ther inſtructions he had received from Cortes, proceeded againſt all thoſe. 


Spaniards who had committed outrages, robberies, or murders; or who, 


going through the country in bands, had invited other ſoldiers to deſert . 


to them; and having ſeized and collected together theſe public diſtur- 


bers, he cauſed them to embark for the Iſland of Cuba. To Juan de 
Grijalva Cortes offered the alternative of accepting a preſent of two 
thouſand crowns, and a paſſage to Cuba, or if he preferred ſtaying in 
the country, an honorable reception at Mexico; Grijalva and all the 


others were anxious however to return and. accordin gy they ſet. fail for 
that iſland. | 


| Sandoval 


( 349 ) 


Sandoval and Ocampo having thus cleared the colony of theſe trou- 
bieſome inmates, returned to Mexico, leaving an officer of the name of 
Vallecillo governor of the ſettlement. On their arrival they were received 
by Cortes and every one there as their ſervices merited, for a general 


apprehenſion prevailed of ſome misfortune occurring on that expedition. 


Such was the ſucceſs of the meaſures purſued as I have above related, 
that there never was another inſurrection in that province. 


The reader has "FIR told how the {cation Focal met with Garay 


in the Iſland of Cuba, and that the latter made preſſing invitations to- 
him to take a part in his expedition. Zuazo agreed to this propoſal, 

and promiſed to follow, as ſoon as he could give up his office. Hav- 
ing effected this he embarked, taking with him two brothers of the or- 


der of mercy, Fra Gonzalo. de Pontevedra, and Fra Juan. de Varillas.. 
Theſe three perſons purſuing their voyage, fell among ſome ſmall iſlands. 
named Las Viboras, very fatal to: veſſels. Here, they were obliged: to 
throw overboard their proviſions, and the pieces of pork attracted a 


number of ſharks, one of which ſeized a ſailor, and tore him to pieces, 
ſo that the whole water round them was diſcoloured with his blood. 
They were then obliged to run the veſſel on ſhore, and in this ſituation 


they were left. Two Indians of Cuba who were with them had the art 


of obtaining fire by rubbing two dry ſticks together; in the ſand they 
found ſome brackiſh water, and a quantity of turtles came aſhore to lay 
their eggs. Thus. they obtained proviſions ſufficient to. ſuſtain thirteen. 
perſons. The ſailors alſo contrived to kill the ſea wolves which in the 
night were frequently found on the ſhore. Amongſt the crew were 


two ſhip carpenters, who. had preſerved their working tools. Out of 
the wreck of the veſſel they conſtructed a ſmall failing boat in which 


three mariners and one Indian embarked. for New Spain, and made the 
port of Calchocuca in the river Vanderas. From thence they went to 
Medellin, and informing the governor of the ſituation in which they 
had left the Licentiate, he ſent a veſſel i in ſearch of them. The veſſel 

arrived. 
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arrived at the iſland but Fra Gonzalo died a few days before. The reſt, 
ſhortly arrived at Medellin; from whence they went to Mexico, 
where they had all reaſon to be ſatisfied with the reception they met 


with we Cortes, who made Zuazo his . major. 
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chAprER iv. 
— under various officers. 


As: the views of Cortes v were 3 lofty. and tending 33 do- 


his captains and ſoldiers, after having eſtabliſhed his power in the great 
city of Mexico, and in Guaxaca, Zacatula, Colima, Vera Cruz, Pa- 
nuco, and Guacaeualco, he learned that in the province of Guatimala, 

there were populous nations, and rich mines. He therefore determined 


country, and having firſt ſent an embaſſy thither, ineffectually, Alva- 
rado at the head of three hundred infantry, and one hundred and thirty 
five cavalry, two hundred Tlaſcalans and Cholulans, and one hundred 
Mexican allies, with four pieces of cannon, was ordered to march to 
that einen. 


PISA gave 8 to Alvizado. that he ſhould if poſſi ble 
bring thoſe nations over to him by peaceable methods, and that Fra 


that all priſons and cages ſhould be broken in pieces, and the priſoners 
ſet at Mr. 


The amo ſet Pen 1 8 on the thirteenth day of De- 
cember, one thouſand five hundred and twenty three. On his march 
Alvarado received the ſubmiſſion of the diſtrict named the rocks of Gu- 
dlamo, and there obtained many rich preſents of Gold. When. the ar- 
my, | Fg the provinces of the Zapotecas of Teguantepeque, and by 
: Soconuſco, 


mination, and as he was well ſupported by the talents and bravery of 


to ſend a force under Pedro de Alvarado, to conquer and colonize that 


Bartholome ſhould preach to them upon the articles of our holy religion; 
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n which laſt place oni inwards of fifteen thouſand hots, 
came into the neighbourhood of a place called \Zapotitlan, at a river | 
over which there was a bridge, they perceived a number of bodies f 
warriors drawn up to diſpute the paſſage with them. An action enſued 
in which many ſoldiers were wounded, and a horſe killed. So nume- 


rous were the Indians, that the Spaniards could not IO or diſperſe 
them without three very hard ugh battles. 5 9388 


From this place Atratads continued his march, under conſtant 
alarms from the neighbouring Indians of Quetzaltenan go, and after ſome 
time he arrived at a defile which aſcends a mountain, for the length of 
about a league and a half. When he arrived at the ſummit, he found 
there an Indian' woman, very fat, and having with her'a dog of that 
ſpecies which they breed in order to eat, and which do not bark. This 
Indian was a witch; ſhe was in the act of ſacrificing the dog, which 
is a ſignal of hoſtility. Shortly after, our army perceived multitudes of 
armed Indians advaneing upon them on all ſides, in a difficult broken 
tract of ground, where the cavalry could not charge. The infantry I 

advanced, but our troops ſoon perceiv ed that theſe Indians acted upon a 
regular plan; for they retreated into the moſt rough and difficult ground. 
where above ſix thouſand of the warriors of Utatlan, which is adjacent 
to Quetzaltenango, fell upon our people. They were howeve rfor the 
preſent put to flight, but ſoon rallied, being reinforced by freſh troops 
in great numbers, who waited our advance, and fought our troops foot 
to foot parties of three or four of them ſeizing a horſe before and behind, 
and endeavouring to pull him to the ground. During this time the ex- 
ertions of Alvarado, and the exhortations of Fra Bartholome, who re- 
preſented to our ſoldiers the ſervice which they owed to God, and that 


they muſt conquer or die, for the extenſion of our holy faith, never 


_ ceaſed; thus animated, our troops completely ſucceeded in diſperſing the 
Indians. They then halted in the field and were unmoleſted by the 


enemy for three days; 3. after which 8 advanced to che town of Quet⸗ 
zaltenan 88. 


| Meaning 


Inning to give ſome __ to. hie troops, Alvarado was diſap- 


Pointed to find that the Indians | were now aſſembled in greater force, 


and determined to attack him in his poſt. On their approach, to- the 
numbet of about ſixteen thouſand, for their army was compoſed of two 
Xiquipils, Alvarado drew out his troops in a plain, and advancing up- 
on the enemy, completely defeated them, with ſuch loſs, that for a. 


long time after, they urin ee under e e Ar- 
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to: Alvarado who received. them kindly, but they had at the ſame time 
arranged a plan for the deſtruction of the Spaniſh force, and it was this. 
Not far diſtant was a place called Utatlan, in a difficult country, and 
ſurrounded: with. defiles, whither they perſuaded him to march, 
and it was determined, % that when the Spaniards were arrived, 
they ſhould be fallen on by £ urpriſe with the forces of both the diſtricts. 
Alvarado marched for Utatlan, but on his arrival remarked the bad ſitu- 
ation of the place. This town was of conſiderable ſtrength, having 
only two gates, to one of which was an aſcent of about five and twenty 
ſteps, and the other opened to a very pad and broken cauſeway. The 
ſtreets were very narrow, and the houſes joined; and in caſe of being 


attacked, the ground about the town was unfit for cavalry. The Spa- 


niards obſerved alſo that the women and common people had | diſappeared; 
and: ſome Indians of the place which they had left told them, that warri- 
ors were poſted in ambuſcade round the town, which it was intended 


that ni 15 to {et Hi: tan and that; was to be a fignal for a n 
el V 


"Alva hears 1 his troops under arms, , and marthed, 
out into the open country, telling the caciques that it was to give his 
horſes graſs. . They did not ſeem: pleaſed with this change, and as ſoon 
as Alvarado had his troops clear of the town he ſeized the cacique who 


governed it, and reproaching him for his treaſon, ordered that he ſhould: 


be burnt ale, but Olmedo obtained a reſpite and permiſhon to uſe his 


138 1 endeavours 


6 


endeavours to convert him to our holy faith; he accordingly preached 
an entire day, and at laſt ſucceeded, and as an indulgence, inſtead of 
being burned he was hanged, and his territory given to his ſon. Alva- 
rado now fell upon, and diſperſed ſuch of the natives as remained about 
the tawn, and his ſueceſs having become known in Guatimala, 
vious to his arrival on the frontiers of that nation 'which was in hofility | 
with the people of Utatlan, they determined to treat; for that ' purpoſe 
they ſent an embaſſy charged with a quantity of gold, and to declare 
their ſubmiſſion as vaſſals to his Majeſty ; they offered at the ſame 
time to ſerve in his wars. Alvarado accepted their ſubmiſſion and their 
offer of fervice, deſiring them to ſend te him two thouſand of their war- 
riors, which requiſition was immediately complied with.” As the peo- 
ple had rebelled again, Alvarado continued in the country of Utatlan 
about eight days, collecting a conſiderable ſpoil and many ſhves, and 
then ſetting forward on his march, he ſoon arrived at the OY: ho Gua- | 
timala, "where he was Oy received. (7 N 
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During this time the Ren Newer 1 berheen Aland 
ab his troops, and the natives, the chiefs of whom informed him that 
in their neighbourhood was a nation called the Alkitans, WhO poſſeſſed 5 
ſeveral ſtrong fortreſſes on the ſide of a lake, and Wo refuſed to oe 
in and make ” briſſion. They alſo repreſented them as a bad and ma- 
licious people. To theſe Alvarado ſent ar invitation, but they maltreat- 
ed the perſons who brought it, in conſequence! of which, he found it 
neeeffary to go with an armed force, and taking with him one hundred 
and forty Spaniſh ſoldiers, and two thouſand Gtiatimalans, he marched | 
againſt them, renewing his offer, which was returned by a diſcharge of 
arrows from their warriors, who marched out armed in coats of mail, 
and founding warlike inſtruments. Alvarado put them to flight, and 
purſued them, with conſiderable loſs, to their fartreſſes which were over 
the lake. e then drove them from thence, and making feveral pri- 
ſoners, compelled them to take to the water, and crofs over to an iſſand. 
The prineipal perſons' whom he had taken, ke ſet at liberty, an and bid 


them 90 and uſe their endeavours to perfande their countrymen to a peace. 
Between 


( 55s 


is threats and prodiſes Alvarado at length ſucceeded, after which 
he returned to Guatimala. Fra Bartholome het himſelf with effect 
in his holy office, for, erecting an altar. and an image of our Lady, he 


_ Explained the myſteries. of gur faith- to. 15 RAUVESs who imitated 0 our ex- | 


ample. 1 in adoring g the "WW: Wann. | 
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ſbmiſſton. and who were named the Pipiles, told our chief. that in 


their way was a nation called the Izcuintepeques, of a very malignant 
and obſtinate diſpoſition, who maltreateil all ſuch as went through their 
country. To them he ſent an. invitation to come in and make ſubmiſ- 


fion, Which they neglecting, he marched againſt chem with his whole | 


force and a body, of his allies of Guntimala, and coming bn them by 
ſurpriſe he made great deſtruction among them. This was an unfortu- 

nate event, productive of miſchief, and directly Contrary to his Na- 
 jeſty's orders. I have now given the reader a ſummary account of the 


conqueſt and pacification of Guatimala and its dependencies, but it may 


be found at full length as written by Gonzalo de Alvarado. I was not 


preſent at it, nor did I go into that province until my return from Hi- 


gueras. The Indians of this provine are not e ſoldiers 3 _— wait⸗ 
ing the Ach * hroken ground. as 


1 73 oy had 5 refered that the e Kt ee and Hos 
duras contained rich mines, and certain failors alſo told him, they had 
met with the natives fiſhing, apd that they uſed nets which had weights 
of gold mixed with copper; as alſo, that à ſtraight, or paſſage, was 
probably 1 ſomewhere about that coaſt. In compliance with his Majeſty's 
orders, he therefore determined to ſend a body of troops thither under 
Chriſtoval de Oli to ſearch for this paſſage to the Spice Iſlands, and te 
make enquiry concerning the mines. As. the way thither by land was 
very tedious and difficult, it was determined he ſhould go by ſea, and 
accordingly ſix ſhips were provided, and three hundred and ſeventy ſol- 
diers embarked, of whom one hundred were muſqueteers and croſ Sbow- 
men, and twenty two, cayalry.. Five alſo of tas." old conquerors of 
WT How: | | Z 22 ee i Mexico, 
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f Meatieo, the companions of Cortes and his Majeſty? i veteran Swat 


who had retired to their houſes and repoſe, were commanded to take 


up arms again on this occaſion; and it was of no uſe to dell Cortes that / 
any one had ſerved long enough, or ſuffered hardſhips, for when Cor- 


tes ordered no remonſtrances availed. - There was alſo one Briones, a 


ſeafaring man, of a ſeditious diſpoſition, and a bitter enemy to Cortes, 
and many of the foldiers who embarked e e had n Mn y uſed 


in thy diſtribution of GAYA and 1 


1 2 ; he „ * £ p 
4 I 


The wc ions given to o De Oli were, to fail to the track to 


receive proviſions and neceſſaries, and purſue his voyage to Higueras, 


where he was to make enquiry whether any harbour, ftrai ght, or paſ- 
age lay to the ſouthward; alſo to ſearch for mines of gold, and ſilver, 
and in ſome commodious ſituation to build a town, not neglecting the 


intereſts of the church, for the extenſion whereof, two reverend friars, 


one of v whom 1 1 20 thy Mexican YES, were to attend. the pn 
tion. N 
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De Oh e from Villa Rica, GP cl at the Havaniah; 
where he took on board his proviſions and horſes and alſo five perfons 


of thoſe who had come out with Garay, and who had been expelled 
from the ſettlement of Panuco for ſeditious conduct. Theſe perſons at- 
tached.themfelves to De Oli, and began to inftil their poiſonous coun- 


ſels in his mind, adviſing him to renounce his obedience to Cortes. 


Briones alfo laboured in this, and having concerted matters with Velaſ- 


quez the mortal enemy of Cortes, it was ſettled amongſt them, that De 
Oli ſhould put himſelf under Velaſquez, who would ſupport , him in 


his expedition, and alfo make ſuch repreſentations at court, that the 
new ſettlement ſhould be taken out of the hands of Cortes, and the go- 
vernment thereof given to De Oli. This man was of great perſonal Va- 
our, a-very good ſoldier, but unfit to be a Sian; he was at 


this time about thirty: ſix years of age, and was a native of Baeza or 

Linares ;. he had a. good perſon and countenance, a a cleft in his under 

Bg. and his voice was rough. and. fierce; he was endued with. many 
good 


669 


good qualities, being bad and for a long time much attached t o 
Cortes; until the ambition of governing, and diſlike of being governed, 
perverted his mind, by the influence of bad adviſers. He had been 


brought up in. the houſe of * but was under much 80 
obli e to pra. 


be Oli fat fail from the avid 11 on the third of May a arri- 
© at his ſtation, which he on that account named El Triumpho de la 
Cruz. Here he appointed his civil adminiſtration, making his alcaldes. 
and regidors of thoſe whom Cortes had recommended to him. He alſo 
took poſſeſſion of the country for his Majeſty in the name of Cortes. 
- His motive for doing this was, . becauſe he wiſhed to conceal from. theſe. 
perſons his ſeceſſion. from his general, and wiſhed to keep them. his 
friends until he could aſcertain how the buſineſs was likely to: tum out; 
for, if the country was as rich. as he had reaſon to ſuppoſe, he intended 
to throw Cortes off and ſet up an independent government; if on the 
other hand, it ſhould appear not to be valuable, he could return to his 
poſſeſſions at Mexico, and gloſs over to Cortes his negociations with. 
Velaſquez, by pretending it was dane in order to put him. in good hu- 
mour, and induoe him to give him the neceſſary ſupplies. Thus was 
the new colony of El Triumpho de la Cruz eſtabliſhed, from whence 
no intelligence reached. Cortes for upwards of eight months. 


ln the town of- Guacacualco were a conſiderable number of veterans, 

and Spanianis of: quality, who were entruſted with the government of 
the province: of; that name, together with thoſe of. Citla, Tabaſco, Ci- 
matan, Chontalpa, Cachula, Zoque, the Quilenes, Cinacatan, and 
Chamuela, Chiapa.of the Indians, Papanauſta, Pinula, Xaltepeque, 
Guazpaltepeque, Chinanta, and Tepeque. In the whole of New Spain, 
the demand. of tribute was. the ſignal for an inſurrection, and thoſe who 
attempted. the collection of it were killed, as indeed were all Spaniards. 
who fell into the hands of the natives. In.thoſe provinces: the reſiſtance 
was uniyerſal, and we were under the neceſſity of going round from one 
city or town to another with. a company of ſoldiers, to preſerve the 
peace. 1 
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lied out, and forcing my paſfage through the. natives, giving many pood 
cuts by the way, I made my efcape to where my comrade was. in the 
canoes, with four Indians whom we had brought with us to carry our 
baggape, which they had thrown away, and which the natives quitted 
us, to pillage. As it was the will of God that we ſhould not loſe our 
lives on this occaſion; we then-got acroſs the river, which is very broad 


( 355 ) 


The diſtrict of mn being particularly refractory, and Captain 
Luis Marin being unwilling: at that time to {fend a body of troops thi. 
ther, it was determined that four neighbours, whereof I was: one, 
ſhould be ſent to try if we could bring the people to reaſon.” Accordingly, 


ſetting out upon our journey, when we approached the principal town, 
we dif] patched meſſengers to acquaint the people with our buſineſs. 


When we came nearer to it we were met by a large body of Indians, 
armed with lances, and bows and arrows, who killed two of my com- 
rades, and wounded me deſperately in the throat. My ſurviving com- 


panion after a few blows provided for himſelf by making off to ſome 


canoes by the bank of the river Macapa, fo that I was left alone; I 


however retained ſufficiently my ſenſes, to creep into ſome buſhes where 
recovering 2 little, I addreſſed myſelf to heaven, and implored the aid 


of our Holy Virgin, beſecching her not to let me die in the hands of 
thoſe dogs of Indians. Then, feeling my powers return to me, I ſal- 


and deep, and full of alligators. To avoid the Indians we were obliged 


to remain eight days concealed in the woods, and from our not appear- 


ing, we were all concluded to be loſt. As was the cuſtom at that time, 


our property was forthwith divided amongſt the other Spaniards, how- 
ever at the end of twerty three days we returned to our town, to the 


great joy of our friends, and diſappointment of thoſe who had gotten 
ane er of our lands and Indians. 


Captain Marin now houg ght proper to go to ones to Gone the tate 
of affairs, and demand more ſoldiers. He accordingly ſet out and waited 
on Cortes, who gave him thirty ſoldiers, commanded by Alonzo de 
Grado, with orders for the whole body of Spaniards to march for the 
province of Chiapa which was in a ſtate of war. Accordingly we ſet out 

for 


3 
for the purpoſe of reducing . and of building a a town ee to mw 


the Inhabiants in eee 9 e 


in a very marſhy country where we were obliged to make cauſeways for 
the horſes to paſs. Proceeding thus, we arrived at a place called Tez- 
puztlan, and continued our route to another town named: Cachula, from 
whenee we proceeded, there being no pafſage previous to our expedition, 
from the fear the other natives have of thoſe of Chiapa, who undoubt- 


edly were at that time the braveſt warriors in America; they alfo robbed” 


paſſengers and travelling merchants, and brought off the inhabitants of 


theſe diſtrits to colonize and fill their ground, nor eould the Mexicans 


ever ſubdue them; This our expedition took place in Lefif, the year I 
carmot bring to my recollection, but think it was one thouſand five 


hundred and twenty four. When we came near the city of Chiapa, 


we made a review of our force, which conſiſted of twenty ſeven borke- 
men, twenty three muſqueteers, and a field piece under the direction of 
a gunner whotold us that he had ſerved in Italy; however that was, 


he was of no uſe,” being a very cowardly fellow. We had ſeventy foot 
ſoldiers armed with fword and target, and about eighty Mexicans, The 


cacique of Cachula with ſome of his principal people attended us, tremb- 
ling with fear; four ſoldiers of the moſt active of our little army, of 
whom J was one, were always ſent forward to recotinoitre; the ground 


not being fit for a horſe I left mine behind, and we were uſually: in front 


of the army about half a league. Thie people of Chiapa beidg much 


accuſtomed to hunting, ſome of them who w-ere thus employed perceiv- 


we us at a diftance gave the alarm, and made ow by ſmoke. . 


As we approached their firſt ſettlement, which is called Eftaþa, and 


is diſtant four leagues from the prineipal town, we found the roads, 


which ran through cultivated grounds, wide and convenient; and on 


each fide were plentiful crops of corn, and vegetables. We entered this 


town, but the inhabitants had quitted it, and having poſted our guards and 


ſent out patroles, the remainder went to reſt; but we were ſoon rouſed 
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the, e 8 Hands) or piled him to the © ground. 


1 W 


"aps the arrival of two 10 our out party, | who came TT at Full Gen to tell 5 
us, that the natives were collecting from all parts to attack us. We 


ſtood to our arms, and advanced to meet them out of the town, where 
a very ſevefe action enſued, for they were provided with darts hardened | 


in fire, war clubs, and lances larger than ours, and alſo a good defen- 


ſiye irmour made of cotton. As the field of battle was very ſtoney, their, 


Ningers did us infinite miſchief. They approacheed us ſo cloſe that .i in) 


the fiiſt attack they killed two of our ſoldiers, and four horſes, wound- 


ed our reverend father, Fra Juan, and thirteen ſoldiers, and deſtroyed 
_ of our allies, Our captain, Marin, alſo was wounded in two pla- 

This action laſted till dark night, when, having made an unſatiſ- 
tot experiment of the ſharpneſs of our ſwords and the effect of our 
muſquetry, the enemy retired, leaving behind them fifteen; killed, and 


many wounded, from two of whom, apparently principal people, we 


"TOON 5 that on the next 1 a Oe attapk,'v Was e ben 


Us, 2 7 
"a 4 4 : 14 # # > $ . #3 4 a - ; 
. 


* 57 \ * 
— 3 0 * LW: i * 8711 92 If 
- C ; 


* ® * ** * . a 

' f k i N £ EE 4 * * Ro » * — 7 4 & * K C4 3 4 * ; * ; : « F ps + * 4 - A * g 12 7 5 1 7 
'S f Ki +? N F 9 : C1 T& $7 | 1 | 

4% 41 * + ef FN 44S _ » * 4 n * rm < \ , 2 N 4 3 4 . bd © > * 4 

oo” : 


The manner in which the enemy had fought convinced us that 


they were no deſpicable warriors: for when a cavalry man halted to 


make a thruſt the Indians ſeized: the horſe, and TOA hi JANICE out al. 


o «4 3 


> 


"Os the next as we 0 our route to the _— of — = 
a; city it might truly be called, from the regularity of its ſtreets and 
houſes. It contained not leſs than four thouſand families, not reckoning , 
the: population of the many dependent tovvns in its neighbourhood. At 
the diſtance of about a quarter of a league from the place which we 
had left, we found the whole force of Chiapa drawn up to receive 
us. Their troops were adorned with plumage, and well armed, offen- 


| ſively and defenſively, and the hills reſounded with their ſhouts on our 


appearance. It was dreadful to behold the fury with which they threw | 
themſelves upon us :like.cnraged lions; 3 as for our black artillery man, 
and black he was indeed. to us, he was ſo ſtupified with fear, that he 


Hops tembling and unable to put. the match to the Sun, and when at 
laſt 


*. 
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than that of wounding three of our own men. Our captain gave orders 


to the cavalry to form in ſmall bodies, and the muſqueteers, eroſsbow- 


men, and ſword and buckler men, to cloſe into one compact battalion, 


whereby the cavalry and infantry ſupported each other. The enemy 


were ſo numerous that had we not been the men we were, it would 
have gone very hard with us, and we ourſelves were aſtoniſhed at the 
bravery of our adverſaries ; but good father Bartholome ſtood firmly 
by us, and adminiſtered comfort to us by his exhortations, promiſing. | 
that we ſhould be rewarded for our exertions, both by God and by Cæ- 
ſar. Our Captain Marin likewiſe frequently encouraged us, calling 


cout to charge them in the name of St. Jago. We at length forced them 


to fly before us; but as there were hard by, tracts of very rocky ground 
where the cavalry could not follow them, freſh. bodies of Indians fell 
upon us by ſurpriſe, while we, thinking the day our own, were return 
ing thanks to God and our Lady. Of theſe troops a number were pre- 


pared with long thongs to twiſt round the horſes, and throw them 
down, and they had alſo ſtretched out the nets which they uſed in hunt- 


ing, for the ſame purpoſe. The enemy attacked us here ſo deſperately 


that hardly one of our ſoldiers eſcaped without a wound; they wreſted 


the lances from ſome of our cavalry, and killed two- ſoldiers and five 
horſes. In the centre of their army was a woman, aged, and immode- 
rately fat, who was eſteemed by them a goddeſs, and had promiſed 
them the victory. They had alſo incenſe in a pan, and certain idols 


made of ſtone. This woman, who had her body painted, and cotton 


mixed with the paint, advanced without any fear among our allies, 


who were formed by companies, and by whom this infernal deity was 
ina __ ſhort time torn to i 


ol During this time the battle * , and we and our captain recom- 
mending ourſelves to our Lady, and beſeeching the reverend father to 


pray for us, threw ourſelves into the thickeſt of it, and forced the ene- 


my to fly, fome to the rocks, others to the river, whereby they effected 
their Fong, being excellent ſwimmers. . We then halted to take breath, 
944 and 


laſt we ſucceeded in rouſing him, he fired the piece with no other effect 


41 
and our tobe friar, joined by the ſoldiers; ſang the yarn which begins 
« Salve &c,” and we returned thanks to God for the victory. Our 
army then advanced towards a town by the {ide of a river, where we 


remained the entire day and IE: +44 e attention to nes 
concealment of our dead. oe ah Sia; 


About midni whe; ten chiefiaiti of the cvightnlirirg cn diſtricts c came 
| down the river which i is very broad and deep in five canoes; they diſ- 
- embarked at one of our poſts, and were made priſoners. Being brought. 
| before our captain, they told him they belonged to a nation called the 
ö 3 againſt whom the people of Chiapa had made war; their 
object was, to offer their ſupport, and to obtain from us a promiſe, 
that in caſe of ſucceſs againſt the Chiapans, we ſhould ſet free from 
them the nations to which theſe Indians belonged ; in the hopes of 
which, they promiſed us aſſiſtance to paſs the river, which could not 
g | otherwiſe be done. This was very ſatisfactory to us, and therefore 
| leaving two of their party behind, the reſt went immediately to provide 
| twenty canoes. The remainder of the night was paſſed under a ſtrict 
| watch, for the drums and horns of the enemy were heard, from the 
| | banks of the river, where they were collecting to attack us. As ſoon 
as it was light we ſaw our friends arrive with the canoes; they alſo 
3 ſhewed us a ford, though a very dangerous one, and were urgent to 
| us to loſe no time in paſſing, to fave the lives of tome of their coun- 
| trymen who had been made priſoners. Accordingly we paſſed the river, 
| formed into a ſolid column, at the ford, which took us up to our arm- 
pits, and where we loſt one of our cavalry. On the oppoſite bank 
| we were aſſailed by the enemy with ſuch a diſcharge of darts and arrows, 
. that not one of our party eſcaped without two or three wounds before 
we could get out of the water, but vaſt bodies of other Indians appear- 
ing in our rear, and declaring for us, by attacking the Chiapans, they 
were ſoon forced to turn their backs and fly towards their city, whither 
we advanced in good order, with colours flying, and accompanied by 
our allies. On our arrival there, we found it too cloſe built to be ſafely 
occupied by us, and we therefore pitched our camp in the open field. 


. 


Our captain now ſent meſſengers inviting them to peace, and ſhortly 
after, they ſent a deputation of their chiefs, praying forgive- 
neſs, and requeſting to be admitted ſubjects to his Majeſty. They 
alſo deſired that the neighbouring nations might not be permitted to de- 
ſtroy their houſes and plantations, which requeſt was readily granted. 
When we went into this town we found many. priſoners. confined in 
wooden cages, who had been ſeized by them when travelling. All 
theſe were releaſed and ſent to their homes. In their temples we found 
idols of horrid figure, which Fra Juan broke. to pieces, and alſo many 


remains. of men L0G os juſt lacnilierdp. and other traces of. their moſt 
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Our captain chow ſent adn to all © nei leg » nations to come 
in; eee the firſt who obeyed were theſe of Chinacatan, Gopa- 
nauſtla, Pinola, Gueguiz tian, Chamula, the Quilenes, and others of 
the Zoque language, with many more which 1 do not recollect. Theſe 
people were much ſurpriſed when they perceived with how ſmall a body 
we had ventured to attack the warlike nation of the Chiapans , whom 

the Mexicans never could conquer. Fra Juan preached to them with 
great as and many. came to him to be baptiſed... 


me While this was 2 * ing, a certain 'Spanith 1 a by 3 
Mexicans, went to a town called Chamula, and there demanded with- 
out any authority a contribution of gold in the name of his captain, A 
portion was collected for him, but not ſatisfied therewith he attempted 
to ſeize the cacique, which cauſed an inſurrection. in that and a neigh- 
bouring town named Guehuiſtlan. As ſoon as our captain got intelli- 
gence of it, he cauſed him to be ſeized, and immediately ſent him off 
by expreſs, priſoner, to Mexico. Pk his man was one who: conſidered 


himſelf of ere ene us, very evil dif] poſed, and cryel to the . 
| ann. 4 


We then to Chamuls, which in conſequence of the above 
xclated outra ge continued in rebellion. We were aſſiſted on our march 
Aaa 2 | by 
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by the people of Cinacatan,. a poliſhed and mercantile nation, aud ar- 
riving at Chamula, we found this place ſtrongly fortified by nature, 
and the inhabitants well armed, having a large kind of ſhield with 
which they could cover the whole body, and which when not wanted 
was rolled up. When we approached we were attacked with ſhowers 
of arrows, upon which our captain ordered the cavalry to go into the 
plain, there to watch the inſurgents of the neighbouring diſtricts of 
Quiabuitlan. Our muſquetcers, then fired upon-the enemy, but with ve- 
ry little effect, whereas their miſſile weapons injured us who were unco- 
vered, materially. We were during this whole. day fightin g thus, to 
very little purpoſe, and when we attempted to force the ramparts, we 
found them guarded by above two thouſand men armed with lances. 
Finding our endeavours ineffectual, it was determined to procure tim- 
der from another town which was depopulated, and to conſtruct of it 
the machines named burros or mantas, under cover of which twenty 
men or more could approach, and remain under the walls, ſo as to 
work an entrance. We therefore drew off for that time, and having 
procured the timber and conſtructed theſe machines, we again proceeded 
to the attack. Under cover of them our men endeavoured to undermine 
the wall, the enemy throwing down upon us ſcalding water mixed with 
blood, fire, and heavy ſtones, inſomuch thatewe were quite in deſpair, 
and forced to retreat to repair the machines, which having done, we 
again brought them to the walls, and working under them we made 
different breaches. As ſoon as the enemy perceived this, they ſent up 
to the top of their ramparts four of their principal perſons, prieſts, and 
others, who addtefſed: us covered with their thick ſhields, and told us, 
that ſince we wanted gold we might have it; and therewith threw over 
ſeven crowns of fine gold, together with a quantity of gold trinkets, 
and other things made of that metal, caſt in the forms of ſhells and 
birds; and they alſo at the ſame time ſent among us freſh ſhowers of 
_ arrows, darts, and ſtones. We had ſucceeded in making two. eonfide- 
rable breaches in the walls, but it was now dark, and a heavy: rain be- 
gan to fall; we were therefore obliged to defiſt for that night, keeping 
| good watch all round our poſt, and the xc cavalry remaining on the plain 
| ground, 


(365 , 


ground, ſaddled and bridled:- The enemy during the whole night were. 
ſounding their warlike inſtruments, ſuch as timbals, and ſmall trum- 


pets, yelling, and threatening us with. deſtruction -on - the next. day, 


which wy faid had been be to them by * gods... 


At tay: . we again Wund bn our n to work 


ä ak thile walls, which the enemy- defended with the greateſt obſtinacy, 


wounding five of our people, and amongſt them myſelf by. a thruſt, 


and were it not for the ſtrength of my cotton quilted armour, the lance 


would have gone throu gh me.. Thus we were employed during the 


whole day, and the evening was. drawing on, with a heavy fall of rain 


and a very. thick miſt, as is frequently the caſe in that mountainous 


country. In conſequence of this our captain called us off from the en- 


gagement; and about the ſame time the enemy ceaſing to ſhout and 
make the noiſes they had hitherto done, I, who was accuſtomed to bu- . 
ſineſs of the kind, and alſo perceived that their lances were reſted againſt 
the walls, barbicans, and battlements, except about two hundred that 
ſtill appeared to be in hand, began to ſuſpect they were going to aban- 


don the place; in conſequence whereof, I and one of-my comrades get- 


ting in at a ſmall breach in the wall, to ſee what- they were doing, fell 


ſuddenly in upon upwards of two hundred of them in arms, who at- 


tacked us with their lances, and would ſpeedily have put. an end to us, 


but that ſome of our Indian allies who perceived our ſituation, called 
out. to the reſt of our ſoldiers, who crouded in to where we were ſur- 


rounded by theſe Indians, who only. compoſed the rear guard of the 
garriſon, for all the reſt, men, women, and children, had evacuated . 


the r by the other erte. 


Theſe who l we quick put to fi ght, and fs them, 


we came up with many of the others, and made priſoners ſeveral men, 


women, and children. We now quitted the town,. and purſued our 
route towards Chinacatan, halting for that night at a place where at 
preſent the city of Chiapa de los Eſpanoles i is built. Being arrived here, 


our captain diſcharged ſix of his prilancrs; with orders to inform their 


countrymen . 
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_. countrymen that if they ſubmitted, he would deliver: up to them he 
whole of thoſe he had gs which alen was ee and n | 
fully n with. | ral | 


e 


bs e ene of the ade en Cortes had given to our cap- 
| tain, who was alſo my particular friend, to give me ſome good ſituation, 
| 9 5 I was appointed to the command of this encomienda which I held for 
eight years. The firſt thing I did was, to get a reverend father to 
preach to the Indians, and convert them to the chriſtian faith; We ac- 
cordingly erected an altar and crucifix, and he preached to them to good 
effect. The firſt day we baptiſed fifteen, to my great ſatisfaction, for 
I loved and wiſhed well to them, they being now my own. There was 
in this neighbourhood a people who inhabited three fortified towns, and 
were in rebellion- againſt us, named the ebe Fur and it became 
neceſſary to march againſt and reduce them. Leaving therefore our 
wounded and baggage behind, the moſt ſtout and active among us pro- 
ceeded againſt them; they had barricaded all their approaches with fall- 
en trees, which we cleared by the aſſiſtance of our Indian allies, and 
arrived under their fortreſſes, which appeared likely to give us enough 
to do, for the firſt we came to was full of warriors who were well ap- 
Pointed, offenſively and defenſively. When we mounted to the aſſault 
{ they all fled and left the place to us, but our allies made two. of them 
priſoners, who were immed ately releaſed; and ſent with offers of peace 
and good treatment to their friends, on ſubmiſſion. Theſe conditions 


they accepted and came in, bringing with them ſome trifling — 
of gold, and feathers of the quetzal. 3 2 


Having thus effected our buſineſs here, we proceeded according to 

the directions of Cortes, to eſtabliſh a colony. Hereupon there was a 
difference of opinion amongſt us, for ſome were for it, but others who 
had plantations and Indians in Guacacualco were adverſe, objectin 8 to it 

as an unfit ſituation for cavalry, and ſaying alſo that our force in its 
preſent reduced ſtate was inſufficient, the diſtrict being populous, and 
the towns built in the faſtneſſes of the mountains. Thus our party fell 

| into 


Pp % ) 


into dipures upon this' * other ſubjects, for our captain, Marin, and 


Diego de Godoy who was a royal notary and a very buſy perſon, were 


adverſe to the plan. That troubleſome fellow Alonzo de. Grado, "ao | 


it appeared, was poſſeſſed of a patent from Cortes, giving him an enco- 
mienda in the province of Chiapa, when it was reduced to obedience. 
By virtue of this he demanded from Marin the gold which had been 


obtained from the Indians of Chiapa, and alſo that which had been 


found in the temples, amounting to one thouſand five hundred crowns. 
This Marin refuſed, alledging that it was neceſſary to employ it in re- 
placing the horſes which had been killed in the expedition. All theſe 
differences together brou ght matters to ſuch an extremity, that our cap- 
tain put both of them iu irons, determining to ſend De Grado to Mex- 
ico; as to Godoy, by dint of interceſſion and promiſes he obtained his 


releaſe. Godoy made but a very bad return to Marin for his lenity, for 


he immediately entered into a cabal with De Grado, and it was agreed 
between them to make a formal complaint to Cortes againſt him. I 


was applied to alſo to write to him in exculpation of De Grado, becauſe 
they ſaid that Cortes would believe my repreſentations. I did write in- 


deed, but it was to let Cortes know the true ſtate of the caſe, and by no 
means charging Marin with any impropriety. De Grado was ſent to 
Mexico under an oath to preſent himſelf to Cortes within eighty days; 
that time being allowed on account of the diſtance, which is upwards 
of one FROM and _ Ps 


It was now 3 by: us, to chaſtiſe 530 3 who killed 


the two ſoldiers of that party wherewith I was ſent, as formerly men- 


tioned. In our-way we marched through a diftrict ſo very rugged, that 
the paſſage was impoſſible to our horſes without aſſiſtance, which, on 
an application to the caciques was readily afforded us. Theſe people are 
named: Tapdola. Continuing our route by the Silo, Suchiapa, and 
Coyumelapa diſtriẽts wei came to thoſe. of the Tecomayatacal and Atea- 
pan Indians. The houſes in the chief town, which belonged to my diſ- 
trict, _ each other, and formed a 12 populous and extenſive place. 
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Near this was a large and deep river, which it was neceſſary to NY 
and here we were oppoſed by the people of the town and vicinity, but 


after a ſharp action, wherein we had ſix ſoldiers wounded and three hot- 
fes killed, we put them to flight, they all taking to the mountains and 
woods, having firſt ſet fire to their town. We ſtayed here five days 
taking care of the wounded, and having made many of the women of 


this place priſoners, our captain ſent to invite the people to peace, which 
was accepted, and they returned to their homes. Godoy was averſe 


from'this lenity, and told our captain that theſe people who had revolt- 
ed without any reaſon ſhould be puniſhed, or at any rate made to pay 


for the horſes which were killed in the action. I was of a different 


opinion, and thou ght that ſince they came peaceably they ſhould not 
be made to ſuffer; and giving my opinion freely, Godoy became enra- 


geed and broke out into angry words, from which we came to blows, 


and drew our ſwords. A good many cuts paſſed between us before we 
could be parted, and if we had not been ſo, one or other of us would 
have loſt his life. Marin, who was a good and mild man, ſaw the 


imprapriety of uſing harſh meaſures with theſe people, and reſtorin 8 all 
their "hs a to them, left W in peace. 0 


We continued our march, FP paſſing by der diſtricts of Cima- 
tan, and Talatiopan, we were aſſailed by a number of their archers, 
who gave us a volley whereby above twenty of our ſoldiers were wound- 
ed, and two horſes killed; and but that we immediately attacked and 
drove them from their poſt, they would have done us much miſchief. 

I muſt obſerve, that theſe are the ſtron geſt archers that ever I met with, 
for they drive their arrows through two ſuits of cotton mail well quilted ; 
which is a wonderful force. Their country is in great part marſh, 
which ſhakes when a foot-man walks upon it. It was therefore in vain 


to purſue the natives, and as for our offers of peace they treated them 


with neglect. We therefore thought it beſt to make our ſhorteſt way 
to our town of Guacacualco. We took our route for it by the diſtrict 


of Guiman go, Nacaxa, Xuica, Teotitlan, Copilco, and others which 
| I do 
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CHAPTER V. 


Txuranſactions in Old Spain. 


| Ir the year one thouſand five hundred and twenty one, wur moſt Ho- 
ly Father Pope Adrian of Lobayana ſucceeded to the ſovereign pontifi- 
cate. He was then governor of Caſtille, and reſided in the city of 
Vittoria, where our agents waited upon him to kiſs the foot of his ho- 
lineſs. At the ſame time arrived a- great nobleman from Germany, 
called Mofiur de Laſoa, chamberlain to his Majeſty, by whom he was 
ſent to congratulate his holineſs on his election. This M. de Laſoa, 
| Having heard the heroical actions of the conquerors of Mexico, and the 
great works they had done for the extenſion of our holy faith, by the 
converſion and baptiſm of ſo many thouſands of Indians, was intereſted 
in our behalf, and applied to the Holy Pontiff, requeſting him to acce- 
lerate the buſinefs wherein our agents were employed. This requeſt 
was readily granted, for independent of what was laid before him by 
our agents, our holy father had received many complaints againſt the 
Biſhop of Burgos from perſons of high honour and quality, whereby 
our agents were encouraged to, proceed in a formal accuſation againſt 
him. Thoſe who were moſt active in the buſineſs were Franciſco de 
Montejo, Diego. de Qrdas, the licentiate Franciſco Nunez couſin to 
Cortes, and Martin Cortes our general's father, who were aſſiſted by 
many great and powerful noblemen, but principally by the Duke de 
Bejar; and thus countenanced, they brought forward their . with 
— effect. 


The firſt was, that Velaſquez had bribed him with a diſtrict, with 
the people of which he. worked gold mines. Secondly, that in the 
year 


( 8 


year one thouſand five hundred and ſeventeen, when one e hundred and 
ten of us: procured veſſels at our own expence and ſet out for the diſco-, 
very of New Spain, the Biſhop of Burgos informed his Majeſty. the K it 
ws Diego de Velaſquez * had . lo, , to the ahr 


| Thirdly that Velaſquez had ſent ewenty. thouland crowns in 5 
which his nephew Juan de Grijalva had obtained, to the biſhop, and 
no part to his Majeſty; and that when Cortes. ſent a preſent of gold the 
biſhop ſeized it, ſuppreſſin g our letters, and ſubſtitutin g others, aſcrib- 
ing the ſaid preſent to Velaſquez. Alſo that the biſhop retained one 
half of the treaſure, and when Puertocarrero applied to him for per- 
miſſion to wait upon his Majeſty, he cauſed him to be ſeized and thrown 
into priſon, where he died. Alſo, that he ſent. orders to the officers of 
the Caſa de Contractacion of Seville, that they ſhould not give any aſ- 
ſiſtance to Cortes. Farther, that he appointed as officers to the military 
ſervice in New Spain, ſuch as were not fit for it, as was the caſe in re- 
gard to one Tapia, to whom, in order to bring about a marriage between. 
his niece and the ſaid Tapia, he promiſed the government of New Spain. 
Alſo, that he approved for good, the falſe relations tranſmitted by. the 
agents of Velaſquez, which he forwarded to his Majeſty, ſuppreſſing 
thoſe of Cortes which were the true ones. There were beſides many 
other charges „ all very well ſl ubſtantiated, and which he could not 
deny. 


— 
A 


| Theſe things being all brought to l light, his holineſs was s pleaſed 
to order, that the Biſhop of Burgos ſhould have no farther authority i in 
N ew Spain, that Cortes ſhould be declared governor thereof, and that. 
Velaſquez ſhould receive compenſation for the expences he had been 
at, and could duly prove. His holineſs ſent alſo to New Spain a num- 
ber of indul gences for the hoſpitals and churches, and was pleaſed to 
direct Cortes and us the conquerors to pay unremitting attention to the 
converſion of the Indians, adding how much it was the duty of himſelf 
and all Chriſtendom to pray for thoſe who had done ſo much for the 
adyancement of our holy faith. He alſo was pleaſed to ſend to us his 
Bbb 5 holy 
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ftution: Alt this his Majefty graciouſly FO pro- 
eme 10 far as relates to the civil and military eftabliſhment, 


thereto his order to Velaſquez'to| give up his government of Cuba, 
on account of his having fent out the armament under Narvaez in de- 
fiance of the peremptory orders of the royal chamber of audience, and 
of the brethren of the order of St. Jerome. The Biſhop of Burgos was 
ſo affected by the cenſure which his holineſs the Pope paſſed upon his 
conduct, and by his Majeſty's orders rates — I 
be retired to his ene r me e in. BY. 


holy bulls of 


{As this petiod arrived in Old Caftilte, Panknhilo de Narvats, and 
Chriſtoval de Tapia, whom the Biſhop of Burgos had created governor 
of New Spain, together with the pilots Umbria and Cardenas. Theſe - 
perſons waited on the biſhop to demand his permiſſion to lay t their accu- 


fations againſt Cortes before his Majeſty, and as the biſhop defired no- 


thing better than to hear complaints of Cortes and of us, he ſhewed | 
them every favour in his power. When the agents of Velaſquez per- 


ecived. this, they gladly joined the party, and _ e went to as awry 
their charges before the Emperor. es 


They minds ftrong accuſations a Canes; J furl. chat veaſques 
ted out armaments three times to his own great colt, and entraſted 
the command of the laſt to Cortes, who broke his engagement. Far- 
ther, that when Velaſquez ſent Narvacz with his Majeſty's commiſſion 
as governor general of New Spain, Cortes made war upon, and defeated 
him. Alfo, that when the Biſhop of Burgos fent Tapia to take the go- 
vernment of thoſe countries in his Majeſty's name, he refuſed to obey, 
and by main force compelled him to reimbark. They alſo accuſed Cortes 
of having obtained a quantity of gold in the name of his Majeſty, and 
converting it to his own uſe; of having taken to himſelf a fifth of all 
prizage; of having burnt the feet öf Guatimotzin; of retaining the ſol- 
diers ſhares ;. and building palaces and fortifie& houſes that were as large 
as whole villa ges, making the inhabitants round Mexico work at them, 
1 forcing them to draw wie cypreſs trees, and ſtones, from a great 

diſtance ; 


( 373 ) 
diftance; and that he had given poiſon to Franciſco de Garay, to get 
from him his troops and greg There were many other accuſations; 


brought forward, ſo that his 8 7 was at haſt tired of ang ner 
IS berg e to be e . 5 


Nateiz belt die into iche he Eper W ade him 

* his pompous tone of 1 voice, as follows. Your Majeſty muſt fur- 
* ther know, that on the night I Was taken priſoner, having your 
royal commiſſion in my pocket, my eye put out, and in apprehenſion 
TX ee. burnt alive, for the apartment was in flames, one of Cor- 

's captains, Alonzo de Avila at prefent priſoner in France, vielent- 

ay Rk your commiſſion out of my pocket, and when I claimed it, 


declaring what it ws, he denied the fact, and ſaid that they dene 


* bonds for 1 money owing me by Spaniards in Mexico, and which E 


was coming to enforce,” At this the Emperor could not refrain from 


Hughing. In regard to the charges, his Majeſty ſaid; he would give. 
orders that ſtrict juſtice ſhoulct be done; and he forthwith commanded, 


that certain Pete of his royal privy council ſhould be formed into a 


court of enquiry to hear and decide upon theſe allegations. The per- 
ſons who compoſed this court were Mercurio Catarinario grand chan- 


cellot of Italy, De la Soa; and Doctor De la Roche, Flemings, Hernando 
de Vega lord of Grajales, the e De Garavajal, and the Licentiate- 


en 


This court gave notice to thi parties to come berwand a4 aoboits | 


ingly they produced their charges 1 in the ſame form that they had been 
lid before his Majeſty.* To the charges. brought by: Velaſquez it was 
teplied, that De Cordova was the diſcoverer. of New Spain, who did it 
with his companions at their own. coſt, and. that Velaſquez was here 
alfo criminal, in that he ordered him to go to the Hand of Los Gua- 
najes, to take Indians. by force, and make ſlaves of them. Farther, that 
admitting he ſent: Juan de Grijalva thither, it was not for the purpoſe. 
of colonization: but only for trade; That for the expences incurred, the 
e part was born by the different captains, and not For Velaſquez, 
and. 


L$ — b IC — * v : 7 — 5 = 
: — * 4 _— =” I GS — © anact 2 . IS ns: 1 NS" — 8 5 2 * —— —— — 
— — — — — — — * Cart — — — — — — 8 — — LTD —— — — = _ * 4 — Lax 8 CS. 
— 2 5 2 — SHS 3 - — 8 8 — _ — * —— 2 
——— tne mmm * * wa " wh * _ A 1 0 — 1 — 2 1 
ie? . ² Ig c gw ” — q 6 = = ans n - . = 


_—_ 2 
— — * En 3 
I 0 3 d tans 4 . NEA * 
— 


(.34 ) 


and theſe captains | had there oollected twenty 8 crowns, the 
principal part of which went to Velaſquez. Farther, that Velaſquez. 
gave the Biſhqp, of Burgos Indians in the Ifland of Cuba to procure 
gold, neglecting his duty to his Majeſty. Alſo, that admitting it was 
he who ſent Cortes, it was by the approbation of his Majeſty, and by 
the providence of God; for that any other commander would have fail- 
ed in an undertaking of ſuch danger, and that: Cortes was not ſent by 
him to colonize, but to barter; and that his eſtabliſhment i in the coun- 
try was owing, not to the inſtructions of Velaſquez, but the inſtances 
of his companions, for the ſervice of God, and his Majeſty. Alſo 


chat it was well known, that Cortes reported the whole of his proceed- 


ings to his Majeſty, fending therewith all the gold he had been able to 
procure, he, and his companions, awaiting his Majeſty? s further orders, 
proſtrate, on the earth. It was alſo repreſented, how the Biſhop of Bur- . 
gos ſuppreſſed the ſaid letters, and ſeized the preſents . concealin g from 
his Majeſty our meritorious fervice ; 3 and: when our agents wanted to 
obtain permiſſion to wait on his Majeſty, he threw. one of them, Puer-. 
tocarrero, into priſon, where he died; and that he forbid the officers of 
his Majeſty at Seville, to furniſh us with what we required. All which 
was done by the ſaid biſhop, from a corrupt motive, as he wanted to 
procure a marriage between either Velaſquez or Tapia, and his niece 


named Donna Petronila de Fonſeca, as he had promiſed that his ſon - in- 


law ſhould be governor of Mexico. In ſupport of all which accuſations | 
they were ready to produce proofs. As to the expedition of Narvaez, 
our agents replied, that in the firſt place Velaſquez deſerved to ſuffer 
death for diſobedience of his Majeſty's orders; and alſo, that he applied 
himſelf folely to the biſhop, neglecting his Majeſty, which was a high 
diſreſpect; in conſequence therefore of the above miſdemeanors and 
crimes, our agents, prayed that the court would be pleaſed to award. 
puniſhment; to which the court 1 that they would take it «ine 
conſideration, 1 Les 


In reply to the charges brought againſt Cortes by Narvaez it was 
repreſented, - that on his coming to New Spain he ſent word to the great. 
| King 


J 


Os, of 


| King Montezuma, that he came to reſcue him, and thereby cauſed ſuch 
a difturbance in the country, as produced a dangerous war. That on 
his arrival at Vera Cruz, Cortes had written to him a friendly. letter, de- 
firing to ſee his commiſſion, to which Narvaez would make no anſwer, 
but declared war againſt Cortes and his companions, notwithſtanding 
. that Cortes invited him to, and repreſented the neceſſity of, an amicable 
junction, for the good of his Majeſty's ſerviee, leſt all ſhould' be loſt. 
But Cortes finding that all is offers were neglected, and Narvaez not 
ſhewing him his Majeſty? s commiſſion, and knowing the miſconduct 
of Narvaez in ſeizing his Majeſty's oydor, to bring him to puniſhment 
for ſo doin vent to him, determined to fee his authority, and to know 
the reafon of his conduct, and that Narvaez had then attempted to ſur- 
priſe and ſeize him, of which he could adduce proofs and witneſſes, 
. amongft others Andrez de Duero, who was at that time with Narvaez. 
In regard to his cauſing the failure of Garay, and poiſoning him at 
breakfaſt, it was replied that the failure of the expedition was owing to 
Garay's own miſconduct, and ignorance of the country. That when 
Garay found his ſituation hopeleſs, he accepted the friendly offer which 


Cortes had made him, of an hofpitable reception at Mexico, where an 
alliance was agreed upon between the families, and Garay was to have 


had affiſtance to eſtabliſh a colony on the river Palmas; and that if it 


was God's will to take him from this life, according to. the oaths of 


the phyſicians, by a pleuriſy, it was not in the power of Cortes to pre- 
vent it. Cortes alſo. proved in anſwer to the charge of having: retained 
his Majeſty's fifth, that he had fairly expended it in the ſervice,” toge- 


ther with fix thouſand crowns of his own property > that the fifth which 
he deducted for himſelf was according; to compact, and in regard to the 
charge of detaining the ſoldiers prize money it was replied, that in the 


capture of Mexico very little gold remained to be divided, inafmuch as 
the wealth of the place was almoſt all fallen, into the hands of the Tlaf- 
calam and Fezcuean allies. In regard to burning the feet of Guatimot- 
zin, it was done contrary to the inclination of Cortes, by his Majeſty's 
officers, to force him to diſcover where Montezuma's treaſure was con- 
ceaked. In anſwer to the charge of his buildings it was ſtated, that they 
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e ſumptuoys, and that the cypreſſes and ſtones were brought 
from a great diſtance, but that the ſaid buildings were for the uſe and 
honor of his Majeſty and his ſucceſſors: that the materials were brought 
the principal part of the way by water, and that the, work was carried 
on by the general labour of the Indians, under the order of Guatimotzin, 
as is always the caſe in building the houſes of the great in that country. 
As to the complaint of Alonzo de Avila forcibly taking the commiſſion 
from Narvaez, it appeared upon inſpe@on|/that there was no commiſ- 
| ſion, whatever in thoſe papers, the whole of which were receipts for the 
purchaſe of horſes, and other things ſimilar; but that Cortes never ſaw 
them, nor was it done by his order. In regard to the complaints of the 
Pilots againſt Cortes, the feet of Umbria were cut off by the hand of 
juſtioe, as a puniſhment for running away with his ſhip, and Car- 
denas had refuſed to take his ſhare in the diviſion of the gold, conſent- 
ing that the whole ſhould be ſent to his Majeſty, but that Cortes had 
given him out of his own purſe three hundred crowns, which was as 
much as he deferved, being a perſaqp of little conſideration, and no ſol- 
dier. In regard to the charge relative to Tapia, it was alledged that had 
he come to Mexico and produced his Majeſty's orders, they ſhould have 
been received by Cortes, proſtrate on the ground, with all reſpect, -and 
humility ; but his incapacity. was ſo notorious, that it was the univerſal 
deſire, and advice, of the Spaniards then in New Spain, that Cortes 
ſhould remain in the command. Theſe charges and exculpations hav- 
ing been duly weighed by the court for five days, it was determined to 
lay the whole of the proceedings before his Majeſty, together with their 
deciſion, which was accordingly done. The ſentence which they gave 
was entirely in favour of Cortes: the merit and valour of him and the old 
conquerors of Mexico were highly praiſed, and filence was impoſed on 
Vdaſquez as to his complaints, he being told that if he looked for a re- 
| rote muneration of his expences he muſt ſeek it from Cortes by courſe of 
N law. Cortes was alſo declared governor general of New Spain, accor 
1 ing to the orders of his holineſs the Pope. The court alſo approved of 
i the arrangements made by him in that country, and authorized him to 
q make the diviſions of the diſtricts in ſuch a manner as he thought, fit. 
. arVacz 


6 RF 

Narvaez was referred for redreſs to France, where Avila Who had ſeiz- 
ed his papers was at preſent priſoner; the pilots Umbria and Cardenas 
obtained royal cedules, granting to them property in New Spain to the 
amount of one thouſand crowns in rent; and it was ordained, that Cor- 
tes's veterans ſhould all have immediate and ample gratifications, in 
lands and Indians, and ſhould enjoy pre-eminence and precedency, ſuch 
as their valour deſerved. The ſentence thus given was taken to Valla- 


dolid to be confirmed by his Majeſty, who was then on his way to 
Flanders, and who did confirm and ratify it accordingly. His Majeſty 


alſo gave orders relative to the baniſhment of lapſed converts in that 
country, and forbid the admiſſion of ſcholars for a term of years. His 
Majeſty and the King of Hungary were alſo pleaſed to write to Cortes 
and to us, thanking us for the ſervices we had rendered. The affair 
| being thus decided in our favour, the documents were intruſted to Ro- 


dorigo de Paz, couſin to Cortes, and to another relation of his, named 


Franciſco de las Caſas, who arrived at St. Jago in Cuba, the reſidence 
of Velaſquez the governor, where the ſentence being made known to 
him, and proclaimed by ſound of trumpet, he fell ill from vexation, 
and ſhortly after died very poor and' miſerable. Montejo was given by 
his Majeſty the government of Yucatan and Cozumel, with the lord- 
ſhip and title of Don. To Diego de Ordaz he confirmed his poſſeſſions 
in New Spain, and ennobled him giving him for a coat of arms the 
Volcano of Guaxocingo, and with theſe honours and emoluments they 
returned to Mexico, from whence in two or three years De Ordas went 
back to Caſtille, to obtain from his Majeſty permiſſion to conquer the 
province of Maranion, in which undertaking he loſt his life and all his 
property. The Biſhop of Burgos was reduced to deſpair when he learn- 
ed the manner in which the affair had gone, and that all his tranſactions 
with Velaſquez had come to light. 


When Las Caſas and Rodrigo de Paz brought the intelligence to 
Mexico, that Cortes was appointed governor of that country, there was 
univerſal rejoicing. The meſſengers were liberally rewarded, Las Caſas 


being made captain and preſented with a good diſtrict called Anquitlan, | 
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and De Paz e other valuable poſſeſſions, and was e by 
Cortes his major domo and ſecretary. To all thoſe who came from his 
country of Medellin, Cortes gave Indians, and to the captain of * 
veſſel a liberal reward in gold. 


1 Hes readers may be curious to learn how theſe matters came to 
my knowledge; to which I reply,: that the conquerors received infor- 
mation of the proceedings of our agents or procuradors, in four or five 
letters written by them from Caſtille; but I uſed then to ſay often, that 
it appeared to me that they procured only for Cortes and themſelves, and 
during all that time, we who had made Cortes what he was, remained 
encountering one danger and hardſhip after another. May God. grant 
us his protection, and inſtil into the mind of our great Cæſar the de- 
termination to cauſe his true and juſt intentions to be carried into effect. 


_ 


638 


on 
OWE — — 
. —— Re on na — 
— — 


1 
i 
: 
* 
, 
. 
' 
[ 
' 
if 
[4 
* 
jy 
: 
4 
IT 
0 
'v 
7 
ys 
1 
j 
. 
; 


— 2 — r — — * 
- — _ — . — 


| CHAPTER VI. 


Tran ſactions and occurrences in Old and New Spain 
ee _— the ROPER 


— — 
— 2 RI ng. — SS. 


Ir appeared to us, the ant ancient, * and experienced conque- 
rors of Mexico, that Cortes ought now to conſider duly who were his 
friends, and ſtood by him through the whole of his difficulties and 
dangers, from the firſt, and to ſettle his accounts with Pedro, with 
Sancho, and with Martin, according to their deſerts ; which was to be 
done by recalling to him thoſe who were low, and poor, and unfortu®= 
nate, and by placing them in good ſituations, according to their deſerts, „ 92 
and his Majeſty's orders. All this Cortes was bound in duty to do, as 5 
alſo to procure for us and our children all the good offices, and emolu- 
ments, that were to be had in this country of New Spain. But, that 
% which does not grow from the ſkin, hangs looſely to it; and fo it 
appeared, for inſtead of doing this he procured ſuch for no one but 
himſelf, as in the firſt place the government, and afterwards when he 
went to Caſtille, and got his title, But to advert to other matters. In 
regard to the diviſion of the country, it was decided by many of the 
moſt experienced, brave, and ſage conquerors thereof, that the proper 
method would be, to divide it into five parts, one whereof ſhould go to 
his Majeſty, another to be for the eſtabliſhment and revenues of our ho- 
ly church, and the other three to be given to Cortes, and the reſt of us, 
the true original conquerors of the country ; that each ſhould have a 
ſhare in perpetuity, and in proportion to his rank and deſerts, and that 
we, for our parts, who had ſerved his Majeſty here, without putting 
him to the leaſt coſt, and as one may ſay without his knowledge, he be- 
ing in F Fan, would be well ſatisfied therewith, and contented, and 
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at our eaſe, not wandering about the world as is at preſent the caſe, and 


falling from bad to worſe; for many of us at this moment are without 
a morſel of bread to eat, and God Ars what will become of our 
children. 


— * 


IJ will now relate what Cortes did, and which I call a very unfair 
diſtribution. To the Veedor Chirinos, the Factor Salazar, J. de Ri- 
bera and all thoſe who came from Medellin, and to the dependents of 
great men who flattered and told him pleaſing things, he refuſed no- 


thing. Not that I blame him for being generous, for there was enough 


for all; but I fay that he ought to have firſt conſidered thoſe who ſerved | 
his Majeſty, and whoſe valour and blood made him what he was. 
But enough of this, and now to other matters, for it is uſeleſs detailing 
our misfortunes, and how he treated us like vaſſals, and how we were 
obliged to take to our old trade of expeditions and battles; for though 


he forgot us in his diſtribution of property, he never failed to call on 


us when he wanted our aſſiſtance. However before I take leave of the 


ſubject let me mention, that when Luis Ponce de Leon came to ſuper- 


cede Cortes, we went to the general, to requeſt that he would give us 


ſome part of that property which his Majeſty had at that time ordered 


that he ſhould reſign. He then told us, and ſwore it, that if he return 
ed to his government he would provide for us all, and not do as he had 
done, for which he was very ſorry. . As if we were to be ſatisfied with 
promiſes and ſmooth words. 


There had lately arrived certain officers of his Majeſty from Old 
Caſtille, amongſt whom were Alonzo de Eſtrada the treaſurer, Conzalo 
de Salazar the factor, Rodrigo Albornos the contador, (Juan de Alde- 


rete being dead,) Pedro Almindes C hirinos the Wande, and n 
others. 


One Rodrigo Rangel whom J have already mentioned, now came 
to Cortes, telling him that he had hitherto acquired no fame in the 
wars, and wiſhed to have a command given him, wherewith to go and 

= conquer 


1 


conquer the Zapotecans who were in rebellion, and to take with him 
Pedro de Ircio as his private counſellor and director. Cortes knew very 
well this man was not fit for any ſervice, being a poor diſeaſed miſera- 
ble object, from the effects of his ſins; he therefore put him off, telling 


him that nation was not eaſily to be conquered on account oſ the high | 


rugged mountains which they inhabit, and which are always covered 
with miſts and clouds; as alſo that cavalry could not be brought againſt 
them, on account of the bad and narrow roads which it was neceſſary 
to climb like ladders, each ſoldier's head at the heels of his file leader. 
However at laſt Cortes agreed to the propoſal of this man who was a 
fellow of a very ſlanderous ton gue, and one whom he would have been 
glad to have got rid of in this way where he was likely to loſe his life. 
The general in conſequence wrote to ten or twelve of us who were in 


Guacacualco, deſiring that we ſhould go with him, and I was one of 
the number thus ſelected. Theſe Indians are a light and very active 


people, and when in the field have a way of whiſtling and ſhouting, 


which makes the hills and woods reſound again. Having this man 
with us it was impoſſible to effect any thing, and as we advanced under 
a very heavy rain, we came to a village of ſcattered houſes, ſome being 
upon a ridge, and others in the valley. Poor Rangel whined and com- 
plained all the way of the pain of his limbs, to our great annoyance, 
knowing it was entirely uſeleſs trouble and danger, ang that the Indians. 
who were ſo nimble would deſtroy us climbing the rocks in one file, 
if they. made a ſtand any where.. It was at laſt agreed, as Rangel grew 
worſe and worſe, to abandon the black expedition as we uſed to call it, 


and return to our homes. His counſellor alſo as he called him, Pedro 
de Ircio, was the firſt to. adviſe him to it, and ſetting the example by 


following his own advice, went home to his town of Villa Rica. Ran- 
gel however preferred accompanying us to Guacacualco, which was 
more grief to. us than going with him in his expedition. He had hopes 
that the hot climate of that country, as he ſaid, would, relieve him of. 
his pains. | | 
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go upon an expedition againſt the Indians of Cimaton and Tattipatin, 
who were rebellious, for they thou cht themſelves ſecure amongſt their 


great rivers and trembling marſhes. "TRY" were alſo formidable warri- 


ors, uſing very large and ſtron g bows. Rangel however produced his 
commiſſion from Cortes, and we dare not but to obey and march with 


him, to the number of one hundred horſe and foot. We accordingly 
ſet out, and arrived at a paſs between the marſhes and lakes, where the 


whole force of the Indians was drawn up to receive us, having made 
circular barricades of very groſs timber, with ſpike holes to ſhoot through, 


and palliſadoes. Here they gave us a hearty welcome with a flight of 
arrows and darts, killing ſeven horſes and wounding Rangel and eight 
ſoldiers. We had often told him what ſtout warriors theſe Indians were, 
and as he was a prating fellow he now exclaimed, by heaven, if he had 
believed us, he would not have been in that jeopardy now, and that in 


future we the old conquerors of the country ſhould be his captains and 
not he ours. As ſoon as our wounded men and horſes were dreſſed, he 


begged I would go forward to reconoitre. I took with me a very fierce 
greyhound which belonged to him, and ſelecting two other ſoldiers for 
my comrades, deſired the infantry to follow us cloſe, and for Ranged 


and the cavalry, that they ſhould keep a good diftance in the rear. Pur- 
ſuing our route towards Cimaton, we fell in with another poſt fortified 


like the preceding one, and defended as ſtrongly, from whence we re- 
ceived a volley, which killed the dog, and wounded me and each of | 
my comrades. I received an arrow in my leg, and ſeven more remain- 
ed in my cotton armour. . I called immediately to ſome of our Indian 
allies who were a little in rear of us, to go and bring up all the infantry, 

but to order the cavalry not to advance, as all their horſes would fl urely 
be killed. When the infantry came up we attacked the barricades, and. 
forced the Indians from them, driving them to their marſhes where it 
was impoſſible to follow them a ſtep, without danger of ſinking and 


being ſmothered. We then advanced, and halted at a village. On the 


next day we proceeded, and were encountered by a large body of Indians, 
poſted in a marſh. This was audinſtance of the addreſs of the natives, 
in chuſing to meet us in the plain, hoping that they could draw our 

cavalry 


6 


ai to charge them, in expectation that galloping full ſpeed they 


ſhould run into the marſh, and ſo it happened; for in ſpite of all we 


could ſay to Rangel of their art and ſtratagem, and how neceſſary it was 


to be wary, he ran his cavalry full at them, and tumbled in himſelf the 
firſt, head foremoſt into the marſh, where the Indians began to cloſe 
our him, in order to ſeize bun alive for CONE: 


/- By geen exertions, we "a bins, 11 wourided, out of their 


hands, half drowned, and his poor fore head expoſed and broken. As 
this country is very populous, we found a village hard by, whither we 
went to take repoſe: and dreſs the wounded. It was abandoned on our 
approach, but we had hardly been there a quarter of an hour when we 
were attacked with fuch violence, that in the firſt onſet they killed one 
of our ſoldiers and two horfes, and we had much to do to. drive them 


off. All this time Rangel was complaining of his wounds and bruiſes, 


and the muſquitos got about him in clouds. The vermin alſo with 
which that country is infeſted; bit him to ſuch a degree that his life 
vas inſupportable, for he could get no reſt day or night, and the rain 
fell inceſſantly. He, and ſome of Garay's ſoldiers whom he had brought 


with him, ſeeing, that nothing had been got but three very hard fought 
battles, and that eleven horſes and two ſoldiers had been killed and ma- 


ny more wounded, began to grow very ſick of the buſineſs, and to. 


wiſh to be quickly at home. But Rangel did not with to have it ap- 


pear that this retreat was a choice of his, and therefore ſummoned a. 


council of ſuch. as he knew were of his own opinion. 


About FINER of us * at this t time gone to ſee if we could make 
any priſoners among ſome gardens and plantations hard by; we took 


five, and on my return Rangel called me afide and told me that the 
council had determined. to retreat, deſiring me to bring over the. reſt to 


it. Having known the man. before, I had a kindneſs for him. How 


ſir, ſaid I to him can you now think of returning? What will Cortes 
and the world, ſay of you, when they. hear of your retreat without ef- 


l any thing in theſe two expeditions? You ſurely cannot think of. 
returning 
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returning till you have reached che head town. of theſe Indians! I will 


go forward on foot and reconoitre with the infantry, give my horſe to 
another joldier, and do you follow in the rear with the- cavalry. By 
heavens cries out Rangel, for he was a very loud talker, Bernal Diaz 
gives good advice; the lot is caſt and. we will march on. This was ac- 
cordingly done, contrary to the inclination of ſeveral, and we advanced 
in good order to Cimaton, the principal town, where we were ſaluted 
as uſual with a flight of arrows, and then, on entry, found it abandon- : 


ed. We burned it in part, and took ſeveral Indians whom we diſmiſ- 


ſed, deſiring them to invite their nei ighbours to peace and amity; but 
thoſe we ſent never returned to us. This enraged Rangel againſt me, 
and he ſwore I ſhould procure him Indians in the place of thoſe who 
had been liberated. To pacify him I was fain to go with thirty ſoldiers, / 
and we picked up ſome among the marſhes, whom I brought to him and. 
he diſmiſſed, in hopes of inducing the reſt to come in, but without ef- 
fect. Thus ended the famous expedition againſt the Zapotecans, and 
ſuch was all the fame Rangel acquired in the wars. In two years after- 


wards we effected the conqueſt of theſe countries, the natives whereof - 


were converted to our holy faith, through the grace of God, and the 


exertions of the reverend father Bartholome de Olmedo, who poor man 
was at that time grown weak and infirm... Pity it was, for: he was an 


excellent miniſter of the goſpel. 

Cem * now n eighty end CLOWNS in wok; aid y 
a golden culverin, which he named the. Phoenix, and had cauſed to 
be made as a preſent for the Emperor, was finiſhed. It was a ſuperb 
piece of workmanſhip. The following motto was engraved on it. 


Eſta Ave nacio ſin par; Yo en fervir 0s fin ſegundo; 
M vos ſin igual en el Mundo. CE 
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e immortal. Phenix bene Wege d the air; 4 


«© Zealous to conquer, at my King' J command, 
I in my cervices unrivalled ſtand. 
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5 This 1 was 1 8 to ede 5 the care of Diego de Soto. 
I a am not certain if J. de Ribera, formerly ſecretary to Cortes, went, 
with it. I always thought him a bad kind of man, from what I ob- 


ſerved in him at play, either with cards or dice: beſides this he had 
Or: ill Paier | p31 „ 


— 


He however was 13 to Caſtille, aa took a ſum of money. wth 


1 90 for the general's father; which money he appropriated to his own. 


uſe, and then, unmindful of the obli igations he had received, faid much 
ill of Cortes; and being very flippant and fluent of ſpeech, and having 
peen his ſecretary, he obtained credit for what he ſaid, and combining 
with the Biſhop of Burgos and others, did him much harm; and 
would have done more had it not been for the interference of the Duke 
of Bejar, who protected Cortes on account of a treaty of marriage which 
was then on foot, between our general and a niece of that Duke, na- 
med Donna Juana de Zuniga. This, combined with the ſeaſonable ar- 
rival of the preſent, gave a favourable turn to the affairs of nes, 


In regard to the golden Phœnix, 1 muſt obſerve, that the motto 
gave great offence to many, as they thought it preſumption in Cortes 


to ſay he had no equal in his fervices. But his friends juſtly defended 


him; for who had extended fo far the fame and power of his Majeſty, 
-or brought ſo many thouſands of ſouls to the dominion of our holy 
church? They alſo did not forget us his aſſociates, but declared that we 
alſo were intitled to honours and emoluments, having earned them, as 
the Caſtillian nobility did thoſe enjoyed by their deſcendants. — 
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As to the di. it went no farther than the city of Seville; his 
Majeſty was. . pleaſed to make a preſent of it to Don Franciſco de los 
Cobos, commendador major of Leon, who melted it down. Its value 
amounted to twenty W ducats. EE 


$ ſuit was mids by Martin' Click againſt Ribera, on ES 
count of the money of which the latter had defrauded him. While it 
was yet pending, and as Ribera was on a journey, he ſtopped to dine 
at the town of Cadakalfa, where, eating ſome broiled meat, he fell 


down dead ſuddenly, and without confeſſion ' God 9 his _ 
Amen. | 


Cortes continued to rebuild and embelliſh the city of Mexico. It 
was now as well peopled by the natives as it had ever been before. He 
gave them privileges, exempting them from all tribute to his Majeſty 
until their houſes were completed, as alſo the cauſeways, bridges, pub- 
lic edifices, and aqueducts. In the Spaniſh quarter churches and hoſ- 
pitals were erected, under the care of the good father Bartholome de 
Olmedo, as vicar and ſuperior. This reverend father had alſo eſta- 


bliſhed an hoſpital for the anne, to whom he paid the utmoſt 
attention. Is 


i 


In compliance with our petition to his Majeſty, as formerly rela- 
ted, Don Franciſco de los Angeles, general of the Franciſcans, ſent 
twelve of his order under the vicarage of father Martin de Valencia. 
Amongſt them came father Toribio de Motolinea; this ſirname, the 
meaning of which is, the poor brother, was given him by the Mexicans, 
becauſe all that he got in charity he diſtributed in the ſame manner, and 
was frequently without a morſel to cat. He alſo always went barefoot- 
ed, and wore a tattered habit, and conſtantly preaching to the natives, 
was very popular among them. As ſoon as Cortes was informed of 
their arrival at Villa Rica, he gave directions for the road to Mexico to 
be put in good order, houſes to be built at proper ſtations for them to 
refreſh in, and the inhabitants of all 1 towns to go out to receive them 

with 


( 387 ) 
with reverence, ringing ANDY bells, bearing crucifixes and li ghted wax 


candles, and the Spaniards to kneel down and kiſs their Nals. When 
they approached Mexico, he went out to meet them and as ſoon as they : 


appeared, Cortes: threw himſelf from his horſe to kiſs the hands of the 
reverend vicar. When the natives ſaw the general on his knees to thoſe 
reverend fathers, with bare feet and in tattered habits, they were aſto- 
niſhed, and conſidering them as gods, they all followed his e 
and have _ to do ſo ever ſince. 


Fans 


| Coma at this time tit it t neceſfary | to inform his Majeſty of 
b proceedings in the converſion of the natives, the rebuilding of the 
city, and the expedition which he had ſent againſt the province of Hon- 
duras under the command of De Oli, who had deſerted, and embraced | 


the party of Velaſquez, „on which account he had determined to ſend a 


force againſt him. He alſo complained of the proceedings of Velaſquez, 


and of the injury his Majeſty's ſervice had ſuſtained thereby, as alſo by - 


the partiality of the Biſhop of Burgos. He remitted at the ſame time 
thirty thouſand crowns in gold to his Majeſty's treaſury, and lamented 


the unfortunate effects of thoſe abuſes, as having prevented him from 
making an ampler contribution of gold. He at the ſame time com- 


| plained of one Rodrigo de Albornos, contador in Mexico, who af] per- 
ſed him from private motives, becauſe he had refuſed to give him in 


marriage the daughter of the Indian lord of Teſcuco, adding that he 


underſtood that this Albornos was attached to the intereſt of the Biſhop 
of W and was accuſtomed to write to him! in cyphers. . 


— 


At i ue the news of the biſhop's removal had not reached 


Mexico. Albornos, before mentioned, ſent by the ſame veflel his accu- 


ſations againft Cortes, charging him with levying exceſſive contribu- 
tions of gold for his own uſe. That he was fortifying caſtles, and mar- 


rying the daughters of great lords to his private ſoldiers, inſinuating 
that Cortes was endeavouring to ſet himſelf up as an independent king, 
and ſtrongly repreſenting the neceſſity of ſending an officer with a great 
force, to ſupercede him. Theſe letters came to the. hands of the Biſhop 

| Bdd a. of 
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of . who laid them before the whole junto of the enemies af Cor- 
tes, and this new. matter was immediately brought before his Majeſty. 
They complained, of the partiality which they alledged was ſhewn to- 
wards hirn en former occaſions, and his Majeſty, deceived by theſe 
miſrepreſentations, which were enforced by the bold and lofty tone of 
Narvaez, naw iſſued an order for the admiral of St. Domingo to go with 
fix hundred ſoldiers to arreſt Cortes, and make him anſwer if he found 
him culpable, with his head. Alſo to. puniſh all thoſe of us who. had 
been concerned in the attack upon Narvaez, As an encouragement, 
this officer was promiſed the admiralty of New A the right of which 
was now under liti aon in the cet. 


| The Aimee ber Fon wann tof WNT; or 1 apprehenſive 
of ſerious conſequences from committing himſelf againſt ſo able and ſo 
ſuccefsful a leader as Cortes, delayed ſetting out upon his expedition ſo 
long, that it gave time to the friends and agents of Cortes to make a. 
full explanation of the circumſtances, and alſo of the conduct of Albor- 
nos, to the Duke of Bejar, who immediately went to wait upon the | 
Emperor, to repreſent the true ſtate of the caſe, and to offer his We. = 
2 ſecurity for the loyalty and good conduct of Cotes. : 12 


His Majeſty an anon due 8 e af the Juſting 
of our cauſe, determined to ſend a perſon of high quality and found 
judgment, and one who feared the Lord, to hold a ſupreme court of 
juſtice in New Spain. Such a perſon he found: in the licentiate Luis 
Ponce de Leon, couſin to the count Don Martin de Cordova. To him 
his Majeſty intruſted the buſineſs of enquiry into the conduct of Cortes, 
with full power to inflict the greateſt puniſhment, in caſe he. ſhould 


find him guilty. It was however two years wad. an a half betone this 
gentleman arrived i in New Sein 


1 have now gone beyond the date of my narrative two years in ad- 
vance, to inform the reader of this circumſtance; and I may now alſo 


Wenien. that during the Lee. of Don Anthanio de Mendoza, 
that 


(0850 ) 


that moſt inuſtrious nobleman, worthy of eternal memory and benen 
glory, for his wiſe and juſt government, this ſame Albornos wrote 
ſlanderous and malignant letters of him, as he had done before of Cor- 
tes. The letters which related to Don Anthonio were all returned from 
Caſtille, into the hands of that naahlem 
with all the perſonal abuſe of himſelf that they contained, he ſent for 
Albornos, and ſhewing them to him, ſaid in his mild and flow man- 
ner of ſpeaking, whenever you chooſe to make me the ſubject of 
your letters to his Majeſty, mind that in future you tell the truth; 
* and npw go about your buſineſs, for a knave as you. axe.” ; Thus he 
iat the contadox, PALS wah conf uſſon. Ft, 


an,.and when he had read them, 
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Deo E OLI I have bach mentioned. as | havin; g ill: When Cor- 
tes received intelligence of this, it made him very penſive; but as he 
was one not to be trifled with in ſuch caſes, he determined to ſend a 
gentleman who was his relation, by name Franciſco de las Caſas, 
with five ſhips, and one hundred well provided ſoldiers, NS with 
them ſome of the ori nnd veteran NAT Las: of Mexico. 


Las Caſas 12 out from the port of Vera Crus, with his 8800 ſhips, 
and his pennants flying, and with fair winds arrived at the bay named 


El Triumpho de la Cruz, where De Oli had eſtabliſhed his poſt. Al- 


though Las Caſas hoiſted the ſignal of peace, De Oli determined upon 
making reſiſtance, and ernbarking a number of ſoldiers in two armed 
veſſels, he ſent them to oppoſe Las Caſas, who being a brave man was 
determined to land at all events; he therefore ordered gut his boats and 


arming them with ſwivels and muſquetry, attacked the other party, and 


ſunk one of their veſſels, killing four ſoldiers and wounding many. 
When De Oli faw this he thought it adviſable to propoſe terms of peace, 
for a conſiderable part of his ſoldiers were detached up the country, in 
ſearch of another body of troops which was making conqueſts there, 


about the river Pechin. This laſt mentioned pry: was commanded by 
a Captain Gil Gonzalez de Avila. e 


De Oli as I have already related being in expectation of the return. 
of his detachment, wiſhed for a truce with Las Caſas, which the latter 
for his misfortune agreed to, and remained at ſea, partly in the inten- 

tion 
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tion of looking out for ſome other place of difernbarkation, and RY 


induced by letters from the friends of Cortes. who were in the troops 
commanded by De Oli. On that night a hard gale ſprung up, by 
which our. veſſels were driven on ſhore and entirely loſt, with above 
thirty of the ſoldiers. The reſt were made priſoners, after being two 
days without food, and almoſt dying with cold, being thoroughly ſoak- 
ed in the falt water and with rain which at that ſeaſon fell very heavily. 


De Oli was very triumphant on this occaſion. He made his priſoners | 


; ſwear fidelity to him againſt Cortes, releaſing them all except Las Caſas. 


The parties he had ſent out againſt Gonzalez de Avila returned about 


this time. It ſeems that Avila came there as governor of Golfo Dolce, 
and had founded a town which he named St. Gil de Buena Viſta. De 
Oli on hearing of it ſent his troops againſt him, who in their firſt attack. 


had taken Avila priſoner, killed his nephew, and alſo eight of his ſol- 
diers. De Oli was now in great ſtate with two captains as his priſo- 


ners, and that all might know his valour which certainly was very great 
ſo far as his own perſon was concerned, he wrote a full account of his 
exploits to his friend Velaſquez. He afterwards marched up the coun- 


try to a place called Naco, in a very populous diſtrict, the whole of 
which is now deſtroyed. While De Oli remained. here, he ſent out 
troops on different excurſions; among others he ſent a party under one 


Captain Briones who was the firſt to inſtigate him to revolt. He was 


a ſeditious fellow, and the lower parts of his ears had been cut off, as 


he uſed to tell us, for refuſing, together with other officers, to ſurren- 
der themſelves in a certain fortreſs. This man was afterwards han ged 
in Guatimala. for mutiny. To return to my narrative, intelligence came 
to De Oli, that Briones with his whole body had revolted from him, 
and gone to New Spain, which turned out to be the. caſe. 


Las Cafas and De Avila being at large, though priſoners, for De 


Oli was too brave to be under any apprehenſions from them, concerted 
a plan with ſome ſoldiers to put him to death, the ſignal for which was 
to be the words, . To me, friends of the King and Cortes, kill the ty- 
* rant!” Las Caſas half in jeſt as it were, and laughing, then aſked. 
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18 for "Iibetty t 15 wil is Chris; to which De Oli teplica, hat, dee 
_ too happy to have ſo brave a nan for his companion, and did net 
choòſe to part with him. © Then,” faid Las Cafas in the {ame franz 
k ner, 5 take care that one of theſe days 1 do not kill you.” » All this the 
other conſidered as a joke; but the meaſures were taken, and one night 955 
after ſupper, when the cloths were taken away, and the ſervants and 5 
pag es had ſat down ir in their apartment. als Juan Nunez de Mercado and 
other ſoldiers of the party of Cortes, Las Caſas, and Avila, were coh- 
Can With De Oli upon the affairs of Mexico, and the fortune of 


„„ „ 4 


bim by the beard made a cut at his flircdt, and che others gave him wy 
Veral Hons) ;. but ſuch was his Rrength and activity of body, that ht 
eſcaped out of their hands for the preferit, calling aloud to his people 
For Te but they * were all too bufily ernployed at their ſuppers to 
Hear him. le then fled, and concealed himſelf among fome buſhes, 
in hopes of affiſtance. . Many were in the act of coming to him for the 
purpoſe, but were deterred by the cries of Las Caſas not to aſſiſt the ty- 
rant, but to rally on the fide of their King, and his general 'Cortes. 
They" firſt "heſitated, and then obeyed; and Las Caſas immediately gave 
notice, that whoever knew where De Oli was, and did not immediately 
lt it, ſhould ſuffer death. Information was ſoon given, in confe- 
quence of which he was "made priſoner, and, by ſentence of the two 
captains, beheaded in tlie town of Naco, thus paying with his life for 
having followed evil counſels ; being a very brave man, but of no fore- 
fight. Cortes hiad conferred many favours" on him; he held a commit- 
ſion of Maeftre de Campo, had valuable eſtates, and was married to 


Donna Philippa de Aranja, a handſome lady, by whom he 
200 one daughter. 


12 Cafas and Rvlla ry now free and their enemy dead, joined 


their troops together, and acted in concert. Las Cafas colonized Trux- 
allo in Eſtremadura; Avila ſent A meſſage to his lieutenant in Buena 


Viſta, ordering him to remain as he was, and that he fhould ſhortly 


receive 
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receive windet, which he was going to requeſt from Cortes at 


Mexico. The two captains having ſet out for that uy, r will 98 
may . leave of ugh for 1 e eee LEED 


e in aa INT zer the pee of 1 Gas: popu 


to grow apprehenſive of a-diſaſter; not that he entertained the leaſt doubt 


of the valour or conduct of that officer, but he repented, under the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe, that he had not taken the command ' himſelf. 
He was alſo anxious to examine the ſtate of that province, more eſpe- 


cially its mines, and for theſe reaſons now determined to ſet out upon 
his journey thither! He appointed a good garriſon to take charge of 


the city of Mexico during his abſence, and provided the different poſts 
with artillery, leaving as his deputies in the government, the treaſurer 


| Alonzo de Eſtrada, and the contador Albornoz. Cortes did not know 


the ſecret ſervices the latter had been rendering him at court, or he pro- 


bably would not have left him in power, although on the other hand 
it 1s poſſible, that he could not have avoided it. He appointed the li- 


centiate Zuazo alguazil major of the city, and as alguazil major and 
agent in his private concerns, Rodrigo de Paz, To theſe he ſtrongly 


inſiſted on the ſtricteſt attention, both to the intereſt of his Majeſty, and 


the converſion of the natives. This he alſo recommended to the worthy 
. Werle and Olmedo, both ny men. 


{In ney to deprive the Mexicans of ales, in eaſe they ſhould at- 
tempt to riſe, he took with him Guatimiotzin the late king, the chief 


of Tacuba, Velaſquez an Indian and captain under Guatimotzin, and 


ſeveral others. There came alſo with us Fra Juan de las Varillas, ano- 


ther clergyman, two reverend fathers, Flemings, and good theologians, 


to preach the faith, and the captains De Sandoval and Luis Marin, with 


many other cavaliers, The ſuite, or officers who attended the perſon 


of Cortes were as follows; a ſteward and paymaſter, a keeper of the plate, 
a major domo, two ſtewards of the houſehold, a butler, a confectioner, 


a chamberlain, a phyſician, a ſurgeon, a number of pages of his houſe- 


hold, amongſt whom was D. Franciſco de Montejo afterwards captain 
Eee MM 
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in Yucatan; two armour bearers, eight grooms, two FFI five 
muſicians, 2 ſtage dancer, a jugler and puppet player, -a maſter of the 
horſe, three Spaniſh muleteers. The general brought a great ſervice of 
gold and ſilver plate, and a large drove of ſwine for his table followed 
feeding by the way. Three thouſand Mexican warriors nn their 
wn Hehe ume train of menees⸗ cee 


* 


When dion vow, was on fe) paint « ſuing oi out, thi factor e 
ap the veedor Chirinos, either ſeeing or affecting to ſee much danger 
likely to xefult from Cortes quiting the ſeat of government, and finding 
alſo that they had not been left in any ſtation during his abſence, remon- 
ſtrated with him, but finding it to be to no purpoſe, they then requeſted 
permiſſion to accompany him as far as Guacacualeo. To this he gave 
his conſent, and they accordingly ſet out. Cortes was received in all 
the places upon his way with ſuch pomp and rejoicing as is not in my 
power to deſcribe. Above fifty ſoldiers and ſtraggling travellers newly 
arrived from Caſtille joined him upon the road, and the general divided 
his troops in two parties, until their arrival at Guacacualcd, for the 
greater convenience of obtainin g dane : 


During the; journey, the welt and factor bats bu cloſe 
to Cortes, eſpecially the latter, playing a hundred tricks of ſervility and 
obſequiouſneſs, and every word he ſpoke, he was cap in hand, and 
with his fluent ſpeech, and ſmooth. words, as it were'trying to get him 
back to Mexico, and exprefling his ſolicitude for his ſafety. Some 
times when he was riding by the ſide of the general he would ſing, 
2 Ay tio bolvamonos, ay tio bolvamonos. Pg They Cortes would mn. 
at him and: reply ſinging, 


e « Adelante mi ſobrino, adelante mi ſobrino, 


*© Y no creais in agueros, que ſera lo que dios quifiere. 
% Adelante mi ſobrino. - . 
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. the aten of o our Nag and his delicate bo Og I have 
now to mention how a marriage took place 0 on the arrival A ef the . party 
at the town of Ojeda, which is near that of Orizava, between our lin- 
guiſt Donna Marina, and Juan Xaramillo. The next place they came 
to was Guazpaltepeque, in the diſtrict of Sandoval. As ſoon as intel- 
lig gence reached Guacacualco of the advance of Cortes to Guaz paltepeque, 
all the Spaniards of that ſettlement came thirty three leagues to receive 
him. This I mention that the reader may ſce what fear and reſpect he 
Was held in by us. Proceeding beyond the place laſt mentioned, in croſ- 
ing : a large river, fortune began to frown upon us, for three of our ca- 
noes overſet, whereby, ſome plate and other valuables were loſt, for 
that river is ſo full of alligators that there was no recovering any thing. 
Paſſing Illuta, when we came to the river by Guacacualco we found 
three hundred canoes faſtened two and two to carry us over; here we 
were received under triumphal arches, and with various feſtivities repre- 


ſenting g ſkirmiſhes of C hriſtians and Moors, e with ce 
and other ſhows of that kind. 


| Here Cords remained by days, during which time the factor was 
continually ſounding i in his ears the burthen of his old ſong. He alſo 
told him of ſecret practices of the contador and the treaſurer, who boaſt- 
ed that he was the ſon of his catholic Majeſty, and in ſhort a number 
of ſtories, the drift of all which was, to induce Cortes to ſupercede the 
preſent deputies, and put him, and the veedor, in their places. In this 
he too well ſucceeded; for by his arts he obtained from the general a 
deputation for himſelf and his aſſociate the veedor, to hold the govern- 
ment of 1 in caſe BR ſhould Jud ge that the preſent deputies 
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failed in their duty. Theſe intrigues cauſed much trouble: erde 


in Mexico as I will relate at the proper time. The reverend father bla- 


med Cortes for what he had done, and foreſaw the. conſequences that 
followed. The veedor and factor now took their leaves, with ſuch ten- 
derneſs and affection, the latter pretending to ſob and cry with ſorrow 
at parting, that it was ridiculous to ſee it. The fellow had by the tricks 


of his friend Valiente the ſecretary, got at that time in his pocket the 
documents he. wanted for the furtherance of his views in Mexico, of 


which as I before obſerved. I will ſay no more for the preſent, but con- 


tinue the narrative of our painful journey, for 1 left this 1 with the 
general, and attended him Vane: Eo ene By 


Cortes now IT; orders to one of his i major domos, 8 3 Cu- 


(het, at Villa Rica, to freight two light veſſels with biſcuit off maiz, 
(for at that time there was no wheat in New Spain,) ſix pipes of wine, 


oil, vinegar, pork, iron, and other neceſſary articles, and to proceed 
with them along the coaſt, northward, until he ſhould receive further 


directions. The general then ordered all the ſettlers of Guacacualco 


who. were fit for ſervice to join his expedition. I have already mention- 


ed how this colony was formed out of the moſt reſpectable hidal gos, 


and ancient conquerors of the country; and now that we had reaſon to 
expect to be left in quiet poſſeſſion of our hard earned properties, our 
houſes and farms, we were obliged to undertake an hoſtile expedition 
to the diſtance of five hundred leagues, and which took up the time of 
above two years and a half. But we dared not ſay no, neither would 
it avail us. We therefore armed ourſelves, and mounting our horſes, 
joined the expedition, making in the whole above two hundred and 
fifty veterans, of whom one hundred and thirty were cavalry, beſides 
many Spaniards new] y arrived fr rom Eu 4 1 


I 'was ids ordered to march at * head of thirty Spaniards 
and three thouſand Mexicans, to a diſtrict named Cimatan, which was 
in rebellion, with directions to quarter my troops on the natives, and 
ifl found them ſubmiſſive, to do no farther i injury, but if refractory, 


they 


* | 
they wei to be Küss intelligibly; three times, in preſence of a 


royal notary and proper witneſſes, and in caſe they perſiſted,” I Was to- 


make war on, and compel them to ſubmit. The orders which I re- 
ceided from the general I now have in my poſſeſſion, figned and ſealed 


by him, and counterſigned by his feeretary, A. Valiente. I found the 


people peaceable, but in a few months after, in conſequence of the ſet 
"I tlers of Guacacualco beirig withdrawn, \e 
| ver they being”! inthe fate that I have mentioned, I made no Fs but 
be our with my derachmen 


d to Tonala, croſſed : a river to Ayaqualuloo, croſſed another river, 


and, ſeven leagues diſtant an arm of the ſea, upon a bridge of half a 


quarter of a league in length; a moſt aſtoniſhing work in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, and conſtructed by the natives of the country under the inſpection 
of two captains, ſettlers of Guacacualco. They then proceeded to a large 
river named Mazapa, which flows by Chiapa, and is named by mati- 


ners Rio de dos Bocas; this they croſſed 1 in double canoes, and proceed- 
ing through ſome villages, came to Iquinapa, where my detachment 
| joined them: We then croſſed another river on wooden bridges, alſo 
an arm of the ſea, and came to a great toven named Copilco, where the 
province of Chontalpa begins, which was very popalogs, covered with. 


| W of Coon, and” PR TO” 


Rm Copiles we Clarice 00 Nicauxaica; m to Zigutan, paſ- 


_ another river, in which the general loſt- ſome articles of his bag- 
gage. - The laſt mentioned town was found by us in a ſtate of peace, 
but the inhabitants fled during the niglit. Cortes ordered parties out 
to ſearch the woods and make priſoners, which was a very inconſiderate 
thing, and productive of bad eonſequences; we found; it is true, after 


much trouble, ſeven chiefs and ſome others, but they all made their 


eſcape from us again during the night, and we were thus left without 
ae. bin t this Was are at our ane ne canoes from Tabaſco, 
nts © Jae +5 * 8 5 4 4 | I 1 4 7. 27 4 „ i 0 1 loaded. 
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We 4 vr an our march to Tepetitan 2 
gat river named Chilapa, at which we were « 
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d four days. mak- 


ing batks. I propoſed to Cortes, to ſend five of our Indian guides to a 


town of the ſame name, which, I underſtood ta be;qn the — of this 
d us with their canoes. Cortes aſſented. 


and it was done; we procured. fix large canoes, Landa alſo Wee We 
were alen Gays; in hen ing. * PE 


iy QF | 4 . 


— 


2e a ee 35 we . went or ont ra N N 1 was. | _ 5 
burnt, in, conſequence. of a civil War. For, three days of our march 


from the river of. Chilapa, , our horſes, were almoſt conftantly up to the 
girths in the marſhy grounds which we had to paſs. We then, reached 
a place named Iztapa, the inhabitants of which had fled. 5 We ſent in 
ſearch of them, and ſeyeral chiefs and, others were brought i in, who be, 


ing treated kindly, made the general. a preſent of ſome trifling articles in | 
gold. We halted here for three days on account of the plenty of corn 


and graſs; Cortes alſo approved of it for the ſcite of. a colony, it being 


1 by many towns which mi ight be attached to it as dependen - 


From the travelling merchants here, Cortes obtained information 
as abe his future route, produeing to them a map painted on cloth, 


| whereon was repreſented the way which he was to take to reach Huy- 


acala, which means great Acala; it being ſo called to diſtinguiſh it from 
another place of that name. They told him that the way . he, was to 
take was much interſected: by. rivers, and that in order to reach a place 
named Tamaztepeque, three days journey diſtant, three rivers and an 
arm of the ſea were to be croſſed. The general in conſequence gave or- 


ders to the chiefs to conſtruct bridges at the Proper h and alſo to 


n Canoes z. neither of which was . 


The three * AY 3 a 1 us 1 journey would 
ths up, turned out to be no leſs than ſeven; but they ſucceeded. in 


gettin g 


63 
5 getting vid of ur we bet out, provided only with roaſted maiz 


and roots ſufficient for three days; We were obliged to conſtrudt'bridg- 
es of timber, at which all laboured from the general downwards, which 
detained us three days, during which time we had nothing to eat but 
_ certain wild plant named Quexquexque, which inflames the mouth. 


and tongue. When we had croſſed this inlet we found no road what- 


ever, and we were obliged to open our way through the woods, as it 

were; ſword in hand. After labouring thus for two days in hopes of 
place which we were in ſearch of, we became totally in 
_ deſpair. The trees were ſo thick that we could not ſee the ſun, and 
| when we aſcended to the top of one we could not diſcover to any diſ- 


reaching the 


tance. Of our three guides alſo two had fled, and the third was inca- 
pable of rendering any ſervice. Cortes, whoſe reſources were inexhauſt- 


ible, guided himſelf by a mariners compaſs, and by his Indian map, 


according to which, the town we were in queſt of, lay to the eaſt. 


Cortes himſelf was however forced to acknowledge, that if we were 
one day more without ene it, he did not t know ws” we 


ſhould do. 14 


2 27 
* 


9 


. we at this; time aac 3 remains of trees hich 
had been formerly cut; and alſo a ſmall lane or path, .and Lopez the 


pilot and I returned to report our diſcovery. to the general. Our news 
revived the ſpirits of the army, and we puſhed forward to a village on 
the oppoſite fide of a river, where, though the inhabitants had: aban- 
doned it, we found fufficiency of proviſions for ourſelves and- our horſes. 


Parties were immediately ſent out in queſt of the natives, and they ſoon 


returned, bringing with them many chiefs and prieſts, who being well 
treated, procured us a plentiful ſupply of proviſions, and pointed out 


our way to Izguantepeque, which was three days journey, or ſixteen 


leagues diſtant from this town of Tamaztepeque. During our journey 


hither we loſt our ſtage dancer by fatigue, as alſo three of the newly 


arrived Spaniards; and many of the Mexicans were left to: die upon the 


road. It came alſo to be diſcovered that ſome of their chiefs had ſeized 


two or — of the natives of the Races through which we paſſed, and 
7 | concealed 
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ps wich the n until through huoger they hed killed oe 
and eaten them, dreſſing the bodies in their manner, which: is, by a: 
kind of oven made with heated ſtones which are put under ground. 
On enquiry it was alſo found out that they had done the ſame with two, _ 
of our guides who had fled from us, but were retaken. Cortes ſeverelx 
hended all thoſe concerned, and one of the reverend father Fran- 
tens preached a holy and wiſe ſern n on the -ottaſion;: after which, | 
by way of example, the general cauſed one againſt whom it was en 1 5 
clearly proved to be burnt; for though all were equally guilty, yet in 
the preſent circurnſtances one example was judged ſufficient.” As for! 
our poor: muſicians: with their inſtruments, their ſackbuts, and dulci- 
mers, they felt the loſs of the regales and feaſts of Caſtille, and now: 
their harmony was ſtopt, excepting one only, whom the ſoldiers uſed 
to curſe whenever he ſtruck up. ſaying it was maiz and not imuſic that. 
they wanted, Some perſons have aſked me how it happened that ſince 
necoeſſity has no law, we did not, rather than ſtarve, lay our hands on 
the herd of pigs which Cortes brought with him. To this I reply that 
they were not within our ſight or reach, and the general's ſteward, who 
was a ſly artful fellow, ſaid that they had all been eaten by the alliga- 
tors in croſſing the river. But in reality they had them four days march 
behind the army. On our route we made croſſes in the living trees, 
and put inſcriptions « on chem ee b avs Me Cortes and. mann 
1 ſuch a time. Fe hall Bie vs FFF 
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The Indians of Tana FI 8 to our next F : 
Ci guatepecad, to inform the people of our approach, and remove -their - 
apprehenſions. They alſo, to the number of twenty attended us thither, : 
where, being arrived and halted, Cortes was anxious to know the courſe 
of a large river which flows by that town. Upon. enquiry! he found 
that it diſcharged. itſelf in certain inlets of the ſea, near the towns named. 
Gueyataſta, and Xicalango, and thereby he thought that he could 
conveniently ſend two Spaniards to the north coaſt, to obtain i= 
tion relative to his ſhips. One of his meſſengers was Franciſco, de 
Medina, to whom he gave a Joint commiſſion of captain with Simon de 


£2 uenca, 
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Cuenca, 4 flow whom he had eihployed" to frei ght and can 


the ſhips. De Medina was an able and diligent man, arid well ab- 
quainted with the country; it would have been better however on the 


; preſent occaſion if he had not been entruſted with ſuch powers; as will 
appear. De Medina having gone down the river to meet the veſſels, and 
having arrived at Xicalonga where they were at anchor, waiting to hear 
from Cortes, preſented the general's letters to Cuenca, and alſo pro- 
duced his own commiſſion as captain, A diſpute immediately enſued 
between theſe two officers relative to the chief command, and each being 


ſupported by a party, they had recourſe to arms, and fought until there 


were not eight Spaniards on both ſides left alive. When the neighbour- 
ing Indians perceived this they fell upon the ſurvivors, put them to 


death, and deſtroyed the two ſhips, ſo that we did not, To two Yours | 


and a half, ROW WW was become of them. 


3 we were © ended at en quarters, that the town of Guey- 
20414 was diſtant three days march from us, and that our way was acroſs 

deep rivers and trembling marches. Cortes accordin gly ſent two ſoldiers 
to examine them, who, ſounding and trying the rivers, came back and 


reported that they were paſſable by conſtructing wooden bridges acroſs 
them, but as to the marſhes, which lay more diſtant, and which were 


the moſt material, they made no examination at all. Cortes alſo ſent 


me and one Gonzalo de Mexia forward to Op, with ſome guides 


| Who offered themſelves from our preſent quarters. We ſet out accord- 


ingly, but in the night our Indians left us, for it Moth that the two 
nations were at war, and we were now forced to rely entirely on our- 
ſelves. When we arrived at the firſt town belonging to the diſtrict of 
Gueyacala, which is the chief over about twenty others, the inhabitants 
of it ſhewed ſome ſigns of jealouſy, but we ſoon reconciled them. This 
diſtrict is much interſected by lakes, rivers, and trembling marſhes. 
Some of the dependent towns are in iſlands, and all the communication 
is by canoes. We invited the chiefs to go and wait upon Cortes, but 

this they declined on account of the hoſtility between the two nations. 

It ſeems that on the firſt day of our arrival they had no _ of our force, 
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but on the next they had received further intelligence concerning it, and 

treated us with more deference. They promiſed that they would provide 

every accomodation for our people on their arrival, and while we were 
engaged in diſcourſe with them on theſe ſubjects, two Spaniards ſent 
| py Cortes brought me letters, wherein he ordered, that I ſhould within 
5 tree days meet him with all the proviſions that I could collect, for 
5 that he had been deſerted by the natives, and was on his way to Guey- 
acala without any neceſſaries whatever. Theſe Spaniards alſo informed 
me, that four'of our ſoldiers who had been detached by Cortes higher 
up t the river had not returned, and were ſuppoſed to be murdered, as 
ee ae to be the esſe . "= 
Comes N his i 8 was for four days eat RY in con- 
ſtructing his bridge acroſs the great river, during which time the army 
ſuffered dreadfully from hunger, having left their laſt quarters without 
any proviſions whatever. Some old ſoldiers cut down trees reſembling 
the palm, and procured nuts which they roaſted and eat. A very poor 
reſource for ſo many. On the night that the bridge was finiſhed I arri- 
ved with one hundred and thirty loads of corn, honey, fruit, and falt, 
and eighty fowls. It was dark, and Cortes had made mention of his 
expectation of my arrival. The conſequence was, that the ſoldiers 
waited for me, and immediately laid violent hands on every atom of 
proviſions which I had brought, not leaving any thing for Cortes or 
the other officers. The general's ſteward and major domo cried out, 
this is for the general,” and ** do not. touch that,” but it was to no 
avail, the ſoldiers ſaid that the general and the others had been eating 
their hogs, while the poor ſoldiers were famiſhing, and neither entrea- 
| ties nor arguments could induce them to leave him ſo much as a ſingle 
| load of corn. Cortes loſt all patience when he heard of it, and ſwore 
that he would make enquiry and puniſh thoſe who had committed the 
outrage, and who had talked about the hogs. But he ſoon found that 
this was merely crying in the defert. He then blamed me, but I told 
| him that a guard ſhould have been appointed to receive the proviſions 
| when they were brought in, for that hunger knows no law. As he 
: | e 
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ſaw-there was.no remedy he returned to me, 8 Captain De Sandoval 
being preſent, addreſſed me with good words ſaying, my. dear friend 


Del Caſtillo I am ſure that you have left ſomething dehind you ' on 


4 road for yourſelf and our friend here; do let us go together, and, 
permit me to ſhnare it with you,” Sandoval alſo ſaid that he vowed to 


hi God he had not ſo much as à handful of maiz. When thus ap- 


plied to I could not refuſe tbem. . Well, faid I, „ when the 
+ ſoldiers are all aſſeep; come with me, and take ſhares of what I pro- 
vided for myſelf and thoſe with me; which Was, twelve loads of 
maiz, twenty fowls, three jars of honey, fruits, and falt; I had alſo 
ſome women to make bread. They both thanked and embrace me, 
and ſo we eſcaped famine for this time. Cortes enquired hou / the reve- 


rend fathers: had fared, but there Was no cauſe of apprehenſion” for 


them, as each ſoldier gave them a portion of what he had: obtained. 


_ Such: are the hardſhips attendant upon exped itions in unexplored coun- 


tries l our general, feared as he was by the ſoldiers, had his proviſions 


pillaged, and was in danger of ſtarving, and Captain De Sandoval 
would not truſt any one, but went himſelf to get his ration from me. 
On continuing our march, when we had advanced about a league from 


the river, we came to thoſe deſperate trembling marſhes. Here our hor- 
ſes: were near being all ſmothered; but as the diſtance was not above 
half a bow ſhot between the firm ground on each fide, we contrived to 
draw them through it by main force, and when we had gotten acroſs, 


after returning thanks to God, Cortes ſent to Gueyacala for a freſh ſup- 


ply of proviſions, of which he took care not to be ꝑlundered as on the 


former occaſion, and on the enſuing day the whole of onr party arrived, 


at an early hour, in the town of Gueyacala, where the chiefs attended. 

and had made m__ preparations for our reception. 2 
| Cortes] Havin g done whatever was neceſſary to conciliate the good 
will of theſe people, enquired of them relative to his future march, and 
alſo, if they had ever received any intelligenex of ſhips being on the 
eoaſt, or of any ſettlement of Europeans there. They told him, that 
at the diſtance of eight days journey there were many men with beards 
Fff 2 like 
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like ourſelves, who had horſes, and three ſhips wich them. They alſo 
furniſhed him with a map of his route, and offered their aſſiſtance du 
ring the march; but in anſwer to his demand that they would open the 


way for us, they repreſented to him the diſobedience of ſome of their 
| dependencies, and expreſſed their wiſhes to reduce them to ſubmiſſion 


by our means. This duty he gave to Diego de Mazariegos, a relation 
of the treaſurer Alonzo de Eſtrada, as a compliment to him, and call- 
ing me aſide, he deſired that I would attend him upon the occaſion as 
his counſellor, from my experience in the affairs of the country. This 
L ſhould not now mention, nor do I as a boaſt, but it is my duty as an 
hiſtorian, and further, it was well known to the whole army, and his 
Majeſty was informed of it in the letters written to him by Cortes. 

About eighty of us went with Mazariegos upon this atoms When. 
we arrived, we found the diſtrict in the beſt. diſpoſition poſſible ; the 


7] chiefs returned with uv us to wait on Cortes, and brought with them a moſt 


plentiful ſupply of proviſions. In about four days after this, all the 


native chiefs deſerted us, and we were left with only three guides, to 


purſue our route, which we did, crofling two rivers, to another town 


in the diſtrict of Gueyacala, which we found end. 


FIRES was 1 * of he death of Se laſt native d king 5 


of the Mexicans. It appeared that a plot had been entered into by this 


unfortunate man, together with many others of his nobility, to murder 
the Spaniards, and return to Mexico; and that on their arrival, they 
intended to make a junction of all their forces, and attack the Spaniſh 
garriſon. Their treaſon was communicated to the general by two lords 

named Tapia and Juan Velaſquez, who had commanded under Guati- 
motzin during the ſiege. As ſoon as Cortes got the knowledge of it he 
took the informations, not only of theſe two, but alſo of ſeveral others 
eoncerned; their confeſſion was, that perceiving we marched without 
precaution, that diſcontent prevailed, that many of our ſoldiers were 
fick, and. proviſions ſo ſcaxce that ten Spaniards had died of hunger ab- 
ſolutely, and others had returned to Mexico, conſidering alſo the uncer- 
tainty of. our fate and. deſtination. they had decided, that dying at once 


Was 


6 405 } 


was. preferable to geing with us any farther. They had therefore reſol- 


ved to try their fortunes, and fall upon us at the paſſage of ſome river 
W marſh, their numbers being an eneouragement to the attempt, as they 


exceeded three thouſand well armed men. Guatimotzin denied that tgßge 


while of the Mexican force was concerned in this plot, or that it would 
have ever been, to his knowledge, carried into effect. But he admit- 
ted that it had been heard though never approved of by him. The 
prince of Tacuba declared that all which had ever paſſed between Gua- 
timotzin and him was, frequent declarations that to loſe their lives at 


once would be preferable to waſting in the manner they were, in a ſlow- 


death, by hunger and fatigue; and ſeeing the diſtreſſes of their friends 
ſuffering around them. Without any more proofs whatever, Cortes. 
ordered Guatimotzin and his couſin the prince of Tacuba to be hanged: = 
immediately, and the preparations for the execution being made, they 
were brought to the place attended by the reverend fathers. Before he 
was executed, the king turning round to Cortes faid, © Malintzin l now 


I find in what your falſe words and promiſes have ended ;—in my 


«© death. —Better that I had fallen by my own hands than truſt myſelf 


in your power in my city of Mexico.—Why do you thus unjuſtly 
4. take my life? May God demand of you this innocent blood”? The 
prince of Tacuba only ſaic that he was happy to die by the fide of his 
lawful ſovereign,” Thus ended the lives of theſe two great men, and I 
. muſt fay like good chriſtians, and for Indians, moſt piouſly; and I 
heartily pitied Guatimetzin and his couſin, having ſeen them in ſuch 
great fortune and fituations. They behaved very kindly to me during 
our march, doing me many ſervices, eſpecially giving me Indians to 
earry graſs for my horſe; and I alſo declare that they ſuffered their deaths 
moſt undeſervingly, and ſo it appeared to us all, amongſt whom there 
was but one opinion upon, the ſubject ; that it: was a moſt unjuſt and 
cr wel ſentence. | 


we contiemet's our — ieee with great caution, from ap- 
1 of a mutiny among the Mexicans on account of the execu- 
tion of their chiefs; but the wretches were ſa exhauſted by famine; 


ſickneſs, 
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ſickneſs, and ſatigue, that they did not n even to think” about a 
matter. At night wWeé arrived at a village which was / abandoned. by, the 


inhabitants, but on ſearching we found eight prieſts who readily attend- 
ed us to Cortes. Ie deſired them to call back their neighbours; and 


that they ſhould receive no injury. This the prieſts readily promiſed, 
requeſting at the ſame time,,. that their idols which were in a temple ad- 
joining the building wherein were the quarters of Cortes; ſhould: not be 


touched; which the general agreed to, but took the opportunity of ex- 
poſtulating with them upon the abſurdity of venerating What was in 
reality no more than clay and timber. The prieſts ſeemed very willing 


to embrace the true doctrine, and brought us twenty loads: of fowls and 


maiz. To the queſtion put to them by Cortes, how mary days jour- 


ney, or ſuns, it was, to the place vrhere ere the men with beards on 


their faces and whio rode horſes they: replied, ſeven; thas ag — 


Nee yo, - and 95 0 to be. our ee chither. 
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 Corteh as a croſs to och fixed in a has collar tree; elelaſe 5 to \[theix a 
a which as I have before mentioned joined to the building where- 
in he had taken his quarters. He was at this time very ill tempered, 


and fad. He was vexed by the difficulties! and misfortunes which had 


attended his march, and his conſcience upbraided- him with the death 
of the unfortunate Guatimotzin. He vas ſo diſtracted by theſe thoughts 


that he could not reſt in his bed at night, and getting up in the dark to 


walk about, as a relief from his anxieties, he went into a large apart 
ment where ſome of the idols were worſhipped. . Here, he milled; his 
way, and fell from the height of twelve feet, to the ground, receiving 
a deſperate wound and contuſions in his head. This circumſtance he 
tried to conceal, keeping his ſufferingg t to | himſelf „and Setting bie hurts 


cured. as well as he. could. 


* 
I 


% 


Quitting this place we arrived in two days at a diſtrict the = 
of. which are called the Mazotecas, and found a newly built town; for- 


| tified. and:barricaded, with very ſtrong palliſadoes in two circles, one 


of which, was, like a barbican, with- loop holes, and trenches ſunk 


99 7 | before 
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before it. The part which was not fortified in this manner was defend 
ed by a perpendicular' rock, the top of which was piled with ſtones ſhap- 
ed for the ſling. It had alſo a Fafed and there was on one ſide of 
the town an impaſſable marſh. | On entry we found every houſe filled 
with proviſions of whatever kind the country afforded, and a magazine 
ſtocked with arms of all ſorts, but not a fingle human being. While 
we were expreſſing our aſtoniſhment at theſe circumſtances, fifteen In- 
dians came out of the marſh,” and addreſſing us with great ſubmiſſion, 
informed us that they had been driven to the conſtruction of this for- 
treſs, as a laſt reſource in an unſucceſsful war, in which they had been 
engaged with ſome of their neighbours, whom, as well as I recollect, 
they called the Lazandones. It ſeemed to be a warfare of plunder on 
each ſide. The name of this diſtrict means in their language a country 
abounding with game, which it was very well intitled to be called. 
Two of the Indians attended us from this place, and communicated to 
GABE what "_ knew of the erg ee of the Spaniards. | 5 


i We now travelled bight a country entirely open, conſiſting of 
vaſt plains without a tree. The heat of the ſun was exceſſive, and the 
deer which fed over this extenſive range of champaign were innumerable, 


and ſo tame as almoſt to come to our hands. The horſemen took them 


—  —— 


after the ſhorteſt pur ſuit, and we had in a very little ſpace of time above 


twenty killed. Aſking our guides the reaſon. of theſe animals.not being 
alarmed at the approach of men, we found: that it was. owing to a ſuper- 
ſtition of the people, ' who conſidered them to be divinities, as they ſaid 
that their gods appeared to them in their forms; and alſo that their idols 
had commanded that they ſhould be neither killed nor frightened. The 
heat of the weather was now ſo great, that a relation of the general's, 
named Palacios Rubios, loſt his horſe by purſuing the game. Purfu- 
ing our journey by villages where war had left its deſtructive marks, 
we met ſome Indians on their return from hunting. They had with 
them a huge lion which they had juſt killed, and ſome iguanas, a ſpe- 
cies of ſmall ſerpent, very good to eat. They led us to their town, be- 
ing obliged to wade up to our middles in a lake of freſh water with 

3 Which 


S 


Ieh it was d In this town was a large pond of freſh water, 
' which was quite full of fiſhes, reſembling what we call in Europe the 
ſhad fiſh, but enormouſly large, with prickles on their backs. We 


procured ſome nets, and took above a thouſand, which afforded us a 


plentiful meal. We alſo procured here five Indians, who on our enqui- 


ry by deſcription for our countrymen, readily undertook to guide us to 
their ſettlement, for they at firſt thought that we came to put them to 
death, and were happy to find. that 0 were s to be rid mh us on 
ſuch y terms. 


as 


We ent towards pl Nen named Tayaſal, Runte on an iſland, 


the white temples, turrets, and houſes of which, gliſtened from a diſtance. 


It was the chief town of a diſtrict. © As the road grew very narrow. we 


thought it beſt to halt for the night, four companies of ſoldiers being 
detached to the ſhore, to ſearch for a paſſage. Luckily they took two 


canoes, in which were ten men and two women who were conveying 
ſalt and maize. Being brought to Cortes and queſtioned, they faid, 
that they belonged-to the town before us, which was diſtant about four 
leagues. Cortes detained one canoe and ſome of the people, particular- 
ly the women, and ſent the others with two Spaniards to the chief, to 
demand from him canoes to croſs the water. Our whole party then ſet 
out towards the river, .and arriving there, we found'the cacique waiting 
for us. He invited the general to ls town, and Cortes embarked with 
thirty croſsbow-men, and arriving there, was preſented with ſome tri- 
fles of gold much alloyed, and a few mantles. They here informed | 
him that they knew of Spaniards being at two different places, one of 
which it ſeems was Nito, the other San Gil de Buena Viſta. He alſo 
learned that many more were at Naco, which is up the country, and 
diſtant ten days journey from Nito, which laſt mentioned place lies on 
the northern coaſt. The general on hearing this obſerved to us, that 
probably De Oli had divided his force, for as 2 we knew — o . 


Gil Gonzalez de Avila. 


halted at the diſtance 


Our whole body having croſſed the river 
; F2 of 
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of two leagues frorm it, to wait the return of Cortes, Here 2 Negro, 
ns their chance among enemies, to the og of the fati gues 
they had gone through. This day I was ſyn ſtruck and fell ill of a 
calenture. The weather alſo at this time changed, and for three days | 
and nights it never ceaſed raining ; but we were gbliged to continue our 
journey under it, from the apprehenſion that our proviſions ſhould fall 
ſhort.. After two days march we came to a ridge of rocks, the ſtones 
whereof cut like knives; we ſent ſoldiers a league's diſtance on each fide 
to ſearch for ſome other road, but to no effect, Our horſes fell here at 
every ſtep, and cut themſelves to pieces, and the farther we proceeded 
on the deſcent, the worſe it was. We left eight horſes dead upon the 
ſpot, and moſt of the reſt were ſo wounded as not to be able to keep 
up with us. Amongſt others who received hurts the general's relation 
Palacios Rubios broke his leg by a fall. We called this place La Sierra 
de los Pedernales. When we had gotten over it we did not fail to re- 
turn thanks to God for his mercy in extricating us from that difficulty. 
We then advanced chearfully towards a town named Taica, which lay 
before us, and where we hoped to find a ſufficiency of every thing ; but 
we were ſuddenly and unexpectedly ſtopped by an enormous torrent, 
which, being ſwelled by the heavy rains, came tumbling between great 
precipices with a noiſe which could be heard at the diſtance of two 
leagues, Here we were obliged to halt for three complete days, in or- 
der to make a bridge from one precipice to the other, and when at the 
end of the third day we began to paſs over, we found that the people 
on the other ſide had taken advantage of our delay, to remove then 
ſelves and all their proviſions out of dur reach. | 


When we learned that len all our F hunger was to be our 
portion, we ſeemed as it were thunder ſtruck, I own 1 never in my 
life felt my heart ſo depreſſed as when 1 found nothing to be had for 
myſelf or my people; and this too on the eve of our Lord' s reſurrection . 
a pretty feſtival we had of it truly! Cortes, after ſending out his ſer- 
vants every where, procured about a buſhel of maiz. When he faw 
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? Gs diſtreſs which we were in, he called together the coloniſts of Gua- 
5 cacualco, as the flower of his army, and earneſtly ſolicited us to do our 
utmoſt to procure ſome necęſſaries. Pedro de Ircio who was preſent 


aſked to be appointed to the command, to which Cortes aſſented; but 
I. who knew that De Ircio was more of a talking, than a marching 


ſoldier, and that he would lag by the way and retard us, whiſpered Cor- 


tes and Sandoval to prevent his going, for he being duck legged, could 

not get through the deep ground and mire like us, and would be obli- 
| ged to fit down. Cortes therefore ordered him to Ray, and five of us 
ſetting out together, with two guides, and crofling rivers and marſhes, 

came to ſome Indian houſes where we found proviſions in plenty. Here 
we alſo took ſome priſoners, and with their fruit, fowls, and corn, we 
celebrated the feaſt of the reſurrection heartily. : On the ſame night ar- 
rived a thouſand Mexicans, whom Cortes had andere to follow us. 
We joyfully loaded them with all the corn that we could procure, and 
twenty fowls for Cortes and Sandoval, and there ſtill remained ſome 
corn in the town which we ſtaid to guard. On the next day we advan- 
ced to other villages, where we found ſuch a plenty of corn that we 
wrote a billet to Cortes, with ink which we made, and on a piece of a 


drum head, deſiring him to ſend all che Indians that he could, to r 
it to our People. 1 F 


Thirty ſoldiers and about five hukdeed indians in in a ſhort time ar- 
rived, and thus, thanks to God, we were amply provided for the re- 
mainder of the five days, during which we ſtaid at Taica. I muſt 
obſerve, that the bridges which we conſtructed on this march, remained 
perfectly good for many years, and that the Spaniards, when they paſ- 
ſed them uſed to ſay, theſe are the bridges of Cortes, as formerly it 
uſed to be ſaid, here are the pillars of Hercules.” We continued our 
mareh for two days, to a place named Tania, through a country inter- 
ſected with rivers and rivulets, and where all the towns were abandoned; 

and during the night, our guides, being intruſted to the care of ſome 
of the newly arrived Spaniards who I ſuppoſe ſlept upon their poſts, 
made their eſcape. Thus we were left in a difficult country, and not 
knowing 
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knowing which way to turn. In addition to this, it rained 1 hea- 
vily. Cortes was out of humour and ſaid, Pedro de Ircio and many 
more being by, that he wiſhed others beſides the ſettlers of Guacacual.. 
co would beſtir themſelves, and do ſome good, in ſearching for guides. 
De Ircio, Marmolejo a perſon of quality, and Burgales afterwards, regi- 
dor of Mexico, each offered their ſervices, and taking fix ſoldiers a 
piece, were out three days in ſearch of Indians, and all returned with- 
out any ſucceſs, having met with nothing but rivers, and waters, and 
obſtructions. Cortes was in deſpair at this, and deſired Sandoval to 
apply to me, aſking as a favour that I would take the buſineſs on me. 
When addreſſed in this manner I could not refuſe, though very ill; and 
taking with me two friends, men capable of enduring hunger and thirſt, 
we ſet out together, and following a ſtream, the marks of boughs be- 
ing cut from the trees pointed out a way to ſome houſes, from whence 
ue ſaw corn fields and houſes with people about them. We remained 
cConccaled until we ſuppoſed the people to be aſleep, and then, taking 
the inhabitants by ſurpriſe, made priſoners three men, two Indian girls 
who were very handſome, and an old woman. They had a few towls 
and a little corn. The whole of our capture we brought to our quarters. 
Sandoval was overjoyed at our arrival; now,“ ſaid he to Pedro de Ircio, 
in the preſence of Cortes, was Del Caſtillo right when he inſiſted on 
having none but active men with him, and not to take people who 
«« hobble along, telling their old ſtories of the adventures that happened to 
the count De Urena, and his fon Don Pedro Giron. Theſe ſtories De 
2 uſed to peſter us with, over and over again, for which reaſon all 
wo were preſent laughed heartily at what was ſaid by Sandoval who 
knew that De Ircio and I were not friends. Cortes returned me thanks, 
and paid me many compliments upon my conduct, but I will drop this 
ſubject, for what is praiſe but emptineſs and unprofitableneſs, and 
what advantage is it to me that people in Mexico ſhould tell what we 
endured, or that Cortes ſhould ſay when he wanted to perſuade me to 
go on this laſt expedition, that next to God it was me on whom he 
placed his reliance to procure guides. 


Gee 4 From 
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From the — whom we had taken we WY that it was 
ar to deſcend the river for two days journey, to a place of above 
two hundred houſes named Oculiztli; which we accordingly did, paſ- | 
ſing on our road ſome large buildings where the travelling merchants of 
the Indians are uſed to ſtop. At the cloſe of the ſecond day we arrived 
at the place to which we had been directed, where we found plenty of 
proviſions. We alſo found in one of the temples an old red cap, anda 


ſandal, as offerings to their idols. Some of our ſoldiers brought to 


Cortes two old men and four women, whom they took in the maiz 
fields; Cortes aſked them what diſtance the Spaniſh ſettlement was from 


this place; to which they replied that it was two days journey, being 
cloſe by the ſea fide, and that no town intervened. Upon this Cortes 


ordered Sandoval immediately to ſet out on foot, with ſix ſoldiers, and 
get down to the. coaſt, in order to aſcertain what number of men De Oli 
had with him, for as yet we were entirely ignorant of all that had hap- 
pened there, and Cortes required this information in order to effect what | 


he had determined, which was, to fall upon, and Ati De Oli and 


his troops during the night. 


Sandoval * g three guides reached the ſea ſide, and going north- 


Wards, ſoon perceived a canoe, and concealing himſelf where he expect- 


ed it to anchor for the night, he was fortunate enough to get poſſeſſion 
of it, and upon examination, found it to belong to Indian merchants 
who were bringing ſalt to Golfo Dolce. Sandoval embarked on board 
this canoe with a part of his ſoldiers, and ſending the reſt by land, he 
purſued his route for the great river. As fortune would have it, on his 
voyage he fell in with a canoe in which had come four Spaniſh ſettlers, 
who were ſearching for fruit near the mouth of the river, being in great 
diftreſs from the hoſtilities of the Indians, and the ravages made by diſ- 
eaſe. Two of theſe being up in a tree, were aſtoniſhed at the fight of 
Sandoval and the reſt, and reported to their companions what they had 


ſeen. When they met, Sandoval was informed by them of their pre- 


ſent diſtrel s, and how they had hanged the officer left there by Avila. 
Upon this he determined to bring them to Cortes, which having decla- 
: : red 
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red, a ſoldier named Alonzo Ortiz obtained from him permiſſion to ſet 
off with the news, -in order to get a reward. He accordingly in a ſhort 
time reached us, and by his intelligence rejoiced us all. Cortes pre- 
| ſented him with an excellent horſe named Moor's-head, and each of us 

gave him ſomething proportionate to our abilities. Sandoval arrived a 
ſhort time after, and informed us that they were preparing to embark 
for the Iſland of Cuba, and how'they had hanged their commanding 
officer, for oppoſing them and alſo becauſe he had hanged a turbulent 


prieſt: as alſo that _ had elected one Anthonio Niote in his 
_ . 


| | Cortes iſſued an order to mardh daddy for the ſea coaſt, 
which was diſtant ſix leagues, and we had an inlet of the ſea to pals. 


We were therefore obliged to wait till low water, and then croſs it, 
wading and ſwimming. Cortes puſhed forwards with his attendants, 
and croſſed the river in the two canoes, ſwimming the horſes by the ſide 
of them; but he found it ſo dangerous from the violence of the current, 


that he ſent word to us not to een to follow him until farther 
orders. L 


The place where Avila's ſettlers now were, was about two leagues 
diſtant from where Cortes landed. They were greatly ſurpriſed at the 
appearance of Europeans, and more ſo when they found that it was the 
general ſo renowned through all theſe countries. Cortes received their 
congratulations in the moſt gracious manner, and deſired them to bring 
together what canoes they could collect, as alſo the boats belonging to 
their ſhips, and to provide bread for the uſe of his people. Of this laſt 
article only fifty pounds could be procured, for they lived almoſt entire- 
ly on ſapotes, vegetables, and what fiſh they caught. We were four 
days paſſing the river, with the greateſt danger. One ſoldier with his 
horſe went to the bottom, and never appeared afterwards. Two other 
horſes were alſo loſt; one of them belonged to a ſoldier named Caſquete, 
who heartily curſed Cortes and his expedition, for the ill fortune he had 
brought upon him. 

The 


* 
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The general trafted the rare of the a to Sandoval. 0 
redra, preſuming upon his relationſhip with Cortes, would not pay 
reſpect to the captain's orders, and endeavouring to force his paſſage, 

laid his hand to his poniard with diſreſpectful expreſſions to Sandoval. 
The latter made few words, but ſeizing him inſtantly, threw him into 

the water; where he was nearly drowned. Our ſuffering at this time 
from hunger was beyond my expreſſion. For theſe four days we had 
literally nothing but the few nuts that we could gather, and ſome wild 
fruits; and when we arrived on the other ſide our condition was not 


bettered. 


We found this colony to conſiſt of forty men and ſix women, all 
* e and fickly, and without any thing to eat. Of courſe we were 
_ anxious for the moment of ſetting out in order to ſearch the country for 
4} - proviſions. About eighty of us went on foot, under the command of N 
. Captain Luis Marin, to a town at the diſtance of eight leagues, ahh 5 
| Op. we found proviſions of all kinds, cocoa in the greateſt quantity, and 
plenty of corn, and vegetables. This place was exactly on the route of 
Naco, whither it was the intention of Cortes to go. On receiving our 
intelligence, he diſpatched Sandoval with the principal part of his troops 
to join us. We ſent a plentiful ſupply of maiz to our wretched colo- 
[ niſts, who having been ſo long ſtarving, eat to ſuch an exceſs that ſe- 
q ven of them died immediately. At this time alſo a veſſel arrived there, 
i Voith ſeven horſes, forty hogs, eight pipes of ſalted meat, biſcuit, and 
i 1 frifteen paſſengers, adventurers from the Iſland of Cuba. All the pro- 
. viſions Cortes bought immediately, and diſtributed them amongſt the 
coloniſts, with an equally fatal reſult. They eat of the ſalted meat to 
ſnch an exceſs that it gave them diarrheas, which i in a very few days 
carried off fourteen, | wor | | 


| Cortes now 2 to examine this great river, for which pur- 

poſe he fitted out one of the brigantines of Avila which had been ſtrand- 

| ed, and with this veſſel, a boat, and four double canoes, in which he 

[ _ embarked FORE ſoldiers, with eight ſailors of the veſſel which lately 
1 arrived, 


Ha 


arrived, he- proceeded up the river to a ſpacious lake with good anchor- 
age, which extended to the diſtance. of ſix leagues, and the whole of 
the adjacent country was liable to be inundated. Procceding higher he 
found the current more ſtrong, and at length came to ſome ſhallows 
which his veſſels could not paſs; he accordingly diſembarked, and pro- 
ceeding by a narrow road, paſſed through different villages. In the 
firſt he took ſome natives to ſerve as guides, and in the ſecond he found 
plenty of corn, and fowls, amongſt which were pheaſants, pid geons, 
and partridges. Theſe laſt I have frequently obſerved domeſticated 
among the Indians. Purſuing his route, he came near a large town 
named Cinacan Tencintle, ſituated amongſt fine cocoa plantations, and 
in which he heard the ſound of muſic, the Indians being engaged in 
a drunken feſtival; Cortes waited until a fit opportunity, concealed in 
a wood, and then ſuddenly ruſhing out, made ten mem and fifteen wo- 
men priſoners. The reſt attacked him with arrows and darts, but our 
people cloſed with them and cut to pieces eight of their chiefs. When 
the natives found that the affair was going againſt them they thought 
it high time to ſubmit; and accordingly four old men, two of whom 
were prieſts, came, apparently very much tamed, to petition Cortes for 
the priſoners, and brought with them a few trifles of gold. Cortes pro- 
miſed to deliver his priſoners on receiving a good ſupply of proviſions 
which they aſſured him of, and he pointed out to them where the ſhips 
hy. It appears that a miſunderſtanding afterwards happened between 
Cortes and the natives, relative to. the delivery of his captives, he wiſh= 
ing to retain three women to make bread. They in conſequence pro- 
ceeded to hoſtilities again; Cortes received a wound in the face, twelve 
alſo of his foldiers were wounded, and a boat deſtroyed. He ther: re- 
turned after an abſence of twenty fix days, ſuffering dreadfully by the 
moſquitos. He wrote to. Sandoval giving him an account of all that 
had occurred at Cinacan, which is diſtant from Guatimala ſeventy 
leagues, and ordered him to proceed to Naco; Cortes himfelf intending 


d o eſtabliſh a ſettlement at the place which was named Puerto. de Cavallos, 


for which purpoſe he deſired ten of the veterans of Guacacualco. with 
Fe out "hae aſſiſtance nothing was conducted properly... OP ODIN 


Cortes. 


C I 


Cortes taking with him all-the Spaniards that remained at Se. 0 Gil | 
de Buena Viſta, embarked in two-ſhips, and after eight days fail arrived 
at Puerto de Cavallos, in order to plant a colony there, the ſituation be- 
ing anſwerable, and the harbour good. He appointed Diego de Godoy 
commandant of this ſettlement,” which he named Natividad. He 
thought that by this time Sandoval had arrived at Naco which was not 
far diſtant, and wrote to him there, deſiring ten of the ſoldiers of Gua- 
cacualco to reinforce him, as he intended to proceed to the bay of Hon- 
duras. This letter reached us in the quarters which I laſt mentioned, 
for we had not arrived at Naco. I will ſay no more of the proceedings 
of Cortes, nor how the flies bit him day and night, and prevented his 


Teſt, ſo that as we afterwards heard he had like to a __— or. won ** 
—— W want e 8 iv | | 


Bandovil on receiving the ren letter - preſſed Sad . 
Naco, but was obliged to halt at a place called Cuyocan, in order to 
bring up his ſtragglers who had quitted him in fearch of proviſions. 
We had alſo a river to paſs, and the natives all round were hoſtile, As 
our line of march was fo very long by the number of invalids who 
came ſtraggling after us, eſpecially of the Mexicans, it became neceſſary 


to eſtabliſh a poſt at the ferry on this river, for nde e ee ; 
left me with the command of Ee men. 


One night a body of the natives fell upon us, but we were prepa- 
red for them. They ſet fire to the houſe in which we were, and thought 
to have brought off our canoe; but we, with the aſſiſtance of a few 
Mexicans, beat them off for that time, and knowing that there were 
ſome invalids lodged upon the road behind us, we on the next day 
brought them over and all together ſet out to join Sandoval. One man 
died upon the road; he was a Genoeſe, had been ſome time ill, and at 
length ſunk under poverty of diet. I was obliged to leave the body be- 
hind, for which Sandoval blamed me when I made my report. I told 
him we had two invalids on each horſe, and my companion Bartholome 
de Villa Nueva haughtily ſaid, that it was difficult enough for us to 

bring 
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vante We took our quarters: in ſome v 
8 ne place here De Oli had been executed; and fixed - 
4 as if 2 remain here for ever. In this place is the 
fineſt water that we had met with in New Spain, as alſo a tree, which: 
at the time of the fieſta,” let the heat of the ſun be as great as it will, 
has a delightful refreſhing coolneſs in its ſhade, and there ſcems to de- 
ſcend fror n Want of dew, of the moſt delicate nature, which is good 
for the head: The place is well ſituated; the neighbourhood fertile and 
producing b both a the red war the- final 0 cond; + 2 was at t chat time 
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denn having i obtained poſſeſon of dats we the pine na- 
User the diſtrict, treated them kindhy, and we continued in peaccable 
terins with them, but the indi ſants could not be induced to return to 
the town. It was now time to ſend the reiforoement Cortes had i requi- 
red, of ten Spaniſh ſettlers of Guac cualco. I was an invalid and una- 
ble to go, and Sandoval wiſhed to keep me with him; cight valiant 
ſoldiers were however ſent, who ſet out heartily' curſing Cortes and his 
expedition at every ſtep. They had ſome reaſon, for they did not know 
the leaſt of the ſtate of the country through which they were to go. 
Sandoval took the precaution of ſending five principal perſons of the na- 
tives with them, and gave it to be underſtood: that if _ 1 was 
done to them the country ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed. They 
the 5 pace where Cortes was, in ſafety, and he immedi 
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fot Truxillo, leaving Godoy in the 


came n ng ha 2 newly arrived from the and of Cuba. 
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es ies + time” -" Godoy — hi mſel 
country, but as his men were continually dropping off by diſeaſe, the 


Indians began to deſpiſe and neglect them, and in a ſhort time they loſt 


by ſickneſs and famine above half their number, and three of them de- 


ſerted and joined Sandoval. Such was the reſult of the colonization of 
rent expeditions to the neigh- 


Puerto de Cavallos. Sandoval, by di 


bouring diſtricts, named Cirimongo, Acalaco, Quizmitan, and four 


others, and by judicious meaſures, brought the whole of the country 


to peace and A all Wund Nause and « as Hors as mer 8 et- 
deen. ; | 


After fix 470 fail Cote el at 50 port of Truxillo. This 


place had been colonized by Franciſco de las Caſas, but there were alſo ' 
amongſt them many of the mutineers who had ſerved under De Oli, 
and who had been baniſhed from Panuco. All theſe, conſcious of their 


guilt, waited on Cortes upon his arrival, to f upplicate his pardon for 


their offences. This Cortes granted them ; he alſo continued thoſe who 
had been appointed to offices, and put at the head of all thoſe provinces 

as captain general, his relation Saavedra. Cortes having now ſummon- 

ed the chiefs and prieſts of the Indians, made an harangue to them, 


wherein he told them of the object of his coming thither, Which 
was, to induce them to quit the unnatural and cruel practices of their 


falſe religion, and to embrace the true one. He alſo dwelt upon the 


power and dignity of his Majeſty the Emperor Don Carlos, to whom 


he required their ſubmiſſion. This together with the holy exhortations 


of our reverend fathers being explained to theſe people they readily pro- 


miſed to obey him, in becoming his Majeſty's vaſſals; ' whereupon 
Cortes fignified to them, that they ſhould provide the ſettlement with 
all articles of food, eſpecially fiſh, of which there was a great plenty 
in the ſea about the Iflands of Los Guanajes, and alſo he deſired them 


to 


mmand at Pub de Cavallo, 
with forty Spaniards, which was all that remained of the ſettlers who | 
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to. fads labourers to clear the woods in front of the town, and 


open the view to the ſea. All this being readily. undertaken. by them. 
Cortes ordered a number of ſows in young to be turned out on theſe 


iſlands, to ſtock them, Which they did in the ee of a few 


years. The reverend fathers Franciſcans alſo preached to the Indians 
many holy things very edifying to hear. The natives applied them 
ſelves to labour ſo earneſtly, that in two days they cleared the woe 
towards the ſea, and built fifteen houſes one of which was for Cortes, 


0 and a very good habitation: The renown of our general made him 


feared through all theſe diſtricts, as far as Olancho ne rk are the rich 
mines; the Indians called him the captain Hue-hue of Marina, that is 


the old captain who. brings Donna Marina, and his preſence reduced the 


whole country to ſubmiſſion, two or three diſtricts in the mountains 
only holding out. Againſt theſe, the names of which were given to 
him by the chief of Papayera, then a populous diſtrict but now alm 
uninhabited, he ſent Captain Saavedra with a party of ſoldiers who 
brought moſt of them under tubjodtion, * FO one: that hk out be- 
in 8 that people _—_ the Acaltecans. 


* 


As many of the ſuite of Cortes vals now to o fall ack fon the cf. 
fecks of the climate, he ſent them on board a veſſel to St. Domingo or 
Cuba, and by this opportunity he alſo ſent letters to the reverend fathers 
of the order of St. Jerome, and the court of royal audience, informing 


them of all the events that had happened; of his reſigning the govern- 


ment of Mexico into the hands of deputies, to proceed againſt 


De Oli in perſon, and alſo of his future intentions. He requeſted from 


them a reinforcement of ſoldiers, and, to attach credit. to his report, 
he ſent a valuable preſent of gold, taken in reality. from his ſide 
board, but in ſuch a manner that it ſhould appear to them the produœ 
of this ſettlement. This buſineſs he entruſted to a relation named Ava- 
| los, with orders, on his way, to take up twenty five ſoldiers, who, he 
had received intelligence, were left in the Iſland. of Cozumel, to kid- 
nap Indians. This veſſel was wrecked about ſeventy leagues from the 
Havannah ; the Captain, Avalos, and many . periſhed, and 

Hhh 2 thoſe 
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thoſe few who cles, amongſt whom was the Udeirtiate redto opez 
were the firſt who brought to the iſlands intelligence of the exiſtence of 
Cortes and his army, for it had been hitherto univerſally believed that 
we had all periſhed; As ſoon as it was known where Cortes then was, 
two old ſhips were freighted with horſes and Golts, and ſent out to? us. 
"iN Except theſe, and one pipe of wine, all the reſt of the cargo conſiſted 
of IE e and dern anne various kinds. W 


, : : 


Sete Fn of the + iſlands called hs {ig Ae are en 
the diſtance of eight leagues from Truxillo, came at this time to com- 
plain to Cortes, that it had been a practice of the Spaniards to come to 
their iſlands, and kidnap the natives and their maceguales, or ſlaves, 
and that a veſſel was now there, as ſuppoſed for that purpoſe; : Cortes 
on hearing this ordered out one of his ſhips, which came in view of the 
veſſel, but ſhe immediately hoiſted fail, and made her eſcape. It after- 
wards appeared that the commander of her was the bachelor Moreno, 
who had been ſent on buſineſs to Nombre de No OY wn bly court 
of audience of St. Domingo. 


Whilft FOO EN remained at Naco, the chiefs of two diſtricts in 
that vicinity named Quecuſpan, and Tanchinalchapa, came to him to 
complain of a party of Spaniards who maltreated their people, robbing 
them, and putting them in chains, and who were now at the diſtance 
of about one day's march from his poſt.. He accordingly ſet out againſt 
them with ſeventy men, and arrived at the place where theſe: people 
were, perfectly at their caſe, and not expecting any attack. They were 
ſurpriſed at ſeeing us, and ran to their arms; but we ſoon ſeized the 
captain and ſeveral more, thus getting the better of them without any 
dlcod being drawn on either ſide. Sandoval cenſured them in very ſtrong 

terms for their miſconduct, and ordered thoſe Indians whom they had 
made priſoners to be immediately releaſed.” The captain of this party 
was one Pedro de Garro; he and his men were marched priſoners to our 
ſettlement. From the manner in which they were mounted and attended, 
they ſeemed; to be e lords, in compariſon of us who were wy and worn 


down 


( aa ) 
81 Saen x of d them were N 0 fy, or gen- 
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alfa 6 of thein ata in. alas countries: is mw e Pedro. 


An de Avila, who had the government of Tierra Firma, ſent a cap- 


tain named Franciſco Hernandez to make conqueſts in the province of 
Nicaragua and Leon. This he did, reducing the natives to obedience, 


and eſtabliſhing a colony there. When Hernandez found himſelf ad- 


vantageouſly ſettled, he determined to throw off his dependency. upon 
Pedro Arias, to which I believe he was: incited by the bachelor Moreno, 
judgment was this. Arias had 
beheaded V. N. de Balboa, who married his daughter Donna Iſabella 
Arias de Penoſa. This atrocious ſtretch of power he committed : 
moſt eh and it was on this occaſion that the bachelor 
Moreno had been ſent hither by the royal court of audience. The 
bachelor meeting with Hernandez, adviſed him to. renounce his con- 
nexion with Pedro Arias, who. had conducted himſelf ſo badly, and to 


and the reaſon of it to the beſt of mj y 


eſtabliſh a diſtinct government in. that province, immediately under his 
Majeſty; and Hernandez taking his counſel, ſent. this party to make 


their way to the north coaſt, thereby to. open a. communication with. 


mp other; ee 8 


A tile thids explained t to Sandoval; was by bim communicated! 
to — in expectation of his ſupporti | 


river:named -Xagua,. ten leagues | from Triumpho de la Cruz, detained 


us for two. days, and the inlets and lagoons were infeſted by. alligators. 
Ey the fide of the river Xagua we found the ſkeletons. of ſeven . horſes ; 


aer had belonged to De Oli's troops,, and. died from cating poiſonous | | 


herbs... 


x g the views of Hernandez, by 


Captain Luis Marin, whom 1 attended upon this occaſion. Our whole 
party conſiſted of ten. ſoldiers, and a. moſt . deſperate journey it was. 
the Indians. were hoſtile and attacked us with large heavy lances, wound- 
ing two of our ſoldiers. The. rivers which we croſſed were ſwollen and 
rapid, and ſo frequent, that in one day we paſſed three of them; one 
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ID Paſſing El Triumpho de la Cruz, and a Qu | 
at length we arrived in the neighbourhood of Truxillo about the hour 
of veſpers, and ſaw five cavaliers riding along the coaſt. Theſe were, 
Cortes and four of his friends, who were taking exerciſe. When he 
recogniſed us, after the firſt ſurpriſe at the unexpected meeting, he diſ- 
mounted from his horſe, and running up. embraced us all with tears in 
his eyes, fo overjoyed was he to ſee us. It made me melancholy: to 
find him ſo weak and reduced. Diſtreſs and diſeaſe. had worn him 
down; indeed he expected death, and had gotten a. Franciſcan habit 
made to be buried in. He had not at this time received any intelligence 
from Mexico fince he quitted that city. He wallked into the town with 
us, and we ſupped with him, wretchedly enough. I had not my fill 
even of bread or biſcuit. When he had read over the letters relative to 
the buſineſs of Hernandez, he promiſed that he would do all he could 
to ſupport him. The veſſels from St. Domingo had arrived here three 
days before us. I have already mentioned, that except the horſes and 
one pipe of wine, their cargoes were nothing but frippery; it would 
have been much better that they had not come, ſince it induced us oy 

to run ourſelves 3 in vt a their uſeleſs YU: ENT e 


While we were © rela to Cortes the handle. we ihed: fuſtained | 
Pink our late journey, a ſhip was deſcried at a diſtance, making for 
our port. This veſſel failed from the Havannah, with letters for the 
general from the licentiate Zuazo, alealde major of Mexico. The hi- 
dalgo who was captain of the veſſel came directly to kiſs the hands of 
Cortes, and preſented his letters, the ſubſtance of which the reader ſhall 
be informed of. As foon as Cortes read them he was overwhelmed with 
| ſorrow and diſtreſs. He retired to his private apartment, where we 
could hear that he was ſuffering under the greateſt agitation. He did 
not ſtir, out for an entire day; at night he confeſſed and ordered a maſs 
for the enſuing morning, after which he called 'us together, and read to 
us the intelligence he had received, and whereby we learned, that it 
hall been univerſally reported and believed in New Spain that we were 


all dead, and our properties had in .conſequenee- been ſold by. public 
auction. 


( 423 ) TO 
auction. From his father in Caſtille he was informed, of the death of 


the Biſhop of Burgos, that Albornoz had been laboriouſly undermining 


us at court, and alſo of what I have before related, in regard to his Ma- 
jeſty's orders to the admiral, and the interference of the duke of Be) ar; 
alſo that Narvaez had been appointed to the government of the river 


Palmas, and that the govemment of Panico — been { omg to one Nu- 
no "Wy Guzman, * eg 8 105 


In tegard't to a n 0 of New Eph theſe letters further added, 
that in conſequence of the powers which Cortes had given to the factor 
Gonzalo de Salazar, and the veedor Pedro Almindes Chirinos, to ſuper- 
cede the deputies he had left in Mexico, viz. the treaſurer Alonzo de 
Eftrada, and the contador Albornoz, and to take the adminiſtration up- 

on themſelves in caſe of miſcondu on the part of the deputies, theſe 
two officers having on their return to Mexico formed a ſtrong party, 
amongſt whom was the licentiate Zuazo alcalde major, Rodrigo de Paz 


3 alguazil major, A. de Tapia, Jorge de Alvarado, and the reſt of the 


ancient conquerors, attempted to take the government into their 
hands by main force, and the conſequence of the ſtruggle of the two 


parties was, much diſturbance, and bloodſhed. The factor and veedor 


however carried their point, and had made prifoners the two former de- 
puties and many of their friends. Still however there was fighting eve- 
Ty day, the predominating party confiſcating the property of their oppon- 
ents, to diſtribute it among their own adherents. They had, we 
learned, completely ſuperceded Zuazo in his office, and had impri- 
ſoned Rodrigo de Paz the alguazil major, but that the licentiate Zuazo 


had effected a temporary reconciliation between the parties. During 


theſe diſturbances, three diſtricts, viz. the Zapotecans, Minxes, and 
thoſe in the vicinity of a fortified rock named Coatlan had rebelled, -and 
2 force going againſt them under the veedor Chirinos, inſtead of attend- 
ing to their buſineſs, the troops thought of nothing but card playing, 
in conſequence of which the natives ſurpriſed them in their camp, and 
did them much miſchief. The factor had then fent a veteran captain 
named Andrez de Monjaraz, to aſſiſt the veedor, and adviſe him; but 
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to os Majeſty's treaſurer, Don Franciſco. de Jos Cobos, to male an 


Intereſt for himſelf at court, reporting that we were all 


longa, the belief of which was corroborated by Diego 5 5 oy 


to get out of the factions and troubles of Mexico had ſailed with 
two veſſels to ſearch for us, and arriving at the place called. Nicalonga, 


Al 


where the captains Simon de Cuenca and Franciſco de Medina had been 


| killed, hearing the account. of their misfortunes, and not knowing the 
particulars, had taken it for granted that it could be no others than 
Cortes and his party who were thus deſtroyed, and reported fo in his 


letters to Mexico which he ſent by certain paſſengers, and then, with-, 


out landing, hoiſted ſail for Cuba, The factor ſhewed his letter to our 


relations, , and put on mourning ;. and a monument was erected, and fu- 
neral. ſervice performed for the honour of Cortes, in the great church 


of Mexico. The factor then proclaimed. himſelf governor, and captain, : 

general of New Spain, with the ſound of kettle, drums and trumpets, 
and iſſued out an order, that all women who had any regard for their 
louls, and whoſe huſbands had gone with Cortes, ſhould: conſider them 


dead in law, and marry again forthwith. And becauſe a woman nam- 
ed Juana de Manſilla did not chuſe to take his advice, but inſiſted on 


waiting the return of her huſband Alonzo Valiente, faying that we. 


were not people who would let ourſelves be ſo eaſily beaten as the veedor 
Chirinos and his party, the factor ordered ber to be N Wi 
through the ſtreets of Mexico for a witch, my | 


EY Sk are in a gl 1 e e one be this deſcription, a 
whom we once expected better from, and whoſe name I. will not men- 


tion, ſolemnly aſſured the factor, before many witneſſes, that going 
* night by the church of St. Jaga, which 1 is built on the ſcite of the 


great temple of the Mexicans, and lookin 8 into the church yard, he 
aw 


\ 
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. ſaw the ſouls of Cortes 0 Donna Marina, and Sandoval, burning in 
flames of fire; and that he had been fo terrified thereat, a5 to have re- 
mained ill ever ſince. Another man of good reputation 1 came to 
the factor, and told him that the quadran gles of Teſcuco were haunted 
by evil ſpirits, which the natives ſaid were the ſouls of Donna Marina 
and Cortes. All . mn * invented t to in en We 

with this ee enn Joch s 816 | 


15 this time . in \ Mexico the darin b W 4 las Caſas,” 
and: Gil Gonzales de Avila, the ſame who beheaded Chriſtoval de. Oli. 
Las Caſas on his arrival publicly aſſerted the exiſtence of Cortes, and 
reprobated the conduct of the factor, but, declared that ſhould it be the 
caſe, as then believed, that we were all dead, Alvarado was the only 
proper man to put in the place of Cortes, until his Majeſty's. further 

pleaſure ſhould be known. Alvarado being written to on the ſubject 
ſet out for Mexico, but growing apprehenſive of ſome attempt upon 
his life, he thought it moſt prudent to return to his diſtrict. The factor 
had at this time collected what gold he could lay his hands upon, to 
ſupport his negotiations at court. In this he was oppoſed by almoſt 
every other officer of the government of New Spain, who determined 
among themſelves, not to permit him excluſively to make repreſenta- | 
tions of the tranſactions there, but to ſend likewiſe their own ſtatements | 
at the fame time, and by the ſame opportunity with his. When the 
factor found that he could not bring over Las Caſas, Gonzalez de Avila, 
and the licentiate, 'to ſupport his views; he cauſed the two former to be 
arreſted and proſecuted for the alleged murder of De Oli; and by his 
wickedneſs, and the preponderance of his power, procuring their con- 
demnation, it was with the greateſt difficulty that their immediate exe- 
cution could be prevented, by appealing to his Majeſty. He was 
obliged however to content himſelf with ſending them priſoners to Caſ- 
tille. He then fell upon the licentiate Zuazo, and ſent him off to Vera 

Cruz, and there embarked him for the Iſland of Cuba, as was alleged, 
to anſwer for his conduct while he was judge there. He next ſeized 


Rodrigo de Paz, and demanded of him an account and ſurrender of the 
111 treaſure 


0 
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treaſure. of Cortes, whoſe major domo he had been, and becauſe bro 
could not, or would not declare, or make difcovery' | concernin 8 it, he 
cauſed his feet and part of his legs to be burnt; and not content with: 
giving him the torture, and knowing alſo that if left alive he might 
complain to his Majeſty, be ordered him to be hanged, which was 
accordingly done. He alſo arreſted moſt of the friends of Cortes. Ta- 
pia and Jorge de Alvarado, however, took ſanctuary with the Franciſ-- 
can fathers; but ſeveral of them went over to him, partly becauſe he 
gave them Indians, and partly becauſe it is natural to wiſſi to be with 
the ſtrongeſt power, or, as the ſaying is, to cry, **ſucceſs to the con- 
% querors.” He emptied the arſenal of arms, and brought them to his 
palace, in the front of which he alſo. planted all the artillery, which was 
commanded by. Captain Don Luis de Guzman, ſon in law to the Duke 
of Medina Sidonia. He next formed a body guard for his own protec- 
tion, compoſed in part of the n ua! ERIE to the nenn of 
* he er e one ee HOT 35 097498 | 
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2 ao wrote to Cams to — Mum that Fol hind: | demnrtad! 
many. ſcandals of him to his Majeſty, ſuch as defrauding him of the 
duty upon gold; and as an inſtance to what extent he carried his tyran- 
ny, he mentioned a circumſtance of a travelling Spaniard having in- 
formed a woman, and given her proofs, „that her huſband who was 
gone with Cortes was alive. This coming to the ears of the factor, he 
cauſed him to be ſeized by four alguazils, and would have hanged him, 
but that he, to excuſe himſelf; declared that what he had ſaid 
was all a falſehood, and that he had only invented it to comfort the 
poor woman, ſeeing her weeping for the loſs of her huſband. The 
buſineſs which brought this man to Mexico was, to obtain a plantation, 
this was immediately ſettled to his ſatisfaction, and he was diſmiſſed 
with a hint to hold his tongue, as he valued his life. This detter alſo. 
informed Cortes of the death of the reverend: father Bartholome, a holy 
man, and much regretted by all the natives of Mexico, who in token 
of their Ahe faſted from the time of his death, until he was m_ 
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Zuazo concluded +by ſay in ing. that he feared: Mexico was loſt, ind: that 


he had _ _ 4 n in irons to . ey — whence * OE 
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This Bungee ue „bers ad, „ was 5 difficult e to u which 
af the: two, Cortes or the factor, we curſed: moſt heartily in our own 


minds. We ſecretly gave them ten thouſand maledictions, and 


our hearts ſunk within us. Cortes retired to his chamber, and did not 


appear to us till evening, when we entreated him immediately to haſten 
to Mexico. He replied to us kindly and gently, faying, « dear friends 


and companions, this villain of a factor is powerful. If! goand you 

accompany me he may lay hands upon us by the road, and murder us 
all. It were better that I went privately with three or four of you, and 
came to Mexico before he was prepared. Let the reſt rejoin Sandoval, 
and proceed with him to Mexico.” Cortes now wrote to Captain Hei- 
nandez, promiſing him every ſupport; he ſent him alſo two mules 
loaded with preſents of ſuch things as he knew he wanted, entruſting 
them to the care of a gentleman named Cabrera, a brave officer who 
was on the ſtaff under Blaſco Nunez Velo, and was killed in the ſame 
battle with the Viceroy. When I faw that Cortes was determined to go 
to Mexico, I requeſted of him that he would: permit me, who had been 
in all difficulties and dangers by his fide, to attend him upou this occa- 
fion. He embraced me and ſaid, 1 requeſt you my ſon to remain with 
Sandoval. I promiſe you, and I ſwear by this beard, that I conſider 
«+ myſelf much beholden to you, and have _ done ER” However 
he would not er me to ct him. 


— 


1 remember when we were in the town of Truxillo, a gentleman 
ma Roderigo Manueca, a principal officer in the general's houſehold, 
to divert Cortes, ſeeing him diftreſſed, as he was with good reafon, 
laid a wager with ſome other cavaliers, that he would climb in his ar- 
mour to'the top of the rock, wherevn' ſtood the houſe which the Indi- 


ans had built for the head quarters. When he had got a conſide rable 
way up he miſſed his hold, and falling to the ground, was killed. 
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Some of the ſettlers of this place now began to grow-mutinous, on 1 
ing that Cortes had omitted to name them to any office. He however 
found the means to pacify them, by promiſes not to forget them on his 
arrival at Mexico. Previous to his departure, he ordered Captain Diego 
de Godoy with his ſettlers to quit the colony of Puerto de Cavallos, 
where it was impoſſible for them to keep their ground, on account of 
fleas, muſquitos, and other vermin, and to relieve us at the good ſettle- 
ment of Naco. He alſo ordered us to take the province of Nicaragua 
in our way to Mexico, as the government of it was an object worth 
applying for. Accordingly we took our leave of Cortes who was em- 

barked, and ſet out chearfully upon our journey as Mexico was to be 
the end of it. It was as uſual attended with extreme diſtreſs. . How- 
ever we reached Naco, and found that Captain De Garro had before 
our arrival gone for Nicaragua, to acquaint his chief, Hernandez, of 


the promiſe which Cortes had made, and we 1 gut. n the e 
day for Mexico. 5 


| Tv wo confidential Glenda of tha; gewernor Sion, hs Aula, aeg 
gotten the knowledge that a private correſpondence was going on 
between Hernandez and Cortes, began to ſuſpect the view of the former 
to ſurrender his province, and detach himſelf from Avila. Theſe ſol- 
diers were named Garruito and Zamorrano. The former was urged on 
particularly by an old enmity to Cortes, on account of a rival-ſhip about 
a lady in St. Domingo when they were both youths, and which had 
ended in a duel. Theſe perſons informed Avila of the whole that they 
knew, and he, immediately on receipt of the intelligence, haſtened off 
to ſeize the parties concerned. Garro, alarmed in time, made his eſ- 
| cape to us; but Hernandez, relying upon their former intimacy. and 
friendſhip, thought that Avila would not proceed to extremities, and 
did not attempt to avoid him. He was however ſadly undeceived, for 
after a very ſummary proceſs he was executed as a traitor to his ſuperior 
officer, i in the town which he was ein. ang * 1 the nego- 
tiation between him and Cortes. 


The 
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The firſt time that Cortes ſailed from Truxilto for Vera Cruz, he 
was: s obliged to put back by contrary winds, the ſecond time from an 
accident which happened to the veſſel. He was diſpirited by 'fickneſs, 
the voyage alſo added to his mental depreſſion, and he was apprehenſive 
of the power of the factor. On his return he ordered a ſolemn maſs, 
and prayed fervently to the holy Ghoſt to enlighten him as to his future 
proceedings. It appears that he became inſpired with an inclination to 
ſtay and colonize the country where he then was; for he ſent three ex- 
preſſes as hard as they could poſt to recall us, and bring us back to 
Truxillo. In his letters he expreſſed his determination, which he attri- 
buted to the inſpiration of his guardian angel. When we received this 
| meſſage we beſtowed a thouſand maledictions on Cortes and the ill for- 
tune which attended him, and told Sandoval, that if he choſe to remain 
it muſt be by himſelf, for that we were determined to proceed to Mex- 
ico, Sandoval was alſo of our opinion; we therefore returned an an- 
ſwer to this effect, ſigned by us all, and in a few days received another 
letter from him, which contained great offers to ſuch as ſhould be indu- 
oed to remain, and concluded by ſaying, that if we refuſed, there Mill 
remained ſoldiers in Caſtille and elſewhere. On receiving this letter 
we were if poſſible more determined than ever to proceed, but Sandoval 
earneſtly entreated, and perſuaded us to halt for a few days, until he 
could ſee Cortes, in the hope of perſuading him to undertake the jour- 
ney to Mexico. We wrote back in reply, that as he ſaid he could find 
ſoldiers in Caſtille, ſo could we governors and generals in Mexico, who 
would give us plantations for our fervices, and that we had ſuffered 
misfortunes enough already by him. With this anſwer Sandoval ſet off, 
attended by a ſoldier named Sauzedo, and a farrier, and mounted on his 
good horfe Motilla, ſwearing by his beard that he would not return 
until he had on Cortes on board the ſhip for Mexico. 


* 1 mention n horſe I muſt 1 of him, that 74 
was the ſwifteſt, and the beſt dreſſed, and fineſt figure of any horſe in 
New Spain: he was of a dark cheſnut colour, and ſuch was the fame 
of Motilla, that it reached the ear of his Majeſty, to. whom Sandoval 

_ Intended | 
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RO" to preſent him. Sandoval applied to me at this time for my 
horſe, an excellent animal, for career, exerciſe, or road. He coſt me 


fix hundred crowns to one Avalos brother to Saavedra, my former one, 
_ which had coſt me a greater ſum, being killed in an action at a place 
called Zulaco. However Sandoval exchanged with me one of his, 
Which was killed under me in leſs than two months; after which I re- 


mained with nothing better than a vicious colt, which 1 bought 4a bad 
bargain of from amongſt thoſe brought to Truxillo in the two veſſels, 
as F have before related. Sandoval at parting from us deſired us to wait 
his return at a large Indian town named Acalteca. When he reached 
Truxillo, his friend Cortes was rejoiced to ſee him, but neither our 
letter, nor the preſſing inſtances of Sandoval, nor of the reverend father 
Varillas, could ien — to ſurmount * averſion. to ne to 
Mexico. 2 B To 


121 „ > 


When n found it ;mapoſſible to FI Cent to — os 
ico, he prevailed upon him to ſend a confidential ſervant named Martin 
de Orantes, with a commiſſion to Pedro de Alvarado, and Franciſco de las 
Caſas, to take upon them the government during his abſence, in caſe 
thoſe officers were in Mexico, and ſhould they not be found there, the 
ſame power was to be exerciſed by the treaſurer Alonzo de Eſtrada, and 
the contador Albornoz, conformably to the deputation given by Cortes 


to them, previous to his departure from Mexico, thoſe delegated: to the 
factor and veedor being revoked. Cortes having agreed to this, and 


given his orders and inſtructions, directed Orantes to land in a bay be- 
tween Vera Cruz and Panuco, and to ſuffer no one to go on ſhore but 
himſelf; and the veſſel was immediately to hoiſt ſail, and proceed for 
Panuco. Theſe laſt inſtructions were given, that the arrival of 
his officer ſhould be kept as private as poſſible until the proper time. 
He alſo ſent letters by him to all his friends in New Spain, and to the 


treaſurer and contador, mo gh. he knew chart in . not to belon "g 
to the number. | | 


The wind and weather bein g Sat in a * days the veſſel 
arrived 


(a ) 


dees at its deſtination, and Orantes on noang diſguiſed himſelf as a 
labourer. On his journey he avoided the Spaniards, lodging and mix- 
ing only with the natives. Thoſe who had known him before could 


not have recognized him, after an abſence of two years and three months. 


To ſuch as queſtioned him he faid, that his name was Juan de Flech- 
illa; in this manner, being an active man, he arrived in four days at 
Mexico, and entering the city after dark, he proceed directly to the 


lodgings of the reverend fathers Franciſcans. On being admitted, he | 
there found the Alvarados and ſeveral of the friends of Cortes, conceal- 


ed. When he had explained who he was, and produced the general s 


letters, all preſent,” the reverend fathers not excepted, danced for joy; 
they immediately locked the gates of the monaſtery, to exclude the 


obſervation of the traitorous party, and at midnight the intelligence was 


communicated to the treaſurer, the contador, and. many of the friends 
of Cortes, who immediately afſembled at the Franciſcans. 1 een . 


It was * determined by W as the firſt ſtep, to ih on the 
perſon of the factor in the morning. All the intermediate” time was 


employed in collecting arms and friends, and making other preparations 


for the purpoſe. The veedor was at that period at the rock of Coatlan. 


At day break the whole party marched to the palace inhabited by the 


factor, crying. long live his Majeſty, and Hernando Cortes.” When 
this was heard by the citizens, they all took to their arms, thinking it 
ſomething wherein government called for their aſſiſtanee, and numbers 


under that idea joined the treaſurer on his march. As to the contador, 


he played a double part, giving intelligence to the factor to put him on 


His guard, and Eſtrada reproached him ſtrongly for his conduct. 


When the party of Cortes approached the reſidence of the factor, 
they found that he was already well prepared, owing to the information 
| that he had received. His artillery under Don Luis de Guzman was 
planted in front of the houſe, and he had a ſtrong garriſon within fide. 
Thoſe with the treaſurer forcing their way in, ſome by the different 
doors, others by the terraces and Wherever they could get acceſs, all at 


the 


C) 


the ſame time, and ſhouting for his Majeſty and; ans, the e 


of the factor became diſmayed, and the artillery-men abandoning the 


guns, the other ſoldiers alſo made off and hid themſelves; one of them, 

r. ſo that there only remain- 
ed with the factor, Pedro Gonzalez Sabiote, and four ſervants. When 
he found himſelf thus abandoned, he became deſperate, and endeavours! 


Gines Nortes, leaping down from a corre 


ed himſelf to fire off the guns, in which attempt he was | ſeized, and 


made priſoner. A large cage of timber was conſtructed to receive him, 
and thus terminated his career as governor of New Spain. Circular 


notice was ſent to all the provinces of this revolution, by which each 


individual was pleaſed or diſſatisfied as his particular intereſt ſwayed 


him. When the veedor heard it he was ſo diſtreſſed that he fell ſick. 


Heleft his command with Captain De Monjaraz, and got himſelf con- 
veyed towards Mexico, and reaching the monaſtery of St. Francis in 


Tezcuco, he there ſhut himſelf up, and was a after made OD 
and e! in another wooden _ 


5 


l intel igence of all that had Rage was ee to 
pedro de Alvarado, with directions to him to proceed to Truxillo, and 
wait upon Cortes. The next thing that the new deputies did was, to 
pay their reſpects to Juanna de Manſilla, the woman who had been 
whipped for a witch. The treaſurer placed her on horſeback behind 
him, and thus, attended by all the cavaliers in proceſſion, ſhe was pa- 
raded through the ſtreets of Mexico like a Roman matron, and was ever 
after called Donna Juanna, in honour of her conſtancy, in refuſing to 
comply with the orders of the factor, to marry Ain while * (yas: 


convinced that her huſband was living. 


The Grids of Mexico evidently requiring the preſence of Cortes, 
Hey Diego de Altamirano was pitched on by his friends to wait upon 


— 


* 


him, and repreſent to him the neceſſity of his immediately ſetting out. 


This father had been in the military profeſſion | before he entered the 
church, and was a man of buſineſs and abilities. The conduct purſued 


** the veedor and factor, and eſpecially their confiſcations and diſtribu- 
tion 
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tion of property among tide greedy ſupporters, had gained them 1 many 
_ adherents, and, if not friends, at leaft perſons intereſted in the main- : 
tenance of their government. Theſe, compoſed principally of the low 
and ſeditious defcription, but mixed with ſome of quality, with the 
ſupport and contrivance of the contador who dreaded the arrival of 
Cortes, had formed a plan to kill the treaſurer, and reinſtate the factor 
and veedor in their offices. For the purpoſe of releaſing them from 
priſon, they had recourſe to one Guzman, a white-ſmith ; a fellow of 
low character, and a ridiculous affecter of wit: To him they applied 
to make the keys, giving him a piece of gold whereon was marked the 
form in which they were to be wrought, and'charging him at the ſame. 
time to keep the ſtricteſt ſecrecy.” All this he readily undertook and 
promiſed, ſpeaking as if he had the liberation of the priſoners ſincerely 
at heart. They then told him all the particulars which his inquiſitive- 
neſs induced him to queſtion them about, and he proceeded in his work, 
but flowly and aukwardly, in order to induce them to repeat their viſits, 
to hurry him on; and he thus obtained from the conſpirators the know- 
ledge that he required. The keys being finiſhed, and the party ready 
to make the attempt, he tuddenly went to the houſe of the treaſurer, 
and gave him an account of the whole. The treaſurer, aſſembling the 
friends of Cortes on the inſtant, proceeded to the place of meeting. 
where he found twenty conſpirators armed, and in waiting for the ſig- 
nal, Theſe he ſeized, but many others made their eſcape. Among 
theſe apprehended were ſome notorious characters; one of them had 
lately committed violence on a Caſtillian woman. They were tried be- 

fore the bachelor Ortega alcalde major, and bein g convicted, three | 
were . and ſeveral whipped: | | 


oi + now as a confdemble di 8 much my narrative, 
F it comes in properly in point of matter, to mention how the 
ſame veſſel which conveyed the letters tranſmitted by the factor to his 
Majeſty in Caſtille, conveyed others, ſo artfully concealed that he had 
no ſuſpicion of them, wherein was given a full and true account of all 


K kk | his 


— 
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his oppreſſions, and unlawful proceedings. Theſe facts had ¹⁰ bowl: 
already phe by the courts of St. Domingo, which contradicted the. 
accounts of the death of Cortes, and informed his Majeſty how that 
officer was employed for his ſervice. -» The Emperor is reported to have 


declared his indignation at the manner * 2 Cortes woe been treated, 
and his eee to ſupport him. 


When Fra Ae ee n at Truxillo, and ade bis buſi | 
neſs to Cortes, the latter returned thanks to heaven for baving granted 
peace to that country. He alſo declared his intention of going thither, 
but that it muſt be by land, on account of the contrariety of the currents 
and his own bad ſtate of health. The pilots however repreſented to 
him that the ſeaſon was favourable, it being then the month of April, 
and prevailed upon him to give up his firſt determination, but ſtill he 
could not leave that place until the return of Sandoval, whom he had 
detached againſt a Captain Roxas, who ſerved under Arias, and againſt 
whom complaints had been lodged by the natives of a diſtrict named 
Olancho, which was diſtant about fifty five leagues from Truxillo. 
Sandoval had been detached thither with ſeventy ſoldiers; at firſt the 
two parties were upon the brink of hoſtilities, but afterwards 


reconciled and parted mah. Roxas and his fadiers nen that 
country. 


Sandoval was 3 recalled in conſequence of the meſſage 
brought by Altamirano. The general appointed Captain Saavedra his 
lieutenant in that province, and wrote at the ſame time to Captain 
Luis Marin, to march our whole party by the road of Guatimala, 
and Captain Godoy he ordered to Naco. Theſe letters Saavedra mali- 
ciouſly ſuppreſſed, for they never came to our hands. Cortes previous 
to his embarkation confeſſed to Fra Juan and received the ſacrament, 
for he was ſo ill that he thought himſelf at the point of death. The 
wind favouring his voyage to the Havannah, he ſoon arrived there, 
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8 five = ref dns at the e 8 embarked, 
and in twelve days arrived at the Port of Medellin, oppoſite to the If- 
land De los Sacrificios, where he diſembarked with twenty ſoldiers, and 
proceeding to the town of San Juan de Ulua, which was diſtant about 
- half a league, -it was his fortune to light upon a ſtring of horſes and 
mules which had conveyed travellers to the coaſt, and which he engag- 
ed to take him to Vera Cruz. He ordered thoſe about him to give no 
hint to any one, who he was, and two hours before day break arriving | 
at the town, he went directly to the church the doors of which were 
juſt opened. When the facriſtan ſaw the church filled with people 
whom he did not know, he became alarmed and ran into the ſtreet, 
calling to the civil power to aſſiſt him. The alcaldes, three alguazils 
and ſome of the neighbours came with arms in conſequence of the noiſe. 
Cortes was ſqualid, and the white habit of the reverend father was 
dirty from the ſea voyage, nor did any one recollect them until Cortes 
8 began to ſpeak; but as ſoon as he was recognized by them, they all 
1 a, Fell upon their knees, kiſſed his hands, and bid him and his attendants | 
q ” welcome. All his old fellow ſoldiers aſſembled around him, and after 
| | maſcs, eſcorted him to the quarters of Pedro Moreno Medrano, where 
N he remained for eight days, during which time he was feaſted and en- 
| _ tertained by the inhabitants. Intelligence was alſo ſent to Mexico to 
| ive the people there the joyful tidings, and Cortes wrote to his friends 
to the fame 5d. The Indians of the neighbourhood brought him 


ab undant 
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4 Aundent eas, Alden beſet our for the city as Mexico every 
preparation was made for his accommodation. The inhabitants of Mex- 


| co, and of all the places round the lake celebrated ME return. with _ F 
| Wes and thoſe of Een did the On 5 a c 


7 ny When W ck; at b Tufts! wins 5 „ eame to wilt 
upon him, he thought it proper to remain there for that night, and on 
the next morning but one he entered the city, being met by all the offi- 
cers, cavaliers, and other inhabitants, in great ſtate. The natives in 
their beſt dreſſes, and armed as warriors, filled the lake with their ca- 
noes; the dancing continued in every ftreet during the day, and at night 
the city was illuminated with lights at every door. Immediately on his 
arrival he went to the monaſtery of St. Franciſco, to return thanks to 
God for all his mercies to him. From that he went to his magnifi- 
cent palace, where he was ſerved and eſteemed, and feared, as a ſover- 
eign prince, all the provinces making their ſubmiſſions, and ſending 
preſents and congratulations to him. The entry of Cortes into Mexico 
was in the month of June. He immediately ordered the arreſt of thoſe 
who had been moſt eminent for ſedition, and faction, and cauſed an 
enquiry to be inſtituted into the conduct of the two great culprits. He 
alſo arreſted one Ocampo, who had been concerned in defamatory libels, 
and a perſon of the name of Ocana a ſcrivener. This man who. was 
very old was called the body and ſoul of the factor. He now intended 
to proceed immediately to bring the veedor and factor to juſtice for their 
crimes, and if he had done ſo no one could have ſaid againſt it, and it 
would have met his Majeſty's approbation. This I heard ſaid by ſome 
members of the royal council of the Indies, the Biſhop de las Caſas be- 
ing preſent, in the year of our Lord one thouſand five hundred and forty, 
when I was attending on my own affairs; but in this inte Cortes 
* be yn In with — 1 conduct. 
E he des 1 . koh Ae of the as TR 
gin Cartes i in Caſtille, and of the orders iſſued to the adminal of St. 


Domin go, 
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. of the interpoſition of. the Duke of Bejar, and the appoirid- 
ment of Luis Ponce de Leon. The licentiate at this period of which I 
am writing, had arrived at Medellin. The ſuddenneſs of his coming 
rather ſurpriſed Cortes, who wien he rectived” the intelligence, was 
performing his devotions in the church of St. Francis. He earneſtly / 
prayed to the Lord to guide him as ſeemed beſt to his holy wiſdom, and 
on coming out of the church ſent an expreſs to bring him information 
of all particulars. In two days after, the licentiate ſent him his Ma- 
jeſty's orders to receive him as reſident judge in Mexico, and Cortes in 
conſequence thereof diſpatched a perſon with a meſſage of compliment. 
and deſiring to know which of the two roads to the city he intended to 
take, that he might make ſuch preparations as were proper for the re- 
ception of a perſon of his rank. The licentiate ſert him back an anfwer, 
thanking him for his polite offers, and dedaring his intention to repoſe 
after the fatigues of his voyage for a little time, where he was. This 
interval was buſily employed by the enemies of Cortes, who repreſented 
to the licentiate that it was his determination to put the factor and vee- 
dor to death, before his arrival, and that it was en for him to 


tes, they were only intended, by a the noae that he da 
to take, under the colour of preparation to do him honour, the more 
effectually to ſucceed in his intention to aſſaſſinate him. They alſo 
miſrepreſented every tranſaction in which Cortes had been concerned. | 


The perſons whom the licentiate principally conſulted were the 
alcalde major Proano, a native of Cordova, and his brother the alcalde 
of the citadel, named Salazar de la Pedrada, who ſhortly after his arri- 
val died of a pleuriſy, Marcos de Aguilar a licentiate or bachelor, a fol- 
dier named Bocanegra de Cordova, and certain fathers of the order of 

St. Domingo, the provincial of whom was one Fray Thomas Ortiz. 
He had been a prior ſome where that I do not now recollect, and all 
thoſe who came with him-deſcribed him to be man more fit for world- 
ly affairs than thoſe which particularly concerned his holy office. With 

| theſe 


a a Wy) 
theſe ** the licentiate conſuls as to his proceeding to Mexico, 
which they all were of opinion ſhould not be delayed an inſtant. Ac- 
cordingly, che laſt meſſengers diſpatched by Cortes met him on the road 
at Iztapalapa. A ſumptuous banquet was here prepared for them, at 
which, after ſeveral abundant and magnificent ſervices, ſome cheeſs-. + ED 
cakes and'cuſtards were placed upon the table, as great delicacies. They 5 
were ſo much approved of, and ſome of the company eat of them in 
ſuch quantities, that they made them ſick; but thoſe who eat of them 
in moderation were not at all affected. However this prior, Fray Tho- 
mas Ortiz, aſſerted that they had been poiſoned with arſenic, and that 
he had not eaten of them from a ſuſpicion that they were ſo; but others 
who were preſent declared, that he ſtuffed himſelf heartily with them, 
and faid that they were the beſt he had ever taſted. This new charge 
55 | was immediately ſeized on and circulated by the enemies of Cortes, 
to * an n odium upon . 


During this A Cortes and in Mexico; report ſaid that he LE 
had ſent a ao preſent of gold to the licentiate; this I cannot warrant ; 
but as he had perſons ſtationed to bring him intelligence, on his quit- 
ting Iztapalapa Cortes ſet out to meet him, with a grand and numerous 
retinue of all the officers and gentlemen of the city. When the two. 
parties met, many civilities paſſed between the great men; the licentiate- 
ſeemed to me to be well acquainted with the rules of politeneſs. It was 
with great difficulty that Cortes could. prevail upon. him. to take the 
right hand. On his entry into the city he proceeded to the monaſtery 
of St. Franciſco, buſineſs being deferred till the enſuing day. Cortes 
attended the licentiate to. the palace prepared for him, where he enter- 
tained him moſt ſumptuouſly, but his politeneſs and grandeur of man- 
ner was more ſtriking than all the reſt, inſomuch that the licentiate ob- 
ſerved privately to his friends, that Cortes. muſt have been for a lon 8 
time paſt exerciſing 2 in the manners of a great man. 
on the enſuing ay the WW of Mexico, and all the civil and ki 
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military officers, and the vetcran ſoldiers, were aſſembled by order; and 
in our preſence the licentiate Ponce de Leon produced his authority from 
his Majeſty, which Cortes having kiſſed, and placed upon his head in 
token of ſubmiſſion, we all declared our obedience; to, as in duty 
bound. The licentiate then received and returned back the rod of juſtice, 
in token of the ſurrender of the government into his hands, ſaying to 
Cortes, General, this government I receive from you by his Majeſty's 
«© orders, wherein however it is by no means implied that you are not 
*« moſt worthy of this, or higher truſts.” To which the general replied, 
that he was always happy in obeying his Majeſty's commands, and 
that it was alſo a ſatisfaction to him, that he would be thereby enabled 
to prove the falſchood and malice of his enemies. The licentiate in 
anſwer ſaid, that where were good men, there were alſo bad, and ſuch 
was the world; but that to each would be repaid in kind. This was 
all the material buſineſs of the day. On the next, Cortes attended the 
ſummon of the new governor, who ſent it with much reſpect, and 
they had a conference, at which no one was preſent. except the prior 
Thomas Ortiz; but it is ſaid and believed that the licentiate addreſſed 
Cortes to the following effect. He firſt obſerved that it had been his 
Majeſty's intention, that thoſe who had moſt merit in the conqueſt of 
this country, ſhould be well provided for in the diſtribution of planta- 
tions, conſidering more eſpecially the ſoldiers who firſt came thither 
from Cuba; and thar it had been underſtood, that this was not the caſe, 
for that they had been neglected, while others newly arrived had wealth. 
heaped upon them, without any juſt pretenſions. Cortes, to this, re- 
plied, that all had got ſhares, but that ſome of theſe it was true turned 
out much inferior to others; however it was in his power as governor 
now to rectify that. The governor then aſked him how it happened 
that he had left Luis de Godoy to periſh for want in a diſtant ſettlement, | 
when the veterans ought to have been ſuffered to remain and enjoy the 
comforts of eſtabliſhed poſſeſſions in Mexico, and the new colonizations 
have been aſſigned to new comers. He alſo enquired how Captain Luis 
Marin, Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, and the others of his approved 1 
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had been taken care of. Cortes replied, that for buſineſs of danger it 


was uſeleſs to employ any but his veterans; but that they would ſoon 
he expected return to Mexico, being then upon their road thither. The 
governor next aſked him, rather ſharply, about his imprudent march 
againſt Chriſtoval de Oli, undertaken without his Majeſty's orders or 


permiſſion. To which Cortes anſwered, that he conſidered it to be 


neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice, as the dangerous effects of ſuch ex- 
ample among officers intruſted with ſeparate commands might be very 
extenſive, and that he had, previous to ſetting out, reported to his Ma- 
jeſty his intention ſo to do. He then queſtioned Cortes as to the affairs 
of Narvaez, Garay, and Tapia, to all which Cortes gave ſuch ſatis- 
W anſwers that the governor Jeemed to be well 2 thore- 
with. 


After Cortes had retired, Fray W Ortiz e on Feats per- 
ſons intimate friends of the general, and with great earneſtneſs told them 


the ſame which he on the enſui uing morning told to Cortes himſelf; for 


coming to him at that time, and deſiring to ſpeak to him in private, he 


then aſſured him, with many proteſtations of 'friendſhip, and wiſhes to 


ſerve him, that the governor had ſecret orders from his Majeſty, imme- 


diately to behead him, and that he had thought it proper, in conform- 


ity with the duty of his ſacred function, as well as from his private 
regard, to give him early intelligence. This friendly communication 
it may be ſuppoſed gave Cortes a good deal to reflect upon; he had been 
informed of the intriguing and ſimulating character of the friar, and 
was induced to think that this might be done to induce him 
to give a bribe for his interceſſion. Others ſaid afterwards that Ortiz 
acted by the directions of the governor. Cortes, however, received his 
pretended friendly information with many thanks, declaring his hopes 
that his Majeſty had a different opinion of his ſervices, than to proceed 
_ againſt him in that manner, and that he had too high an opinion of the 
governor, to ſuppoſe he would do any thing without warrant. 
When the friar found that his tricks were not attended by the effect 
LII that 
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that 1 had Aattered himſelf with, he mo much confuſed, and 
did not know what to ſay. 


The new governor iſſued public notice, that all who had complaints 
to make againſt the former adminiſtration of the country, ſhould bring 
them forward, whether they were concerning Cortes, the civil, or the 
military officers. In conſequence of this a hoſt of accuſers, litigants, 
and claimants, ſtarted up. All the general's private enemies brought 
accuſations againſt him; others who had really juſtice on their ſide laid. 
claim to what was due to them, Some alledged that they had not re- 
ceived their proper ſhares of gold, others that they had not been ſuffici- 
ently rewarded, and others demanded remuneration for their horſes kil- 
led in the wars, although they had gotten ten times the value in gold: 
and ſome demanded ſatisfaction for perſonal injuries. Juſt at the period 
when the governor had opened, his court to give a hearing to all 
the parties, it was God's will, and for our ſins and misfortunes, that 


he ſhould be taken ſuddenly ill of a fever, and a lethargy coming on 


him he remained in that ſtate four days. His three phyſicians then ad- 


viſed him to confeſs and receive the ſacrament, which he did with 
great devotion, and appointed as his ſueceſſor in the government, Mar- 


cos de Aguilar who had come with him from: Caſtile. Some faid that 


the latter was only a bachelor and not a licentiate, and therefore incapa- 


ble of acting; however the governor left him orders not to. proceed fur- 
ther with the buſineſs of the-court, but that all ſhould be laid before 
his Majeſty. On the ninth day from the time he was taken ill, the 
governor gave up: his breath to our Lord. The whole city went into 
mourning on the occaſion. The military deplored his loſs with parti- 


cular reaſon, for he certainly intended to redreſs all abuſes, and. to. re- 
ward us W to our merits. 


1 heard an anecdote of him, at the time of his death, and it was 
this. He was of a gay diſpoſition and fond of muſic; to divert his 
lethargy, his attendants brought a lute, and yours upon it in his apart- 

ment; 
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ment ; ; and * ſaid that While they played him a favourite air, he beat 
time to it, and juſt as it was finiſned he expired. What malignities 
and ſlanders were now circulated againſt Cortes, by his enemies in Mex- 
ico | they {aid that he and Sandoval had poiſoned the governor, as he 
had before done Garay. The moſt buſy in this malicious affair was the 
friar Ortiz. It appeared as if the veſſel which brought them had been 
infected with the diſeaſe of which the governor died; above a hundred of 

thoſe who came in it having died at fea or after landing. All the friars 


except a very few were [wept off, and the contagion en the city 
of Mexico. 


It was the wiſh of thoſe who were enemies to Cortes, that the 
enquiry ſhould be proceeded on in the ſame manner as was intended be- 
fore the death of the late governor. Cortes aſſerted his readineſs, pro- 
vided that the new governor Aguilar would take upon him the reſpon- 
ſibility of acting contrary to the teſtament of his predeceſſor. The coun- 
cil of Mexico however inſiſted that Aguilar was ineligible to that high 
ſituation, on account of his age, infirmities, and other incapacities, 
which indeed were pretty evident. They therefore recommended that 
Cortes ſhould be aſſociated with him, but he inſiſted on adhering ſtrict= 
ly to the letter of the teſtament of his predeceſſor, and Cortes was alſo 
entirely adverſe to taking any ſhare of the authority, for private reaſons, 
ſo that the whole weight reſted on this poor hectic old man, who was 


obliged to drink goat's milk, and to be ſuckled "7 a Caſtilian woman 
to keep him alive. 


I will now go to a diſtance both in time and place, to relate that 
which happened to us on our journey to Mexico from Naco, where 
we were waiting to hear from Sandoval, who was to ſend us notice of 
the failing of Cortes, which intelligence we never received, Saavedra, 


I have already mentioned, maliciouſly — the letters with which 
he was intruſted. 
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' When our captain Marin and the reſt of w found thas we were 
diſappointed, in the receipt of our expected intelligence, we determin- 
ed to ſend a party to Truxillo to learn the truth. Accordingly ten of 

the cavalry, of which I was one, ſet out, and on our arrival at a place 
named Olancho, we learned from fome Spaniards that Cortes had failed, 
This intelligence was ſoon after confirmed to us in a communication we 
had with Saavedra; we therefore returned to our Captain Marin with 
the good news, and foon after we all fet out with joyful hearts 
for Mexico. I recollect we threw ftones at the country we left be- 
hind us. 


On our way, at a place called Maniani, we met five ſoldiers who 
had been ſent by Alvarado in ſearch of us. They were commanded by 
one of our veterans named Diego de Villanueva, a brave ſoldier. As 
ſoon as we had recognized each other and ſaluted, we enquired for 
his Captain Alvarado, who, he informed us was not far diſtant, and 
whom accordingly, after two days march farther, we fell in with. 
Our meeting took place at the town of Cholulteca Malalaca, and a third 
party joined us there, compoſed of captains under Pedro Arias de 
Avila, who met Alvarado's party to adjuſt ſome difference about 
bounds. We remained here together for three days. Alvarado at this 
time ſent one Gaſpar Arias de Avila, a confidential friend of his to 
treat with Captain Pedro Arias, about ſome particular buſineſs, I be- 
heve relative to a marriage; for Captain P. A, de Avila ſeemed much 
devoted to Alvarado. 


Continuing our march, we croſſed a hoſtile country where the 
natives killed one of our' ſoldiers, and wounded three others. The 
want of time prevented our puniſhing them as they deſerved. Further 
on, in Guatimala, they had alſo manned the paſſes againſt us, and we 
were detained three days in forcing our way ; here I received a wound 
of an arrow, but it was of little conſequence. We then arrived at the 
valley where the city of Guan is now built, the people of which 
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were all haſtile; I recolle&t that here we hos number of ſhocks of an 
earthquake, very long in their duration, and ſo violent as to throw ſe- 
veral of the ſoldiers to the ground. 


Wes we e paſſed old S the natives bag aſferabled: to give 
us an hoſtile reception, but we drove them away before us, and took 
poſſeſſion of their magnificent dwellings and quadrangles, for that 


night, and on the enſuing day we hutted ourſelves on the plain, where 


we halted for ten days; during which time Alvarado ſent ſummons to 
the neighbouring Indians, to come in and ſubmit. We delayed here 
to receive their anſwers, which none of them thought proper to ſend. 
We then proceeded on our Journcy by lang marches, until we reached 
the ſtation of Alvarado's main force, at Olintepeque. After halting 
there for ſome days we proceeded on towards Mexico, by Soconuzco, 
and Teguantepeque. On this march we loſt two of our Spaniards, and 
the Mexican lord. Juan Velalquea who had been a chief under Guatt- 
motzin. 


When we arrived at Guaxaca, we learned the news of the death. 
of the governor Ponce de Leon. Anxiouſly preſſing forward for Mex- 
ico, we arrived at Chalco, from whence we ſent forward meſſengers to 
Cortes to inform him of our approach, and requeſting that he would: 


provide us good quarters, which we much required, for it was. now 
two- years and three months ſince we ſet out upon our expedition. As 
Cortes knew of our approach, he rode out with many cavaliers to meet 
us on the cauſeway, and accompany us into the city. We went on 
our arrival, to the great church, to return our thanks to God. From 
thence we attended the general to his palace, where he had a fl umptu- 
ous entertainment provided for us. Alvarado went to his reſidence in 


the fortreſs, of which he had been appointed alcalde. Luis Marin. 


went to lodge with Sandoval, and I and another friend named Captain. 
Luis Sanchez, were taken by Andrez de Tapia to his houſe. Sandoval 
| : and. 


9 


( 446 ) 


and all our friends, and Cortes: .among the reſt; bent us en of 
neceſfaries, as alſo gold and cocoa for « our ed 2 


On the next day my friend and I, accompanied a . Lol 
Andres de Tapia, proceeded to wait upon the governor Aguilar, who 


received us with much politeneſs, but declared his inability to make 


any new arrangements, the whole being left to his Majeſty's arbitration ; 
but that if he was authoriſed, he would do every thing that lay in his 
power to give us ſatisfaction. At this time arrived from the Iſland of 
Cuba, Diego de Ordaz whom I have already mentioned as the circulat- 
or of the report of our deaths; he was ſeverely taxed for his impropri- 
ety, but moſt ſolemnly denied it to us, averring that he had only written 
an account of the unfortunate affair at Xicalonga as it really happened, 
and any miſrepreſentation that was made, the factor was accountable 
for; and for the truth of what he aſſerted he referred to his letters. 
Cortes had at this time too much buſineſs on his hands to embarraſs 
himſelf any further with this; he therefore thought proper to drop it, 

and endeavour to reſcue his property, which had been diſpoſed of upon 
the ſuppoſition of his death. A great part of it had been appropriated 

to the expences of celebrating his funeral ſervice, and to the ſaying maſ- 
fes for his ſoul and ours, to give credit to the report; and theſe 
perpetual maſſes which had been ſo purchaſed out of the property of 
Cortes upon the ſuppoſition of his death, and for the good of his ſoul, 


were now that he was found to be alive, and no longer to be in need of 


them, purchaſed by one Juan de Caceres, for the benefit of his own 
ſoul, whenever he was to die; ſo that Cortes was more removed from 
the re- attainment of his property than ever. 


Ordas who was a wiſe man and one of 8 in worldly affairs, 
ſeeing that Cortes was neglected and had fallen in public eſtimation 
ſince his being ſuperceded by the governor Ponce de Leon, adviſed him 
to aſſume more conſequence and a more ſtately appearance than his na- 
tural diſpoſition prompted him to, in order to maintain the reſpect that 
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was due to him; but ſuch was his natural plainneſs of manners, that he 


never at any time liked to be called otherwiſe than ſimply, Cortes, and 
truly it was a great and noble name in itſelf, and as much revered as 
Cæſar's and Pompey's in the time of the Romans, Hannibal's among 
the Carthaginians, or in our time that of Gonzalo Hernandez, or the moſt 
valiant and ever invincible Diego Garcia de Paredes. Ordaz alſo in- 
formed Cortes of the report that was circulated through Mexico, of its. 


being his intention to put the factor to death privately in jail; and he 


warned him of the man being 5 Fan. 


The eafapte Eftrada at this time married, off two of his dau ghters ; ;: 
one to Jorge de Alvarado, another to Don Luis de Guzman ſon to the 
Count De Caſtellar. It was then ſettled that Pedro: de Alvarado. ſhould 
go to Caſtille to ſolicit the government of Guatimala, and he in the 
mean time ſent his brother Jorge to. that province with a. force of our 
allies of different nations, to. reduce it. The governor alſo about that 


period ſent a force againſt the province of Chiapa under the command 


of Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman, a near relation of the duke of Me- 


dina Sidonia; an other to the province of Tabaſco under Balthaſar Oſſo- 


rio, and a third againſt the Zapotecan mountaineers under Alonzo de 
Herrera, one of our veterans. 


After lingering for eight months, the governor Marcos de Aguilar 
ge up the ghoſt, leaving by teſtament the treaſurer Alonzo de Eſtrada 
his ſucceſſor. At this time, the council of Mexico and many principal 
Spaniards were ſolicitous that Cortes ſhould be aſſociated with the trea- 
ſurer in the government, the latter appearing entirely incompetent at the 


preſent juncture, more particularly for the following reaſon. Nuno 


de Guzman who had for two years governed the province of Panuco, 
was a man of a moſt furious and tyrannical diſpoſition, arbitrarily extend- 
ing the bounds of his juriſdiction, and putting to death all who dared 
to oppoſe his will. Thus Pedro Gonzalez de Truxillo, a.perſon of no- 


ble condition, aſſerting with truth that his diſtrict was a dependency of 
Mexico, . 


— 
.. ͤͤ—— nn 


2 


4 
— — 


* = _— _ : _ 
_— 2 7 — — . 
— ==> = 4 — — 


— 
— 


— — 
"SME. 


FI SST; 


4 * —— — - — Ha 
b — * 6 — - J —— * A . N 8 — 
p 3 — £ 98 . 2 . . — 24 — 
— — . . Pe : — IE * — 
a . —— ts , = Ws - - 
—_— 4 - 
— 


— 
— © 2.4 

_ 
— 


( 148) 


Mexico, the other without any ceremony ordered him to be immedi- 
ately hanged, which was accordingly done, Contrary to all g juſtice. 


He alſo put many other Spaniards to death, apparently for no reaſon 
except: to make himſelf feared, and ſet the authority of the governor of 


Mexico at defiance. In order therefore to curb the inſolence of Guz- 
man, it was the wiſh of many that Cortes ſhould take a {hare in the 


government, but he was utterly adverſe to it, knowing the difficulties, 
and the dangerous power and more dangerous malignity of his enemies. 
for as uſual, upon ithe death of Aguilar the ſtory was again induſtri- 
ouſly circulated, that it was owing to poiſon given him by Cortes. 


It was s determined on the peremptory refuſal of the latter, that 
Sandoval who was al guaz il major, ſhould act conjointly with the trea- 


ſurer, and he was willingly accepted as an affociate by him. His firſt 


buſineſs on entering into office was, to endeavour to bring to juſtice one 
Ruano, who had fled from Mexico for ſome crime. He ſince became 


a rich man, for, eſcaping for the preſent, he eluded juſtice altogethes, 


though Sandoval did his utmoſt to Ru him. 


Certain perſons, the inveterate and On enemies 'of Cortes, now 
perſuaded the treaſurer to write to Caſtille, to repreſent at court, that he 
had been compelled by the influence of Cortes, to aſſociate Sandoval with 


him in the government, contrary to his inclination, and to his Majeſ- 
ty's ſervice. They by the ſame opportunity tranſmitted a volume of 


malignant falſchoods, which they had raked up againſt the general, 


ſuch as that he had poiſoned Luis Ponce de Leon, and Marcos de Agui- 
lar the governors, as alſo the Adelantado'Garay, and that he had en- 
deavoured to adminiſter arſenic in cheeſecakes to a number of people at 


a feaſt. Alſo that he was plotting the ſecret murders of the veedor and 
factor in jail. All which lies were ſupported by the ' induſtry of the 
contador Albornoz, who was then in Caſtille. He was alſo charged 
ſtrongly as to the death of his firſt wife, and theſe things being thus 
urged, Cortes was in part judged unheard, an order being ſent to releaſe 
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the veedor and factor, and an officer named Don Pedro de la Cueva 
commendador major of Alcantara, was ordered to go with three hun- 
dred ſoldiers, at the coſt of Cortes, and in caſe of his guilt being prov- 
ed, to inflict the puniſhment of death upon him, and diſtribute his 
property amongſt the veteran conquerors of Mexico. This was how- 
ever to be done under the judgment of a royal court of audience, to be 
preſent upon the ſpot for the purpoſe. All theſe preparations however 


ended in nothing; for neither Don Pedro de la C ueva, nor the court of | 


i. 


royal audience ever arrived. 


The treaſurer was now greatly elevated by the countenance which 
he received at court, and which he attributed to his being conſidered a 
ſon of the catholic king. He diſpoſed of governments at his pleaſure, 
ſending his relation Mazariejos to make enquiry into the conduct of 
Don Juan Enriquez de Guzman in Chiapa, where they ſay more pil- 
lage and plunder took place than bught to have done. He alſo ſent a 
force againſt the Zapotecans and Minxes under one De Barrios, faid to 


be a brave ſoldier, and who had ſerved in Italy. I do not mean Barrios 
of Seville, the brother-in-law of 'Cortes. This officer marched againſt 


them with a hundred ſoldiers, but the natives ſurpriſed him one 
night, and killed him with ſeven more of the party. Such was the 


difference between us the veteran conquerors, and theſe raw half formed 
ſoldiers, who did not know the arts and ſtratagems of the enemy. The 
governor alſo ſent a hundred of the new ſoldiers, under the command 
of a particular friend named Figuero, to the province of Guaxaca. On 
his route by the Zapotecans, Figuero fell in with a captain left in com- 
mand there by Marcos de Aguilar, named Alonzo Herrera, and ſome 
_ diſpute ariſing between them, ſwords were drawn, Herrera wounding 
Figuero, and three other ſoldiers who were with him. Figuero find- 
ing himſelf not able to go into the field, and his ſoldiers not being fit 
for expeditions in the mountains, thought proper to ſearch for and' 


break open the ſepulchres, in which the ancient chiefs of thoſe coun- 


tries were interred, to make prize of the gold, which according to 
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cuſtom was buried with them. In this manner he collected to the 
value of above one hundred thouſand crowns, and with this wealth, 
which was inereaſed by preſents, he ſet off for Mexico, leaving the 
provinces in a worſe ſtate than he found them. From Mexico he went 


to Vera Cruz, and embarking for Caſtille, the veſſel in which he failed _ 


was loſt in a gale of wind, and he and all his wealth went to the bot- 
ton. The buſineſs of ſubjecting theſe Indians was finally left to us, the 
conquerors of Guacacualco, who at length brought them to peace, for 
their cuſtom was to ſubmit during the fummer, and to break into rebel- 
lion as ſoon as the torrents made their country inacceſſible. I was on 
three expeditions againſt them. The town of St. Alfonſo is now buile | 
there, to ur hem. 2 in ſubjection. 


When the governor heard how his friend had been maltreated by 
Fi guero, he ſent the officers of juſtice to apprehend him; he however 
eſcaped to the rocks and woods, but they took a ſoldier who uſed to 
accompany him, and brought him priſoner to Mexico, where, without 
| a hearing, the governor ordered his right hand to be ſtruck off. His 
name was Cortejo, and by birth he was a n. 


A ſervant of Sandoval alto at this time wounded a n of the 
treaſurer, in a quarrel, The treaſurer had him arreſted, and command- 
ed his right hand to be cut off. Cortes and Sandoval were at this time 
at a place called Quernavaca, partly from motives of prudence. On 
hearing of this inſult they poſted off to Mexico, and it is ſaid that Cor- 
tes uſed ſuch expreſſions to the treaſurer upon the ſubject, as to put the 
latter in fear of his life. He called his friends about him to form a 
guard for his perſon, and immediately releaſed the veedor and factor 
from jail. By their advice the governor was then induced to iſſue an 
order, for the inſtant expulſion of Cortes from Mexico. This being 
repreſented to Cortes, he declared his readineſs to obey, ſince it was the 
will of God, that he who had gained that city, at the expence of his 
veſt blood, by day and by night, ſhould be banithed from it, by the 
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baſe and unworthy : and that he would ſet. out immediately, and Fl 
mand — from his * 


Inſtantiy med quitting the 5 he went to one of his country 
one, at Cuyoacan, from whence in a few days he proceeded to- 
wards the coaſt, At this time the lady of the treaſurer, a perſon well 
worthy of memory for her many virtues, ſeeing the dangerous conſe- 
quences likely to reſult from his abſurd and arbitrary conduct, expoſtu- 


| lated with him on it, reminding him of the many favours he had re- 
ceived from Cortes, the ingratitude with which he had repaid him, and 


the many friends that Cortes had. Theſe repreſentations are ſaid to have 
operated on the mind of the treaſurer, ſo as to cauſe. ſincere repentance 
of the Ow that he _ taken. 


At this time ned in | New "We Fray Julian Garrios, firſt biſhop 
of Tlaſcala, and who in honour to our lord the moſt chriſtian Emperor 
was named Carolenſe. When this reverend prelate heard of the pro- 
ceedings of the governor againſt Cortes, he was highly diſpleaſed with 
them, and two days after his arrival in Mexico where he was received 
with great pomp, at the requeſt of the governor, he undertook to me- 
_ diate betwixt them. Many of theſe ſeditious perſons ſuch as there are 


in all ſocieties, knowing the diſſatis faction of Cortes, offered him their 


ſervices if he would ſet himſelf up as an independent monarch, in New 
Spain. Theſe people he immediately arreſted, threatening to put them 
to death, and he wrote directly to the biſhop of Tlaſcala, to inform 
him of the treaſon. He had alſo received ſimilar offers from Mexico, 
which he treated in the ſame manner. The reports of what was going 
on however, ſo terrified the veedor and factor, who did not know to 
what extent Cortes might be induced to go, that they became inceſſant 
in their ſolicitations to the governor to accelerate the departure of the 
biſhop. of Tlaſcala. This prelate having waited upon Cortes, and found 
—— of his conduct perfectly to his fatisfation, wrote back to 
Mexico to inform the government there of the reſult of his obſervations ; 
F | Mmm 2 the 


l e 


the unalterable determination of Cortes to go to Old Spain, and a ſevere 
cenſure from himſelf, upon the miſconduct of thoſe who had been the 
cauſe of his quitting Mexico. I do not know whether Cortes returned 
to that city in order to arrange his private concerns, but he appointed 

ſeveral agents for that purpoſe, the principal of whom was the licenti- 
ate Altamirano. He brought with him from Mexico many curioſities 
of the country for his Majeſty, ſuch as various kinds of birds unknown 
in Europe, two tigers, many barrels of ambergris and indurated balſam, 
and another kind that reſembled oil, four Indians expert at playing the 
ſtick with their feet, other Indian dancers who had a manner of appear- 
ing as if they flew in the air, three humpbacked dwarfs of extraordinary 
deformity, and alſo ſome male and female Indians whoſe ſkins were 
remarkable for their whiteneſs, and who have a natural defect of viſion. 
He was alſo attended by ſeveral young chiefs of the Tlaſcalan and Mex- 
ican nations, whom he conſented to take to Europe with him, at their 
own requeſts. 481 1 Hers; 
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. ONTES awd 1 115 letters from the preſident of the Indies, the 
Duke of Bejar, and ſeveral other of his friends, informing him of the 
neceſſity of his appearance in Caſtille, to do away the malignant accuſa- 
tions of his enemies. Others alſo informed him of the death of his father 
Martin Cortes. Having performed the funeral obſequies to his father, 
be ordered two ſhips to be purchaſed, which he ſtored with fuch quan- 
. tities. of provifions of every kind, that the overplus when. he SE" in 
ORE would have eh for a two. aur N 


Vox a theſe — he r his anon dow BY | 
was named Eſquival. This officer croſſing the lake of Mexico to Ayot- 
eingo in a large canoe with ſix Indian rowers and one Negro, and have 
ing ſome ingots: of gold in. his poſſeſſion, was way-laid and murdered 
ſomewhere on the lake. The manner of his death never was known, 
neither canoe, Indians, or Negro, ever being traced.” The body of 
Eſquival was found four days after in a ſmall ifland, half eaten by birds 
of prey. There were many ſuſpicions entertained about this affair; tha. 
man was faid to be a great boaſter of the favours he received from the 
ladies. There were alſo other bad ſtories told of him, which gave riſe 
to . of ſuch a nature as I cannot relate; no great enquiry was. 

f | made- 
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made as to his death, God bd him his fins! Cortes ne other 
officers to complete the preparations for his voya ge. He offered by pro- 
clamation a free paſſage to all ſuch Spaniards! as. obtained a permiſſion 


from the government to go to e e and a * of e to 
them on the voyage. . | 


— 21 3 


All things being ready, and having confeſſed and reed. he 

embarked in company with Sandoval, Tapia, and other cavaliers, and 
after a voyage of forty one days arrived in Europe, diſembarking' near 
the town of Palos; as ſoon as he ſet his foot oh ſhore he fell on his 
knees, to return thanks to God for his mercies. His arrival in Old 
Spain was in the month of December in the year one thouſand five hun- 
dred and twenty ſeven. To good fortune ſucceeded grief, by the death 
of the brave Captain Sandoval, after a lingering ſickneſs, at His lodg- 
ings in the houſe of a rope maker at Palos, who, in his preſenee, rob- 
bed him of thirteen bars of gold. This rogue perceiving his weak ſitu- 
ation, ſent his ſervants on a pretended meſſage from Sandoval to Cortes, 
who was then at Nueſtra Senora de la Ravida, and having the houſe to 
himſelf, went into Sandoval's room, and breaking open his cheſt, took 
out the gold, while our poor friend lay in bed unable to reſiſt him, and 
apprehenſive, if he made any outcry, that the fellow would ſmother 
him in the bedclothes. As ſoon as he had got the gold he made his 
eſcape with it into Portugal, where he could not be purſued. Cortes 
ſhortly after arrived, and was informed of what had happened, but 

- Purſuit was too late. Sandoval then grew worſe every hour, and the 
phyſicians recommended confeſſion; which being done, and having 

received the holy ſacrament, in a ſhort time after he gave up the ghoſt, 

but not before he had made a will, whereby he left his property to a 
ſiſter who afterwards married a natural ſon of the Count de Medelin. 
Sandoval died univerſally regretted. His funeral was attended by a great 


train of — among whom was Cortes. God F him his 


Cortes 


(C s 


Cortes ſent an expreſs to his Majeſty, and alſo to his patrons at 
court, informing them of his arrival, and alſo of the death of his friend 
Sandoval, whoſe merits and ſervices were known to his Majeſty, and 


for whoſe loſs he was pleaſed to expreſs great regret. The Duke of 
Bejar and the Count of Aguilar, on receiving the intelligence, waited 


on his Majeſty, but found him in poſſeſſion of it by the letter of Cortes. 
His Majeſty ſeemed to have at preſent a conviction of that officer's loy- 
alty, for which his friend the Duke of Bejar had been three times obli- 
ged to engage his life, for he was pleaſed to order that in all the cities 
and towns through which Cortes paſſed, he ſhould be received with 
the higheſt honour, | 


When he fo at Seville he was it; there by the Duke 


of Medina Sidonia, who made him a preſent of ſeveral beautiful horſes. 


From thence he proceeded, to attend the nine days devotions to our Lady 
of Guadeloupe. Donna Maria, wite of the commendador Don Fran- 
ciſco de los Cobos, with many other ladies of great rank arrived at the 
ſame time. As ſoon as Cortes had paid his devotions, given charity to 
the poor, and ordered maſs to be ſaid, he went attended by all his re- 
tinue of cavaliers to pay his reſpects to Donna Maria, the beautiful lady 
her ſiſter, and the many others of diſtinguiſhed rank who were in her 
company. Here Cortes had an opportunity of exhibiting that polite- 
neſs, gallantry, and generoſity, in which he ſurpaſſed all men. He 

made preſents of golden ornaments of great value, to all, but more eſ- 


pecially to Donna Maria and her ſiſter: and to each lady he gave a pen- 


ache of green feathers, richly ornamented with gold. He then produ- 
ced his Indian dancers who threw the ſtick from one foot to another, 


to the attoniſhment of the ſpectators, and in addition to all this, under- 


ſtanding that one of the mules belonging to the ſiſter of Donna Maria 
was unable to travel, he cauſed to be purchaſed for her two of the fineſt 
that could be procured for money. He alſo waited the departure of thoſe 
ladies for the court, attending them upon the journey and providing 
magnificent entertainments for them, the honours of which he did 

with 
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with a grace peculiar to himſelf, inſomuch that Donna Maria de Men- 


doza began to entertain thoughts of an alliance between her ſiſter and 
Cortes. However in marriages as in other caſes it is the hand of God 
which leads us, and therefore no more need be ſaid upon the ſubject. 

Donna Maria was ſo taken with the politeneſs and generoſity of Cortes, 
that ſhe wrote to the commendador of Leon ſaying, that the fame of 


Cortes and his heroic actions was far ſhort of the judgment which muſt 


be formed of him, by thoſe who had the good fortune of his acquain- 
tance, and brought over her huſband completely to his intereſt, = 


When our general arrived at court, his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
appoint the apartments to receive him, and his friends came out in a 
body to meet him on the road. On the enſuing day he went by per- 
miſſion to throw himſelf at his Majeſty's feet, being attended by the 


Duke of Bejar, the admiral of the Indies, and the commendador of 


Leon. His Majeſty commanded him to riſe, and Cortes, after a ſhort 


enumeration of his ſervices, and vindication of his conduct from the 


aſperſions of his enemies, preſented a memorial wherein the whole was 


fully detailed. His Majeſty having received it, commanded. him to 


riſe, and immediately honoured him with the title of Marquis del Valle, 


and the order of St. Jago. He alſo gave him an eſtate to maintain his 


new dignity,” and confirmed him captain general of New Spain and of 
the ſouth ſeas. Cortes, thus loaded with honours, retired from the 
royal preſence to receive in a few days a ſtill greater than all. Shortly 
after his arrival in Toledo he fell dan gerouſſy ill; when the Emperor 
heard it, he did him the honour of paying him a viſit in perſon. He 
however recovered in a ſhort time, and the particular favour of his 
Majeſty encouraged him to aſſume a rank and character equal to his 
high title. One ſunday that his Majeſty was at maſs in the cathedral, 
and ſeated according to cuſtom with his nobility each in his proper ſta- 
tion, Cortes, deſignedly as it is ſaid, came there late, and after all were 
ſeated; and paſſing before the whole of them, took his place next to 
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the Count de Naſao, who was neareſt to the Emperor. This gave 
great offence to many though others ſaid it was by the Emperor's deſire. 
Indeed Cortes began to feel his elevation ſo much, that it made him 
not hold ſome of his former patrons in the eſtimation he ought, 

all his attention being beſtowed on the Duke of Bejar, the Count de 

Naſao, and the admiral. Thinking that now the ball was at his foot 
with the ſupport of ſuch great men, he applied to the Emperor for the 
government of New Spain; this requeſt, though ſupported by his 
patrons, did not ſucceed, his Majeſty thinking he had done ſuffi- 
ciently and that ſome of his attention was due to thoſe conquerors, by 
. whoſe aſſiſtance he had gained that country. From this time Cortes 
did not ſeem ſo much in favour as before. 


His Majeſty was then proceeding on his journey to Flanders. After 
his departure, the marriage took place between the Marquis del Valle, 
and Donna Juana de Zuniga, on which occaſion he preſented his lady 
with the moſt magnificent jewels that ever had been in Caſtille. Her 
Majeſty Queen Iſabella, from the account given by the lapidaries, ex- 
preſſed a wiſh to have ſome, which Cortes accordingly preſented her 
with, but it is ſaid that they were not ſo fine or ſo valuable as thoſe 
which he gave to his lady. | 


; 
i. 


Il will now relate ſome other circumſtances, ſuch as I have heard bl 
concerning him while he reſided in Caſtille. One was, that Queen | =. 

Iſabella was not his friend on account of the appearances of ingratitude (3. 

in his conduct to his patrons, and alſo in conſequence of the inferiority 114 

of the preſents which he made her. However ſhe ordered in the Em- 7 my 

peror's abſence, that he ſhould have every ſupport from the council of ll 

"= the Indies. Cortes at this time obtained permiſſion to fit out two ſhips 1 
on a voyage of diſcovery to the ſouth ſeas, with a condition that he Wl 
ſhould enjoy certain rights and-revenues from whatever lands were acqui- = hy 
red to the crown of Spain. Don Pedro de la Cueva was at this time at —" 
court; this was the officer who was to have gone to Mexico to try, and 64 
Nnn if " 1 
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if found guilty, to execute Cortes. They were now on the moſt ami- 
cable and intimate footing. Don Pedro told him that even his innocence 
would have been ſufficiently expenſive to him, as the coſts of the expe- 
dition, which he muſt have paid, amounted to upwards of three hun- 
dred thouſand crowns. All thoſe, and other particulars we received an 


account of in private letters, as well from the Marquis del Valle, as from 


other perſons. He now ſent a gentleman to Rome, to kiſs the feet of 
his Holineſs Pope Clement, and with a rich preſent of gold, ſilver, and 


jewels. He alſo ſent ſome of the Indians who played with the ſtick, 


and a full memorial of all circumſtances concerning the newly diſcqvered 
country. He alſo took this opportunity to ſupplicate for a partial remiſ- 
ſion of the tithes of New Spain. 


This gentleman, Juan de Herrada, was a brave ſoldier, who at- 
tended Cortes in his expedition to Honduras. After he returned from 
Europe he went to Peru, where Don Diego de Almagro left him in the 
office of governor to his ſon. He was highly in the confidence of this 
family, and ſerved as Maeſtre de Campo to the young Almagro; he 


was alſo captain of the party which killed Don Franciſco Pizarro the 


elder. 


His Holineſs on the receipt of the letters returned thanks to God 
for the opportunity of making ſo many thouſand converts to the holy 
faith. He alſo praiſed the ſervices rendered by us, to the church and 
our monarch, and ſent us bulls of indulgence from penalties of our fans, 
with others for churches and hoſpitals. In regard to the tithes, I do 
not know what was done. The Indians were brought to dance before 
his Holineſs and the cardinals, who expreſſed their high ſatisfaction at 
their performances. After Herrada had concluded his buſineſs at Rome, 


he returned with a liberal reward from Pope Clement, who gave him 


the title and rank of count palatine, and wrote by him, ftrongly xequeſt- 
ing for him a grant of a. conſiderable. plantation in Ne Spain, which 
he never received, and in conſequence went to Peru. 


While 
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audience arrived in Mexico. Nuno de Guzman formerly governor of 
Panuco was the preſident. The Oydors were, four licentiates, by name 
Matienzo, Delgadillo, Maldonado, (I do not mean Alonzo Maldonado 
the good who was governor of Guatimala) and Parada. Theſe magiſ- 
trates from their firſt arrival ſhewed a determination to do juſtice. They 
were armed with greater powers than any officers ever ſent by his 
Majeſty to New Spain. They were alſo intruſted with the manage- 
ment of the final partition. of landed property, wherein his Majeſty had 
particularly charged them to take care of the intereſts of the conquerors. 
On their arrival, they iſſued a proclamation, requiring the attendance 
of an agent from each ſettlement, with memorials. and returns of the 
ſeveral diſtricts. The agents all arrived in the courſe of a few days. 1 
was then in Mexico on my office of procurador findico of the town of 
Guacacualco; I poſted off to the laſt mentioned place, in order to at- 
tend at the election of the agents, about which there was a violent con- 
teſt but plurality of voices decided it in favour of Captain Luis Marin 
and myſelf. When we arrived at Mexico we found that two of the 
oydors were dead of pleuriſies, and that the factor Salazar had acquired 
ſo complete an aſcendency over the others, that they did nothing but as 
he adviſed them. It was lucky for Cortes that he was not at Mexico; 


the death of the two oygars would have been certainly laid to his 


charge. 


| The agents now called loudly for a final repartition; but the factor 
had perſuaded the prefident and oydors, not to agree to that which 
would be a diminution of their influence, by taking ſo much patronage 
out of their hands. It was alſo ſettled, that Salazar ſhould go to Europe 
to ſolicit the government of New Spain for the preſident Guzman. He 
actually failed, but being overtaken by a ſtorm was ſhipwrecked on the 
coaſt near Guacacualco, from whence he returned to Mexico. The 
treaſurer Eſtrada died in a ſhort time after his being ſuperſeded, which 
he was more by his own tameneſs than from any right they could prove 

Nn n 2 | from 


While Cortes was in Caſtile, the members of the royat court of 
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From his Majeſty's orders, for they were, that he ſhould govern ſolely ; 
nor was any thing faid of aſſociating Guzman with him; whereas the 
latter uſurped the governmerit to himſelf entirely, from the time he was 
appointed preſident of the court. He was much regretted by all, hav- 
ing conducted himſelf in ſuch a manner as to give univerſal ſatis faction, 
nor would he have wanted ſupport if he had inſiſted on maintainin 8 
his office. LY RT LAT LICE | 
A commiſſion was appointcd at Guatimala, where Jorge de Alva- 

rado was eſtabliſhed, but I do not FR the reſ ult of i it. 


In Mexico why Passe with i great We againſt the! | Marquis 
del Valle. The factor eſpecially took the opportunity to revile and 
flander him in the groſſeſt manner, and fouleſt expreſſions. The Mar- 
quis's friend the licentiate Altamarano remonſtrated with the eourt upon 
theſe indecencies, but to no good effect, for the factor, countenanced 
by Guzman and the reſt, became more abuſive than before. The court 
was thereby thrown into confuſion; for Altamirano was at laſt ſo pro- 
voked as to draw his poniard, and would have put the factor to death 
had it not been for the interference of thoſe preſent. Altimirano was 
carried to the fortreſs, the other was ſent to his houſe, and the whole 
city was in an uproar. The licentiate, upon our ſupplication, was at 
the end of three days releaſed from confinement, and the preſent matter 
was made up; but a greater ſtorm ſucceeded, for at this time there arri- 
ved in Mexico one Zavalos, a relation of the Captain Pamfillo de 
Narvaez, who had been ſent by the wife of the latter in queſt of her 
| huſband, who had gone as governor to the river of Palmas, and was 
ſuppoſed to have been loft or dead. When Zavalos arrived in Mexico, 
inſtigated as is ſuppoſed by the members of the court, he lodged inform- 
ations againſt all the ſoldiers of Cortes who had been' concerned in the 
attack upon Narvaez. Of courſe nearly the whole of us who. were ho 
the city, and myſelf amongſt the reſt, amounting in all to about t 
hundred and fifty, were apprehended, brought to trial, and convicted. 

We 


A 
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We were ſentenced to pay. a-fine of a certain quantity of gold, and to be 
| baniſhed to the diſtance of five leagues from Mexico. However the 


ſentence was but ſlightly enforced, the baniſhment being remitted and 
ou few paying the fine. 


The enemies of the Marquis del Valle now took a new ground of 
n againſt him, which was, that he had embezzled the treaſure of 
Montez uma and Guatimotzin, and that he was anſwerable to the ſol- 
diers, not only for that which he had appropriated to his own uſe, but 
alſo for that which he had ſent to Europe as a preſent to his Majeſty, 
and which had been captured by the corſair Juan Florin. A long ca- 
talogue of other demands followed, every one of which he was con- 
demned upon, and his property fold for the payment. One Juan Xu- 


ares his brother-in-law was alſo at this time brought forward, to demand 


juſtice in open court for the murder of his ſiſter Donna Catalina, offer- 


ing to produce witneſſes of the manner of her death. Many: of us the 


friends of the Marquis, ſeeing the attacks that were made againſt him, 
met by appointment and under the licence of an alcalde, at the houſe of 


one Garcia Holguin, where we entered into a reſolution to renounce all 
claim to the treaſure; but when the oydors heard our buſineſs, they 


ordered us all to be arreſted, as they alleged, for meeting without per- 
miſſion. We produced to them the licence which we had obtained 
for the purpoſe, but they, to keep up appearances, baniſhed. us to the 
diſtance of five leagues from Mexico. We were however allowed to re- 
turn; thou gh we fill thought ourſelves NOR treated enough. 


New matter for confuſion was now brought 3 a proclama- 
tion was iſſued that all perſons of Indian deſcent, or of that of Moors, 


who had been burned or * enſanbenited by the holy inquiſition, as far as 


the fourth degree from their anceſtors who had thus, ſuffered, ſhould. 
quit New Spain within four months from the date thereof, on pain of 
loſing one half of their properties. It was moſt. wonderful to ſee what 


| Hoſts of accuſers and informers ſtarted up at once on this occaſion, and 
what 
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what flanders and infamies were brought forward. At lit! it LINE m 
the nn ion of two individuals. 


The court was generous in fulfilling his Majeſty's 8 | 
regard to the old conquerors, who were all well provided for; the great- 
eſt error it committed was, the exceſſive licenſe given to the branding 
' ſlaves. So many were made in the province of Panuco that it became 
almoſt depopulated. The preſident Guzman, who was of a noble and 
liberal diſpoſition, made a new year's gift of a whole diſtrict named 
Guazpaltepeque, to Albornoz who was newly returned from Spain. 
He brought with him his Majeſty's patent, under which he erected 
ſome ſugar works in Cempoal, which went to ruin after a few years. 
The oydor Delgadillo was cenſured on account of his free gifts, for it 
was noticed that ſome rent was reſerved to himſelf in them, and the 
conſequent extortions and oppreſſions of thoſe he patroniſed were exceſ- 
five. The conduct of Guzman was equally reprehenſible; as to the 
other oydor, Matienzo, he was ſuperannuated. The abufes of this court 
came at length to ſuch an exceſs, that it was thought proper by the 
higher powers in Europe, completely to ſupercede it, and ſubſtitute 
one compoſed of perſons of more diſcretion. Old Matienzo who was 
the leaſt objectionable, was ſent to Panuco to enquire into and remedy 
the abuſes which had been committed there. This officer ordered 
accounts or liſts of the ſlaves to be drawn out, to prevent them 
from being arbitrarily tranſported from one province to another, and he 
revoked the grants which the preſident and the other oydor had made 
to their friends and clients, beſtowing the plantations upon thoſe per- 
ſons who were pointed out by his Majeſty's inſtructions. Every one 
then who had acquired the plantations which they were to deliver up, 
inſiſted that they had been granted as a reward of former merits, the 
proofs of which they endeavoured to adduce, and utterly diſclaimed all 
patronage or protection from the preſident and oydor. The confuſion 

was extreme. However many if not almoſt all ſucceeded in keeping 
97 8 what 


EE... 


what they had got, the only perſons deprived being Albornoz of his 
new my 8 gitt, one Von; and Villegas. | 


As ſoon as the members of the court heard that they \ were to be 


. ſuch as were fit and well prepared far W Kane to vouch 
for the propriety of their oonduct. It was determined to proceed to the 
election of the agents who were to be ſent on this occaſion, and for this 
purpoſe all the veteran conquerors, with many other perſons of conſider- 


ation, met in the great church, where the perſon was to be choſen by 


vote. Guzman and the oydors recommended the factor Salazar, and 


although they had committed ſome improprieties, yet as they had in 


the main acted ſo well by us in the diſtribution of property, we were 


all well inclined to vote for the perſon recommended by them, and 
which they expected us to do. When we had all aſſembled for the 
purpoſe in the great church, there was ſuch a noiſe and outcry ſet up 
by perſons who had no buſineſs there, but had crouded in, that it was 


hardly poſſible to proceed to the election. It was ordered that all who 
had not been ſummoned ſhould quit the place, but it was to no. effect ; 
they would not go, and at laſt the queſtion was obliged: to be put to the 
whole. Since thoſe who had no buſineſs there would neither quit the 
place nor be ſilent, it may be judged what kind of an election it was. 
When we perceived how matters were going, it was agreed amongſt- 


us to adjourn until the following day, at the houſe of the preſident of 


the council, and none were ſummoned but perſons of one way of think- 
ing. Of courſe it was amicably decided. In conſequence of an adjuſt- 
ment, two agents were to be choſen, one, Anthonio. de Carvajal, on 
the part of the oydors, and another, Bernardino. Vaſquez de Tapia, on 
that of Cortes. However it appearcd to me that both were equally de- 
voted to the views of the preſident; and it was natural. enough, for 
the latter had rendered much more ſervice to our. intereſt in 5 ſhort 
time, than Cortes had done during the long period of his power. But 
ſuch is the natural loyalty of the Spaniards, that we were more attached 
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to Cortes, from his having been our captain, than he was to our inter- 
eſts, although he had his Majeſty's orders to attend to them. Of chis 
a proof now occurred, for the preſident and oydors intrigued for an ap- 


plication to be made to his Majeſty, in manner of a | petition, againſt 
the appointment or return of Cortes to New Spain, at any future time. 


The grounds upon which they moved it were, the dangers that would 


occur from public diſturbances and factions, which might end in the 
loſs of the country. This we oppoſed with all our might, and Alva- 
rado, being at this time arrived in Mexico with the office of governor 
and adelantado of Guatimala, and a commandery of St. Jago, 'it was: 
agreed between him and the friends of Cortes, to lay before his Majeſty 
a ſtatement of the whole affair, with the views of the members of the 
council; and it hereby appearing to the ſupreme court of the Indies, 
that all theſe meaſures were guided by paſſion and intereſt, it confirmed 
the original determination to ſupercede Guzman and the oydors. The 
preſence of Cortes in Spain alſo at this period was highly favourable 


to his intereſts, and he now was rapidly proceeding: to the | pra of 
his fortune. | 


When Nuno de Guzman had received certain intelligence from 
Old Spain of his being ſuperceded, he determined to go upon an expe- 
dition to the province of Xaliſco, now called New Gallicia. For this 
purpoſe he collected the greateſt. force that he was able in Mexico, partly 
of volunteers, and partly of ſuch as he compelled to join him by the 
weight of power of which he was not yet deprived. Thoſe who did 
not ſerve perſonally he compelled to find, or pay for ſubſtitutes, and 
thoſe who had horſes were obliged to give them for half their value. 


He brought with him a number of Mexicans as ſoldiers, or to convey 


his baggage, and cruelly oppreſſed the provinces through which he 
paſſed. In Mechoacan he obtained a great quantity of gold, which 


the inhabitants had collected and amaſſed for ages paſt; it was much 


lowered in value by a mixture of filver. The unfortunate chief of the 
province, not being able to gratify his avarice to its full extent, he firſt 
commanded 


( 105 . 


commanded him to be put to the torture by burning his f fort, and After 
wards upon ſome trifling and falſe allegations cauſed him to be hanged, 
which was one of the wickedeſt and cruelleſt actions ever committed 
by an officer, and as ſuch it was conſidered by every Spaniard in his 
army. He brought from this province alſo a number of natives loaded 
with booty, to the city of Compoſtello, which he founded at a heavy 


expence to his Majeſty and the inhabitants of Mexico. Here Guzman 
nn until * n | 25 


! 7 


As I be before Nui , in configs of ths injuſtice prac ifod 
by the former court of audience, his Majeſty was pleaſed to ſuppreſs it 
and cancel all its grants. He alſo appointed a new one, compoſed of 
wiſe and upright members, whereof D. Sebaſtian Ramirez de Villaeſ- 
caſa biſhop of St. Domingo was preſident, and the licentiates Maldo- 
nado de Salamanca, Zainos de Toro, Vaſco de Quiroga de Madrigal 
afterwards biſhop of Mechoacan, and Solomon de Madrid were oydors. 

Theſe officers being arrived, the court opened its fittings, which was 
notified by a proclamation, in conſequence whereof there aſſembled ſuch 
crouds of complainants, from city, towns, and country, of all deſcrip- 
tions, ſettlers, agents, and native chiefs, alledging acts of partiality 
and oppreſſion againſt the former court, and demanding juſtice, that 
the members were quite aſtoniſhed. The demands of the agents of 

Cortes for what had been unjuſtly: alienated from him, if they had 
been all to be now repaid, would have amounted to above two hundred 
thouſand crowns. .. Nuno de Guzman being abſent, the whole blame 
was laid upon him by the other members. of the old court, who alledged 

that they were compelled to act as he thought proper to order them. 

g He was accordin gly ſummoned to appear, which he did not think pro- 
per to do, and in the preſent circumſtances it was judged moſt expedi- 
ent to refer the affair to the ſupreme court in Europe: which being 
done, a civil officer named Torre, a licentiate and native of Badajos, 

was ſent with full power, to the province of Xaliſco, and with orders 
to — Guzman to Mexico and commit him to the common goal. 

OQoo He 
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He had alſo a commiſſion to indemnify us in the ebſts Wwhieh We had 
been fined upon the affair of Narvaez, and thoſe at the time that we 
were arreſted, as I have already related. But I will now take leave for 
the 3 5 the licentiate 8 and return to DO ai f _ 
Pm» ne e | | F Talon 71 
The 8 of Delgadillo a and N Matichno wexe fold to opens ah 
2 of thoſe who had gained their cauſes againſt them, and their 
perſons were impriſoned for the deficiency. A brother of Delgadillo 
who was alcalde major in Guaxaca, was fined and impriſoned for the 
ſame reaſon; he died in jail, as did another who. was alcalde amongſt 
the Zapotecans, and certainly the new | judges were ſo wiſe and ; juſt, 
that they conſidered nothing but what was in compliance with the will 
of God and his Majeſty. They alſo ſhewed a laudable anxiety for the 
converſion of the Indians to our holy faith, and immediately prohibited 
the branding them for ſlaves, and made many other good regulations. 
After four years thus employed, the oydors Solomon and Zaynos peti- 
_ tioned for leave to retire, being both of an advanced age, and very 
wealthy, and his Majeſty in conſideration of their eminent ſervices, 
was pleaſed to grant their requeſt, The preſident alſo, by command of 
his Majeſty, repaired to Europe, to give an account of the affairs of 
this country, He was then biſhop of St. Domingo, but was advanced 
in ſucceſſion through the ſees of Toro, Leon, and Cuenca, with ſuch 
celerity, that the bulls had hardly a day's interval between them. He 
was alſo preſident of the royal chancery of Valladolid, and while in poſ- 
ſeſſion of theſe honours he was ſeized by death, and placed in glory 
among the virtuous, according to the promiſe of our holy faith, for he 
was a true and upright judge. He had been before his promotion to a 
biſhopric, inquiſitor in Seville. The good conduct of the oydor Mal- 
donado was rewarded with the government of the provinces of Guati- 
mala, Honduras, and Viragua, and with the title of adelantado of 
Yucatan, and the oydor Quiroga obtained the biſhopric of Mechoacan. 
Such were the rewards of the ul Jud ges! Delgadillo and Matienzo 


returned 
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returlicd to Caſtille in poverty, where, as 1 _ hoard; nya . in 
me Ar two or three en fk 85 ' | 


At this time | bis - Majeſty was phaſed to pre to che dere 


of N. ew Spain, the moſt illuſtrious and worthy cavalier of praiſe worthy 
memory, D. Anthonio de Mendoza brother to the Marquis of Mon- 


tejar. There alſo came as oydors the doctor Queſada, the licentiate 
Tejada de Logrono, and the licentiate Loayſa native of Cuidad Real; 


he was an old man, and ſtayed three or four years in Mexico; and du- 
ring that time having collected a good ſum of money, he took his leave 


of the country at the expiration of it, and returned to his home, There 
was alſo another licentiate who came out as oydor, who was named 


Santillana; but the licentiate Maldonado had not then vacated his office. 


All were excellent magiſtrates. As ſoon as they had opened the court, 


free enquiry was proclaimed into the conduct of their predeceſſors, which 


was 5 found to be 3 in dvd ref * conformable to TR: | 


The — on his ahead, wing that the licentiee Torre was 
_ out with orders to arreſt Nuno de Guzman, to ſave Guzman from 


that inſult ſent to him to come to Mexico, which he having complied 
with, the Viceroy aſſigned him apartments in his palace, and treated 


him with much politeneſs. Juſt about this time Torre arrived with 
his Majeſty's orders to arreſt Guzman, but with directions to commu- 


nicate them to the Viceroy. It ſeems that the licentiate did not find the 


ſupport to his ſtrong meaſures that he expected, and- this exaſperating 
his natural violence, he in conſequence went to the Viceroy's palace, and 


there furiouſly ſeized, and dragged Guzman to the common jail, ſaying 
ne did it by his Majeſty's order, and that he cared for nothing further. 
Here Guzman remained for ſeveral days, and was at laſt releaſed on the 
interceſſion of the Viceroy. It was well known that Torre had ftrong 9 

aer wann to him to act mene in regard to e 5 
This Write was uch addicted to card layin g. ah 4 he 
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did not game deeply, playing only at triumpho and primero for paſtime. 


His propenſity being however well known, ſome friend of Guzman's 
took advantage of it, to mortify and turn him into ridicule, and the 
method which was taken to do it was as follows. The civilians at 


that time wore gowns with looſe hanging ſleeves, into one of which 


| ſomebody maliciouſly put a pack of cards, and contrived it in ſuch a 


manner, that as Torre was walking acroſs the crouded ſquare of Mexico, 
in company with feveral perſons of quality, a dexterous twitch being 
given, the cards began to drop from his ſleeve, leaving a long trail of 
them after him as he went on. Thoſe who ſaw it laughed and called 
the attention of others to the cards coming out of the licentiate's. ſleeve; 
but when he found out what the joke was, and that he was the ſubject 


i 


of it, being naturally choleric, it enraged him exceedingly, and he 
went off ſaying he ſaw clearly it was their intention to prevent his do- 
ing juſtice, but he would, though he died for it; and that his Majeſty 
ſhould know the indignity that had been offered to his officer. Either 
from vexation, or a calenture natural to the climate, with which he was 
ſeized juſt aſter this, he died in the courſe of a few days, yi 
the affair of Comes, NO for He Was + relpited ior the; preſent.” /; 


1 


N wie now been a 3 time in Caſtle, married to the : 


niece of the Duke of Bejar, advanced to the rank of marquis, captain ge- 


neral of New Spain, and admiral of the South Seas, became anxious to 
return to his eſtates in this country. He now embarked from Old Spain 
with his family and twelve reverend fathers of the order of mercy, and 

after a Proſperous voyage arrived at the port of Vera Cruz, where he 
did not experience the kind of reception he formerly met with. From 
thence he proceeded to Mexico, to preſent his patents to the Viceroy 2 
and enter upon his offices. He alſo at this time made application upon 

a particular point relative to his Majeſty's grant of lands and towns. 
This point, which I do not well underſtand, I muſt leave to better 
judges. The grant ran thus; mentioning the diſtrict, it enumerated 
oe inhabitants, by the word © vecinos * or neighbours, conſidered to 


belon 5 
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delong to it, and who were to be his tributaries. Cortes underſtood 
that the head of the family only was conſidered as the vaſſal'or ** veeino. 
or that one only ſhould be counted for each houſe, but the oydor, Fr 
Quezada who was ſent to allot his diſtrict, inſiſted that every male 
adult, maſter or head of family, ſon; ſervant, or flave, was to be counted 
in the nurnber, and as there were frequently twelve or fifteen of thoſe 


to one houſe, the Marquis was much diſappointed, and ſeveral lawſuits 


enſued; + The matter was reported: to his Majeſty, but continued in 


famed: em years, during which time the Marquis received his 


full rents, without any moleſtation. He retired to a place upon his 


eſtate named ere hare. . dee bis ei 908 
#turning to Meri. nr 
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$554 656 
1 


F 1 


While Marcos de Aguilar b bad the words; z 667 New Spain, the 
Marquis del Valle fitted out four ſhips at Zacatula, They were well 
provided, loaded with: various articles of merchandize, and commanded 
by Alvarado de Saavedra, who with two hundred and fifty ſoldiers took 
his courſe for the Molucca and Spice Iſlands, and China. This was by 
his Majeſty's command, as I can teſtify, the royal letters having been 


ſhown to me and many others. He was further ordered to cauſe ſearch 


to be made during 1 the courſe of his voyage, for a ſquadron which had. 
failed from Caſtille for China, under the command of Don Gareia de 
Loayſa, commander of St. John of Rhodes. At the time that Saave- 
dra was prepazirig for his expedition, a veſſel arrived belonging to this 
fleet, from the pilot and crew of which Saavedra acquired all the infor- 
mation he wanted, and taking one pilot and two ſailors from this veſſel 
with him, he ſet ſail in December, of one thouſand five hundred and 
twenty ſeven or twenty eight, and ſuſtained many misfortunes, hard- 

ſhips, and loſſes, in the way. to the Molucca Iſlands. I do not know the 
particulars, but in three years afterwards I met with a ſailor who had 
been on board this fleet, and who told me many ſtrange and ſurpriſing 

things of the cities and nations he had ſeen, during his voyage. Theſe 
are 48 countries to which they are now ſending expeditions from 
e Mexico. 
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Mexico. L alſo heard that the)Portugnieze bad made: prone Saavedra 
Nee eine people, R brought them to Caſtille. 20 O 2 15 250113 
ob T1000 219 104 god fiat be H,² v bloody Vino 390 16111 10 
ot In the month of May, ore thouſand five hundred and thirty) td, 
the Marquis del Valle ſent two ſhips from the port bf Acapul col d 
make diſcoveries in the South Seas. They weft oommanded by 2 
tain named Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, who; without going! far to 
ſea, or doing any thing worthy. of relating, had” the misförtunt of. 
mutiny among the troops, in eonſequence Whereof/ bne ſhip, of which 
the mutineers took poſſeſſion, as is ſaid, but very impröbably, by the 
approbation of Hurtado himſelf, returned to New Spaiti, to the great 
diſappointment of Cortes. As for Hurtado, ee egen e 
were ever more heard f. ei 


er 1 * 
24.0 


Hie ww to tnf v0 bad life b ooo M oi FH 

Aſter this, Cones ent off two: other 0 of which was 
beiwrsssdes by a gentleman named Diego Beerra de Mendoza; he was 
of the Bezerras of Badajos or Merida the other was commanded by 
ons Hernando de Grijalva. The principal pilot was one Nimenes, a 
Biſcayan, and a great coſmographer. The orders from the Marquis 
were, firſt to go in ſearch of Hurtado, and in caſe of not finding him, 


te go upon a voyage of diſcovery of new iflands, eſpecially thoſe which 
were reported to be rich in pearls. The Biſcayan pilot, before they 
ſailed, was always telling the others how he would bring chem to o 


tries where they ſhould all make their fortunes. Many were weak 
enough to believe him. The firſt night after they left the port of C 
antepeque, a gale of wind roſe and ſeparated the veſſels, which never 
afterwards joined company, Grijalva not chooſing to be under the com- 
mand of Bezerra, who was very haughty. He had alſo another motive, 
in wiſhing to keep the merit of any diſcoveries he ſhould make, to him- 
felf. After failing two hundred leagues, he came to an iſland which 
was uninhabited, and which he named Santo Tome. Bezerro and his 
pilot Ximines had a quarrel upon their voyage, and the former having 
made * very odious by his domineering diſpoſition, the pilot 

formed 


mw - 
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2 


( 471 ) 


formed a plot for the:affaffination'o<:him-and ſeveral more, which he 
put in executi6h one night as the captain and the others were ſleeping. 


The ſanguinary views of the conſpiraiors went much farther, but the 


interceſſion:of two Franciſcan friars ſaved the lives of many who were 
already bleeding : fiom their treachery, but whom, together with the 
friars, they determined to land in Xaliſco. Ximines taking the con- 
mand upon the death of Bezerra, and continuing his route, diſcovered 
an iſland to which he gave the name of Santa Cruz. It was ſaid that 
pearls were found on its coaſts. 


their interceſſiom on ſhore, which he accordingly did, and being in want 
of iivates; he ent to the ſhore at the ſame time in ſearch of it; they 
had been on the iſland but a very ſhort time when the natives came 
down upon them, and put ry ee Sher Sound. to de in, view 


of thoſe on erst the _ boli ad riot bi hi NEO 911 
OH HERA» 4 . ct 275 51111 


This W e Marquis 80 vexation. Mea now 1 not 


St one, but to go in perſon; having three ſhips ready to launch 
in the port of Guantepeque. When the Spaniards of thoſe countries 
ſaw: that he intended to embark: upon a voyage of diſcovery, they 


thought ſucceſs was certain, and numbers prepared to follow him as 
ſoldiers, above one hundred and thirty of whom were married men, 


and brought their wives with them. They were in all above three 


hundred and twenty, the women included. The Marquis left Mexico 
accompanied by Andres de Tapia and ſeveral other officers, fome eccle- 
ſiaſtics, phyſicians, ſurgeons, and an apothecary, and having embarked, 
in the month of May, one thouſand five hundred and thirty fix, or ſeven, 
he ſet ſail for the Iſland of Santa Cruz, with as many coloniſts and 


ſoldiers as the veſſels could contain; and having arrived there after a 
proſperous voyage, he ſent back the ſhips to bring the remainder of his 
people. The ſecond voyage was not fo fortunate. | They met with 
gales of wind, in which they were ſeparated near the river of St. Peter 
and St. Paul, one veſſel only arrivin g at the Iſland of Santa. Cruz, 


where 


It was inhabited by ſavages, and here 
he dætermined to put the friars and thoſe whoſe. lives had been ſpared at 
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where the Marquis anxiouſſy ekpected them, as the! pobyiſons,:of 
which he began to be in great wart; were om ord- Qftthoſe wellels 
whieh did not join him at Santa Cru, one was ſtranded on the conſt 
of Xaliſoo, and the people on board being tired of the hiiſineſs quitted 
her there, moſt of them returning to New Spain. This was ther otic | 
which: contained the proviſions . The other came ti a hay which-they 
n. from the Ry of guayavas, Guayavall n o notyu bfrere: 
4 Gl age 31 l Hand to omar ony's 782 off ate bir ns 
1 Darſog this time the Marquis and thoſe-with him were famiſhing 
bn this uncultivated iſland; Twenty three of the ſoldiers: died from 
abſolute diſtreſs; and the reſt were ſinking every day; and curſing his 
expeditions and diſcoveries. Their ſituation and murmurs compelled 
him at length to ge in ſearch of his ſhips, and he accordingly embark- 
ed with fifty ſoldiers, and judging that they muſt have been driven on 
the coaſt in the ſtorms, he ſearched in that direction, and after ſome 
time found one as before mentioned, ſtranded on the coaſt of Xaliſco, 
and abandoned by the people. The other was met with by hitn amongſt 
ſome rocks. Having got them repaired and afloat, with much trou- 
ble, he brought them to his Iſland of Santa Cruz, and a quantity of 
proviſions being now ſerved out to the famiſhed ſoldiers, _ eat t there: 
A ſuch a manner that the half of them a ar aloabariguod) 
5. conf... 43.3% rides Pas f . 
The Malquis, in wks to avoid duch a ſons of diſtteſs 8, | embarked 
in n pubſuit of new diſcoveries, and during this voyage fell: in with the 
land of California. He was by that time as heartily tired of the buſi- 
neſs as any one, but he could not bear the thoughts of returning after 
ſuch expences and loſſes, without having effected ſomething, leſt his 
misfortunes ſhould be aſcribed to the curſes of the anon of en, 
his ancient eee t e te bio) e el en E bie 
The Mundes del Valle, Is g of the joſ of one af thai 58 
s on the coaſt, grew very apprehenſive, and accordin gly fitted out 
two ſhips, which failed under the command of one Ulloa, in ſearch of 
BY. at 


( 473 ) 


the marquis and his ſquadron, with letters from his 155 and the Vice- 
roy earneſtly ſoliciting his return. Ulloa was fortunate enough to light 
upon him, and the Marquis ſuffered himſelf to be prevailed upon, and 
returned to Mexico by the port of Acapulco, leaving Ulloa in command, 
of the ſquadron, His return rejoiced the Spaniards, who. feared always 


that the native chiefs; not being awed by him, would break out into 


revolt. In a ſhort time after his arrival, the people whom he had left 


in California returned, but I cannot 75 whether 1 in eartſequence of or- 
ders _ the ee ere or not. . | 


"<p the Marg uis, dh oth: for a few oh. be fitted out 
den expedition of two ſhips. under the command of Franciſco de 
Ulloa, already named. by. me, who failed. from the port of Natividad in. 


the month of June, of I forget what year, with orders to examine the 
coaſt of California, and to ſearch for Captain Hurtado who never had 
been heard of. Ulloa employed in this voyage about ſeven months, at 


the expiration of which he returned to Xaliſco, without having effected, 


any thing; and going for a few. days on ſhore to repoſe, a. ſoldier who 


bore a malice againſt, him took an opportunity to way-lay and aſſaſſinate 


him, and thus ended the diſcoyeries of the Marquis del Valle, in which, 


he expended, as I have heard him ee above Wen. aer r 


ſand crowns. 


In OUR to get ſome i from his Maj eſty for this. Joſs, he 


Adio ten Cc def e Mad ae er dich e del 
him there, ſuch as the diſpute. about his vaſſals, and the reſtitution of 
his property which had been ſeized by Nuno de Guzman now priſo- 


ner in Old Spain. I will conclude this account by obſerving, that it 


appears that the Marquis never proſpered from the time of his firſt con- 


| 7 
* 5 „ „ & 


queſt of Ney Spain. and n ee N to! the: gurſes with 
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force)\commanded 17 1 an officer tanned . Franeiſco Vaſquez: Coronado, 
who married the virtueus and faif daughter of the treaſurer: Eſtrada. 
Coronado leſt his government of Xaliſes to an officer named Onate, and 
after he had been for ſome me aths inn the country to which hie was ſent, 
and which was named Celibola or the ſeven cities, a Franciſcan 'friar 
named Marcos de Nica, returned from thence to Mexicb to give an ac-' 
count'sf the country to the Viceroy; He deſcribed it as conſiſting of 
fine plains full of herds of cattle, but which were quite different in 
their appearance from thoſe of Caſtille. The houſes the deſcribed as hav- 
ing two ſtories and ſtairs, and the towns as being populous. He alſo 
repreſented, that as it lay near the Pacific Ocean, a ſupply of neceſſaries 
could be ſent to the Spaniſh' force, conveniently,” in that 'direftion<It- 
5 was for this reaſon chat hree ſhips werte ſent thither under the wöcmd 
of Herhando' de A larco, Trat officer in the Viceroy 'shouſehold.” DEE $42) 
MAH % Gaal £11 N A 1 132627 03: Bag BILL 61118 6) 16 IO" 
8 Tit not Grit mention the Particular ger fi gr rele Lina 
tepared by Don Pedro de Alvarado, i the ear one chouland five hun: 
ed and 5 ſeven, in the port of Ataxatla on the Pacific Ocean. 
This fleet was fitted out by Alvarado in conſequence of permiſſion ob- 


uined from his Majeſty, by whom he was granted certain rents and 


advantages, in ſuch coutrtries as he ſhould diſcover towards the 4 
that i is to ſay China, the PERM, and 1 82 Iſlands, | enn Dr. 


rl Atari being always 'zealous for is Maj jeſty's ſervice, as . 
ed by his conduct in Niere and Peru; "was anxious that this expedi- 
tion Thoul# ce dny otHer' that had ever been fitted out It. confiſted 
of thitteety fili ufnply provided! The port at huhiehf the preparations | 
were ade was above two hundred leagues diſtant from that 6f Vera 
_ Cruz, from which all the iron and moſt other neceſſary articles were 
to be brought by land carriage. The tonſequehcs va, that the incitey; 
expended would have built eighty ſuch ſhips in Seville. Al the wealthy” 
Alvarado brought from Peru, what he got from the mines of Guati- 
Mala, With the rents of his eſtates pops preſents ol his friends" and 

o 44 relations, 


E67 


{Is 3 
| n. were e-infafficiens; although the merchandize- was taken upon 


credit. The expence attending the ſhips was nothing in cotripariſors. to 


that of his army, conſiſting of ſix hundred and fifty ſoldiers with their 


officers, and a number of horſes, of which latter a good one could not 


be procured for leſs than three hundred crowns. Alvarado failed ſome 


time in the year one thouſand five hundred and thirty eight, for the 

harbour of the Purification in the province of Xaliſco, wliere he was to 
take in water, and embark moxe ſoldiers. When the Viceroy heard of 
this great armament, he became anxious to have a ſhare in it, and went 
5 with Alvarado to view. his Bent, ale Which Ys returned 8 aN 


"2 


„Aland wiſhed t to 3 relation of 1180 own 0 Jani: (ee 


1 the 1 uan de Alvazado of Chiribito) as general, and the Viceroy was 
| anxious'that an officer named Villalobos ſhould have the command. 


conjointly with him. Things were in this ſtate when Alvarado was 


obliged to return to his fleet at the port of Natividad ; and being there; 


and juſt ready to ſet ſail, he received a letter from Chriſtoval- de Onate 


who Was left in command at Xaliſco, in the abſence of Franeiſcs Co- 
I ronado, ! requeſting his immediate affiſtance to ſave him and the {ettle- 


ment from the deſtruction. with which they were 'threatened,' by the 


force of the neighbouring Indians of Cochitlan. Alvarado ſet off with 


his: troops to their relief, and found them in a moſt deſperate ſituation 
indeed. The inſurgents rather decreaſed the violence of their attacks 


upon the appearance of Alvarado's force, but ſtill hoſtilities were carried 


on; and one day that Alvarado was purſuing ſome of the enemy among 


the rocks and mountains where they had retreated,” a foldier who was 


on horſe-back at a conſiderable height above him on the ſide of s a maun- 


tain, and whoſe horſe had loſt his footing, came, horſe and all, rolling 
down the precipice, and ſtriking Alvarado, brou ght him down With 


them. By this: accident he was ſo much bruiſed, that in conſequence 


thereof, and of being removed too ſuddenly to the town of the Pacifica- 


tion, he was ſeized with fainting fits, and in the courſe of a few. days 


gave up the ghoſt. God pardon his fins! ſome fay that he made a 
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will, previous to his death, but it never ad. He was buried with 
as much ceremony as could be beſtowed upon his funeral, and his re- 
mains were, as I have heard, af terwards SG to. the: town: of. Piri. 
a by Juan de Alvarado Bis n. e *. itt eien 
1 * 7 4 | 
As ſoon as the. news of Nip ov was ik ade and any; 
a diſcharged themſelves, and returned to their homes with what 
they had received. In Mexico he was greatly regretted. The Viceroy 
ſent, off immediately the licentiate Maldonado, to take proper ſteps to 
prevent any confuſion likely to enſue, and ſhortly after following in 
perſon, collected what remained of the ſoldiers, and marching againſt 
the inſurgents in the rocks, after a tedious expedition ſucceeded in redu- 


cing them. The loſs of Alvarado was ſeverely felt in his family. As 
ſoon as the fatal intelligence arrived in Guatimala, the Biſhop D. Fran- 
ciſco Marroguin of excellent memory, and all the clergy, aſſiſted in 


rendering him the funeral honours. His majordomo alſo, to ſhew his 
ſorrow, cauſed the walls of his houſe to be painted black, which colour 
they remained ever after. Many cavaliers waited upon his lady Donna 
Beatrix de la Cueva and her family, in order to conſole them, for their 
diſtreſs was very great. They told her that ſhe ſhould give thanks to 
God, ſince it was his will to take her huſband, to which ſhe as a good 
chriſtian aſſented, but obſerved, that ſhe: wiſhed to be free, n this 
melancholy world, and all its miafanunes. 


Theſe cronies 1 co 8 the. hiſtorian 8 


butes the unfortunate event which ſhortly. afterwards befell her, to het 


having ſpoken blaſphemouſly, in ſaying that God could do her no 
more injury than ſhe had already ſuffered. She met with her death in 


the following manner. A deluge of water and mud broke from the 
Volcano which is at the diſtance of about half a league from Guatimala, 


and bringing with it great quantities of large ſtones and trees, over- 
whelmed. the houſe of Donna Beatrix, who was at the time praying 


with her women. As to the words which Gomara aſcribes to her, ſhe 
3 Whos never 


% 


TON uttered dien, nor was her death a judgment of God i in any reſ. 

pet. But I muſt obferve' the particularities of the fate of this family. 

Although Alvarado and his four brothers had ſerved his Majeſty ſo 

zealouſly, not any part of his property deſcended to his children. D: 
Pedro de Alvarado died as I have related, by an uncommon accident in 
Cochitlan; his brother George died in the city of Madrid, in the year 
one thouſand five hundred and forty, being then ſoliciting his Majeſty 

for ſome reward; Gomez de Alvarado died in Peru, Gonzalo de Alva = + 
rado in Mexico or Guaxaca, I forget which, and Juan on his voyage 

to the Iſland of Cuba. His eldeſt fon going with his relation Juan de 

Alvarado the younger to wait on his Majeſty, and ſolicit a recompence 

for his father's ſervices, the ſhip wherein they went was loſt, and nei- 

ther they nor it were ever heard of after they ſet fail, Don Diego the : 
younger ſon, ſeeing his fortunes deſperate, returned to Peru, where he 

died in battle, and the lady of Pedro de Alvarado, with the female part 

of his family, one only excepted, were drowned by a torrent from a 

Voleano. Now curious readers reflect on what I have related of the 

fate of this family, and may our Lord Jeſus Chriſt take them into his 

holy glory! amen. The only ſurvivor, Donna Leonora one of his 

daughters who was ſaved from the torrent, has cauſed to be built two 

ſepulchres in the great church of this city of Guatimala, to receive the 

bones of her relations. 


— 


In abvat a Oy: Fe the death of D. Pedro de Alvarado, the Vi- | 1 5 8 F 


ceroy collected the beſt of the thifteen ſhips which compoſed his fleet, = 17 
and ſent them under the command of an officer named Villalobos, to 1 


make diſcoveries to the weſtward, but what the reſult was, I never 1 
heard. As to the expences incurred by Alvarado he never recovered | oe jt 


any part of them, nor his _— after him. 


The Marquis del Valle eig in Spain at the time : of the expe- 
dition againſt Algiers, and attending his Majeſty in it, with his 
eldeſt fon, and alſo as Martin his ſon by Donna Matina; the fleet 1 
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was diſperſed i in a ſtorm, The veſſel on board which the Marquis v was 
being ſtranded, he, his ſons, and the other cavaliers reached the ſhore 
with very great difficulty. His ſervants have related, that before he 
quitted the veſſel, he tied round his arm in a handkerchief a quantity 
of jewels of ineſtimable value, which he wore according to the cuſtom 
of great lords, as we ſay ** para no meneſter,” or becauſe they are not 
_ wanting, but in the confuſion of quitting the veſſel by ſome accident 
they were all loſt. On account of this diſaſter to the fleet. the council 
of war were of opinion to raiſe the ſiege immediately. To this council 
the Marquis was not ſummoned, but he is ſaid to have declared, that 
had he been preſent at it he would have given his vote for the continu- 
ation of the ſiege; and that if it had been his fortune to have had ſuch 


brave ſoldiers as thoſe who firſt accompanied bim to Mexico, he 
would entertain no doubt of ſucceſs, 


The Manguis was now grown as ** he was worn down by fa- 
tigues; he was therefore very anxious to return to New Spain, but a 
treaty of marriage was on foot between his eldeſt dau ghter Donna Maria 
Cortes, for whom he had ſent ta Mexico, and Don Alvaro Pinez Oſo- 
rio ſon and heir to the Marquis of Aſtorga. The lady was to have a 
fortune of a hundred thouſand ducats, and the Marquis had gone as far 
as Seville to meet her on her arrival in Spain, but the match was bro- 
ken off, as it is ſaid, by the fault of Don Alvaro. The Marquis was 
greatly diſpleaſed, and being in a bad ſtate of health before, he declined 
ſo rapidly that he found it neceſſary to retire from Seville to Caſtileja de 
la Cueſta, to attend to his ſoul, and make his laſt teſtament. , Having 
arranged all his affairs for this, and the next world, it was the Lord's 
will to take him from this troubleſome ſtate, on the ſecond day of De- 
cember one thouſand five hundred and forty ſeven. He was buried 
with great pomp in the chapel of the Dukes of Medina Sidonia, but 
his remains were afterwards, according to his will, brought to New 
Spain, and interred in Cuyoacan or Tezcuco, I am uncertain which. 
In regard to his age, 1 will give the beſt account that I am able. In 


the 


ti). 
the year one thouſand five hundred and nineteen, when we went with 
him from Cuba to New 5 he uſed to tell us that he was thirty" 
four years of age; from one thouſand five hundred and nineteen, to one 


thouſand five hundred and forty ſeven, is a period of twenty eight years; 
which miakes him at t the time of * death e bac two en old: 


i 14114 * 11111 ; A 6 pl 
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The Albi childien of” ths Marquis del Valle were, Don Mar- 
Fon the preſent Marquis, Donna Maria before mentioned Who married 
the Count de Luna de Leon. Donna Juana, who married Don Hernan- 
do Enriquez heir to the Marquis of Tariffa, and Donna Catalina de 
Arrellano, who died in Seville. Theſe ladies came with the Marchi- 


oneſs from Mexico; her · brother Fray Anthonio de Zuniga being ſent 


for them. One dau ghter named Donna Leonora, was married in Mex- — 
ieo; to a rich Biſcayan named Juanes de Toloſa, which alliance gave 
great offence to the young Marquis. He alſo left two natural ſons, one 


by Donna Marina, named Don Martin, who Was commander of the or- 
der of St. Jago. The other, Don Luis, who was a commander of the 
ſame order, was the ſon of a lady, by name, De Hermoſilla. He had 
alſo three natural daughters, one by an Indian woman of Cuba, was 
named Donna Pizarro; the others were by a Mexican woman. Theſe 


ladies were all left great fortunes. The Marquis alſo having due time, 


took care of his ſoul, by diſcharging his ſins; endowing an hoſpital 


in Mexico, and a monaſtery of nuns in his own town. of Cuyoacani ' 


The motto and arms which were granted to him were well adapted 


to a valiant warrior. The former being in Latin I will ſay nothing 
about, becauſe I do not underſtand that language. His arms were the 


heads of ſeven kings in a chain, repreſenting Montezuma, Cacamatzin, 
Guatifnotzin, Tulapa, nene and the e of Ferne, and 
. Sora Fr. OY | £ * | D „ fs 1 d ny 
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complexion, and ſerious. countenance, An ae were, if faulty; 


rather. tog ſmall; his eyes mild and grave. 1, His, beard was black, thin, 
and ſcanty; his hair in the ſame manner. His, breaſt and, ſhoulders. 
Were broad, and. his body ver thin. He waz very well limbed. and | 
his legs rather bowed an excellent horſeman, and-dexterous in the uſe 
of arms. He alſo poſſeſſed the heart and mind, which is the princi- 


pal part of the buſineſs. I have heard that when he was a lad in Hiſ- 

aniola, he was very wild about women, andi that he had ſeveral: duels: 
with able ſwordſmen, in which he always camei off with victory. He 
had the ſear of a fword · wound near his under lip, which appeared 
through his beard. if cloſely examined, and which he. received in ſome 
of thoſe affairs... In his appearance, manners, tranſactions, converſa- 
tion, table, and dreſs, every thing bore the appearance of a great lord. 


His cloaths were according to the faſhion of the time; he was not fond 
of fülks. damaſks, or velvets, bux vary thing: are and hays hand- | 


in SIG ls 44 oo 


worhmanſhips ere the image of our Lady the Bleſſed Virgin. with 
her precious ſon,in;her arms, and a Latin motto; and on the reverſe, 
St. John the Baptiſt with another motto. He wore on his finger a ring 
with a very fine diamond, and in his cap, which according to the faſn 
ion of that day was of velvet, he bore a medal, the head and motto of 
which I do not recollect; but OY he ware a OTA 2 . wWith- 


out any ornament. 


His table was RI OR magnificently attended and ſerved, with 
Fane major domos or principal officers, a number of pages, and a great 
quantity of plate both gold and ſilyer. He dined heartily. at mid-day, 
and drank a glaſs of wine mixed with water, of about: half a pint. He 
was not nice in his food, nor expenſive, except on particular occaſions: 
where he ſaw the propriety of it. He was very affable with all his 
captains and ſoldiers, eſpecially thoſe who accompanied him in his firſt 
expedition from Cuba. He was a Latiniſt, and as: IJ have been told, a 


| dpi in en, He was alſo . oba Poet, and a; very good: 


rhetorician, ; 


6 

rhetorician; very devout to our Hoh Virgin, and his advocates St. Peter, 
St. Jago. and St. John the Baptiſt i in particular; and charitable to the 
poor. When he ſwore, he uſed to ſay, by my conſcience!” and when 
he was angry with any of us, his friends, he would ſay, oh] may 
you repent it.“ When he was very angry, the veins in his throat and 
forchead uſed to ſwell, and when in great wrath, he would not utter a 
ſyllable to any one. He was very patient under inſults or injuries ; for 
ſome of the ſoldiers were at times very rude and abuſive with him; but 
he never reſented their conduct, although he had often great reaſon to 
do ſo. - In ſuch caſes he uſed only to fay, be ſilent,” or, go away 
in God's nam; and take care not to repeat this conduct, or I will have 
«© you puniſhed.” He was very determined and headſtrong in all bu- 


fineſs of war, not t attending to any remonſtrances on account of danger; 


an inftance of which he ſhewed in the attack of thoſe fortreſſes called 
the rocks of the Marquis; which he forced us to ſcale, contrary to our 
opinions, and where neither courage, counſel, or wiſdom, could give 
any rational hope of ſucceſs. Another inſtance was given by him of 
his obſtinacy in regard to the expedition againſt De Oli. I repeatedly 
adviſed him to go by the mountains; but he perſiſted in adhering to the 
coaſt, whereas if he had gone in the direction that [ propoſed he would 
have found towns the whole way, of which the following route is a 
proof; Guacacualco, the high road to Chiapa, from that to Guatimala, 
and from thence to Naco. Where we had to erect a fortreſs, Cortes 
was the hardeſt labourer in the trenches ; when we were going into 
battle, he was as forward as any. 


Cortes was very fond of play, both at cards and dice, and while 
playing he was very affable and good humoured. He uſed frequently 
at ſuch times, thoſe cant expreſſions which perſons who game are ac- 
cuſtomed to do. In military ſervice he practiſed the moſt ſtrict atten- 


tion to diſcipline, conſtantly going the rounds in perſon during the 


night, viſiting the quarters of the ſoldiers, and ſeverely reprehend- 
ing thoſe whom he found without their armour and a and 
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complexion, and ſerious countenance, His features were, if faulty; 
rather, too ſmall; his eyes mild and grave. ;, His, beard was black, thin, 
and ſcanty; his hair in the ſame manner. His breaſt and, ſhoulders: 
were broad, and his body very thin. He;was- very. well limbed, and 


his legs rather bowed; an excellent horſeman, and: dexterous in the uſe 
of arms. He alſo poſſeſſed the heart and mind, which is the princi- 


pal part of the buſineſs; | I have heard that when he Was a lad in Hiſ- 

paniola, he was. very wild: about women, andi that he had, ſeveral: duels 
with able ſwordſmen, in which he always came off with victory. He 
had the ſcar, of a ſword-wound near his under lip, which appeared, 
through. his heard. if cloſely examined, and which he received in ſome: 
of thoſe affairs... In his appearance, manners, tranſactions, converſa- 
tion, table, 3 d. dreſs, every thing bore the appearance of. a great lord. 
His cloaths were. according to the faſhion of the time; he was not fond 
of ſilks, damaſks, or velvets, but every thing plain, and very hand- 
ſome; nor did he wear large chains of gold, but a ſmall one of prime 
workmanſhip, bearing the image of our Lady the Bleſſed Virgin: with 
her precious ſon in her arms, and a Latin motto; and on the reverſe, 
St. John the Baptiſt with another motto. He wore on his finger a ring 

with a very fine diamond, and in his cap, which according to the faſh-. 

ion of that day was of velvet, he bore a medal, the head and motto of 
which I do not recollect; but OE he ware a en COR hoo with- 
out any ornament. | #73 hs 1 


His table was always magnificently attended and ſerved, with 
. major domos or principal officers, a number of pages, and a great 
quantity of plate both gold and ſilver. He dined heartily. at mid-day; 
and drank a glaſs of wine mixed with water, of about: half a pint. He 
was not nice in his food, nor expenſive, except on particular occaſions 
where he ſaw the propriety of it. He was very affable with all his 
captains and ſoldiers, eſpecially thoſe who accompanied him in his firſt 
expedition from Cuba. He was a Latiniſt, and as: I have been told, a 
W in n He was alſo — ofa poet, and a, very good! 


rhetorician; ; 


„ 
rhetorician; very devout to our Hoh Virgin, and his advocates St. Peter, 
St. Jago. and St. John the Baptiſt in particular; and charitable to the 
poor. When he ſwore he uſed to ſay, by my conſcience!” and when 
he was angry with any of us, his friends, he would ſay, oh!] may 
you repent-it.” When he was very angry, the veins in his throat and 
forehead uſed to ſwell, and when in great wrath,” he would not utter a 
ſyllable to any one. He was very patient under inſults or injuries ; for 
ſome of the ſoldiers were at times very rude and abuſive with him; but 
he never reſented their conduct, although he had often great reaſon to 
do ſo. - In ſuch caſes he uſed only to ſay, be ſilent,” or, go away 
*© in God's name and take care not to repeat this conduct, or I will have 
822 you puniſhed.“ He was very determined and headſtrong in all bu- 
fineſs of war, not t attending to any remonſtrances on account of danger ; 
an inftance of which he ſhewed in the attack of thoſe fortreſſes called 
the rocks of the Marquis ; which he forced us to ſcale, contrary to our 
opinions, and where neither courage, counſel, or wiſdom, could give 
any rational hope of ſucceſs. Another inſtance was given by him of 
his obſtinacy in regard to the expedition againſt De Oli. I repeatedly 
adviſed him to go by the mountains; but he perſiſted in adhering to the- 
coaſt, whereas if he had gone in the direction that I propoſed he would 
have found towns the whole way, of which the following route is a 
proof; Guacacualco, the high road to Chiapa, from that to Guatimala, 
and from thence to Naco. Where we had to erect a fortreſs, Cortes 


was the hardeſt labourer in the trenches ; when we were going into 
battle, he was as forward as any. 


Cortes was very fond of play, both at cards and dice, and while 
playing he was very affable and good humoured. He uſed frequently 
at ſuch times, thoſe cant expreſſions which perſons who game are ac- 
cuſtomed to do. In military ſervice he practiſed the moſt ſtrict atten- 


tion to diſcipline, conſtantly going the rounds in perſon during the 


night, viſiting the quarters of the ſoldiers, and ſeverely reprehend- 
ing thoſe whom he found without their armour and 8 and 
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not ready to turn aut; repeating to them the proverb, that it is a bad 
*« ſheep which cannot carry its own wool.” On our expedition to Higu- 
eras I perceived that he had acquired a habit which I had never before 
obſerved in him, and it was this; after cating, if he did not get his 
fieſta or ſleep, his ſtomach was affected, and he fell fick. For this 
reaſon, when on the journey, let the rain be ever ſo heavy, or the ſun 
ever ſo hot, he always repoſed for a ſhort time after his repaſt, a carpet 
or cloak being ſpread under a tree, on which he lay down, and having 
ſlept a ſhort time he mounted his horſe and proceeded on his journey. 
When we were engaged in the wars during the conqueſt of New Spain, 
he was very thin and ſlender, but after his return from Higueras he 
grew fat, and acquired a belly. He at this time trimmed his beard 
which had not begun to grow white, in the ſhort faſhion. In his early 
life he was very liberal, but grew cloſe, latterly ; ſome of his ſervants 
complaining that he did not pay them as he ought, and I have alſo to 
_ obſerve that in his latter undertakings he never ſucceeded. Perhaps ſuch 
was the will of heaven, his reward being reſerved for another place; 
for he was a good cavalier, and very devout to the Holy Virgin, and 
alſo to St. Paul and other Holy Saints. God pardon him his fins; and 
me mine; and give me a good end which is better than all conqueſts 
and victories over Indians, 


1 


CHAPTER X. 


= - 
. - 
7 
1 


Enumeration and account of the valiant companions who paſ- 


fed over to, the conqueſt of New Spain with the moſt adventu- 
rous and magnanimous Don Hernando Cortes Marquis of 


the Valley. Advantages reſulting from the conqueſi—Tranſ- 
_ aftions at court. Concluding 9 ſervations of the author. 


Is the liſt of the conquerors of Mexico the firſt is the Marquis Don 
H. Cortes; with him came the following officers and ſoldiers. Don 
P. de Alvarado, commander of St. Jago, adelantado and governor of 
Guatimala, Honduras, and Chiapa; he was about thirty four years 
of age when he came to this country, of a handſome perſon, very chear- 
ful countenance, and mild look; for which reaſon he was called by the 
Mexicans, ** Tonatio,” which ſignifies the ſun; he was very active, and 
a good horſeman; of a generous dif] poſition, and courteous manners, 
very ſplendid in his dreſs, wearing a gold chain with a medal round 
his neck, and a diamond ring on his finger. — 


F. de Montejo was of the middle ſtature, of a chearful counte- 
nance, and gay diſpoſition; at the time of his arrival here he was about 
thirty five years of age; he was fitter for buſineſs than war, and of a 
liberal turn, expending more than he received; he arrived to the dignity 
of adelantado and governor of Yucatan, and died in Caſtille. 


es G. de Sandoval was at the time of his arrival bo cha 
twenty two years of age; he was joint governor of New Spain for about 
cleven months ; in this officer courage and judgment were combined ; 
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he was robuſt in body, his legs rather bowed, and his countenance 
maſculine; his hair and beard were curled, and of a light brown; his 
voice was rough, and ſomewhat terrible, and he ſtammered a little ; he 
was a plain man, and one who did not know much of letters, not 
avaritious of gold, but attentive to his buſineſs like a good officer, ſee- 
ing that his ſoldiers did their duty well, and taking good care of them. 
He was not fond of rich dreſſes, but went plain and like a ſoldier. He 
had the beſt horſe that ever was ſeen; he was a cheſtnut, with a ſtar 
in his forehead, and his near foot white; his name was Motilla; he 
became a proverb, ſo that when any horſe was extraordinarily good, we 
uſed to ſay he was as good as Motilla. Sandoval was an officer fit for 


any ſtation; he was a native of Medellin, and an hidalgo; his father 
was an Wen 80 a caſtle. 55 


Don C. de Ou was a Hector in ks but his 3 was 
not equal to his valour, and he required to be kept under command. 
The captains De Alvarado, De Sandoval, and De Oli, , were in 
high eſtimation with his Majeſty, who was pleaſed to fay that he had 
three in New Spain who might be compared with the greateſt the world 
had produced. Cortes alſo uſed to talk highly of his officers and ſol- 
diers, but what Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo thinks upon the ſubject is this; 
that if what Cortes afterwards ſaid in their favour, he had written at 
firſt to his Majeſty, he would have done right; but at that time he 
made no mention of our valiant actions, nor even our names; but only 

faid, this I did; this I ordered to be done; whereas I think the leaſt 
he ſhould have done was to make mention of us, I will now return to 
my enumeration of nn and ſoldiers. | 


F. V. de Leon, native of Old Caftille, was about twenty "IAA 
years of age, well proportioned, and robuſt; his beard was red and 
curled, his voice rough and fierce, and he ſtammered a little; he was 
a cavalier of good manners, and generous, ſharing what he had with 
his companions; he killed a perſon of conſequence in the Iſland of Hiſ- 

. paniola, 
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paniola, for which he was obliged to conceal himielf, and the officers 
of juſtice never were able to apprehend him, he made ſuch reſiſtance 


He was moſt valiant both on horſeback and on foot; he died at the 
bridge. 


| D. de Ordas, from the neighbourhood of Campos, was about | 4 
forty years of age; he was captain of the ſoldiers armed with ſword 550 
and buckler, not being a horſeman; he was very valiant, and wiſe, 
ſtrong, and of good ſtature, of a maſculine countenance, and black 


thin beard. In ſpeaking there were certain words which he could not 1 
pronounce; he was generous, and of good manners. He was com- . 
mander of St. Jago, and governor of Maranion, where he died. wi 


Captain L. Marin was valiant, and ſtout built ; bow legged, with | a 


a red beard, and a full and chearful countenance, ſlightly marked with i 
the ſmall pox. He was about thirty years of age, and a native of St, 14 
Lucar, liſping a little, like the Sevillians. He was a good horſeman, |) 
and of mild manners ; he died in Mechoacan. | | "i 

Captain P. de Ireio was of middle ſtature, chearful countenance;, i” 1 | 
and duck legged; a great boaſter of his exploits, but by what we could | # 
perceive in him good for very little; he was always repeating certain 1 
ſtories of the Count de Urena, and Don Pedro Giron; we uſed to call \ 
him Agrages without deeds ;- he was for a time captain unden Sandoval. x 
during the fiege, and died in Mexico. ; | 


A. de Avila was of a good 1 and countenance, clear and ſen- 
ſible in his converſation, very valiant, and about thirty three years of 
age. He was free with his companions, but proud, fond of command- 
ing, and impatient of controll, with a conſiderable ſhare of envy, and 
turbulence, inſomuch that Cortes could not bear to have him near him; b 
he therefore took care that he ſhould be employed in ſuch affairs as | 
would. draw him to a diſtance; he was uncle to the cavaliers the ſons of i 
Benavides, . 1 
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| Benavides, who were beheaded in Im ; AE. in tat: city or itt 
| Yucatan, * lt 


1 FA 'Monjarez was of middling ſtature, and a good countenance ; 
he acted as captain during the fiege, but was always an invalid; he 
was aged” about ad nd and died a natural death. 


e 45 was a native of Medina Del Campo, and: a ont va- 
lant ſoldier ; as was about twenty ſix years of age, « of the middle ſta- 
ture, with a maſculine but pleaſing countenance; his hair and beard a 
little curled, and a clear voice; this ſoldier's bravery was ſuch that we 
all held him in the hi gheſt honour; he ſaved the life of Cortes at Suchi- 
millico, when the enemy had ſeized and were carrying him off to ſa- 
crifice; and a ſecond time upon the cauſeway of Mexico when he was 
in a ſtill more deſperate. ſituation, being wounded and in the hands of 
a number of the Indians, the brave De Olea, though mortally wound- 
ed, with his ſword killed and beat off every one of theſe who were up- 
on Cortes, thus ſaving his general's life, and loſing his own at the 
ſame time. When the perſon of this valiant ſoldier recurs to my mind, 

and the manner he uſed to fight at our ſides, the tears flow from my 


eyes, for he was my towns-man, and we were related to the ſame 
families. 


8. Dominguez, and 3 were Colds of high renown, and 
might be put in compariſon with Olea; the firſt died by the fall of his 
horſe, the ſecond at the battle of Otumba. 


A. de Tapia was aged about twenty four years, of a pale com- 
plexion and grave countenance; he was a valiant captain, and died in 
Mexico, a natural death. 


J. de 3 was a captain; he died at Villa Rica. F. de 
Lugo, a brave. officer, acted as captain occaſionally; he was the natu- 


daughter of the Lord of Tezcuco, named Donna Anna. Another Cu- 


ral ſon of a wealthy gentleman at Medina del Campo; he died a natu- 

ral death. Gregorio de Monjaraz; a good ſoldier; loft his hearing 

during the ſiege, and died a natural death. Four brothers of Don P. de 

Alvarado. J. Xaramillo was an officer of merit; he died a natural 

death. Chriſtoval Flores, a worthy ſoldier. Chriſtoval de Gamboa, 

equerry to Cortes, One Calcedo, a wealthy man. Franciſco de Bonal, 

a good ſoldier. Maldonado, ſurnamed the broad,” a good ſoldier. Fran- 

ciſco Alvarez Chico, a man of buſineſs. Franciſco de Torrazas, ma- 

jor domo to Cortes, a perſon of merit. Chriſtoval del Corral, our 

enſign; an officer of merit. Anthonio de Villaroel, ſome time enſign. 

Alonzo de Grado; one fitter for buſineſs than war ; by his importunities 

he induced Cortes to give him the daughter of Montezuma in marriage. 

Franciſco Flores, a very noble perſon. De Solis. There were four of 

this name; one was ſurnamed, caſquete, or © rattle-ſkull;” another 

called himſelf **De la Huerta; but we called him “ ſilk coat,” be- 
cauſe he prided himſelf on his dreſs. Another was named De atras. 7 
la Puerta, becauſe he always ſat behind the door of his houſe, obſerv- 

ing the paſſengers in the ſtreet. Bernardino Vaſquez de Tapia; a perſon 

of wealth and conſequence. Juan Lopez de Ximena, alcalde major of 

Vera Cruz. Juan de Cuellar, a good horfeman, married the handſome 


ellar related to F. Verdugo, Santos Hernandez, whom we uſed to call 1 ' 
the good old ranger.” Pedro Moreno Medrano, alcalde- in Vera J 
Cruz, a good ſoldier, and an upright judge. Roman Lopez, a perſon. 
of eminence. Juan de Limpias Caravajal, grew deaf during the fiege, | 

where he was captain of a veſſel. Melchor de Galvez. hs hare: { 
faid to have been related to the Count of Ribadeo Rs + a good 

ſoldier. Rodrigo de Caſtaneda, a good ſoldier. Jaan de-N: 

good foldier. Ojeda, who loſt an eye during the ſiege. — Her- 
nandez Puertocarrero, couſin to the Count of Medellin. Hernando # 
Burgueno, a good ſoldier. Tirado de la Puebla, a man of buſineſs. i} 
Hernandes de Alanis, a very brave ſoldier. Navarrete. Juan Flamenco. | 
Franciſco del Barco, promoted to be a captain. Juan Perez, who killed 
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his wife, the dangle of La Baguera. | Nejara, the hump backed, - 

a moſt valiant ſoldier, Madrid, the hump backed; a very valiant ſol- 
dier. Juan de Inhieſta. De Alamilla, a good croſsbow-man. Moron; 
a fine muſician. De Varela; a good ſoldier. De Villafuerte; a perſon 
of conſequence, married to a relation of the firſt wife of Cortes. Gu- 
tierrez, Pacheco; a perſon of diſtinction. Hernando de Lerma, or 
de Lema; a captain. Suarez the elder, who killed his wife with a 
blow of a hand-mill. Laſios, who had a ſuit about his diſtrict; Garci 
Caro. One Ximenes. Amaya. Two Carmenos, brothers. One 
Vargas. Polanco. Juan de Aragon. St. Eſtevan. Bernardino de 
Coria. Rodorigo Rangel. Almodova, his ſon, and nephew. A 
reverend father of the order of mercy, named Fra Bartholome de Olme- 


do; a great theologian, a fine ſinger, and a virtuous man. Two ne- 
phews of Alonzo Hernandez de Palo. Chriſtoval Diaz; a good croſs- 


bow-man. Juan Siciliano. Diego de Coria, Juan Sedeno. Sara- 
goſſa, father to the ſcrivener in Mexico. Diego Martin de Agamante, 


a good ſoldier. Diego Hernandez, loſt his fight; he was an aſſiſtant 
ſhipwright. Alvaro Lopez. One Yanez who went to Higueras ; du- 
ring his abſence his wife took another huſband with whom he left her. 
Martin de Alpedrino, Juan Alvarez Rubazo, Gonzalez Sanchez, brave 
men, all Portugueze. One Avila. One Eſpinoſa, ſurnamed : De la 
buena benedicion,” from his often uſing the word. Peron de Toledo. 
One San Juan. Aparicio Martin. Izguierdoz a good ſoldier. Mor- 
rales, an old man, lame of a leg, alcalde in ordinary at Villa Rica, and 
a ſtrict doer of juſtice. Arevalo, Juan Leon, Madrigal; inhabitants 
of Villa Rica; never were on ſervice. Navarro. - Manzanilla, an In- 


dian of the iſlands. Benito Vejel, a drummer who had ſerved in Italy. 
Alonzo Romero. Pedro Lopez ; a good ſoldier. Juan Garcia, Her- 
nan Martin, and another; ſmiths. Alvaro Gallego. Pedro de Tapia. 


Lorenzo Ginoves, Ochoa; a rich and eminent perſon. Martin Vaſ- 


quez, a man of eminence. Sebaſtian Rodriguez, a croſsbow-man and 
Trumpeter, Penaloſa. Juan Perez Artiaga, ſurnamed * Malintzin;“ 

a rich man, Pedro Gonzalez Sabiote, a good ſoldier, Aguilar whom 
| : we 
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we found at the point of Cotoche; a good ſoldier. Pedro Valeneiano. 
One Tariffa. Another of that name called by us the meritorious,” 


becauſe he was always bragging of what he had done, and that he had 


not been properly rewarded ; a prating fellow. Pedro Sanchez Farfan; 


a brave ſoldier; he acted as captain. Eſcobar the bachelor, apothecary, 


ſurgeon, and phyſician; he went mad. Juan de Caceres the rich. a 
Gonzalo Hurones. Ramirez the elder. Aſtorga. Toſtado. Pedro 


Valencia. Fray Juan de las Varillas, of the order of mercy; a good 
theologian, and a virtuous man. Thoſe enumerated above all died 
naturally. Franciſco de Saucedo, called the gallant.“ Franciſco de 
Morla, a very brave ſoldier. De Lares, a good ſoldier and horſeman. 
— of that name. De Solis, an old man. Benitez, a brave 


Juan Ruano, a good ſoldier. Two nephews of Gonzales de 
Naß ajara. Gonzalo Dominguez, very brave and an excellent horſeman. 
One De Mora, a good ſoldier. Juan Alvarez Chico. A good ſoldier 
who had loſt one hand in Caſtille by the courſe of juſtice. One To- 
billo, lame, as he ſaid by a wound received while ſerving under the 
great captain. Gonzalo Lopez de Ximena. One Pilar, a good linguiſt. 
Alonzo Luis, a good ſoldier ; being very tall he was called the infant.” 


Alonzo de Monroy, a good ſoldier, ſon of a commander of St. Stephen ; 


he went under the name of Salamanca. Juan Rico de Alanis, a good' 


ſoldier. Martin de Vendabal. Pedro Gallego. . Three ſoldiers of the 
name of Truxillo, brave men. De Valladolid. De Angulo. Fran- 
ciſco Gutierrez. Santa Clara. One Ximenes. Two brothers of the 
name of Florin, One Vargas. One De Cieza, remarkable for pitch- 
ing a bar. Bartholome Pardo. Arbolanche, a very brave ſoldier. A 
nephew of one Almodovar. Two brothers by name Martinez; brave 
men. Sancho de Avila who is faid to have brought ſix thouſand crowns 
in gold to Caſtille from St. Domingo, having had the luck to fall on 
ſome very rich mines there; he loſt the whole at play and then joined 
us. Alonzo Hernandez de Palo, Alonzo de la Meſta, and Rabanal 
Montanez, good ſoldiers. Retamales: Gines Nartes, a brave ſoldier. 
Luis Alonzo, an excellent ſwordſman. Alonzo Catalan, a good ſoldier. 
Rrr | Canillas, 
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Canillas, a drummer, and a good ſoldier, having ſerved in Italy. Her- 
nandez, ſecretary to Cortes. Juan Diaz, belonged to the general's houſe- 
hold. Balnor. Cardenas, who faid he was ſon to a commander. 
Arguello, a good ſoldier. Vaſquez, a brave ſoldier. Arroyuelo. Pizarro; 
a relation of Cortes, acted as captain; his name was not then remarkable, 
nor had Peru been heard of. Magellanes, a brave ſoldier, a Portugueze, 
as was another, a goldſmith. One Avila. Two of the name of Eſpi- 
noſa. One of the name of San Juan, called the lofty,” from his 
preſumptuouſneſs. Caceres, a good ſoldier. Eſcanola the younger. 
Alonzo de Talavera, a good ſoldier. An Indian of the iſlands named 
Manzanilli. Galleguillo, a very little man. A ſmith whoſe name I 
forget. Paredes, Gonzalo Mexia Rapapello, who ſaid he was de- 
ſcended from the corſair of that name in the reign of King John. Lu- 
cas Ginoves. Cervantes, a buffoon. Plazuela. Alonzo Perez Maite, 
a brave foldier, married to a handſome Indian of the iſlands. Alonzo 
de Eſcobar, a perſon of conſideration, formerly page to Velaſquez. 
Ponce. Mendez. An old croſsbow-man a great card player whoſe 


name I forget. The page Orteguilla and his father. Gaona. Luis 


Farfan. Morillas. One of the Toſtados. Porras, a fine ſinger, with 
a very fair complexion. ' Ortiz; he played on the fiddle and taught 


dancing. Serrano, a good ſoldier. Quintero. Andres de Mola. 


Alberza, a good ſoldier. Moſt of theſe loft their lives at the brid ige, were 
facrificed, or fell 1 in battle. . 


Simon de 88 was killed at Xicalonga, with ten more ſoldiers. 
Franciſco de Medina died in the hands of the Indians with fifteen more. 
One De la Serna, who diſcovered ſilver mines, I do not know what is 
become of him. Martin Lopez, the ſhip carpenter who rendered fuch 
eminent ſervices; he is now living in Mexico. One Granado is now 
living in Mexico. Villa Lobos returned rich to Caſtile. Juan del Rio 
returned to Caſtille. Juan Gomez returned rich to Caſtille. Herman 
Lopez de Avila, a truſtee of the effects of the dead, returned very rich 
w Caſtille. Pedro Eſcudiro, Juan Cermeno, and his brother, all good 

ſoldiers. 
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ſoldiers. Gonzalo de "MAN a pilot. Franciſco de Orozco; had bow 
a a ſoldier in Italy, and acted as captain during the ſiege of Mexico; I 
know nothing more of him. Meſa had been a canonier in Italy; was 
drowned in crofling a river, after the conqueſt. Luis Velaſquez, and 
Martin Valenciano, died in the expedition to Higueras. . Alonzo de 
Barrientos, Juan del Puerto a good ſoldier, died of diſeaſe. Pedro de 
Guzman, a brave ſoldier; it is {aid that on his journey to Peru, he and 
his whole family, ſervants and horſes, were frozen to death. Carde- 
nas; this was he who talked of the two- kings; he was very trouble- 
ſome to Cortes. The Emperor made him a grant of lands worth a 
thouſand crowns a year, with which he returned to Mexico, but ſhortly 
after, died. Los Villanuevas; two brothers; Portugueze ; I do not 
know what became of them. Villocinda, a brave ſoldier, put on the 
Franciſcan habit. Alonzo de Herrera, a good ſoldier, he fought with 
Captain Figuero, and to avoid the vengeance of the treaſurer, fled to the 
Indians of Maronon, by whom he was killed. Figuero was drowned 
going to Caſtille. Maldonado de Medellin, I do not know what be- 


came of him ; 


ns Lencero, a good ſoldier, had an inn on the road to Vera Cruz, 
turned friar. Sindos de Portillo, poſſeſſed large eſtates, which he ſold, 
giving the money to the poor, and taking orders, led a holy lite. 
Quintero a good ſoldier, attained great wealth, which he renounced for 
God's fake, and taking the Franciſcan habit, led a holy life. Alonzo 
de Aguilar owned the inn between Vera Cruz and La Puebla; a rich 
man; he ſold all his property for the ſervice of God, and putting on the 
Dominican habit, led a holy life. Burguillos, a rich man, renounced 
his property, and entered the order of St. Francis, which he afterwards 
quitted. Eſcalante, a good ſoldier, of a gay diſpoſition ; he put on the 
Franciſcan habit, but afterwards quitted the monaſtery, and entered 
again into the military ſervice; but, in the courſe of a month, reſumed 
his friar's habit, and led a holy life. Gaſpar Diaz, a wealthy man, 
unn all for God's ſake, and retired to the pine woods of Guaxo- 
Rrr 2 cingo, 
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.cingo, where, in the moſt retired part, he made a hermitage for him- 
| | | ſelf; in this courſe of life he reduced his body to a very weak ſtate, by 
. e faſting and penance, and the fame of his auſterities reaching the Biſhop 
| | 5 ; Juan de Zumarraga, he entreated him not to carry them to ſuch an ex- 
treme. Several other perſons alſo joined him, being induced by his 
example to lead holy lives; at the end of about four years, it was God's 
will to take them all from this world, to his heavenly glory. Lerma; 
a very valiant ſoldier; it was he who rendered ſuch eſſential ſervice to 
Cortes, in once ſaving his life; Lerma was afterwards obliged to fly, 
and ſeek refuge among the Indians from this very Cortes whom he had 
preſerved, and who was exaſperated againſt him, for reaſons which, 
from regard to his honour, I will not mention; we never knew what 
became of him, but our ſuſpicions were very bad. Pinedo, a good 
ſoldier, had been educated in the houſe of Velaſquez; on the arrival of 
Narvaez, quitting Mexico to join him, he was way. laid and killed on 
the road by Indians; Cortes was ſuſpected of having a hand in his 


One Lopez, returned to Hiſpaniolaa Alaminos and his ſon, Ca- 
macho de Triano, Alvarez de Huelva, Sopuerto del Condado, Cardi- 
nas, Umbria, Galdin, and ſeveral others, all pilots; Sopuerto, only; | 
remained in Mexico; the reſt being in dread of Cortes, . becauſe they 
had offered their ſervices to Garray. Enreque, drowned himſelf, from 
deſpair and fatigue on a march. Zemudio, a very brave ſoldier, re- 
turned to Old Spain, on account of having wounded ſeveral perſons in 
frays; he was there given the command of a company; he died in 
Locaſtil with many other Spaniſh cavaliers. Tariffa, the third of that 
name, called by us of the white hands, becauſe he was not fit either for 
war or labour; or any thing elſe except to prate about what had hap- 
pened to him in Seville; he and his horſe were drowned on the march 
to Higueras. Eſcobar, a brave man but very turbulent; he was hang- 
ed for ſedition and for violating a married woman. St. Jago, returned 
rich to Caſtille. Alonzo de Eſcobar, a in of eſtimation, formerly 
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page to Velaſquez. Saldanha and two more whoſe names I forget 
were killed in Tabaſco. De Rojas, went to Peru. - Guillen de la Loa, 
Andrez Nunez, Maiſſe Pedro el de la Harpa, and three more; the firſt 
died by a cannon ſhot, the others by the enemy, or courſe of nature. 
Alonzo Rodriguez, left good mines in Cuba; was killed at the rocks, 
together with Gaſpar Sanchez, a brave man, nephew to the treaſurer 
of Cuba, and ſix of the ſoldiers of Narvaez. | Pedro de Palma, firſt 
huſband of Elvira Lopez *the tall,” was hanged together with a ſol- 
dier named Trebejo, and a prieſt, for ſedition, by Avila or Las Caſas, 
after the death of De Oli, under whom they ſerved; I was ſhewn the 
tree whereon they were executed, when returning from Higueras with 
Captain Marin. Many ſea- faring men alſo came with us, and beha- 
ved very bravely in the wars, but not recollecting their names I do not 
put them down; I ſhould run indeed into too great prolixity if I were 
enumerate and deſcribe all the valiant ſoldiers who paſſed over with Cor- 
tes; ; but they" were weve any to be recorded i in letters of oe” 

Laſt of all put Pe myſa, 1 0 been in this country ante- 
- Wile to the coming of Cortes twice, and the third time with him, as 
TI have related; and I give thanks and praiſe to our Lord God, and his 
Holy Mother the Virgin Mary, who preſerved me from being ſacrificed 
like the moſt of my companions, that I might now relate and make 


minifeſt our heroic actions, and enumerate by name our valiant captains 


and ſoldiers, N who conquered this new world, thereby to prevent all 
the e nun oa being unjuſtly ne to one ow 8 


Of thoſe who came with Narvaez, although ſeveral were very va⸗ 
ant men, I will ſay nothing, becauſe my intention in writing this 


hiſtory, was but to record the heroic actions of the ſoldiers of Cortes. 
I will therefore n deſcribe Narvaez himſelf. 


Narvaez was about forty two years of age, of tall ſtature and large 
limbs, a full face, and red beard, and agreeable preſence; very ſonorous 
5 and 
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and lofty -in \ his ſpeech, as if the ſound came out of. a vault; a good 
| horſeman, and ſaid to be valiant. He was, a native of Valladolid, or 
Tudela de Duero, and married to a lady named Maria de Valenzuela. 
He had a conſiderable property in the Iſland of Cuba, where he was a 
captain. One of his eyes was beaten out in the attack which we made 
upon him. This gentleman was ſaid to be very cloſe in his diſpoſition. 
He went to Caſtille to lay his complaints againſt us before his Majeſty, 
and obtained a royal grant of a government in . Florida, where he was 
loſt and all his property. Thoſe who read the particulars of ſo many 
gallant officers and ſoldiers, ſuch as I have now: deſcribed them, fre- 
quently aſk me how it happened that I ſhould remember them per- 
fectly, after the lapſe of ſo many years. Te which I reply, that it is 
natural enough that I ſhould recollect the names of five hundred and 
fifty companions who were always together, in expeditions, in watches, 
in battles, and in ſkirmiſhes, and converſing with each other how ſuch + 
a one had been killed at ſuch a place, and how others were carried. off 
to be ſacrificed. For this was the manner in which we communicated 
with each other, eſpecially after we had come out of a bloody and 
doubtful battle, And there have been generals who knew the ſoldiers 
- of their armies; perſonally, even when there were as many as thirty | 
h thouſand men; ſo ſays hiſtory of Mithridates king of Pontus, and 
another king of the Epirots, and of Alexander, and Hannibal of Car- 
thage, and in our times of the valiant Gonzalo de.. Cordova called the 
great captain, and many others. I ſay farther, that I have their figures 
ſo perfectly pourtrayed in my imagination, that I could draw them as 
it were to the life, each of them in the manner he entered into battle, 
like the great Apelles, and theſe famous modern painters Michael An- 
gelo, or the far celebrated Burgales, who is faid to be another Apelles. 
Glory be to God, and the Holy. Virgin, who e me from ng 
facrificed to idols, to make thoſe things. known!.;, 


Having enumerated the ſoldiers who paſſed = Cortes, and rela- 


ted in what manner they died, I have now. to obſerve, that we were for 
the 
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the moſt part hidalgos, although ſome were not of ſuch clear lineage 
as others, for all cannot be alike in this world, either in rank or in 
virtues, ' But whatever may have been the dignity of our birth, we 
made ourſelves much more illuſtrious by our heroic actions in the con- 
queſt of this country, at our own proper coſt, and without any ſupport 
fave that of our Lord jeſus Chriſt who is the true aid and fuccour. If 
we look into the antient hiſtory of our own country, we ſhall then ſee 


that many cavaliers aroſe to dignity and honours, by valiant and faith- 


ful ſervices to their king; and I have obſerved that thoſe who thus 


obtained theſe titles and dignities, did not go into the field without 


receiving pay and ſalaries for their ſervice; and yet they were rewarded 
with houſes and caſtles, and lands, and privileges, to them and their 
deſcendents in perpetuity. Alſo when his Majeſty Don jayme won 


parts of his kingdom from the Moors, he made grants thereof to thoſe 


cavaliers who had aſſiſted him in the conqueſt, from which period they 


derive their honours and blazons. Thoſe alſo who ſerved under the 
great captain and the Prince of Orange were rewarded in like manner, 


and we, even without his Majeſty's knowledge, by our valour gained 


him this great country. I have here recalled this to recollection, that 
the world may conſider and ſee our manifold, and good, and notable, 


and loyal ſervices, to God and the King, and all Chriſtendom, and 
let them be put in a ballance and weighed, and let it be decided if we 
are not as worthy of rewards and remunerations, as thoſe cavaliers 


whom I have mentioned above. And as amongſt thoſe whom I have 
enumerated there were many valiant companions, I was held in no 


inconſiderable degree of eſtimation in my day as a ſoldier. 


Now curious reader reflect on my life, and in how many battles 


and dangers I have been, ſince I firſt came to this country, and how I 


was twice in the hands of the enemy who were carrying me off to ſacri- 


fice, and God gave me force to eſcape out of their clutches; beſides the 
diſtreſſes by hunger, thirſt, and fatigue, which occur to all who under- 
take diſcoveries in unknown countries. 
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It is now proper that I ſhould relate the ava effects of our exer- 
tions for the ſervice of God and his Majeſty, by our illuſtrious conqueſts, 
in which moſt of our companions loft their lives, being ſacrificed. to the 


— 


idols, Huitzilopochtli and Tezeatepuca. In the firſt place, we purged 


the land of its wickedneſs and evil cuſtoms, as for inſtance that of hu- 
man ſacrifice. By the accounts taken by certain reverend Franciſcan 
fathers, the firſt who came here after Fray Bartholome de Olmedo, it 
appears, that in the city of Mexico, and ſome adjacent towns in the lake, 
they ſacrificed every year above two thouſand five hundred human beings, 
young and old. Of courſe in the whole extent of the country the num- 
ber thus put to death annually, muſt have been much greater. Their 


various horrid practices of this nature exceed the powers of my pen to 


deſcribe. Their curſed adoratories were ſo many that I beſtow on all of 
them a hearty malediction; it ſeems to me that they reſembled what 
we have in Caſtille, for as we ſee there in every city, holy churches, 
and hermitages, and chapels, ſo they had in this country their houſes 
of idols, devils, and diabolical figures. Beſides theſe, each native, 
male or female, had two altars, one by the place where he or ſhe ſlept, 

the other at the door of the houſe, with cheſts containing idols large 
and ſmall, ſtones, and ſtone knives, - with books made of the bark of. 


trees, in which were noted down their records of paſt. times. They 


were much addicted to abominable practices, eſpecially upon the coaſt, 
and in the ſultry provinces, where boys wore female attire. They eat 
human fleſh, as we do beef which we buy in the market, and in every 


town they had wooden cages, wherein they kept and fattened thoſe 
men, women, and children, who were deſtined for that purpoſe, as 


was the caſe with all thoſe whom they took in their wars. Inceſt was 
common amongſt them ; and they were drunkards in an extreme. In 
the province of Panuco in particular, they took the wine into their 
bodies in the manner a medicine is adminiſtered, by means of a hollow 
cane; an unheard-of beaſtlineſs! They had as many wives as they 
pleaſed, and all theſe, and other abominations, it was the will of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt that we ſhould be the inſtruments to ſweep from the 
land, 


e ( 497. 1) 
es ſubſtituting i in 9 places, a good policy and the holy. doctrine. 
It is true that after the lapſe of two years, when the country was ſub- 
Jugated and civilized, certain worthy fathers. Eranciſcans, of good, ex- 
ample and doctrine came here, and were followed i in three or four j ears 
by fathers of the order of St. Dominic, who completed what others 
had begun, but if it is duly conſidered it will appear that the meed and 
honour of deſtroying the evil cuſtoms of the, land, in juſtice belongs to 


us the true conquerors, in preference to any other perſons, even though 
Pg ſhould be of Cake holy profeſſion. n 


Lines the ae of S x wt by the. will of God, and with | 

Jus is holy aid, and the good fortune and ſacred chriſtianity of the moſt 
chriſtian Emperor Don Carlos of glorious memory, and of our monarch 
and moſt fortunate ſovereign, the invincible King of Spain, our lord 
Don Philip his dear and much beloved fon, to whom may God grant 
years, and much increaſe of dominion, to be enjoyed by him during FT 
his fortunate and holy life, and to be tranſmitted from him to his poſ- | 4 
terity, there have been baptized in this country, all the natives, whoſe 
ſouls formerly were ſunk and loſt in the infernal pit. At preſent alſo 
as there are here many reverend fathers of the different orders, they go 
through the country preaching and baptizing, whereby the holy Evan- 
geliſts are firmly planted in the hearts of the natives, who confeſs every 
year, and thoſe ſufficiently advanced in the knowledge of the faith co- 
mulgate. The churches alſo and their altars are richly adorned, with 
all requiſites for holy worſhip, as, croſſes, and candleſticks, wax can- 
dles, chalices, cups, plates, and veſſels for incenſe,, all of ſilver. _ The 
ornaments of the altars and croſſes are of velvet and damaſk, and- other 
rich materials of various colours and workmanſhip, aud embroidered 
with gold, filk, and pearls. The funerals alſo are diſtinguiſhed by their 
emblematic repreſentations of ſkulls and bones, and with their palls, 
ſome good, and others not ſo. Each town alſo has its bells, according 
to its ability. There are choirs alſo in the chapels, of good voices 
: which ſing in concert, tenors, and trebles,. and counter-altos, In ſome 


885 places 
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ei ary organs, 424 moſt ne flutes, hautbois, ; fackbuss ; Aulcimners, 
with trumpets baſe and treble, more in this one province of Guatimala 
than there are in my native country, which is Old Caſtille. It is a thing 
worthy to thank God on to ſee the devotion which the natives exhibit | 
when at holy maſs, eſpecially if it is faid by fathers of the orders of St. 
Francis, or of Mercy, who are appointed to the cures of pariſhes. ' All 
the natives alſo, men, women, and children, are taught the holy ora- 
tions in their mother tongue, and when they paſs a croſs, crucifix, or 
altar, they bow, and falling on their knees ſay a Pater Noſter or Ave 
Maria, We, the conquerors alſo taught them to keep wax candles 
lighted before the holy altars and croſſes, for before our arrival they did 
not know the uſe of wax in making candles. We alſo taught them to 
| behave with reſpect to the reverend fathers, and when they came to 
their towns, to go out to meet and receive them with lighted wax can- 
dles, ringing the bells, and giving them plentifully to eat; and thus 
they do. They have alſo other holy and good cuſtoms, for on the day 
of our Lady, or of Corpus Chriſti, and other ſolemn feaſts, when we 
make proceſſions, moſt of the neighbours of this city of Guatimala go 
in proceſſion with croffes and lighted candles, bearing the image of the 
faint who is their patron or patronefs, as richly drefled as they can 


afford; and they go ſinging the n and ne oy een and 
ſound i flutes and eee | 


The natives of theſe countries have alſo learned de undes uſed 
amongſt us in Caſtille, and have their ſhops, manufactories, and jour- 
neymen, and gain their livelihood thereby. The gold and filverſmiths 
work both in caſt metal, and by the hammer, and excel, as do the lapi- 
daries and painters. The engravers execute firſt rate works, with their 
fine inſtruments of iron, efpecially upon emeralds, whereon they repre- 
ſent all the acts of the holy paſſion of our redeemer and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, in ſuch a manner that thoſe who had not ſeen them execute it, 
would not believe that ſuch works could be done by Indians ; infomuch 
that according to my judgment, that famous painter of ancient times 

| — the 
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the renowned Apelles, or the modern ones nanned Michael Angelo and 
Berruguete, and another a native of Burgos who is in great fame, being 

as they ſay a ſecond Apelles, could not with their ſubtle pencils equal 
the works which are done by three Mexican artiſts named Andres de 
Aquino, Juan de la Cruz, and El Creſpillo. In addition to all theſe 
E things, the ſons of the chiefs uſed to. be grammarians, and were learn- 
ing very well, until they were forbidden by the holy ſynod, under an 
order of the moſt reyerend archbiſhop of Mexico, but many of them 
are now, | notwithſtanding, literate, They are alſo weavers of filk, 


ſtuffs, and cloths, and manufacturers thereof, through all the various 


ſtages. They have alſo learned to be hatters and ſoap boilers. Two 
. trades only could never be acquired by them; one is, that of making 
glaſs, the other that of the apothecary; but this is not owing to any 
defect of natural genius, for they are ſurgeons, and herbaliſts, jugglers, 
and makers of puppets, and of violins. Tillers of land they were be- 
fore our arrival; and now they rear ſtock, and break bullocks, and 
plow, ſow wheat, .manure, reap, ſell, and make bread and biſcuit. 
They have planted their lands and inheritances with the fruit trees of 
Old Spain, and ſell the fruit, cutting down the unwholeſome peach 
trees, and overſhading plantains, to make room for quince, apple, and 
pear trees, which they hold in high eſtimation. We have taught them 
alſo laws and juſtice, and in conſequence, they every year elect their 
2 alcaldes, regidors, notaries, alguazils, fiſcals, and major do- 
They have their halls of common council, with bailiffs, where 
3 meet two days in the week, judging, and ſentencing, and for 
ſome offences puniſhing and whipping; but for murder and higher 
crimes, they refer ne to the governors, if there is no court of royal 8 
audience. 


I Sa further been told by potent well informed upon the ſubject, 
that in Tlaſcala, Tezcuco, Cholula, Guaxocingo, Tepeaca, and other 
great cities, when the natives go to council, gilt maces are borne before 
the governors and alcaldes, as is done before the viceroys, and they do 

TIES Juſtice 


be. 
jaſtice with as much zeal and aQivity as is ofa among us, priding 


tbemſelres t thereon, and you Karl anxious to > obtain 4 a knowledge of 
our r laws. e if. TINNTT: 5 


„ 


All ha caciques have horſes and are rich, and ride; handſomely 
expuriſoncs and attended by their pages, through and about their re- 
ſpective towns. In ſome towns alſo they exerciſe with the lance on 
horſeback,” run at the ring, and have bull fights, eſpecially on the 
days of Corpus Chriſti, St. John, St. James, our Lady'in Auguſt, or | 
the patron or patroneſs of the town. Many alſo of them will face 
the bulls be they ever fo fierce, and are excellent horſemen, eſpecially 
thoſe of a place named Chiapa de los Indios. © Thoſe who are caciques 


now breed horſes; and uſe them and mules for ordinary purpoſes, con- 
veying by their means, wood, maiz, and lime for ſale. Many of the 
natives have likewiſe taken up the trade of arrieros or carriers, as is 


in practice in Caſtille. To condlude,' wed excel. in drr ee b 
not Neue that of e r ee, ee 
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Other meg and rost are alſo derived from our - illuſtrious 
hiv: By them our mother country has obtained gold, ſilver, pre- 
cious ſtones, grain, wool, ſarſaparilla, and hides; all which are annu- 


ally tranſmitted thither to the benefit of his Majeſty's revenue. 1 do | 
not include the preſents we at various times ſent, and that which: is 


exported by merchants and paſſengers, for ſince the time that the wiſe 

King Solomon built the holy temple of Jeruſalem with the gold and 
filver which he cauſed to be brought from the Iſlands of Tarſis, Ofir, 
and Saba, ancient or modern hiſtory do not record ſuch treaſures to have 
been derived from any country, as what have been ſent from New 
Spain; and this I fay, becauſe although it is notorious that from Peru 
many millions in gold and filver have been obtained, yet at the time of 
the conqueſt of this country Peru was unknown, nor was it gained un- 
til ten years after. We alſo from the firſt continued to ſend to his Ma- 


jeſty moſt rich preſents, for which and other reaſons, I rate this 


country 


. ) 


country higher in eſtimation, becauſe we N WY that Peru has 
been involved in cruel civil wars, whereas we have remained, and will 
continue to do fo, our breaſts proſtrate on the earth in ſubmiſſion and 


allegiance to our. lord the King, and ready i to expoſe and devote our lives 


and fortunes i in his ſervice. 


. Lit the curious reader conſider the number of cities of New Spain, 
- which from their being ſo many, I will not detail; our ten biſhoprics, 
not including the archbithopric of the noble city of Mexico, the three 
_ courts of royal audience, together with the. ſucceſſion of governors, 
archbiſhops, and biſhops, our holy cathedrals and monaſteries, Domi- 


nican, F ranciſcan, Mercenarian, and Auguſtin, our hoſpitals with the 


extenſive remiſſions and pardons attached to them, and the Santa Caſa 


of our Lady of Guadeloupe with the holy miracles there performed every 


day, and let us give thanks to God, and to his bleſſed mother our Lady, 
for giving us grace and ſupport to conquer theſe countries, where ſo 
hugh a is now eſtabliſhed. | 


\ 


Let it be alſo 8 that in e there is a 8 
1 are ſtudied and learned grammar, theology, rhetoric, logic, 
philoſophy, and other ſciences. There is alſo a printing preſs for books 
both in Latin and Romance, and in this college they graduate as licen- 
tiates and doctors; to which I might add many other inſtances to en- 
hance the value of theſe countries, ſuch as the mines of ſilver, and other 


diſcoveries, whereby proſperity and grandeur redound to the mother 


country. If all which I have now ſaid does not ſuffice, let the wiſe 
and learned read my hiſtory from beginning to end, and they will then 
confeſs, that there never exiſted in the world men who by bold atchieve- 
ment have gained more for their Lord and King, than we the brave 
conquerors; amongſt the moſt valiant of whom I was conſidered as one, 
and am the moſt ancient of all. I ſay again that I, —I mylcli, I, am 
a true conqueror: and the moſt ancient of all. 


a i oe eh, on e ee I will 
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1 will now W a few quiſtions' TI way of eib n the ; 
Snare and illuſtrious goddeſs of Fame, who has ſeen, and proclaims 


| throw gh the world, our manifold, great, and remarkable ſervices, to 
God, his Majeſty and all Chriſtendom, and cries with a loud voice, 


ſiaying, that it is in juſtice and in reaſon, that we ſhould have better 


eſtates and ſituations than others who have not ſerved his Maj eſty here 
or elſewhere. The goddeſs alſo enquires where are our palaces, and 


manſions, adorned with diſtinguiſhing blazons, with ſculptures of out 


coats of arms, and monumental trophies of our heroic actions, in the 

ſame manner as thoſe cavaliers have who ſerved their king in Spain, 
our atchievements being no way inferior to theirs, but on the contrary - 
of moſt eminent merit, and not exceeded by any. The goddeſs of 
Fame alſo enquires for thoſe conquerors who POE from cruel * | 
and for the tombs and monuments of thoſe who bell. 


10 theſe 8 I ate as na with . 3 Oh 
es and illuſtrious Fame! deſired and ſought for by the good and 
virtuous, but ſhunned and hated by the malicious, why do you not 
exalt us as our merits deſerve? know, goddeſs, that of five hundred 
and fifty ſoldiers who left the Iſland of Cuba with Cortes, at the mo- 
ment that I am writing this hiſtory in the year one thouſand five hun- 
dred and ſixty eight no more than five are living, the reſt having been 

killed in the wars, ſacrificed to idols, or died naturally. In anſwer to 
your queſtion concerning their tombs and monuments, I tell you that 
their tombs are the maws of cannibal Indians, who devoured their 
limbs, and of tigers, ſerpents, and birds of prey, which feaſted on 
| their mangled bodies. Such were their ſepulchres, and ſuch their mo- 

numents | but to me it appears that the names of thoſe ought to be 

written in letters of gold, who died ſo cruel a death, for the ſervice of 


God and his Majeſty, to give light to thoſe who were in en, and 5 
to procure wealth Which all men deſire. 


The illuſtrious goddeſs next aſks me for an account of thoſe RM e 
| came 
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came with Narvies, and with Gum ; to which I reply, that the 
number of the ſoldiers who came with the former was one thouſand 
three hundred excluſive of the mariners, of whom not more than ten 
or eleven ſurvive, the reſt havin g fallen in the wars, and being ſacri- 
ficed and devoured. Thoſe who came with Garray, according to my 
account, including the three companies which landed at St. Juan de 
Ulua previous to the arrival of Garray himſelf, were in all one thouſand 
two hundred ſoldiers, moſt of whom were ſacrificed and devoured in 
the province of Panuco. Fame alſo aſks for the fifteen ſoldiers who 
accompanied Lucas Vaſquez de Aillon who loſt his life on the coaſt of 
Florida; to which I reply that they are all dead. I alſo inform you Oh 
excellent Fame! that there only remain alive at this moment five of the 
companions of Cortes, and we are very old, and bowed down with 
infirmities, and very poor, and with a heavy charge of ſons to provide 
for, and of daughters to marry off, and grandchildren to maintain, and 
little rent to do it withall! and thus we paſs our lives, in pain, in 
labour, and i in forrow. 


"Having now anſwered your queſtions illuſtrious Fame relative to 
our monuments, blazons, and palaces, I requeſt of you that hencefor- 
ward you exalt to more effect your moſt virtuous and excellent voice, in 
order that our high proweſſes may be made known to the univerſe, and 
not be obſcured as they are by the ſlanders of the malignant. To this my 
requeſt moſt virtuous Fame replies, that ſhe will do ſo moſt willingly ; 
and alſo, that ſhe is aſtoniſhed to find that we have not the beſt proper- 
ties allotted to us in that country which we conquered, and which it 
was his Majeſty's. orders ſhould be given to us, in like manner as the 
Marquis Cortes was rewarded, not indeed to the fame extent, but mo- 
derately. The goddefs allo ſays that the actions of the valiant and 
magnanimous Cortes are always to be moſt highly eſtimated, and con- 
ſidered amongſt thofe moſt celebrated in hiſtory. She alſo at the ſame 
time obſerves, that in the hiſtories of Gomara and the Doctor Illeſcas 


and others, no mention is made of any of us, but they only ſay. Cortes 
n *« diſcovered,” 
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| : Wherever ſhe ſhall be; and further, that if this my hiſtor 


G 


diſcovered, „ and «(Cortes conquered ;” the captains and ſoldiers remaining 
urtioticady' but ſhe has been very happy to find that all which I have 


narrated in my hiſtory is ſtrictly conformable to the truth, and that I 
follow matter of fact cloſely and literally, without running into ſervile 
praiſes, and that I do not depreciate many valiant captains .and ſoldiers 
to exalt one, as is the caſe with Gomara and the other hiſtorians. The 


good goddeſs alſo promiſes me, that ſhe will proclaim theſe © truths 
y is publiſhed, 
it ſhall be credited, and its authenticity acknowledged wherever it is | 
* or heard, _ r it "ſhall obſcure apc annull 1 . 5 : 


| . 


= 


- Beſides hart winks bers N by way > li a certain 


zöbcter, an oydor of the court of royal audience of Guatimala, aſked me 
ho it happened that when Cortes wrote to his Majeſty, and alſo when 
he vent the firſt time to Caſtille, he did not ſolicit for us, ſince we 
were, under God, the means whereby he acquired | his marquiſate and 


government. To this I then replied, and now fay, that when his 
Majeſty gave him the government, he therewith received the better part 


of this whole country. believing that he was to remain abſolute maſter 


thereof, and to have unlimited liberty to beſtow or deprive as he thought 


proper; and this, it is ſuppoſed, was the reaſon why he would not and 


did not write on the ſubject. Alſo, at the time his Majeſty gave him 


his marquiſate, he ſolicited the government in the ſame” manner that 
he had held it before; but it was then refuſed him, and he did not 


think of _ my gen that might be ſerviceable to us, but- 7 to 
a W | 
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Funden the veedor arid factor, together with other al of 


Mexico had repreſented to his Majeſty, that the Marquis had taken for 
. himſelf the beſt provinces and towns of New Spain, and had aſſigned 
others to his friends and relations newly come from Caſtille, leaving 
very little for the royal patrimony; whereupon, as we afterwards learned, 


his e was pleaſed to order that all the ans ſhould be divided 
amongſt 


*. 
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amongſt us, the companions of Cortes, but the Emperor was at that 
time in Barcelona, preparing to embark for Flanders. Had Cortes im- 
mediately after the conqueſt divided this country into five parts, and 


aſſigned one of the richeſt and beſt of the fifths for his Majeſty ; allot- 


ted one ſhare and a half for himſelf, for churches, monaſteries, and 
municipal properties, as alſo for a fund wherefrom his Majeſty could 
reward cavaliers who ſerved him in Italy or againſt the Turks and 
Moors; and divided the other two fifths and a half, by grants in per- 
petuity to us, we ſhould have been all ſatisfactorily provided for. As 
our Cæſar was ſo chriſtian a monarch, and as the conqueſt of this coun- 


try coſt him nothing, he would have readily granted us theſe favours. 


But we at that time did not know how to apply for juſtice, nor to 
whom to repreſent our ſervices or our injuries, except to Cortes himſelf, 
who did in the buſineſs as he thought fit. We therefore remained with 
the little which had been aſſigned us, until we ſaw that Don Franciſco 
de Montejo who went to wait upon his Majeſty in Europe obtained the 


appointments of adelantado and governor of Yucatan, eſtates i in Mexico, 


and other rewards. Diego de Ordas alſo, who went to court, obtained 
an encomienda of St. Jago, and diſtricts 'in New Spain. Then Don 


Pedro de Alvarado went to kiſs his Maj eſty's feet and was made adelan- 


tado and governor of Guatimala and Chiapa, commander of the order 
of St. Jago, and obtained diſtricts of lands. Laſt went Cortes, who 
Was ne a e and appointed n — of the South Sea. 


When we the gu. therefore ſaw, chat thoſe who did not 
reach his Majeſty's preſence had no one to ſpeak in our favour, we 
ſent to petition that whatever lands thenceforward fell vacant, ſhould be 
diſtributed in perpetuities amongſt us, according as our claims were 
ſubſtantiated, as was the caſe before the firſt court of royal audience 
held in Mexico, whereof Nuno de Guzman was prefident. His Ma- 

jeſty's expreſs directions to Nuno de Guzman were, to throw the whole 

property of New Spain into a maſs, and then to make the diviſions 

more Kent. deductin g in due proportion from the immoderate grants of 
Ttt Cortes. 
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Cortes. Alſo, that to us, the true conquerors ſhould be given the beſt 


diſtricts and of moſt rent, leaving the cities and great towns for his Ma- 
jeſty's property. The Emperor alſo ordered that the vaſſals of Cortes 
ſhould: be counted, leaving no more with him than his patent ſpecified; 
but what was to be done with the ſurplus J do not recollect. The rea- 
ſon why Nuno de Guzman and the oydors did not make this repartition 

in perpetuity was, that they were miſled by bad adviſers, whom, not 
to diſhonour, I will not name, but the perſons I have alluded to told 


them, that if the conquerors once found themſelves provided for, they 


would ceaſe to reſpect and be dependent on them, as was the caſe while 


they were compelled to ſupplicate for a ſubſiſtence. As alſo, by retain- 
ing, they kept the power of beſtowing the vacant lands at their plea- 
ſure, and to the advantage of their own private intereſt. It is true that 


as diſtricts fell vacant, Guzman and the oydors conſtantly aſſigned them 


to conquerors, and coloniſts, to their ſatisfaction; and if that 'court was 
ſuperceded, it was on account of the dif Ron with Cortes, and of Sets 
ing free Indians for A e a. e 


In the year one thouſand five hundred and: ay 1 bang in oa 


Spain, the licentiate De la Gaſca came from Peru, and with him D: 


Martin el Regente a Dominican friar; and repairing to the court which 


was then at Valladolid, his Majeſty promoted the aforeſaid father to the 


biſhopric of Las Charcas. At this period a council was formed, com- 
poſed of D. Fray B. de las Caſas biſhop of Chiapa, D. Vaſco de Qui- 
roga biſhop. of Mechoacan, and other cavaliers who came as agents from 
New Spain and Peru, together with ſome hidalgos who were brought 
by buſineſs to the court, and to this council I was alſo called, as an 
the moſt ancient of the d of N ew . 2 


De la Gaſea and the aber Peruvians had he with chant great 
quantities of treaſure, as well for their own uſe as for his Majeſty, the 


Atter being ſent from Seville to Auguſta in Germany where the Empe- 


ror then was, and in his company our moſt happy Don Philip king of 
| the 


r 
this n our lord his dear and much beloved ſon, whom God 


guard. At that time certain of the Peruvian cavaliers waited on His 


Majeſty with the treaſure, and to petition that he would cauſe. the 
allotment of lands in perpetuity to be made. It ſeems alſo, that previ- 


ous to this time a petition to the ſame effect had been preſented from 


New Spain by Gonzalo Lopez, and Alonzo de Villanueva, who had 
been ſent as procuradors or agents from Mexico. It ſo happened that 
juſt then the biſhopric of Palencia fell vacant, and was beſtowed on the 
licentiate De la Gaſca who was alſo made Conde de Pernia, on account, 


as was ſaid at the court, of he terrier rendered in Peru, neh was 


then at peace. 


His Majeſty was pleaſed, in roles to the repartition of lands in 


perpetuity, to order, that the Marquis de Mondejar preſident of the 
royal council of the Indies, the licentiates Gutierre Velaſquez, Tello 
de Sandoval, Gregorio Lopez and Brivieſca, and the Doctor Hernan- 


Perez de la Fuente, oydors of that court, together with cavaliers of other 
royal councils ſhould aſſemble, to conſider, and fee how the repartition 


| ſhould be made, as was beſt for the ſervice of God and for his Majeſty's | 


® P 4 * * » 
intereſt. 
8 7 . ö F = + VL 


When theſe cavaliers were met in the houſe of Pero Gonzalez de | 
how where was eſtabliſhed the royal council of the Indies, it was 


pfropoſed in that very illuſtrious aſſembly, that the perpetual repartition 


ſhould take place in New Spain and in Peru; I am not certain that 


Grenada and Bobotan were included, but am inclined to think that they 


were, and the reaſons offered in ſupport of the meaſure were holy and 
good. It was argued that if the lands were granted in perpetuity, the 
proprietors would for their own intereſts treat the natives better, and 
pay more attention to the converſion of them to our holy faith. That 


if they ſuffered from ſickneſs or misfortune they would be attended to 
like their children, and the rents alleviated. The proprietors would _ 
alſo go into improvements, planting vines and breeding cattle; dif) putes 

| Ttt : | and 


N 


%. 


( 508 * 


and litigations about lands and boundaries would ceaſe, and the: . | 
of viſitadors or inſpectors would be unneceſſary. The minds alſo of 
the ſoldiers would be tranquillized, in knowing that the preſidents and 
governors had not the power of beſtowing lands when they fell vacant, 
on their clients and favourites. His Majeſty alſo in doing this would 
exonerate his royal conſcience, in recompenſing thoſe who had ſerved 
him faithfully. To theſe, many other good reaſons were added. It 
Was alſo propoſed. to deprive the turbulent and rebellious in Peru of their 
qiſtricts. After all this had been well debated and conſidered in the 


illuſtrious aſſembly, we procceded to * our opinions in favour of the 
* repartition. 


It was then „ by the Biſhop of . his aſſociate Fray 
Rodrigo of the order of St. Dominic, the Biſhop of Palencia, the Mar- 


quis of Mondejar, and two oydors of the royal council of his Majeſty. 
The Marquis of Mondejar did not however ſpeak upon the occaſion, 
but remained as it were on the look out to ſee which party was likely to 
carry the queſtion. The arguments uſed by the others againſt the 
repartition were, that many in Peru had now life eſtates, who fo far 
from deſerving perpetuities, merited confiſcation, and that if peace. was 
once eſtabliſhed in that country, if the ſoldiers who were unprovided 
for ſaw that there was no fund for that purpoſe, they would become 
mutinous and cauſe new troubles. The Biſhop of Mechoacan who was 
of our party hereupon aſked the licentiate De la Gaſca, how it had hap- 
pened that he did not chaſtize the mutineers as he very well knew them; 
whereas on the contrary he had given them lands. To this the other 
replied, laughing, that he had hanged and quartered many of them, 
and thought it no ſmall atchievement to have eſcaped from amongſt 
un ſafe and ound. More was alſo ſaid on this e. 8 


It was s propoſed, and approved by many preſent, that the few of 
the real conquerors of New Spain who now remained, including thoſe 
who came with Cortes, with Narvaez, and with Garray, ſhould re- 


ceive 


e 9 
_ crive perpetuities, referring the other matter to future conſideration. As 
ſoon as this propoſition was made, the other party moved that all fur- 
ther proceedings ſnould be poſtponed until the return of his Majeſty to 
Caſtille, becauſe in an affair of ſuch importance his preſence was neceſ- 
fary. It was then urged by the Biſhop of Mechoacan and other cava- 
liers, as well as myſelf, that the perpetuities might be granted in New 
Spain, leaving the Peruvian procuradors to act as they thought fit, this 
being con formable to his Majeſty's declarations and inſtructions in our 
favour. This now brought on much debate; for we inſiſted that what- 
ever reaſons might be againſt the granting perpetuities in Peru, could 


. of no avail againſt us in New Spain, conſidering our great ſervices 


to his Majeſty and all Chriſtendom, But all we ſaid was of no effect 
with the members of the royal council of the Indies, the Biſhop Fray 
Bartholome de las Caſas, Fray Rodrigo his aſſociate, and the Biſhop of 
Las Charcas. They faid that on the return of his Majeſty from Au- 


guſta in Germany every thing ſhould be arranged to the ſatisfaction of 
the conquerors, and thus the affair 8 885 for the aol | 


| Intelli gence of theſe matters ME g conveyed by expreſs to Mexico,, 
the conquerors there propoſed to ſend procuradors, to apply to his Ma- 
jeſty for our intereſt, excluſively. In conſequence, after my return 
from the court I was written to, here, in this city of Guatimala, by 

Captain Andres de Tapia, P. Moreno Medrano, and J. de Limpias 
Caravajal **the deaf,” giving me an account of their intention, and of 
thoſe conquerors concerned with them, amongſt whom I was put down 
as one of the moſt ancient. I accordingly went round with the letter to 
the other conquerors ſettled in this city, to raiſe a ſum by ſubſcription 
for the purpoſe. © This project failed from want of money. It was 
then determined that the conquerors in Mexico, conjointly with the 
whole of the community, ſhould. ſend procuradors to Caſtille; but nei- 
ther was this carried into effect. At a ſubſequent period, our uncon- 
quered king and lord Don Philip, whom God preſerve, and may he 
live many . in augmentation of power, was pleaſed to command by 


his 


mag was. —— 


( 599") 
his royal ordinances that the conquerors and their FP ſhould be. 


provided for, at attending i in the firſt nn to thoſe Wars were married. 
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When I ta written out faiay; this n my y hiſtory, + two en g re- 
ede me to lend it to them for their peruſal, i in order that they might 
know in detail the occurrences which happened in the conqueſt of Ne 
Spain, and alſo that they might ſee what difference exiſted between my 
account, and thoſe of Gomara and the Doctor Illeſcas, relative to the 
heroic actions of the Marquis Del Valle, 1 accordingly preſented this 
book to them for their peruſal, with the reſpect which is due to ſcho- 
lars from a poor illiterate perſon like myſelf, deſiring them at the ſame 
time to make no alteration whatever herein, as what I had written was 
the ſtrict truth. As ſoon as they had read it, one of them who was a 
great rhetorician, and vain of his knowledge, began to praiſe the book, 
and exprefſed his ſurpriſe at my memory, and at my being able to carry 
in it ſuch a ſeries of matter, from the time I firſt came to theſe coun 
tries, 


The e allo erm that i in regard t to my ile: or cp 
it was conformable to that in ordinary uſe in Old Caſtille, and that as 
ſuch it was the more agreeable, not being embarraſſed with flowery 
affected phraſes, ſuch as are made uſe of by hiſtorians in general. 
They alſo obſerved that it ſeemed to them as if I praiſed myſelf greatly, 
in the battles which I give an account of, whereas I ought to have left 
that to be done by others; and that I ſhould have given my witneſſes, 
teſtimonies, and quotations, as authorities for what I wrote, and not 
have ſaid drily, that I did; this I ſaw;” it not being conformable to the 
cuſtom of hiſtorical writing; for I am not a witneſs for myſelf. To 
theſe obſervations I then replied, as I do now, that in the year one 
thouſand five hundred and forty the Marquis Del Valle wrote a letter to 
his Majeſty giving an account of me and my ſervices, how I had come 


twice to this country on voyages of diſcovery previous to his expedition, 
how 


G ) 


| now he had often been an eye witneſs of my conduct as a brave ſoldier 
in battle as well in Mexico as in other places, how I accompanied him 
in his expedition to Honduras and Higueras, and many other particu- 


lars which to avoid prolixity I will not relate. The moſt illuſtrious 


viceroy alſo, Don Alonzo de Mendoza wrote to his Majeſty informing 


| him of what he had learned relative to me from the captains by whoſe 


fide I fought, and his account was in all reſpects conformable to that of 
the Marquis Del Valle. Proofs to the ſame purport were alſo preſented 


- on my part to the royal council of the Indies in the year one de - 
five hundred and 2924 . 


55 8 ſaid I, gentlemen Seas, , are not the Marquis Del Valle, 
the viceroy D. A. de Mendoza, and my. proofs, good witneſſes? but 


it they will not ſuffice, 1 will produce you the Emperor our lord Don 


Carlos the fifth, who by his royal letter, ſealed with his royal ſeal, 
commanded all viceroys and preſidents, that reſpecting the many and 
good ſervices which I had rendered, benefits ſhould be conferred upon 

me and mine. The original letters are now in my poſſeſſion, and the 
copies depoſited at court in the archives of the ſecretary Ochoa de Luy- 
N Such was oy anſwer to the obſervation of the lioentiates. | 


But to return to my ſubject, if more mtimony i is wanting look at 


New Spain which is three times larger than our Caſtille, and more 


thickly inhabited by Spaniards, and the great wealth which it ſends to 
Caſtille. But I have obſerved that the hiſtorians Gomara and Illeſcas 
never choſe to relate our heroic actions, leaving all our value and ho- 
nours in the dark, where they would have remained were it not for this 
my true hiſtory, and aſſigning ſuch great merit to Cortes; in which, 


although they. were right to a certain degree, yet ou ought not at the 
. fame time to > have un. us. 0 


Of the nohiommnonts of Cortes a patt alſo of the honour falls to 
me, for [ was one of the moſt forward i in every battle by his ſide, as I 
To was 
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the caſe; whereas what I relate occurred yeſterday as it may be ſaid. 


» 


n * 


uuns in many others FRET he ſent me under different captains to conquer 
Pavines, * is found written in * . home Then, WOES: . 


399 N 5 


1 i 
- 


ie: All — 0 gil to Edvvpe the firſt time, to kifs his 
Majeſty” s feet, he informed him that he had many valiant captains and 
companions in the Mexican wars, and who he believed did not yield to 
the moſt famous in ancient hiſtory. Of this praiſe a proportionate ſhare 
falls to me. Further, at Algiers, he ſaid much in praiſe of his com- 
panions the bete Of: this I come.in for my . as I was 


one of them. ; x LA 


N 711 w# 4 


As to what the licentiates ſaid, that I praiſe GS much, and 
that { ought to leave it to be done by others, I ſay, in common life it is 


the cuſtom of neighbours to ſpeak of each other as each deſerves ; but 
he who never was in the wars with us, nor ſaw them, nor heard of 


them, how can he ſpeak of us? were the birds which flew 'over our 


heads while in battlo to give accounts of us? or the clouds? who then 
was to ſpeak our praiſes but we ourſelves? Indeed gentlemen licentiates | 


ſaid I had you found that I detracted from the honour due to one of our 
valiant captains or ſoldiers, and aſcribed it to myſelf, then you might 


juſtly blame me. But the fact is Fw I do not 1 . bo” much : 
as hg uf . 


9 


it will how make # a abbey on one fide 5 ſubject 


of it is very high, and on the other a poor foldier like myſelf. Hiſto- 


rians ſay that the great emperor and warrior Julius Czſar was in fifty 
three pitched battles.” I ſay that I was in many more battles than Julius 
Czfar, as may be ſeen in this my hiſtory. Hiſtorians alſo fay that Jus 
lius Cæſar was brave and active. in battle, and that when he had time, 
he at night committed to writing with his own hand, his heroic actions, 
although he had many hiſtorians, not chuſing to entruſt the office to 
them. Truly this happened many years ago, and may or may not be 


* 


( 


tt is therefore not 8 if I relate the battles in which l fought, 
that in future ages it ſhould be ſaid, *thus did Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo,” in 
order that my ſons and their poſterity ſhould enjoy the praiſes of their 
anceſtor, in the manner that many cavaliers and lords of vaſſals in the 
_ preſent day, do the fames and blazons of their predeceſſors. I will 
however drop this ſubject leſt the detracting malicious, to whom theſe 
things are odious, ſhould charge me with digreſſing too much. There 
are alſo. conquerors now living to contradict me if I were in error, and 
the world is ſo malevolent that any ſuch thing could hardly paſs with- 
out ee rata ; but che narrative itſelf is the _ teſtimony of its 
: ms. . EY 


— 
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I will now enumerate and particulariſe the various battles ind other. 
L ate of warfare in which I was preſent. They are as follows. At 
the point of Cotoche, with Captain F. H. de Cordova. At Champo- 
ton, a battle, wherein half our companions were killed. In Florida, 
where we landed to procure water. Under Captain J. de Grijalva, a 
ſecond battle in Champoton. In my third voyage under Cortes, at 
Tabaſco, two pitched battles. On our arrival in New Spain, the 
battle of Cingapacinga. Shortly after, three pitched battles with the 
Tlaſcalans. The affair of Cholula. On our entry into Mexico I was 
at the ſeizure of Montezuma; I do not mention it as an affair of war, 
but on account of its great boldneſs. In four months after, the attack 
upon Narvaez whom we under Cortes defeated. with two hundred and 
ſeventy ſix men, he having one thouſand three hundred. The relief of 
Alvarado who was beſieged. by the Mexicans, when they made war 
upon us during eight days and nights, and. killed above eight hundred 
and ſeventy ſoldiers ; I conſider ſix battles as having happened during 
this period, at which I was preſent. The battle of Obtumba. A battle 
at Tepeaca. Under Cortes a battle at Tezcuco. Two field battles, in. 
one of which I was wounded in the throat by a lance. Two actions 
concerning the fields of maize. In the expedition round the lake when 
we made that raſh and inconſiderate attack upon the fortreſſes named the 
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rocks of the marquis. The battle of Cuernavaca. Three battles at 


Suchimillco. The ſiege of Mexico which laſted. ninety. three days, du- 


ring which I was. engaged, as I find by my account, in above eighty 
battles and fkirmiſhes. After the conqueſt when I was. fent to pacify 
the provinces of Guacacualco, Chiapa, and the Zapotecans. In Cha- 
mula and Cuitlan, two engagements. In Teapa and Chimatan two 
engagements ; here I was wounded badly in the throat. I forgot to 
mention in its place, how, after our flight from, Mexico we were pur- 
ſued for nine days, and fought four battles.. In the. Expedition to Hi- 
gueras and Honduras, an action at Culacotu, where my horſe which 
coſt me ſix hundred crowns was killed.. After my return to Mexico I 
went againſt the Zapotecans and Minxes in the mountains. I do not 


mention numberleſs other engagements and dangers in which J have 
been, as it would be endleſs to detail them all. Nor do I. chuſe to ſay 


how. I was one of the firſt who came to lay ſiege to Mexico, three or 


four ps at leaſt before Cortes. 


1 3 thewfize: according to this account been preſent in one hun- 


dred and nineteen. battles and engagements and it is not extraordinary 


if I praiſe myſelf, as what I fay is the mere truth. Nor. are theſe 
old ſtories. or hiſtories of Romans, of many ages paſt; for evident 
and true are the many and notable ſervices which I have rendered; firſt 


to God, then to his Majeſty, and all Chriſtendom; and I give thanks 
and praiſes to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that I eſcaped from all dangers, to 


make theſe things manifeſt; and I alſo ſay, and praiſe myſelf thereon, 
that I have becn in as many battles and engagements. a8, according to 


n the Emperor Henry the fourth. 


FINIS. 
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Norzs AN D ERRATA. 


The author frequently miſtakes dates; it nas been therefore judged neceſſary 


to inſert them in the heads of chapters according to the moſt correct accounts. 


pag ge 2 25. chapter 3. although the appointment of Cortes took place before, the 


fleet did not fail for the continent until 1519. 
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* 31. Line 19. inſtead of who took Guatimotgin" read whom Guatimotzin 
took. 

— 74. —— 18. inftead of got“ read gone. 

—— 76. —— 8, from the bottom, inſtead of his“ read this. 

— 145. —— 7. between to“ and which“ inſert, the flat ſummit of. 

— 147. —— 3. from the bottom *invalids" note, ſuffering by the diſeafe 
aſcribed to Hiſpaniola. 

—— 227. —— 8. inſtead of hundred“ read thouſand. 

— 243. —— 17. after friends“ inſert to whom they were given by us. 

— 253. —— 16. inflead of *Guatimotzin now“ read Coadlavaca, late. 

—— 440. —— 2. inſtead of our read their. 


* | — 


ibid. — 4. inſtead of we read they. 
— 450. — 14. inſtead of 9 read Herrera. 
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